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VETERANS’ MEMORIAL CEREMONY

Town Supervisor Edna
Frasier and Deputy Supervisor Steve Ramant talk
before the Hague 2020
Vision Meeting

On the 11th hour of the 11th day of the 11th month, the
Memorial Bell was rung by Councilman Steve Ramant and the
annual ceremony honoring all who served began. Many residents turned out on a windy and cold, but bright fall day for this
annual event.
Jim O’Toole, Brigadier General, U.S. Army Retired, gave
his reflections on the service of the many military personnel
and their families to whom we owe our gratitude. He singled
out the late Town Councilman and veteran Rudy Meola as an
example of the richness of our nation’s character.
On Thursday, November 10, 2016 a few residents gathered
at the Community Center to discuss the Hague 2020 Vision
recommendations from the September 29th meeting. Audience
members were given printouts summarizing what each of the
groups at the previous meeting had discussed. You can view
this summary on the Town of Hague website at <http://
www.townofhague.org>.

O’Toole thanked Bertha Dunsmore, Mike Cherubini, Bill
Gourley and Bob Johnson, who helped organize the event. Bob
Johnson gave the invocation and benediction and played taps.
Town Supervisor Edna Frasier added her words of thanks for
the service of our veterans and a Boy Scout troop led the
Pledge of Allegiance.

After the ceremony, the public was invited to a delicious
luncheon hosted by the HVFD at the firehouse.

With ZEO Cathy Clark chairing the meeting, participants
discussed the list of challenges and recommendations from
each group. She announced that the Hague Town Board has
budgeted for the LA Group to work with the town to help finalize the recommended actions.
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SENIOR NEWS
We had a great Halloween Party/October Meeting on October 25, 2016. Our guest speaker from the Office of the Aging,
Miss Hanna, was a wonderful speaker who gave out a lot of
useful information. If you are not a club member or missed the
meeting, you can pick up the information at the Community
Center.
The theme for the party was 50s and 60s. People dressed
up and we gave out prizes. First went to Flo Kunnas, second to
Kitty Zacharenko and third to Anita Masten. We had all kinds
of food including hot dogs, ice cream sundaes, malts and, of
course, root beer floats and ice cream sodas. We also played
Trivia and gave candy for correct answers and had great music.

Then, we have our BIG Event of the Year: the Seniors’
Annual Christmas Party on December 6th at noon at the Hague
Volunteer Fire Department. It will be catered by Katy Wells,
Linda Mury and their crew. Hague Senior of the Year will be
announced and we’ll give away many prizes. If you have not
signed up, contact an officer.
The Hague Seniors wish you and your families a very Happy Thanksgiving.
by Pat Hintze

HOLIDAY IN HAGUE
Holiday in Hague will be Saturday, December 3, 2016.
Anyone wishing to enter the tree-decorating contest should
contact Katy Wells at 543-3132. Trees will be available on December 1st. Contestants may use traditional as well as nontraditional tree decorations.
Judging of the trees will begin at noon on Saturday, December 3rd.
The Annual Parade will start at 2 pm at the park, featuring
Santa and Mrs. Claus. Any person or group who would like to
participate should be at the park by 1:45 pm. Awards will again
be given for the best-dressed doggies, so deck out your dog and
join us for the parade.

Then, we went bowling on the 28th of October and it was
fun, as usual. The winner of the pin this month was Ida Jordan
for most improved bowler for the day. We were all excited to
see how well she did. Then, we had good pizza and a laugh or
two or three. Come on out to Adirondack Lanes on December
2nd at noon and join us for our next bowling event.
We had game night on November 2nd at Mike and
Maureen Cherubini’s house. Thank you for hosting this month,
Mike and Maureen!
The November meeting was early this month on the 15th
because of Thanksgiving. We played Bingo and everyone
brought a gift to get into the holiday season of sharing and caring. We had many nice give-away prizes and we loved the BINGO!!!
The same officers will be serving the club in 2017 as in
2016. Thank you all for coming back to serve another year.
We’ll be taking a road trip over to The Christmas Tree
Shop in Vermont on November 17th. We’ll meet at the Community Center at 9 am. After shopping, we’ll go to lunch.

The parade will end at the Community Center with the
annual Christmas Party. Awards for the parade will be given,
there will be refreshments and children can visit with Santa and
Mrs. Claus.
Awards for the decorated trees will be presented at the
Hague Volunteer Fire Department starting at 6 pm. For more
information, contact Meg Haskell at 543-2015.

