A Great Heritage…

A Great Future…

Dan D. Lines
By Dr. Dan Darby, Pastor
I had a delightful lunch with some church members after choir practice Sunday. They were relating how
years ago they had such a delightful church in another community. They thought finding another church like that
anywhere would be difficult. The church members said they had, and it was our church here in Coldspring. Our
congregation is a family. Obviously, we don’t meet every need for every person, but we are there for each other, like
family.
I was warned when I came here that this congregation was an “avalanche congregation,” meaning that the average
age of the congregation is so advanced that there is just no way the congregation can keep up as people pass away
or move off to be closer to family or medical facilities. A part of that is true. We are an older congregation, and we
lose lots of people every year. However, what I have also seen is that many, many new people are attracted to our
congregation. I looked at our choir Sunday and saw three new choir members, some of whom are new church
members. I looked in the congregation, and, while I did not count heads, I would guess that maybe a third of the
people have either joined the congregation in the last five years or are not yet members. There are signs of life
everywhere! Let’s keep up the good work of being the church! Reach out to people you don’t know and get to know
them. Draw them close as members of your church family. Let’s keep doing the work of inviting people to church
and then welcoming them with open arms into our fellowship. Let’s continue being in mission to our community and
expressing the love and compassion of Christ to those in need. Let’s continue our outreach to children and youth on
Wednesday nights. Let’s continue to reach out to adults who need to be nurtured in the faith and given the
opportunity to grow as disciples of Jesus. You are what makes our church a vital congregation doing the work of
Christ in our community and in our world.
I was touched by the testimony of Michael Moran Sunday. He is a 19-year-old young adult with cerebral palsy. He
was not supposed to have lived even through birth. He was not supposed to talk and was not supposed to walk. He
was not supposed to be intelligent. But the Lord has spared his life and has given him all those gifts and used our
congregation over the past four years to bring him to a saving knowledge of Jesus Christ. Thank you, Michael, for
sharing your life with us. You are a blessing. And thanks for bringing all your siblings and cousins to youth group! I
appreciate all of you who have shared your testimony of changed lives over the past month. Each of you are a
blessing to us!
This Sunday, November 3, is All Saints Sunday. We will remember all those church members who have passed
away during the past year. Also, we will remember those who are family members of our congregation who have
been saints to us and pointed us a little closer to Christ. Then we will come to the table of the Lord and receive Holy
Communion. Our fellowship with Christ and all his saints will be renewed. When you come forward to Holy
Communion, you are invited to offer to Christ your estimate of your giving for 2020 by placing your estimate in a
basket located in the center aisle, consecrating it to the Lord. If you cannot attend this Sunday, you may bring it on
November 10 or drop by the church office in person or by mail. Estimate of Giving Cards were handed out in church
this past Sunday, and those who did not attend should be receiving one by mail before Sunday.
We will have Celebration Sunday, November 17th. We will announce the outcome of our stewardship campaign at a
Covered Dish Dinner at noon. So, let’s get those cards in pronto!
We are the church, and what a blessing being the church to one another is to each of us. Thank you for your support
and love.
Pastor Dan

Mission Ministry – November Newsletter
Annual Community Thanksgiving Event – Sunday, November 24
The annual community Thanksgiving event is scheduled for Sunday, November 24 3pm5pm at the Jones School. This event is sponsored by SJCOC (San Jacinto County Outreach
Committee) and is open to everyone.
Those attending are providing a delicious Thanksgiving meal with all the trimmings and
grocery items to prepare their own family Thanksgiving meal. A clothes closet is also
available.

HOW CAN YOU HELP WITH THIS EVENT?
1. Donations can be made to SJCOC to purchase food items.
2. Volunteers will be needed on Saturday, November 23 to prepare
grocery bags.
3. Volunteers will be needed on Sunday, November 24 to setup,
serve food, greet attendees, cleanup – but mostly to share in the
amazing fellowship with our community

Please contact Vicki Jowell vjowell60@gmail.com if you are interested in
donating or volunteering.

Multi-Church Christmas Family Event – Friday December 13
Just to remind you – there are 8 weeks before Christmas!!!
CUMC along with 5 other community churches are working together
this year for the Christmas Family Event. The event will be held at
the Coldspring Relief Center on Friday, December 13. Last year 238
children were served, and 7 prayer leaders met with the families to
pray.
Stay tuned for upcoming information on how you can help a child
and family this Christmas thru the Angel Tree gifts or donations for food baskets – or by
volunteering on Thursday, December 12 or Friday, December 13.
“Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, as faithful
stewards of God’s grace in its various forms.” – 1 Peter 4:10

Blanket and Coat Collection
Do you have slightly used blankets or coats you no long need?
If so, please consider donating to the Missions
Ministry.
You can place the items on the Mission Cabinet.
Yours in Christ

