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Grazing discussion

PHOTO BY ELIZABETH HOAG

Brothers
Paul
(left)
and Gary Gray stand in
front of their business,
Grayson’s Berryland, sign
June 12 in Clear Lake. The
Grays started planting
strawberries, blueberries
and raspberries in the
early 1980s and now plant
strictly strawberries.

PHOTO BY ABBY HOPP

Nutrition specialist Tamilee Nennich Adoph (left) discusses
nutrition with Leslea Hodgson during the pasture walk May 24
in St. Cloud. The event took place at Molitor Organic Farm in St.
Cloud.

Molitors host pasture walk
BY ABBY HOPP
STAFF WRITER
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Gray brothers manage berry business
BY ELIZABETH HOAG
STAFF WRITER

CLEAR LAKE — Two
weeks out of the year, people
young and old have the
opportunity to walk through
elds of green, sprinkled with
shiny red strawberries – picking
and biting into the juicy fruit.
Grayson’s Berryland in Clear
Lake opens this coming week,
offering an experience to pick

your own berries or buy prepicked strawberries to eat
straight off the plant or make
jam, pies, wine, daiquiris and
more.
Two brothers, Gary and
Paul Gray, have been grooming
their berry elds since the early
1980s, planting strawberries,
blueberries and raspberries to
carry on their father’s farm
work. The two are also involved
in the Minnesota Growers
Association.

“When we started the berry
elds, the local strawberry
farmer in Becker was retiring so
there was a need,” Paul said.
Gary agreed.
“We decided to plant
berries because it lled in a time
slot,” he said. “The other times
of the year, we are planting
and harvesting potatoes, corn,
soybeans and wheat.”

Grayson page 2

ASK ABOUT OUR RAKE IN THE CASH
& MOW ’N SAVE CO U PONS!
Savings up to $1,500 each on select models

Hurry! Offer expires June 29, 2018.

LOTS OF HAY EQUIPMENT IN STOCK
New arrivals daily!
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Rubes Sponsored by Fluegge’s Ag

ST. CLOUD – As the
warmer months are underway,
discussing grazing potential is
a key aspect in successfully
pasture grazing dairy cattle.
“Opportunity here is
almost endless,” said Kent
Solberg, livestock and grazing
specialist for Sustainable
Farming Association.
Over
30
bankers,
University of Minnesota

extension
employees,
farmers,
nutritionists,
agriculture
consultants,
master grazers and graduate
students gathered at Molitor
Organic Farm in St. Cloud
May 24 to discuss grazing
and how this helps nancial
success for dairy farmers.
Brad Heins, University
of
Minnesota
Dairy
Scientist,
opened
the
afternoon with discussion

Strawberry fields

ROD FLUEGGE “the boss”
Farm Material Handling Specialist
2040 Mahogany St., Mora, MN
WWW.FLUEGGESAG.COM
320-679-2981

BENTON AG | SATURDAY, JUNE 16, 2018 | Page 3B

BENTON AG

Professional design. Reasonable rates.

effective drainage.
from front

focusing on grazing potential.
In this case, grazing potential
refers to managing pasture crop
growth, improving soil health,
improving pasture fertility, controlling
weed growth and improving pasture
maintenance.
“Know the nutritional value
of grasses,” Heins said. “Test your
grasses at least three times per year,
not only about height, but diversity and
density.”
The goal of pasture feeding is to
have a high nutritional value with types
of grasses, often including a variety of
plants.
“A mixture of grasses can produce
more, helping cows have a more wellbalanced diet,” Heins said.
Diversity is key in grazing. Solberg
recommends at least 10- to 14-way
pasture mixes and 20- to 30-way cover
crop blends on grazing elds.
A diversied plant community
can improve forage quality, animal
performance and animal health.
“There is a chemical communication
between plants when they are stressed,”
Solberg said. “Polycultures tend to
outperform
monocultures
during
stressful environmental conditions.”
Solberg related diversity to a
shotgun approach, meaning plant a lot
and hope it grows.
“This does not mean all
combinations will work, but it can
stimulate soil health,” Solberg said.
In addition to diversity, farms are
dependent on soil fertility as growing
quality grass is reliant on a healthy soil
type.
Heins recommends investing in a
soil test on pastures.
“At the university farm, we use a
manure source as a fertility source, but
nothing else,” Heins said.
Cover crops are a tool to keep
healthy soil on pastureland.
“We do a corn, soybeans, pasture
rotation,” Heins said. “This results in
positive forage quality, good grazing, a
positive trend of fertility and a positive
trend to increase soil health.”
Heins recommends a permanent
pasture and cool season grasses.
“Warm season work takes a lot of
tillage and may not be good for soil
health,” Heins said.
Organic dairy farmer and owner of
the host farm Joe Molitor agreed.
“We do not do summer annuals,”
Molitor said. “You have got to have the
water.”
Following the discussion, Molitor

