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To meet the challenge of raising $20,000 for
some very important projects, we have launched
a capital funds drive called “Hope Renewed.”
Our Congregation Council applied for and received an $8,000 matching funds Capital Improvements grant from the Metro New York Synod to
assist us in completing three important projects.

Project #3 is the relocation of the existing
church sign and replacement of the sign with a
newer design which would be visible at night
and would still allow us to use changeable
letters. The existing sign will be placed near
the parking lot entrance and will also allow for
changeable messages.

Project #1 is a repair project for leaks in our
sanctuary roof. When storm conditions are just
right, water comes into the rear or into the front
areas of the sanctuary, damaging the ceiling and
anything below the ceilings. A highlyrecommended firm was selected for this project
and will perform the work as soon as possible
before winter comes.

Earlier this fall, the sidewalk between the
parking lot and the playground was removed
and replaced and was paid for out of existing
funds available for this purpose.

Project #2 is a replacement of the lighting system
for our church parking lot. New LED lights will be
used to replace the lights we have now, also
giving us a savings in our electric bills by reducing
the rate at which the lights themselves need to be
replaced. Additional lighting to enhance the
outside appearance of the church is also part of
this proposal.

VETERANS’ AFFIRMATION
SERVICE
On Sunday, November 12 at our 11 a.m.
worship service we will give special thanks
and recognition for those who served in
our nation’s armed services.
We invite all veterans to join us and ask
members to bring photos of their loved
ones who served. A fellowship hour will
follow the service.

VISION OF HOPE

“Making Hope’s Future Possible”

In this issue of the ANCHOR you hear about two
very important steps we are taking to help us get
ready for the future ministry we will have as a
church. One step, the calling of a second pastor to
assume some important pastoral responsibilities
and expand our ability to reach out to new young
families is an exciting, bold move that will require
much prayer and more responsible giving.
The other step is the “Hope Renewed” drive we
are launching this month. We need to take care of
these projects soon. Repairing the roof is not an
option, and the lighting project will not only make
our parking lot safer but will also make our church
building more visible in the evening.
The new church sign, a project developed by
Richard Bennett with the Council, will make a great
impression on those who pass by our church and

will enable us to share messages as well.
We are adopting both of these projects at this
time because they will help us move forward into
the future God is preparing for us. We cannot say
for sure what the future will be like, and there is no
guarantee that we will even be able, for example,
to find a pastor we could call to join our ministry
team or “afford” the cost of supporting one. But I
am willing to take the risk of offering to make the
adjustment that would be needed in order for us
to take that step into the future.
One of the ways each of us can help prepare for
the future of our congregation is by supporting the
Council in reaching these goals. Your generous
support of “Hope Renewed” will help a lot. These
are days that call for faith. Pray that God will give
us that faith so we can move forward together.

WORK BEGINS ON MINISTRY SITE PROFILE
A special team recently appointed by the
Congregation Council is already working to
develop a document that is needed by the
Metro New York Synod for a congregation
to begin the process of calling an Associate
Pastor to serve along with our pastor.as a
member of Hope’s Shared Ministry team.
This effort is a follow-up of a discussion
held during our Annual Meeting in May
about the possibility of expanding Hope’s
ministry by calling a younger pastor with
gifts to help our church in reaching out to
young families. It would also allow for the
possibility of shifting the role of Pastor Hill
as he approaches retirement age.

The funding for this new staff position
would come from both increased giving
by our members and a reduction of the
compensation for Pastor Hill, who would
begin drawing upon his retirement funds
to supplement his income.
The Ministry Site Profile Team consists
of three Council members, Carol Bottstein,
Pauline Castiglione, and John Stine and
two additional members, Steve Swift and
Matthew Casa. The 14-page document will
describe our church’s ministry and outline
our ministry priorities as we look to the
future, and the team hopes to complete
their task by early January.