HVFD
In October, the Hague Volunteer Fire Department (HVFD)
had seven Emergency Medical Services (EMS) calls with 45.5
volunteer hours and 15 fire calls and drills with 87.5 volunteer
hours.
As the weather turns colder, please be careful on the roads,
especially early in the morning, as this is the season for black
ice.
Happy Thanksgiving to all from all of us at the Hague Volunteer Fire Department!
by Meg Haskell
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BEAUTY THAT IS “GOOD FOR THE LAKE”

OKTOBERFEST A RESOUNDING SUCCESS

We recently took a lovely cruise on the Lac du Saint Sacrement with friends. The fall colors painted a beautiful background for the splendid natural beauty of Lake George. However, the foreground images were quite disturbing---shoreline
properties with excessively green lawns that were chemically
induced by fertilizers that run directly into the lake with
absolutely no stormwater provisions at all. It is a landscaping
nightmare for Lake George! Particularly disturbing was when
the Lake George Steamboat Company announcer lauded one of
these lawns as the winner of landscaping awards!

The 8th Annual Hague Oktoberfest, held September 16-19,
2016, was once again a tremendous success, attracting more
than 900 visitors, along with a record number of craftspeople
and vendors.
Some of the comments heard from attendees were:
“We come to Hague’s Oktoberfest every year. We really
look forward to it.”
“I love this event! It’s one of the best days of the year.
Such great community spirit.”
“I go to a lot of different Oktoberfests, but this one is by
far the best. People are so friendly and so obviously enjoying
themselves.”
All of the proceeds from the event will go to support area
youth programs: $500 to the Ticonderoga Backpack Program,
$1,500 to the Beste Scholarship Fund and $500 for a college
scholarship for a Hague student planning to study science, technology, engineering or math (STEM).

The owners of these truly beautiful, magnificent homes
appear to have a misguided interpretation of what real Adirondack beauty is. Imagine how lovely and deserving of awards
this property could be with plants, shrubs and trees that both
beautify and protect the lake. I find it very upsetting that this
home is being pointed out and even complimented for its landscaping.
And, sadly, only a token mention was given to the Jefferson
Project as we cruised by one of their deployed Intelligent monitoring stations!
More clearly than ever before, I now understand why the
Diamond Point “dead zone” is growing annually and why Village Bay is no longer considered oligotrophic. An oligotrophic
lake has low nutrient concentrations and therefore little plant
growth. These scenes complement the gross pictures of algae
posted on the Lake George Algae Watcher’s Facebook page.
(Go to Facebook and type “Lake George Algae Watchers” in the
search bar.)

The Oktoberfest Committee (Carolyn Close, Tom Haskell,
Don Johnston, Ginger Kuenzel, Steve Ramant, Sandy Rypkema, Tom Schaffer and I) thanks the 60 volunteers who made
this Oktoberfest possible. We also thank Arcady Bay Homeowners for the use of its tent for children’s activities and the
Hague Volunteer Fire Department and the Fish and Game Club,
who provided tables and chairs.
The committee is especially grateful for the support of the
following local businesses and organizations for their sponsorship of Oktoberfest:
Town of Hague • Hague Chamber Events Committee • the
Sno-Goers • Kiwanis Club of Ticonderoga • Belden Property
Services • Condit Brothers • Dockside Landing • Green Acres
Campsite • The Hague Market • Lake George Lettering •
Lakeside Plumbing • North Country Landscaping • Northbrook
Motel • Ruah Bed and Breakfast • Silver Bay YMCA • Ticonderoga Federal Credit Union • Walt Porter Building •
Walt Waters Excavating.

As Lake George Park Commission Chairman Bruce Young
stated while speaking about variance applications, the criteria
for approval should be solely based on one question: “Is it good
for the lake?” This concept needs to be engrained in each of us.
We need to express to our local officials that all marketing and
publicity for Lake George needs to be centered on that question.
We need to promote the right things for the lake by using Low
Impact Development (LID) that is “Good for the lake!”
With the very upsetting negative publicity surrounding the
closing of Million Dollar Beach this summer due to fecal material, Lake George could certainly use some positive buzz that
could be generated by a concerted effort to change the direction
of the “State of the Lake” by embracing and consistently considering the question, “Is it good for the lake?”
The Adirondack Lawn Program developed by the Hague
Water Quality Awareness Committee (HWQAC) is working to
end the pollution of Lake George by chemical fertilizers. We
also need to quantify, understand and educate that true Adirondack beauty is what will be “Good for the Lake!”
by Al Rider

Sandy Rypkema competing against Jan Arthur for the title of Miss Oktoberfest.
Rypkema won.

by Graham Bailey
11/16

-4-

BUDGET MEETINGS
All Hague Town Board members were present for three
budget workshops held on October 17, 18 and 19, 2016. Although open to everyone, the only member of the public in attendance was Judy Stock for The Hague Chronicle. A required
public hearing was held just before the November board meeting. Because changes to the tentative budget were requested by
some of the board members, it will be necessary for the board
to meet on November 14th for final approval. As has been true
for several years, there will be no general town tax, but there
will be taxes for needed fire and emergency services. A final
budget summary will be published in our December issue.