took attendees on a pasture walk
through his eld while discussing his
farms grazing rotations and potential.
The rst eld was a diverse pasture
with orchard grass and some ryegrass.
“It is half the thickness it should
be,” Molitor said. “If we wait 10 days,
it will be perfect.”
Molitor said it is a good pasture for
heifers.
“This eld has a relative feed
value of 180,” Molitor said. “There is
too much fertility on this eld. I would
only get one and a half milkings on this
eld.”
The Molitors milk about 300
cows, but do not have enough quality
pastureland to feed cows 100 percent
grass; therefore, 30 percent of the cows
ration is grass.
The family has their own weather
station and watches the weather so that
they can monitor moisture and feed the
cows high quality forages.
Along with utilizing the weather
station, Molitor monitors cow behavior
and makes decisions to improve the
cow ration or forage quality.
“If cows are not lying down, feed
quality is not good enough or they
didn’t eat enough,” Molitor said.
According to the University of
Minnesota, a cows grazing is not
limited to a period of time the forages
are actively growing, but rather a time
quality forage can be available to cows.
Farmers today are looking to
extend the grazing season by planting
different plants later in the year.
Throughout the grazing season for
the Molitors, each eld can be utilized
for ve rotations of grazing.
According to Molitor, high quality
elds can give their cows enough
energy to produce for two milkings.
Members of the apprenticeship
must have a minimum of ve years
experience in grazing and complete
4,000 hours of training over a two-year
program.
Throughout the program, members
share knowledge and skills, develop
skills, receive professional support,
explore new ideas and make a
difference in their operation.
“You don’t have to be organic to
graze,” Solberg said. “Even if you just
graze heifers, you can see a nancial
benet.”
Those in the dairy industry are
experiencing economic stress and
farmers need to look for a change.
“We are in radical times and
measures in dairy to keep it aoat,”
Solberg said. “Don’t discount
anything. There are many resources
and other dairy farmers available for
you to utilize.”

PRICES
STARTING
AT:

80

¢ per footot

FOR 4 INCH TILE

Price includes design
design, survey
survey,
material & installation*
* Prices are subject to prices of
material, depth and quantity.

Bill Pasche, Sales & Design
Cell: 320-293-6951
bill@agtechdrainage.com

Gene Mensen, Sales
Cell: 320-429-1036
gene@agtechdrainage.com

Brad Herickhoff, Owner
Office: 320-351-4872
Cell: 320-293-0882

Sam
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sam@agtechdrainage.com
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We are your SINGLE source
for ALL your
forage protection needs.

Our Prices Are Great Year ‘Round!
•Silage Bags •Grain Bags TAKE ADVANTAGE OF
•Silage Sheeting •Bale Film
90 DAYS
NO PAYMENTS
•Twine •Net Wrap
NO INTEREST
•Rebar •Prop. Acid
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Attendees of the pasture walk listen to Joe Molitor (second from right) discuss his
pastureland and works on his farm May 24 in St. Cloud. Molitor hosted the event at his
family’s dairy farm.

www.bluelakeplastics.com

320-333-9255
Sauk Centre, MN
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St. Pats builds birdhouses

for

21

PHOTO BY SKYLAR MORRIS

Teat Treatment

Today cephapirin Sodium
One day treatment for lactating cows

June Dairy Month Specials
BA24_1B_BP

Butter - $2
$2.95/lb
95/lb
American Sliced - $6.50/3lbs
Sharp Cheddar, Mild Cheddar, Colby Jack
and Pepper Jack - $2.85/lb

St. Pats 4-H Club members
– Eli Rademacher (front,
from left), Makayla Benc,
Skylar Morris, Aleaya Kipka,
Lane Stangler and Colton
Stangler; (back, from left)
Jess Rademacher, Nicholas
Sakry, Riley Kipka, Sam
Morris, Heaven McCallister,
Mary Kay Mix and Shianne
Morris – build blue bird
houses May 7. The Sauk
Rapids Sportsman’s Club
donated the lumber for
the project.

