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"Peace be with You."
(Revisited from 2015 for Brookdale)
Luke 24:36b-48
“Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable to you, O Lord, my rock and my redeemer.” (Psalm 19:14, NRSV) Amen.
"Peace be with you."

I want you to know that every Minister of the Church, lay or ordained, is called to carry on Christ's work of reconciliation in the world. We are all called and commissioned to be ambassadors of peace. However, to really understand the peace of Christ, you have to know the back story. You have to know what happened before Jesus showed up, and before He stood among His eleven remaining disciples. I mean if you really recall they actually abandoned Him, they betrayed Him, and He was killed. When you walk away from a dead man, you do not expect to have to face that person again. And yet here He is, standing among them. Now, he could have said a lot of things or even rebuked them. He could have even provided them with instruction, or even simply expressed His frustration. However, he chose another route. He never even brought up their failures. They didn't deserve this treatment, and they didn't earn it. However, He opens with peace, and offers them reconciliation.
Every Sunday we practice the peace of Christ with each other before we present our offering at the altar and we eat together. In doing so we are not just saying "good morning" we are restoring unity where there is fracture. The sharing of peace is a moment of reconciliation in the context of the liturgy. Restoring people to unity with each other in Christ.

We are also reminded that with everything in the liturgy, that which we practice here, is not actually meant to stay here. Beyond our doors is a world of chaos and pain, littered with broken relationships. Our mission is not to rebuke or instruct or express our frustration. We are called to share the peace that Christ has shared with us. It is something that we don't deserve; it is something we didn't earn. The Gospel reminds us that what is broken can be restored. We come bearing the peace of Christ. Reconciliation. It is the mission of the Risen Christ, and it is Jesus' mission for each and every one of us.
The Bible tells us that Jesus came into the same room where the eleven and their friends were gathered following his crucifixion and death. Jesus then carried on a conversation with his friends and ate a piece of broiled fish. For some of us, the fact that this story is reported in the biblical record is all the proof we need. However, there are others of us who may have, in our deep-down honest selves, a wondering or even some doubt about the truth of this story. To put it bluntly, some of us find this story difficult to believe. Even the disciples had this problem and they were in the same room with the Risen Christ!
The scripture tells us that the disciples "were startled and terrified." Jesus asked, "Why are you frightened, and why do doubts arise in your hearts?" Not only did Jesus respond to their fear, He also sensed their doubt. And although the biblical record from Luke doesn't say it specifically, I am convinced that Jesus could well have said, Be not afraid. Be of good courage. Let not your hearts be troubled. I believe that Jesus asked His disciples and their friends, "Why are you frightened?" as a way to say there is no need to fear.

In the odd plot of our lives where people often come and go, it is good to have one person that we can count on and introduce to everyone we know. The resurrection appearances in Luke remind us of the very fact that Jesus is coming back at a time we cannot predict. That Jesus has said goodbye only to say hello. Jesus is with us in the presence and person of the Holy Spirit. He only left so he could stay. I mean resurrected life can never honestly be comprehended, contained, or controlled by human thought or understanding. Jesus’ resurrection compels us to step outside our usual human understandings of reality and enter into the divine reality.
Christ our God longs and desires us to open our minds to understand the scriptures, to understand all that has been written and spoken. To explore what has been revealed about him in whatever form that happens and has happened. That’s what Jesus did for the disciples and it’s what he does for us.

The Risen Christ insists that his followers see and touch the wounds. He wants us to see that he still carries all our sorrow, all our shame, and all the vulnerability that we know as humans. In so doing, Christ our God declares, “No, it’s not all over, and I have not left you behind. I have not left you alone with your wounds." We know that through human reality that some wounds and scars last a long time, and many are even permanent. And I think that’s why Jesus still had the wounds when he rose from the dead. 
No! God did not erase the wounds from the resurrected Christ. No! God did not erase the wounds from deep in God’s heart, because human experience, including all its pain, is not all behind the Lord. If pain and struggle are not all in the past for us, they are not all in the past for God. If weakness and disability are not all in the past for us, they are not all in the past for God. Jesus overcame death, but he did not leave his humanity behind. He didn’t leave us behind. He didn’t take himself out of our struggle. There is indeed healing in knowing that.
The resurrected Jesus came and sought his doubting, questioning, failing, and hopeless followers. Therein lies our hope. God comes to us in Jesus in surprising ways when we least expect it. This is the heart of the message. So, let us seek to be a people so rooted in the Easter vision of God’s unconditional love and forgiveness that our hearts will burn with a desire to talk about God’s love in Jesus Christ to those who are close to us and to those whose names we do not know. 
Amen.
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     In this account of an appearance after his resurrection, Jesus opens the minds of 

     the disciples to understand him as Messiah. Jesus convinces them that he has 

     been raised and sends them on a mission to proclaim the message of repentance 

     and forgiveness.

     36b Jesus himself stood among [the disciples] and said to them, “Peace be with 

     you.” 37They were startled and terrified, and thought that they were seeing a 

     ghost. 38He said to them, “Why are you frightened, and why do doubts arise in 

     your hearts? 39Look at my hands and my feet; see that it is I myself. Touch me 

     and see; for a ghost does not have flesh and bones as you see that I have.” 

     40And when he had said this, he showed them his hands and his feet. 41While in 

     their joy they were disbelieving and still wondering, he said to them, “Have you 

     anything here to eat?” 42They gave him a piece of broiled fish, 43and he took it 

     and ate in their presence.

 
     44Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still 

     with you—that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and 

     the psalms must be fulfilled.” 45Then he opened their minds to understand the 

     scriptures, 46and he said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer 

     and to rise from the dead on the third day, 47and that repentance and 

     forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from 

     Jerusalem. 48You are witnesses of these things.”
PAGE  
7