TOWN BOARD MEETING – 11/9/2016
Supervisor Edna Frasier and Board Members Steve Ramant, Ginger Kuenzel, Michael Cherubini and Marty Fitzgerald
were all present.
Supervisor Frasier called the meeting to order at 5:50 pm to
start the auditing of bills.
After the Pledge of Allegiance, a moment of silence was
held for Rose-Marie Frasier and George and Gloria Hawkins.
From committee reports:
Highway – Highway Superintendent Smith mentioned that
blacktopping is done; they will do a tool inventory and they are
ready for winter roads.
Recreation & Promotion & Youth – Councilman Cherubini
reported on a Warren County Youth Forum Committee that he
attended, which had information on an “Alive at 25” program.
This is a 4.5 hour defensive driving course designed for youth
ages 15-24. The Justice can refer youthful offenders to the program.
Sewer Districts #1 & # 2 – Supervisor Frasier reported that
three permit violations were received last month, but they are
now under control. Councilwoman Kuenzel reported, she and
volunteer resident Jim Beaty went to the treatment plant to research information on homeowner pumps. Many of those in
Sewer District #1 are at the point in their lifecycle where they
are going to be wearing out. Although the record-keeping now
is good, a lot of original data was not easily available and Jim
has spent hours searching for needed data.
Under other business, the board:
Approved a request by the Hague Sno-goers to use a small
part of the Highway Department property for an 8’ x 40’ connex
with a lean-to off of it for storage of their equipment.
Approved 4 - 1 (Kuenzel opposed) asking the original website committee to set up a protocol or policy for website posting.
The board had suggested at its last regular meeting that someone, such as the Town Supervisor, should approve any website
postings in advance.

Heard a suggestion to remove fallen logs in Hague Brook
so there is not a problem of ice build-up in the winter and
spring.
Approved ordering and using a time clock system activated
by a fingerprint. This new system would eliminate the need for
time cards and would also ensure accurate reporting of the actual time worked. This would also ensure proper reporting for the
state retirement fund.
Agreed to put up signs requesting that no food or drink
other than water be allowed in the courtroom and boardroom as
a bad food stain was reported on the new carpeting.
Heard a report from Councilman Ramant that he has
checked with the cable company on service on the back roads,
which is still to be installed. He said the company will go forward and hopes to have it done by spring, but it is weather related.
Agreed to keep Michele Denno, who made the original
request, and the board informed about progress with speed
signs on Split Rock Road.

ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS - 10/27/16
Chairman Robert Goetsch, Jon Hanna, Ray Snyder,
Maureen Cherubini and Chris Navitsky were present. Linda
Mury and Lindsay Mydlarz were absent.
HALL (76.8-1-15) 231 Silver Bay Rd.
The owners requested variances for construction of a 22 ft.
by 25 ft. garage above an existing foundation. The construction
would not be within the sideline setbacks and therefore
requires a variance.
The board approved the frontline setback with the condition that the roof be a steeper pitch with asphalt shingles or the
same pitch with snow dams. The board approved the sideline
setback with the condition that the applicant provide for storm
water management on the lakeside with a berm or a trench so
runoff doesn’t enter the lake. Applicant must also minimize
the overhang on the southeast corner of the roof.

PLANNING BOARD - 11/3/16
Chairman Dick Frasier and Board Members Dan Belden,
Pam Peterson, Janet Hanna and Martin Fitzgerald were all present. Bob Whitaker and Judy Gourley were absent.
TONER (26.6-1-17) 4 Forest Bay Rd. N
The owners would like to demolish their existing bunkhouse and construct a new bunkhouse with a full bath and office. The structure would be 6 ft. longer. The request is under
Planning Board review because they want a bathroom to go
into this new structure. The board made plans for a site visit.

