Our Psalm today 


picks up pretty much where Psalm 104 left off in the Pentateuch, 



minus the story of Cain and Able, and Noah.  


As it rehearses the story of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, 



the story of Joseph coming to Egypt and Israel moving there, 



the calling of Moses and the plagues 




and then Exodus, 



and then wandering in the wilderness, 


finishing with over 400 years elapsing 



and the land finally becoming a reality that was promised to Abraham, 


it has a point to make.  

We have a covenant God 


who keeps his covenant.

As we look at this story that summarizes a majority of Genesis and Exodus, 


wrapping up in Joshua, 

we are left to wonder why God chose that way?  


There has to be an easier way to give your people land.  



The trials of Abraham, Joseph, or Moses 




could have been done away with by an all powerful God, 





could they not?  


It seems like the one who created the universe 



could have just given his chosen people the land 




and have avoided plagues upon Egypt, 




famine, 




and trials in the wilderness.  


And God could have avoided all of this 



and still kept his covenant, 


but for some reason God did not.  

The big question is why?  

Our Psalm today concludes that God did keep his covenant promise to Abraham.  


But Abraham has been dead for over 300 years.  

Is this one of those scenes where a person says, 


“Better late than never.”  

Our Psalm starts out trying to answer that question of why God did what God did.  


God did it this way, 



so that his ways would be known.  

As schools are opening around the country, 


I am reminded of some of my teachers first day of school talks.  

One version was, 


“You are all starting out with an A.  


In my grade book today, 



you are all at 100%.  


It is up to you to do the work to maintain that level 



or show me that I am wrong for thinking that you are an A student.”  

In theory, 


this was fair, 

because as of that first day of school, 


the teacher did not know our character, 


our intelligence, 


or our work ethic.   

It was only through the course of the semester 


that our traits were displayed.  



Did we show up to class, 



did we turn in assignments, 



did we comprehend the material, 



could we take tests well?

Part of the hard reality of life is, 


we don't know if someone is worthy of our trust 


until we trust them.  

We did not know if God was who God claimed to be, 


until we spent life and time together.  

As we look at this scope and history, 


it shows that God is who he claimed to be.  


That he would uphold the covenant God made with Abraham.  

God definitely did not do it the way any of us would think of doing it, 


picking a 100 year old offspringless man 



and his 90 year old wife to be the Father of nations, 


having a younger twin get the inheritance wearing a fur coat, 


selling the chosen offspring into slavery in a foreign nation 



to help all survive a famine, 


choosing a stuttering fugitive to face the ruler of the most powerful nation, 


nor would I have chosen to have them escape through a divided sea 



or bring bread from heaven 



and water from a rock.  

But my way would have left the people still wondering, 


can I really trust Ryan?  



“He just placed me here 




and told me this was my land 





to make his name great.  



What am I to tell others, 




trust Ryan and he will give you some land?”

Instead we hear the people singing the praises of God for what he has done.  


They are telling the nations the wonders of his works,


 they are telling of all his wonderful acts, 

those that are seeking the Lord are not just happy, 


their hearts are rejoicing.  


They have seen the great and wonderful things God has done, 



so they can seek his face for the smaller 




and everyday things that they face as well.  

If God can bring bread from heaven, 


I can depend on him for my daily bread.  

If he was willing to bring plagues upon Egypt for Israel to be free, 


would he also not be willing to lay down his life for mine?  

Before we get too far down this road, 


we need to pull back our starting reality.  

God did this 


because he made a covenant with Abraham.  

We can ask God for a Ferrari, 


but if he doesn't give it to us, 



it is most likely because it was not part of a covenant he made with us.  

The driving piece in all of this for God 


was that he made a covenant with Abraham.  

The covenant was to give them the “Land of Canaan 


as the portion they would inherit.”  

This gift of land 


was something that was foreign to Abraham.  


It was not something that he had considered a possibility before.  

He was a foreigner 


and had no right to any land.  

He was childless, 


with no hope of having a descendent to pass anything he did acquire onto.  

Yet God covenanted to give land to him.  

Covenants are different than just promises, contracts or  agreements.  


They require two things to be implemented: 



a relationship 



and mutual obligations.  

These mutual obligation 


meant a commitment to responsibility and action for the other. 



Scripture refers to fulfilling these obligations as “faithfulness.”  

This makes a covenant different from a contract 


or even our now popular term “quid pro quo.”  