Agron. Petro. Feed
Deer Plo
t
Seed
Available
!
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PIERZ - GENOLA

Feed: 320-468-6655
Toll Free: 877-468-6655
Fax: 320-468-2773
www.pierzcoop.com

Serving Your Seed,
Application, Fertilizer,
Precision, and
AgChem Needs.
Stop in or give us a call
for more information!
16250 HWY 10 NW
Royalton, MN
(320) 584-5520
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Helena Agri-Enterprises, LLC

Publications

BRENT PLUMSKI
Marketing Consultant
11 2nd Avenue N., Unit 103
Sauk Rapids, MN 56379
Ofﬁce: 320-251-1971 • Cell: 320-249-2718
Fax: 320-229-5828

brent.p@star-pub.com
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June
Molitor
from pg. 8B
Working side by side with his son
has afrmed Terry’s career in dairying,
and he is looking forward to Pat having
his turn at running the family farm.
“I’ve had a good career,” Terry
said. “We’ve worked hard to develop a
good herd, kept good help to keep things
running and we’ve had good health.
That’s what makes farming so much
easier because it’s not a 40-hour per
week job. You never really get time off,
and you hope to God you don’t get sick
because the load gets so much heavier
for the ones who have to do it.”
Terry is hopeful he has given Pat all
the knowledge and tools he needs to be
successful at farming.
“I’m hoping if something happens
to me tonight, that Pat has what he needs
to grab the bull by the horns,” Terry said.
As his father helped him build the
barn, Terry plans to help Pat in the same
way.
“A lot of people today, if they don’t
get some help, I’m not sure they can get
going,” Terry said. “After all, you can’t
take the money with you.”
Pat hopes to someday install a
milking parlor but for now, the Molitors

are weathering the current low milk and
commodity prices. Terry said it has not
been easy, but they are trying to make it
through while hoping prices get better
soon.
“I don’t mind working hard, but
there should be a little payback, too,”
Terry said.
Despite the challenges, Terry is
quick to point to the rewards of farming.
Terry singles out his No. 1 producing
cow in the herd today – a crossbred cow
producing 158 pounds at her peak.
“She’s not the prettiest looking cow,
but she’s been our top producing cow for
6-7 months now,” Terry said.
Watching his herd develop into what
it is today and always striving for the
next goal is what has kept Terry farming
all these years. He has learned to take the
good with the bad and how to go with the
ow.
Now seeing his son and nephew
working alongside him makes the long
days and hard work worthwhile.
“It makes you feel good that the road
you’ve traveled all these years was well
worth it,” Terry said. “Hopefully when
I’m out of the equation the boys stay with
it.”
That is Terry’s dream – a dream a
lifetime in the making.

Pat Molitor beds an area where a portion of their dairy herd is housed on their farm
June 12 in Sauk Rapids. Pat began farming with his dad, Terry, when he graduated high
school in 2003.

Dairy Days are Back!

Enjoy FREE ICE CREAM at any of our 3 locations on Thursday, June 21st
and Friday, June 22nd to celebrate summer and our local Dairy Farmers.
• Daily drawings of 5 qt ice cream pails.
• Kids 12 and under can bring in a colored picture about dairy farming
and receive a coupon for an ice cream treat.