Declined to have the forester proceed with logging plans at
the Sabbath Day Point sandpit as they would have to pay him to
flag the trees and would get money back only when the logs
were actually sold.
Approved a $2,700 transfer of funds to cover replacing the
transmission on the town truck.
Approved dues of $300 to the Adirondack Review Board.
11/16
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HAGUE MEMORY TREE

HAGUE SNO-GOERS

Each year, Diane Trudeau and Bertha Dunsmore continue the tradition of putting up the
Hague Memory Tree at the Community Center.
The tradition was started by Diane’s mother,
Imogene Frasier, in memory of her son, Dale
(Diane’s brother). All proceeds go to the HVFD
and the names of all those deceased in whose
memory donations are given will be published
in the January issue of The Hague Chronicle.
To include someone on the Memory Tree, please send $1
donation per name. Checks should be made payable to the
Hague Chamber of Commerce BUT mailed to Town of Hague
Memory Tree, PO Box 509, Hague, NY 12836. Donations can
also be given directly to Diane or Bertha at the Community
Center.

WATER QUALITY AND PROPERTY VALUES
As was recently reported by the Lake George Mirror, in an
article by Lake George Waterkeeper Chris Navitsky, research at
Lake Champlain shows that “a three-foot drop in water clarity
yields a 37 percent depreciation for seasonal homes and a three
percent loss for year-round single family homes.” This could
happen to Lake George.
The clarity of Lake George has been taken for granted by
many of us. But, according to Navitsky, “Since 1980, Lake
George has exhibited an overall loss in water clarity of 1.5
feet.” Both the natural and economic value of Lake George will
suffer unless we take decisive action.
With the two billion annual tourism economy now at risk,
it is important to reduce stress on the lake’s natural systems to
protect property values and our economy. We must do all we
can to urge our local governments and lake-saving organizations to continue and improve all water quality programs.
We in Hague are fortunate that we have a dedicated group
of people on the Hague Water Quality Awareness Committee
(HWQAC) who are studying this issue and are working hard to
keep Lake George water pristine. Please see related articles on
page 3 and page 6 of this issue of The Hague Chronicle.

TICONDEROGA’S VACANT PROPERTIES
The Town of Ticonderoga has received a $75,000 grant to
help deal with the problems of vacant and abandoned properties
and to help families avoid foreclosure.
Ticonderoga is one of 76 cities and towns across the state
to receive these funds within the new “Zombie Remediation
and Prevention Initiative” and is the smallest municipality in
terms of population to receive a grant in this new program. The
New York State Office of the Attorney General will provide
these funds as part of a financial settlement with Morgan Stanley related to its mortgage practices during the national financial crisis.
Like many small towns in upstate New York, Ticonderoga
is plagued with many derelict and abandoned buildings. These
properties can create health and safety problems and can seriously hurt efforts to attract new businesses and residents.

The Hague Sno-Goers Snowmobile Club is located in
northern Warren County. It has 17+ groomed trails with some
spectacular views of Lake George. The trails are for snowshoeing and cross-country skiing as well as snowmobiling.
To join online, go to <http://www.nysnowmobiler.com>,
contact membership administrator Kim Coffin at 543-2047 or
go to <haguesnogoers@yahoo.com.
For more information, go to their website at <haguesnogoers.com>.
The Sno-Goers wish you a safe and fun winter and ask you
to ***THINK SNOW! ***

TICOUSTICS – MUSIC, FOOD AND DRINKS
TiCoustics provides a chance to hear local musicians perform in a relaxed setting and enjoy some food and drinks at the
same time. The shows take place on the first and third Wednesdays of each month, from 7-9 pm at the Burleigh House on
Montcalm Street in Ticonderoga. The songs on December 7,
2016 will be “musicians’ choice” with Ed Raquett, Lance Dolbeck and others. On December 21st, Dan Kirsner, Karen Costello and others will perform Christmas music.

BECOME A MASTER GARDENER
Applications for the January 2017 Master Gardener Training Program are now being accepted for Warren County, NY.
Whatever the student’s level of experience, the program can
provide either new or additional information. After enrolling in
the course, participants will be given a binder of information
that will supplement weekly presentations by Cornell University faculty, Cooperative Extension staff and local experts on a
wide range of garden topics.
These topics include basic botany, entomology, soil health,
home lawn care, vegetable, fruit and flower gardening, composting, organic gardening and other practical and interesting
subject matter.
Participants will learn more about what’s going on in their
own gardens, share gardening knowledge with people in their
community and enjoy the camaraderie of fellow gardeners. For
more information and an application, call Cornell Cooperative
Extension in Warren County at: 518-623-3291 or e-mail:
<warren@cornell.edu>. Space is limited.