EMERGENCY BLOOD DRIVE
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 10TH
2-8 P.M.
If you are a blood donor, please
make an appointment to donate by
calling
Linda Favale at 631-732-5006.

THANKSGIVING FOOD DRIVE
Food items are being collected to be given out in Thanksgiving Food Baskets. They will
be given out on Sunday, November 19th after our worship services.
Our scouts and our teens are going to be bringing in food supplies on the weekend of
November 11-12. Members are welcome to add items to the collection.

ADVENT & CHRISTMAS PLANS
THE GIFTS OF ADVENT
WEDNESDAYS SERVICES
12:30 & 7:30 PM
A gift is given freely and offered in love.
In the weeks before Christmas, we often
race around finding just the right gifts for
friends and family. The season of Advent is
itself a gift—a time set apart to prepare our
hearts for the coming of Christ. We give
thanks for God’s gift to us in the baby of
Bethlehem.
On Wednesdays Nov. 29, Dec. 6, 13 &
20th we join to explore four aspects of Advent that become blessings and gifts in our
lives: patience, speech and silence, hope,
and family.

ADVENT DEVOTIONAL BOOKLETS
For Children -- all will receive “Up Above
Bethlehem” A Pop-Up Window Calendar
for Advent. Everyday your child lifts up a
numbered window. Will it be a sheep,
shepherd, or angels? By Christmas the
entire manger scene will appear — share in
this time with your child.
For Adults — a special Devotional
Booklet, “Glory to God in the Highest” is
available. These Advent devotions rework
the way we see God at work. He arrives or
“advents” himself into our lives in backwards ways. We see the Most High in lowly things, the majestic Lord in unawesome
places as we look down at a manger and a
cross to the Lord who looks up at us in love.

LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLES

Celebrate His Coming!
ADVENT WEDNESDAY SERVICES—The Gifts of Advent

All are invited to light the Advent candles:,
individuals, small groups, families. A short responsive reading is led and then the candle
(s) are lit. Sign up in the narthex and share in this special
way
during the Advent Season.

ADVENT/CHRISTMAS
CHOIR
Is God calling you to use
your gift of music to sing praises to God during
the Advent and Christmas season? Please
consider joining us for rehearsals on Wednesday evenings after the Advent Services at 7:30
pm. Rehearsals will start at around 8 pm.
Talk to Joyce Stahl for more information.

Wednesdays at 12:30 and 7:30 p.m.

CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS ACTIVITIES
Sunday, December 19th
“Away in the Manger” at 3 pm
“A NIGHT IN BETHLEHEM” - FROM 4—6 PM
An interactive fun time to hear the Christmas story

Fourth Sunday in Advent
HOLY COMMUNION

One Service 10 a.m.

CHRISTMAS EVE CANDLELIGHT SERVICES
OF HOLY COMMUNION
Family Service 4 p.m.
Traditional Services
7, 9, and 11 p.m.

CHRISTMAS DAY

HOLY COMMUNION

One Service 10 a.m.

ORDER OF ACOLYTES FORMING
Children belong in or worship services, and they
also have gifts to share with the
whole worshipping community.
That is why we are starting a new
“Order” of acolytes who will serve
at the altar at our worship services.
Worship Team member Lisa
Spinazzola will be working with our
children who have been receiving holy communion
to teach them how to assist at our worship services
at the altar. A key element to the success of this
program is the support of parents who will faithfully
bring their young ones to worship. You can contact
Lisa online at lcs828@outlook.com for more details.

POINSETTIA PLANTS
XYZ CHRISTMAS PARTY
On Wednesday, December
13th at 12:30 pm come and
have fun with the XYZ group
for their annual Christmas
Party. Look for sign up sheet
and bring a gift to share for
the grab bag.

Donate a Poinsettia Plant to help
beautify our sanctuary for Christmas
services. The cost of each plant is
$15.00 (white or red). Please fill our
the handout or call
the church office.
Plants can be taken home after the
Christmas Eve
11 pm service