Because friendly still counts!
PHOTOS BY MARK KLAPHAKE

Terry (far right) talks with his nutritionists, Jim Urman (left) and Terry Van Dyke, June
12 in Molitor’s dairy barn in Sauk Rapids.
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BOAT & WATERCRAFT

320.468.2509
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59 Minnesota 23
800 industrial Dr S Suite 206
6
Foley, MN 56329
Sauk Rapids, MN 56379
(320) 968-6496
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Over 30 Agriculture Skid Steer Attachments

Rock Buckets

Brush Cutters

Auger Drives

320.468.6655
PIERZ - GENOLA

www.pierzcoop.com

High Dump Bucket

Manure Scrapers Bale Grapples
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It’s time to talk heat stress abatement
following the exposure. Decreased
Where has time gone? Are we really
fertility can lead to more days open and
halfway through June already? It seems
disrupt the cycle to which a cow enters
like only yesterday I was talking about
and exits the milking herd. In addition,
cold stress, and now it is time to talk
embryo loss is 3.7 times more likely in
about heat stress. Heat abatement and
times of heat stress.
preventing heat stress on a dairy farm
In order to prevent high economic
seems easy enough, but there are many
losses during summer, there are several
things to keep in mind.
steps that can be taken. Always keep in
Thinking about heat stress is
mind that cows feel discomfort in the
important as it can have a huge economic
heat sooner than we do. Cows are most
impact. The three main heat stress
BY EMILY WILMES comfortable at 50 degrees Fahrenheit and
symptoms driving economic loss are:
University of
begin to feel heat stress at 68 degrees.
- Decreased dry matter intake.
MN
Extension
Make sure fans and sprinklers are being
Dairy cattle will signicantly decrease
turned on at an adequate time. Research
dry matter intake during heat stress in
suggests fans should be turned on at 65
an attempt to reduce heat production
from the digestion and metabolism of nutrients. It is degrees.
There a lot of facilities-related components that
important to develop a nutrient dense ration during
go into heat abatement. Think like an engineer to
periods of heat stress.
- Low milk production. Milk production can be make sure you do not miss anything. Kevin Janni,
signicantly reduced during heat stress. Research agricultural engineer with University of Minnesota
has found that when cows experience days where the Extension provides his facilities tips:
- Shade cuts solar heat gain for cows on pasture.
temperature heat index, or THI, is between 65 and
73, milk yield loss averages 5 pounds per cow per Cows in barns have shade. Roof overhangs provide
more shade near the barn sidewalls.
day.
- Barn ventilation cools cows by providing air
- Impaired reproduction. Heat stress hinders
reproductive performance of the dairy cow and exchange between inside and outside. Ventilation
consequential impacts can be seen for months can be by either natural or mechanical means. In hot
weather, provide as much ventilation as you can.
- Tunnel ventilation brings air in at one end or
side of a barn and exhausts it out the other. Size fans
and inlets correctly and make sure the fans are well
maintained and inlets are open.
- Mixing fans hung from rafters or trusses create
air movement during hot weather to help cool cows
by blowing air past the cows. Mixing fans do not
provide air exchange between inside and outside but
they supplement the cooling effect of ventilation.
*limited
quantities
- Low pressure sprinklers along feed bunks or

FlY Tubs

RolYmax & RolY
Pro Mag 1256#
tubs on sale

Co-op Creamery

16623 Ironwood RD NE, Oak Park, MN
Store hours: M-F 8 to 5 & Sat 8 to 12
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Oak Park 320.968.7864

USDA resumes continuous Conservation
Reserve Program enrollment

and
Discover the versatility metal
s
durability of Metal Sale ls
roof and wall pane

BUILDIN
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SERVICE

If it’s time to cover your home, barn,
shed, utility building or any other
project, metal panels are the durable
and sustainable choice.
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Pro-Panel II

Metal Sales Classic Rib and Pro-Panel II
roof and wall panels are available in a
w
wide selection of ENERGY STAR® listed
colors and standard trims.
A 45 year finish warranty makes Classic
Rib and Pr-Panel II Panels a durable and
economical option for just about any
metal roof or wall project.