11/16
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WATER QUALITY MATTERS
“Dedicated to Protecting the Water Quality of Lake George”

Asian clams. They’re enough to get you steamed up. Pun
intended. It is believed that this invasive species, one of six in
Lake George, was introduced to America as a food source. Hard
to believe since they are the size of a fingernail and you would
need many dozens of these steamers to fill you up. They were
brought in on the West Coast in 1938 and quickly spread across
the country after being accidentally introduced into local waterways.
Picture compliments of Lake George
Park Commission’s (LGPC) 2016 Asian
Clam Survey Report. You can see the full
report on their website at < http://
www.lgpc.state.ny.us>.

Asian clams pose several problems that cause concern.
First, they compete and crowd out native mollusks and reduce
biodiversity. Second, they can form dense colonies and clog
water intake pipes. Third, because they form dense colonies,
they provide a local source of calcium for another dreaded invasive, the Zebra mussel. Fourth, these colonies also can concentrate nutrients from their waste products and cause algae
blooms. They are like little vacuum cleaners. Imagine running
the vacuum cleaner in your house. All the dust is evenly dispersed when you start. At the end, you empty the bag in the
trash to dispose of the waste. Now, imagine you just dump the
pile in the middle of your living room floor. Not good, but this
is similar to what Asian clams do.
Unfortunately, Asian clams, which like shallow sandy areas, have been found in Hague. The recent survey found concentrations in the Cape Cod Village area and they were previously
found at the Lake Forest Acres beach and the Rogers Rock
State Park beach. This latter site was successfully treated with
benthic mats last year. In the 2016 survey report, it was estimated that there are currently 100 acres of infested areas in the
lake. At a cost of $80,000 an acre for treatment, the battle to
combat Asian clams will be long and expensive.
You can do your part to help prevent the spread of these
invasives. Keep your watercraft clean, drained and dry before
launching. Or have them decontaminated at one of the official
boat wash stations around Lake George. Understand what these
clams look like and report any new colonies to the LGPC or the
Hague Water Quality Awareness Committee (HWQAC). Volunteer your time for the next lake-wide survey. All help is appreciated. And finally, inform your elected officials of your support
for eliminating invasive species.
Visit
HWQAC
on
Facebook
at
<https://
www.facebook.com/groups/182043721953952> or contact one
of our Steering Committee members: Jim Beaty, Lance Clark,
Ginger Kuenzel, Steve Ramant, Al Rider or me.
by Mike Strutz

LAKE GEORGE STEAMBOAT COMPANY
BICENTENNIAL
The Lake George Steamboat Company
has released the new logo that will be
used for its bicentennial celebration
year in 2017. The design was developed by Black Dog Designs.
Over the next couple of months, the
company will be organizing its plans
for events that will celebrate 200 years
since its founding. These events will
take place between New Year’s Eve and
the end of September 2017.
Details of the events and specialty cruises will be announced on its Facebook page and its website
<www.lakegeorgesteamboat.com> over the next few months.
Also, watch local print media including The Hague Chronicle
for details.

LAKE GEORGE 2017 CALENDARS AVAILABLE
The 2017 calendar featuring Carl Heilman II’s beautiful
Lake George images is
now available. It is sold
by the Lake George Association (LGA) to raise
money that is put toward
its lake-saving projects.
Calendars can be
picked up at the LGA
office at Exit 21 of the
Northway at 2392 State
Route 9N for $16. For
$17, they will mail one to you. For more information or to order one, call Mona at 518-668-3558 or email
<info@lakegeorgeassociation.org>.

SILVER BAY YMCA WINS REUNION AWARD

Unique Venues Magazine has named Silver Bay YMCA
Best Venue for Reunions for 2016. This is the third straight
year that Silver Bay has been honored with the award. “It is
such an honor to be recognized as a leader in our field,” said
Liz Hinck, Marketing and Communications Director for Silver Bay. Congratulations, Silver Bay YMCA!

MASON/STAR PUBLIC DINNER
A pork loin dinner, sponsored jointly by the members of
Mount Defiance Lodge No. 794, F. & A.M. and Fort Ticonderoga Chapter No. 263, Order of the Eastern Star, will
be served to the public on Friday, November 18, 2016, from
4:30-6 pm in the downstairs dining hall of the Ticonderoga
Masonic Temple, 10 Montcalm Street, Ticonderoga. Takeouts will be available. Tickets are $10 for adults and $6 for
children 12 years old and under and will be sold at the door.
11/16
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The Hague High Herald was mimeographed. A mimeograph was a low-cost duplicating machine, a predecessor of the
Xerox machine. A stencil was prepared and wrapped around an
ink-filled drum. Ink was forced through the stencil onto paper
by hand-cranking a drum. The ink was usually purple. In my
school, people fought over being able to help make the mimeographed copies.