The relationship and obligations remain, 


even if one side does not uphold the covenant.  

In a contract, 


if one side breaks, 



then the other side is free of their obligations.  

In quid pro quo, 


first one side performs, 


then the other side performs the obligation.  

The edited out part of Psalm 105 


is the fact of how many times we failed to be the nation God called us to be,


 the light that showed the world God's glory and power.  

If we read Genesis and Exodus, 


we see how the Abraham did not trust God at first 



to protect him from other Kings 




and told them that Sara was his sister instead of wife, 



to save his own life.  


Joseph did not realize until the very end 



that God was working through all the trials for his own good.  


Moses' had to plead with God not to strike down the people multiple times 



as they grumbled that Egypt would have been better.  

But God had a relationship with Abraham 


and had made an obligation to him.  


God was bound to uphold it, 



whether or not Israel showed the world what God was like or not.  

Our Bible is divided between the two covenants.  


Testament is another word for Covenant.  

So there is the Old Covenant

and New Covenant in scripture.  

Jesus Christ established a new covenant with us in the Lord's Supper.  



The cup is the sign of the new covenant, 




which is sealed in his blood.  

Jesus promises to forgive our sins 


and we promise to let him be our Lord and Savior.  

When we do not let Jesus be Lord and Savior, 


that does not mean that Jesus stops forgiving our sins, 



because it is a covenant, 



not a contract.

The best part is Jesus' new Covenant completely fulfills all of God's Old Covenants.
Our Psalm's focus 


Is to show how God remained faithful through all the trials and hiccups 



over the course of 400 years 




to be faithful to his obligation.  

As we see how faithful God is, 

how true he is to his word, 


we are inspired to do what God asked us to do.  



Let the nations know about who God is 




by keeping God's precepts 




and observing his laws.  

This is why we can praise the Lord.  


Look at all that God has done for us.  



How he has called us into a relationship with him, 



then provided in so many different and unique ways.  




From keeping Abraham safe 





as he bumbled around wandering in the land, 




to gushing water from solid rock, 





God has been faithful.

We are about to enter into another covenant here ourselves.  


We are about to baptize Esme Charis Mandeville.  

In the course of doing so, 


she will be entering into the covenant family of God.  


She will be included in those that God has made obligations to, 



namely washing away her sins 



and offering her new life through God's ways 




instead of the world's ways.  

We do this for infants and toddlers, 


when there are families to support them in this calling, 



because God's acted before we could respond.  
Jesus died on the cross,


 before you or I were born.  

We are responding to the covenant God has made in Jesus Christ 


to those that follow him.  

That is what God has done.  


But you will also covenant with Esme



 to raise her to know the Lord.  



To be part of her growing in the Lord.  


This is where the idea of Godparents came from originally.  



These were people who were specifically called upon  




to make sure that the child knew the Triune God 




and the the love of Jesus.  


Everyone else were technically God-family, 



God-aunts, 



God-uncles, 



and God-cousins.  

In seminary, 


this concept was one of the ideas 



that had me most excited about the Reformed Faith and baptism.  

In theory 


it was wonderful and life changing.  

I could see elements of it in my own life 


and wanted my girls to have a taste of that life



 that the family of God provides.  

But I went into Eva's baptism with cautious optimism 


of a pastor who has served the church for 10 years.  

We had done some things well, 


others with some effort,


 and other things we could definitely take or leave 



in our calling as the people of God.  

Eva's baptism 


and watching you church, 



uphold your baptismal vows, 


has been one of the most life-giving aspects of my time here.  

From taking your turns adoring her in your arms at the tables in fellowship, 


even if she spit up on you.  

To going over to the corner to read to her, 

to stopping by the yard and saying hello, 

to watching her when we needed help, 

or simply knowing her name 


and saying Hi to her when you saw her on the street, 

your love and care has made this Church life something Eva wants to go to everyday.  Eva has friends here 


that she talked about while we were down having Esme.  

Almost all of them were older than her parents.

My hope and desire 


is that you take your vows for Esme as seriously, 


and for any other person who desires to become part of the family of God.  

As we do so, 


they will clearly see that your character aligns 



with the God you are in covenant with.  

They will desire to know 

and be in relationship with this God as well, 


and with you, 



God's church 



and God's family.  

If we do this, 


we will all be saying, 



Hallelujah, 



Praise the Lord!