Vicki Jowell

Evangelism Team
Dear Congregation
Our community is about to be busy with Thanksgiving and Christmas Holiday Activities. This year CUMC Evangelism
Team will be participating in the Town Lighting on November 30th.
We will be hosting the Chamber’s Hospitality Room located in the office of Kerry Hagan.
The Chamber supplies coffee, wassail, and hot chocolate. We will supply cookies, brownies, scones, and any other
“finger dessert” we can think of.
We will need bakers and volunteers to be in the Hospitality Room serving for 1 hour at a time. Please consider
helping on Saturday, November 30. We will staff 10:00 am – 5:30 pm. Town Lighting occurs at 6:00 pm. We will have
a signup sheet soon so you will be able to choose the perfect time.
And remember that there will be Vendors on the Square that day. Visitors in town for the Holiday? No problem. Bring
them out to walk the Square and enjoy Market Day in Coldspring.
And look for the upcoming information re: Christmas on the Square and how CUMC is going to be participating.
Please contact Dianne Griffith at 713-851-6026 (phone or text) or gdianne95@gmail.com With questions or to sign
up.

THANK YOU
Dear CUMC Family,
Words cannot adequately express our feelings toward this congregation for your continued and much needed
love and support during a very difficult time. We realize our many blessings when friends come to our rescue
In each beautiful sentiment; flowers, cards, calls, food, and hugs. A special thank you to Pastor Dan and the
Bereavement Committee whose eulogy and luncheon helped to make the memorial service for our son a lovely time
of remembrance.
Our sadness is eased by your love and friendship, and for that we are forever grateful.
Karen and Dick Countiss, Julie Countiss and Stan Beard, Grace Wells,
Sam Wells, Daley Beard, Mike and Amber Countiss, Will and Avery
Countiss, Brant and Brandon Countiss

UNITED METHODIST MEN
The Coldspring United Methodist Men’s breakfast held its monthly breakfast on October 9, 2019. Twenty-four
members and guests attended. After the opening prayer a wonderful breakfast was served. After breakfast the
cooks were thanked. The Scouting report and treasurer’s reports were submitted.
Lanora Purvis was the guest speaker. She owns and operates Heaven’s Army. Heaven’s Army is an outreach facility
here in San Jacinto county that houses women who have had histories of abuse, addiction, being victims of human
trafficking and have been a part of the criminal justice system. Ms. Purvis brought two of her assistants who gave us
their personal stories of drug abuse, physical abuse and prostitution. These two people also shared how Heaven’s
Army has changed their lives for the better with the programs used there and Bible study.
The next meeting of the United Methodist Men will be at 7:00 a.m. on Wednesday, November 13, 2019.
Representatives from the Sam Houston Electric Coop will be the featured speakers. They will give a presentation on
the hydroelectric plant currently finishing construction at the Lake Livingston Dam.
The Methodist Men will Host its annual soup kitchen at the Coldspring Christmas on the Square on December 14. It
will be in the Fellowship Hall here at CUMC. Please plan to attend and bring lots of hungry friends.
Thanks, Rob

In Worship
November 3. All Saint’s Sunday and Holy Communion Sunday. I will be preaching on “The
Inheritance of the Saints,” based on Ephesians 1:11-14 and Luke 6:20-31. It is also
Consecration Sunday. You are invited to bring in your estimate of giving cards and
consecrate yourself to the Lord.
November 10. My sermon is entitled, “From ‘Whatever’ to ‘Whatever it Takes’,” based on 2
Thessalonians 2:1-17. It is also Consecration Sunday #2. Didn’t bring the estimate of giving
card on Nov. 3? Bring it on Nov. 10.
November 17. Celebration Sunday with a Covered Dish Luncheon at noon. Bring a dish of
your own choosing! I will be preaching on Luke 21:5-19, “The End is Coming!”
November 24. Colossians 1:11-24, “Life’s Greatest Mystery” “Join the Church Sunday” at
the 11:00 a.m. service

Join the Church Sunday
Join the Church Sunday will be November 24th at the 11:00 a.m. service. Be sure and be in
attendance to welcome our new members, and, if you are thinking about joining the church,
it would be a great day to do so, Just let Pastor Dan know ahead of time. Of course, people
can join our congregation any Sunday at either service, but several people in our Inquirer’s
Class are ready to join, and that Sunday is one in which many of them can be present. If you
did not attend the class, but want to join that Sunday, you are invited to do so!

Don’t forget to set your clocks back one hour before you go to bed Saturday night,
November 2.

Pure Joy!
This year seems to have flown by so quickly. Fall is upon us, and the holiday seasons have begun. Nineteen
were in attendance for our October meeting. Nominations for the 2020 officers made during our meeting
and approved are: President, Linda Winkelmann; Secretary, Lisa Lewis; Treasurer, Sharon Mueller;
Correspondence Secretary, Sylvia Roeseler; Photographer, Dianne Griffith; Council – Dianna Raymond, Lisa
Lewis, Anne Closs, Marilyn Blackmon, April Plunkett, and Corrine Wahle. The new budget was discussed
and will be voted on during our January meeting. Busy Bodies has been rescheduled to 9:30 the 3 rd Friday
of each month. A basket called the Joy Basket was passed for contingency needs. Refreshments were
delicious. Thanks to all!
Our annual UMW Christmas Party is December 5, 2019, at 6 pm. The party will be in the CFLC
Gymnasium with elegant decorations with several of our members using their own china and decorating
the tables. We will laugh, sing, and give praises to our Savior’s birth. No get-to-gather is complete without
a few surprises. The meat and beverages will be provided. We only ask that you bring a covered dish and a
guest. We voted to make donations in December for the kitchen, etc. in lieu of a gift exchange.
Reservations should be made by December 1, 2019. Please contact Stacy in the church office if you are
attending. Don’t forget to dress in your finest attire! I hope to see you there.
May God bless you and your family during Thanksgiving. Remember to thank God for all our
blessings and the love we share in our Christian faith. --Linda Winkelmann