Hague High Herald
One of the Hague Historical Society’s newest acquisitions
is from Paul Belden. He recently donated two copies of the
Hague High Herald from the 70s. The 1972 issue is 34 pages;
the Faculty Advisor was Mrs. Barnett and the Executive Editor
was Mr. Aalto. Jane Frasier was the Editor-in-Chief. It’s an impressive publication. There is news from every grade
(kindergarten through twelve) as well as from sports and school
clubs. The third and fourth grades reported that their classes
were held in the open room of the Baptist Church Annex. The
third graders “especially liked our unit on electricity, which we
finished recently.” The fourth graders studied poetry and published several pages of poems. The seventh grade news article
included some gossip, such as this juicy blind item: “Someone
has said that a member of the seventh grade has been seen with
a sixth grade member.” The junior class news was all about the
Junior Prom, the theme of which was “Color My World.” The
cost was three dollars per couple.
Interestingly, the Hague High Herald also covered news
from the Hague Fish and Game Club, the Hague Volunteer Fire
Department, the Boy Scouts, the Mohican Home Bureau and
the Hague Historical Society. To round out all of that news were
pages of jokes, a crossword puzzle and other inside jokes. And
there were several pages of hand-drawn ads, two of which you
see here.

Sadly, these issues of the Hague High Herald are fading.
The cover page of the 1972 edition is almost invisible and the
first few pages are quite hard to read. If you have any copies at
home, please bring them in or send them to us so that we can
scan them before they disappear completely!
by Mary Behr

NATIONAL HISTORY DAY PROGRAM
National History Day (NHD) is a yearlong academic program for elementary and secondary school students focused on
historical research, interpretation and creative expression.
NHD students develop the skills of writers, filmmakers, web
designers, playwrights and artists as they create unique contemporary expressions of history. Fort Ti sponsors, administers
and coordinates NHD in six New York counties: Clinton, Essex, Franklin, Hamilton, St. Lawrence and Warren.
North Country History Day itself will take place on Saturday, March 4, 2017. However, students are encouraged to begin
working on their projects now. This year’s theme is “Taking a
Stand in History.”
According to the first national evaluation of the widely
used program, students who participate in National History
Day perform better on high-stakes tests, are better writers, are
more confident and capable researchers and have a more mature perspective on current events and civic engagement than
their peers. Participants also show a greater ability to collaborate, manage their time and persevere.
Those interested in learning more about National History
Day should contact Rich Strum, Director of Education at Fort
Ticonderoga at <rstrum@fort-ticonderoga.org>.

WINTER WORKSHOP SERIES
FRENCH VESTE & GAITERS
On December 2 and 3, 2016, at Fort
Ticonderoga, Director of Interpretation,
Stuart Lilie and Curator of Collections,
Matthew Keagle will present a step-bystep course on the construction of French
soldiers' veste which is the sleeved waistcoat and linen gaiters, two vital soldiers'
garments. They will explain 18th century
tailoring such as basic sewing techniques,
assembly and fitting. They will also present the latest research on the materials, fit
and issuance of these garments.
The Winter Workshops are held
throughout the winter months and provide
hands-on experiences. There is a fee for
this course. For information, visit <www.fortticonderoga.org/
events/fort-events/winter-workshop-series-French-vestegaiters/detail> or call the Fort at 585-2821.
In 2017 the fort will again go back in time to the year 1757
and depict the life and events of that year at the fort and the
French Artillery.
11/16
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~SOUNDINGS~
DIED: Rose-Marie Theresa (Mimi) Frasier, 73, of Crown Point
and formerly of Hague, on October 12, 2016, at her residence.
Mimi was a resident of Hague for most of her life. She
was employed by the Silver Bay Association and as a cook at
Indian Kettles for many years.
She was pre-deceased by her husband, Chester M. Frasier
in 2006. Survivors include her three daughters, Karen (Gary)
Varmette of Crown Point, Bobbie-Jean (Todd) Fish of Hague
and Brandy-Lynn Lastowski (Walter Porter) of Hague. She is
also survived by her six grandchildren, Brooke Elliott, Greggary Varmette, Madison Fish, Kacey Fish, Emma Lastowski
and Jackson Porter and many nieces and nephews.