240 Main Street, Foley, MN 56329
320-968-6291 • www.foleylumber.com

in holding areas wet the cows’ backs to provide
cooling. Wet the cows’ backs to the skin. Low
pressure sprinkler systems must turn on and off.
Cow heat evaporates the water and cools the cows
when the sprinklers are off. Mixing fans enhance the
effect. At 70 degrees, sprinklers should be turned
on at a cycle of two minutes every 15 minutes. As
temperature increases, sprinklers need to cycle at
shorter intervals.
- High pressure misters cool the air by creating
a ne mist or small droplets. The droplets need to
evaporate before they hit the stalls or bedding. Place
misters near inlets. Misters are not as effective when
ventilation blows the mist out of the barn before the
air cools.
- Evaporative pads cool and humidify the inlet
air in low-prole cross-ventilated barns. The pads
need to be uniformly moist for best effect. Fresh
water needs to be added and check for mineral
accumulation and algae growth.
Cows need plenty of access to fresh water. There
should be 1.2-3.6 linear inches of space per cow at
a waterer. As temperatures increase, so does water
consumption and crowding at waterers can occur.
Ensure you have enough space at each waterer, as
well as enough waterers. In freestall barns with
four rows, waterers at every crossover are adequate.
Understanding barn and pen design, as well as
stocking rates will allow you to make the right
decisions when it comes to waterers. Also, think
about having a waterer outside the parlor. Cows
consume about 10 percent of their daily water after
milking.
There are a lot of components to keeping your
cows cool and reducing negative economic impact in
the summer. Prepare for the hottest days of summer
by checking all fans, sprinklers and waterers to make
sure they are working properly.

EMPLOYMENT
OPPORTUNITY

Foley Lumber
is looking for a full time
estimator/sales person.
Experience estimating in
the construction industry
is preferred.
Contact

FOLEY LUMBER
or send resumes to

contactus@
foleylumber.com

BUILDING CENTER
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As part of a 33-year effort to
protect sensitive lands and improve
water quality and wildlife habitat on
private lands, the U.S. Department
of Agriculture will resume accepting
applications for the voluntary
Conservation
Reserve
Program.
Eligible farmers, ranchers and private
landowners can sign up at a Farm
Service Agency ofce between June 4
and Aug. 17.
“The
Conservation
Reserve
Program is an important component
of the suite of voluntary conservation
programs USDA makes available
to agricultural producers, beneting
both the land and wildlife,” said
Sonny Perdue, U.S. Secretary of
Agriculture. “On the road, I often
hear rst-hand how popular CRP is
for our recreational sector; hunters,
shermen, conservationists and bird
watchers. CRP also is a powerful tool
to encourage agricultural producers to
set aside unproductive, marginal lands
that should not be farmed to reduce
soil erosion, improve water quality,
provide habitat for wildlife and boost
soil health.”
FSAstopped accepting applications
last fall for the CRP continuous
signup (excluding applications for the
Conservation Reserve Enhancement
Program (CREP) and CRP grasslands).
This pause allowed USDA to review
available acres and avoid exceeding
the 24 million-acre CRP cap set by the
2014 Farm Bill. New limited practice
availability and short sign up period
helps ensure that landowners with

the most sensitive acreage will enroll
in the program and avoid unintended
competition with new and beginning
farmers seeking leases. CRP enrollment
is about 22.7 million acres.
For this year’s signup, limited
priority practices are available for
continuous enrollment. They include
grassed waterways, lter strips,
riparian buffers, wetland restoration
and others.
FSA will use updated soil rental
rates to make annual rental payments,
reecting current values. It will not
offer incentive payments as part of the
new signup.
USDA will not open a general
signup this year; however, a one-year
extension will be offered to existing
CRP participants with expiring CRP
contracts of 14 years or less. Producers
eligible for an extension will receive a
letter with more information.
Additionally, FSA established new
ranking criteria for CRP grasslands.
To guarantee all CRP grasslands offers
are treated equally, applicants who
previously applied will be asked to
reapply using the new ranking criteria.
Producers with pending applications
will receive a letter providing the
options.
Producers wanting to apply for
the CRP continuous signup or CRP
grasslands should contact their USDA
service center. To locate a FSA ofce,
visit https://www.farmers.gov. More
information on CRP can be found at
www.fsa.usda.gov/crp.
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Showcase exhibits 4-H

PHOTOS BY ELIZABETH HOAG

Granite Clouds 4-H Club members – Gabe Kapinos (from left), Adam Heinen, Robert
Mersinger, Aprilia Borchert, Eliza Kapinos, Jack Kelley, Holly Heinen, Zoe Spiczka,
Evelyn Kelley, Johnathan Mersinger and Kathrine Mersinger – perform “Share the Fun”
June 6 at the Benton County Fairgrounds in Sauk Rapids. The performance was part
of the Second Annual 4-H Showcase and Performing Arts Evening. Not pictured is
Mathias Kapinos.
BY ELIZABETH HOAG
STAFF WRITER