Skinny Banana Bread Muffins
4 bananas about 1 1/3 cups mashed
1 large egg
1 Tab vanilla extract
3 Tab light brown sugar
2 Tab granulated sugar
1 tsp gr cinnamon
1 tsp baking powder
1 tsp baking soda
1/2 tsp all salt
1 1/2 cups -purpose flour
2 Tab unsalted butter, melted

Directions: Grease standard muffin pan or line with paper
muffin liners. Preheat oven to 350 degrees F.
Mash bananas in a mixing bowl. Add egg, vanilla, brown
sugar, granulated sugar, and cinnamon and stir well to
combine.
In a separate small bowl stir together flour, baking powder,
baking soda, and salt. Add to banana mixture and stir, just
to combine.
Gently stir in melted butter. Don’t over-mix the batter.
Spoon the batter into prepared muffin pan and bake for 1825 minutes. Makes 12 muffins.
--Recipe courtesy of Dianne Griffith

During
Sunday School, the
children will begin
the “Stories That
Shape Our Faith

King’s Kidz will complete
the “Toy Box Curriculum” on
Wednesday nights. What do our
favorite toys have to do with
lessons from the Bible? Next, we
will

begin

“Playing

for

God’s

Community” theme.
The lesson titles are “Adam and
Eve,”

“Noah

and

the

Flood,”

“Daniel and the Lions,” “Jonah and
the

Fish.”

Don’t

miss

any

adventures of the Deep Blue Kids
Sundays at 9:45 am.

Kids, let’s

find out how we serve God by
loving our community!

Thanks

to

all

that

contributed and took part in our
annual Harvest Festival and Trunk
Team,” and end November with
“Gobble, Gobble, Gratitude.” Are
you a part of God’s team, and do
you know how to show gratitude?
Join us each Wednesday evening
from 5:30 – 7:30 pm to find out!

or Treat. The children’s ministry
team

involves

many

different

church members with a passion
for Christ and sharing Him with
our community. Thanks for all you
do!
-Lisa Lewis

UMYF- The Matches
Igniting the flame of Christ in everyone
The month of October had a lot going on. There was
Homecoming, the Wolf Creek Car Show, the Fall Festival, Trunk or Treat and tons
of other activities in the community.
We were able to help out with the prison ministry by coloring place mats for the
inmates.
Coming up for November will be a hayride at the Fink’s house.
We will transition into a new study in Sunday school that goes over the character
of God.
The average on Wednesday nights is about twenty youth and six on Sundays.
Happy to serve,
Carri Clark
Assistant Youth Director
Coldspring United Methodist Church
Psalm 104:4
He makes his messengers winds, his minister a flaming fire.

Memorials
Nancy & Wayne Wofford in loving memory of Jeff Countiss
Susan Vaughan in loving memory of Jeff Countiss.
Don Freel in loving memory of Jeff Countiss.
Glenda Guthrie & Family in loving memory of Jeff Countiss.
Ellen & Jim Seigler in loving memory of Jeff Countiss.
Patricia Clark in loving memory of Jeff Countiss.
Jim & Betty Bough in loving memory of Brenda Ellis.

DOOR GREETERS FOR NOVEMBER
1st
2nd
3rd
4th

Sunday
Sunday
Sunday
Sunday

8:30 a.m.
Mary Miller
Bea Glassco
Lisa Anderson
Judy Swanson

11:00 a.m.
Rita & Ron Orlando
Callie Baxter
Anne Closs
Jan Parks

NOVEMBER ANNIVERSARIES
Patrick & Carri Clark
Fritz & Lee Ann Faulkner
Chris & Shannon Wallace
Gilbert & April Plunkett
Edwin & Karen Repa

11/02
11/08
11/19
11/21
11/28

USHERS FOR NOVEMBER
8:30 a.m. Lisa Anderson & Norm Young
11:00 a.m. Jan Park & Callie Baxter

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS
Sylvia Roeseler
Peggy Kaiser
Mark Simmons
Michelle Arnold
Patricia Hitt
Deana Smith
Jerry Evans
Jan Parks
Logan Pulk
Jo Ann Renfro
Betty Bough
Julie Amszi
Dana Garoutte
Patricia Clark
Allen Goehrs
Susan Vaughn

11/01
11/04
11/05
11/09
11/10
11/11
11/16
11/17
11/19
11/22
11/24
11/26
11/28
11/29
11/29
11/30