NATURALLY SPEAKING
Let’s “talk turkey.”
That expression means to speak plainly and to get to the
point of a topic. It is an American expression, which is understandable when you realize that the turkey is native to the
New World. In the early 1500s, European explorers brought
home wild turkeys from Mexico and what would later become the American Southwest, where native people had domesticated the birds centuries earlier. Later, English colonists
brought domesticated turkeys with them.
No one knows why the English name of the bird is
“turkey” – it may be a holdover from early shipping routes
that passed through the country of Turkey on their way to
delivering the birds to European markets.

DIED: George Hawkins, 90, and his wife of 70 years, Gloria
Hawkins, 90, of Ocala, FL on October 13, 2016 and October
16, 2016 respectively. They passed away peacefully at home
just three days apart.
George was a veteran of World War II, having proudly
served in the U.S. Navy aboard an aircraft carrier, where he saw
action supporting the U.S. Marines during the Battle of Tarawa.
His ship was part of the fleet involved in the decisive naval
battle of Leyte Gulf.
George and Gloria owned and operated Paramus Auto
Body in NJ. Before retiring to Ocala, they enjoyed many happy
years on their farm in Hague. They are survived by their daughter Ellie (Tom) Thompson and Ellie’s son.

The Hague Chronicle is happy to publish the important happenings in the
lives of our readers. Please send announcements of births, marriages,
graduations, awards, or deaths to <taylorbobbilynn@gmail.com> and
we’ll publish them as space permits. Thank you.

SILVER BAY COMMUNITY MEMBERSHIP
Community Membership at Silver Bay YMCA is available
free of charge for the period from December 1, 2016-February
28, 2017. Just stop by the Silver Bay Inn’s front desk or call
543-8833, ext. 219, Monday-Friday between 9 am -5 pm. This
membership includes use of the campus, ice fishing, the community fitness program and spiritual life programming.
Monday, Wednesday and Friday, 8-9:30 am, Fitness Center
open
First Friday each month , 7:30 - 9 am Mens’ and Womens’
Breakfasts, Brookside and Trinityhouses
First and third Friday each month, 9:30 am
Spiritual Life Reading Group, Trinity house lounge
Thursdays, Nov. 17th, Dec. 15th, Jan. 19th, Feb. 16th,
10 am-noon,
Men’s Group, Spiritual Life Center
Second Friday each month, 6 pm, Dinner and a Movie,
Dining Hall– December is Bridge of Spies.
For further information, contact Susan McNulty at 5438833, ext. 215, or email her at <smcnulty@silverbay.org>.

It is legendary that Benjamin Franklin wanted the turkey
to be the national bird of America, not the bald eagle. Franklin thought the turkey was “a true original Native of America…and was a much more respectable bird…and a Bird of
Courage.”
The National Turkey Foundation reports that 88 percent
of Americans eat turkey on Thanksgiving and the average
American eats 16 pounds of turkey a year. We must love our
turkey sandwiches because the turkey consumption in America has increased 104 percent since 1970!
That is an amazing statistic when you consider that the
slang expression “You’re such a turkey” means you’re a stupid or inept person of little appeal. In other words, a loser.
How did the courageous bird of Franklin become a loser?
In the 1920s, the word “turkey” was used to describe a
movie or stage production that flopped. Soon “turkey” meant
anything of useless or low quality. In the 1950s, the word’s
slang definition changed to the present day meaning.
There are both spring and fall hunting seasons for wild
turkey here in New York and nabbing the birds must be a
challenge because the Department of Environmental Conservation states that it is extremely difficult to approach a turkey
undetected. Stalking a wild turkey should not be considered.
Instead, the hunter should dress in head-to-toe camouflage
and call the bird using a variety of box calls, slate calls or
mouth calls to bring the wild turkey within gun range. The
fall hunting season is two weeks long and the dates vary by
region. The wild turkey population has declined in New York
over the past 15 years, so new regulations were established to
ensure that harvest opportunities are sustainable. Hunters
need a hunting license and a turkey permit.
As you sit down to your turkey feast this year, say a
special thanks that Franklin’s favorite bird did not get special
status. I’m sure the bald eagle, as our national bird, is grateful he is protected from being gobbled up!
by Connie Smith
11/16
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OLDEST HAGUE VETERAN AT CEREMONY

FESTIVAL OF TREES

Bruce Craig, 92, the oldest Hague veteran at the Veterans’
Day Ceremony and the only one who served in World War II.
Bruce joined the Army Air Corps
while still in high school in the early 1940s. He served as an officer in
the South Pacific in the 5th Air
Force, 433rd Troop Carrier Group,
67th Troop Carrier Squadron, where
he flew C-47s. He started his flying
days in New Guinea and ended
them in Japan. Among the flight
experiences he had was transporting
Bruce Craig, who served in WW
II and Art Hatfield, who, along prisoners of war.