SAUK RAPIDS — Benton
County 4-H members and those
interested in the program participated
in the Second Annual 4-H Showcase
and Performing Arts Evening June 6
at the Benton County Fairgrounds in
Sauk Rapids.
The evening was lled with
activities such as a guided tour,
ambassador introductions, project
exhibits, live animals and a performing
arts show. The purpose of the event is
to allow families interested in 4-H to
learn about the program from those
already involved.
Benton County 4-H Program
Coordinator, Ann Olson, welcomed

about 150 attendees to the event with
help from 4-H Intern Tori Halverson
and summer assistant Lexi Roberts.
Twelve students performed in the
showcase and animals at the event
ranged from rabbits and chickens to
lamas [llamas and alpacas] and horses.
Ambassador
advisor,
Joyce
Belanger, introduced the county’s
student ambassadors and the students
shared the number of years they have
participated in 4-H as well as their
project areas.
The evening wrapped up with
several Benton County participants
sharing through a question and answer
period.

4-H page 12B

Foley students Ella Leabch (from left), Aleaya Kipka, Makayla Benc and Skylar Morris
enjoy pizza at the project showcase event in Sauk Rapids June 6. The four are members
of Benton County 4-H.

It’s June Dairy Month!
on
Free grilled cheese sandwiches each .49¢ ice
Wednesday in June from 11-1pm! Thanks cream
to our hardworking dairy farmers. cones!
10% Off All Dairy Products! Try a
different flavor of cheese each week!

$2.79/LB
butter!

Check out our skid loader
attachment rental fleet!
- 72” Angle broom - Tree Shear/Splitter - Tree Puller - Tree Scoop - Post Hold Digger 12”/18”/24”
- Pallet Fork 48” 400lb - Free Stall Plow - Sand/Fertilizer Spreader - 66” Skeleton Grapple
- 72” Brush Cutter - 72” Land Leveler - Rock Bucket 66” and 72”

Daily, Weekly and monthly rates available with deposit

Our Bloomers are ALL

50% OFF all
greenhouse plants!

BA24-1B-BP

Half OFF

Propane
p
Deal! - $8.99 for a 20lb fill!
Stop in and get your Traeger Grill!
Travis Boyle (left) and AJ Rahm, both of Foley, play saxophone June 6 at the Second
Annual 4-H Showcase and Performing Arts Evening. The event took place in Sauk
Rapids at the Benton County Fairgrounds.

Gilman Co-op Creamery
FEED & FARM SUPPLY STORE

Fill 3, get your 4th fill FREE

Gilman, MN 320-387-2770
Open M-F 7:30-7, Sat. 7:30-5, Sun. 8:30-1

Good service - fair prices - every day

WWW.GILMANCREAMERY.COM
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4H from page 11B

PHOTOS BY ELIZABETH HOAG

Mason and Ashley Rohloff perform
a guitar duet while 4-H Summer
Assistant Lexi Roberts (left) and 4-H
Summer Intern Tori Halverson hold
the microphones June 6 in Sauk
Rapids. The performance took place
at the Second Annual 4-H Showcase
and Performing Arts Evening.

(Left)
4-H
participant
Brady Roberts, a
seventh-grade
student from Sauk
Rapids, performs
a hip-hop dance
to
the
song
“Don’t Stop” at the
Second
Annual
4-H
Showcase
and Performing
Arts
Evening
June 6 in Sauk
Rapids. Roberts,
received reserved
champion
for
grades 7 and up.

(Above)
Kirsten
Beehler, of Foley,
performs a lyrical
dance
to
“Don’t
Stop Believing” at
the Second Annual
4-H Showcase and
Performing
Arts
Evening
in
Sauk
Rapids June 6. Beehler
received
grand
champion for grades 7
and up.
(Left) Eliza Kapinos, a
fourth-grade student
from St. Cloud, pets a
cow, owned by Sam
Morris, at the Benton
County Fairgrounds
June 6 in Sauk Rapids.
The public was invited
to the Second Annual
4-H Showcase and
Performing
Arts
Evening to learn more
about 4-H.