The Ticonderoga Historical Society invites organizations
and individuals to
participate in the 26th
Annual Festival of
Trees, which will take
place at the Hancock
House from November 26 - December 31,
2016. The highlight
of the event is the
champagne reception,
which will be held
Sunday, December 4th
from 1 - 4 pm.

with his twin brother, served in
the Korean War

Each year, community organizations, businesses, school
groups and clubs assist in decorating the Hancock House by
providing decorated trees, centerpieces, gingerbread houses or
other festive holiday art. Each year, more than 30 trees are featured around the stately historic house, many featuring a specific theme or decorative motif.
Fire regulations allow only artificial trees to be used, but
they may be of any size. Lighting must comply with UL approval codes. Decorated trees must be in place no later than
November 26th and must be removed the week of January 2,
2017.
To secure a space or for additional questions, contact the
staff at the Hancock House at 585-7868.

ELECTION 2016 IN HAGUE
The number of voters who turned out was 376. Here are
the totals for each office:
President: Hillary Clinton - 186, Donald Trump - 184,
Gary Johnson - 18, Jill Stein - 0, write-in - 4
U.S. Senate: Chuck Schumer - 211, Wendy Long - 133,
Robin Wilson - 3, Alex Merced - 3
21st Congressional District: Elise Stefanik - 213,
Mike Derrick - 130
State Senate - Betty Little - 294, others - 24
State Assembly - Dan Stec - 263, others - 29
Family Court Judge - Ted Wilson - 177, Rob Smith - 150

ONGOING EVENTS
1st Monday: Fire Department (7 pm)
2nd Monday: Senior Bus to Glens Falls (8:30 am)
Every Tuesday: Champlain Chorale (7 pm)
3rd Tuesday: Ticonderoga School Board (7 pm)
3rd Tuesday: Fish & Game Club (7 pm)
1st and 3rd Wednesdays: Ti’Coustics (7 pm)
4 th Wednesday: Extra Helpings Distribution (noon)
3rd Thursday: Carillon Garden Club (10 am)
Every Tuesday: Rotary Club (7:30 am)
Every Thursday: Kiwanis (12 pm)
1st Friday: Men’s Prayer Breakfast (7:30 am)

TICONDEROGA HISTORICAL SOCIETY
RECEIVES GRANT
The Ticonderoga Historical Society has been awarded a
$10,000 grant from the Northern New York Library Network
for the digitization of original records pertaining to Roger’s
Rangers from the historical society’s Loescher Collection.
While Robert Rogers has been the subject of numerous
books and articles, information on individual rank-and-file soldiers has been scarce. This grant will put rosters of enlisted men
who served with Rogers online on the New York Heritage website.
The historical society was gifted the special collection in
2004, following the death of Burt Garfield Loescher, an
acknowledged authority on Robert Rogers in the French and
Indian War. This military unit is regarded as the inspiration for
the U.S. Army Rangers and other special forces from World
War II to the present.

HOLIDAY SHOPPING AND DINING NIGHT
The Ticonderoga Area Chamber of Commerce (TACC) is
sponsoring a Holiday Shopping and Dining Night on Friday,
December 2, 2016. Shoppers are encouraged to support local
businesses.
Businesses that participated in 2015 will be contacted directly. Businesses that did not participate in 2015 and wish to
this year should register with the TACC office by Wednesday,
November 16, 2016 by calling 585-6619 or by going to
<chamberinfo@ticonderogany.com>.
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NOVEMBER
18
21 - 27
24
26

4:30-6 pm Mason/Star pork loin dinner
Ticonderoga Schools on vacation
Happy Thanksgiving
THS Festival of Trees begins at Hancock House

DECEMBER
1
1
2
3
6
9
14
13
15
21

Submission of regular columns for December issue
7 pm Planning Board
TACC Holiday Shopping and Dining Night
Holiday in Hague
noon Senior Club Christmas Party
6 pm Dinner and Movie, Silver Bay-Bridge of Spies
NEWS DEADLINE for December issue
6 pm Town Board
7 pm Zoning Board of Appeals
The Hague Chronicle mailed out and online

TRANSFER STATION HOURS
September 2 thru June 30
Wednesday: 10 am to 4 pm
Saturday:
10 am to 4 pm
Sunday:
CLOSED
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