
Sunday, February 5, 2023 

Fifth Sunday after Epiphany  
* stand   +kneel 

 
GATHERING________________________________________________________ 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as people of God. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

 

PRELUDE Come, Thou Almighty King    arr. Don Hustad   

 

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who makes all things new, 

whose mercy endures forever. 

Amen. 
 

Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Holy One, source of our renewal, 

we confess that we are wrapped up in sin, 

and cannot free ourselves. 

We have not practiced your righteousness. 

Our hearts have turned away from you. 

For the sake of the world you so love, 

forgive us, 

that we may be reconciled to one another 

for the glory of your holy name. 

Amen. 

 

Thus says our God: 

“The former things have come to pass 

and new things I now declare.” 

God’s mercy makes us new. 

We are forgiven in the name of ☩ Christ our Savior. 

Amen. 
 

*GATHERING SONG (Sunday only) 

 “God Whose Almighty Word”          ELW #673 
. 

GREETING 

 



The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Hoy Spirit be 

with you all. 

And also with you. 
 

*PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Lord God, with endless mercy you receive the prayers of all who call upon you. By your Spirit 

show us the things we ought to do, and give us the grace and power to do them, through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 
 

The assembly is seated. 
 

WORD____________________________________________________________________ 

God speaks to us in scripture, reading, preaching, and song. 

 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 58:1-9a [9b-12]  

Shortly after the return of Israel from exile in Babylon, the people were troubled by the ineffectiveness of their 

fasts. God reminds them that outward observance is no substitute for genuine fasting that results in acts of 

justice, such as feeding the hungry, sheltering the homeless, and clothing the naked. 

 

 1Shout out, do not hold back! 

  Lift up your voice like a trumpet! 

 Announce to my people their rebellion, 

  to the house of Jacob their sins. 

 2Yet day after day they seek me 

  and delight to know my ways, 

 as if they were a nation that practiced righteousness 

  and did not forsake the ordinance of their God; 

 they ask of me righteous judgments, 

  they delight to draw near to God. 

 3“Why do we fast, but you do not see? 

  Why humble ourselves, but you do not notice?” 

 Look, you serve your own interest on your fast day, 

  and oppress all your workers. 

 4Look, you fast only to quarrel and to fight 

  and to strike with a wicked fist. 

 Such fasting as you do today 

  will not make your voice heard on high. 

 5Is such the fast that I choose, 

  a day to humble oneself? 

 Is it to bow down the head like a bulrush, 

  and to lie in sackcloth and ashes? 

 Will you call this a fast, 

  a day acceptable to the LORD? 

 

 6Is not this the fast that I choose: 



  to loose the bonds of injustice, 

  to undo the thongs of the yoke, 

 to let the oppressed go free, 

  and to break every yoke? 

 7Is it not to share your bread with the hungry, 

  and bring the homeless poor into your house; 

 when you see the naked, to cover them, 

  and not to hide yourself from your own kin? 

 8Then your light shall break forth like the dawn, 

  and your healing shall spring up quickly; 

 your vindicator shall go before you, 

  the glory of the LORD shall be your rear guard. 

 9aThen you shall call, and the LORD will answer; 

  you shall cry for help, and he will say, Here I am. 

[ 

 

 9bIf you remove the yoke from among you, 

  the pointing of the finger, the speaking of evil, 

 10if you offer your food to the hungry 

  and satisfy the needs of the afflicted, 

 then your light shall rise in the darkness 

  and your gloom be like the noonday. 

 11The LORD will guide you continually, 

  and satisfy your needs in parched places, 

  and make your bones strong; 

 and you shall be like a watered garden, 

  like a spring of water, 

  whose waters never fail. 

 12Your ancient ruins shall be rebuilt; 

  you shall raise up the foundations of many generations; 

 you shall be called the repairer of the breach, 

  the restorer of streets to live in. 
 

PSALM: Psalm 112:1-9 (responsive) 

1Hallelujah! Happy are they who | fear the LORD 

  and have great delight in | God’s commandments! 

 2Their descendants will be mighty | in the land; 

  the generation of the upright | will be blessed. 

 3Wealth and riches will be | in their house, 

  and their righteousness will | last forever. 

 4Light shines in the darkness | for the upright; 

  the righteous are merciful and full | of compassion.  

 5It is good for them to be gener- | ous in lending 

  and to manage their af- | fairs with justice. 



 6For they will nev- | er be shaken; 

  the righteous will be kept in everlast- | ing remembrance. 

 7They will not be afraid of any | evil rumors; 

  their heart is steadfast, trusting | in the LORD. 

 8Their heart is established and | will not shrink, 

  until they see their desire up- | on their enemies. 

 9They have given freely to the poor, and their righteousness stands | fast forever; 

   they will hold up their | head with honor. 

[ 10The wicked will see it and be angry; they will gnash their teeth and | pine away; 

  the desires of the wick- | ed will perish.  

 
SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 2:1-12 [13-16]  

Though people such as the Corinthians are enamored with human philosophy and wisdom, Paul continuously 

presents God’s hidden wisdom which is Jesus Christ crucified. True spiritual maturity involves judging 

ourselves and others in light of God’s revelation in the cross. 

 
1When I came to you, brothers and sisters, I did not come proclaiming the mystery of God to 

you in lofty words or wisdom. 2For I decided to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ, 

and him crucified. 3And I came to you in weakness and in fear and in much trembling. 4My 

speech and my proclamation were not with plausible words of wisdom, but with a 

demonstration of the Spirit and of power, 5so that your faith might rest not on human wisdom 

but on the power of God. 

 6Yet among the mature we do speak wisdom, though it is not a wisdom of this age or of the 

rulers of this age, who are doomed to perish. 7But we speak God’s wisdom, secret and hidden, 

which God decreed before the ages for our glory. 8None of the rulers of this age understood 

this; for if they had, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory. 9But, as it is written,  

 “What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, 

  nor the human heart conceived, 

 what God has prepared for those who love him”— 
10these things God has revealed to us through the Spirit; for the Spirit searches everything, even 

the depths of God. 11For what human being knows what is truly human except the human spirit 

that is within? So also no one comprehends what is truly God’s except the Spirit of God. 12Now 

we have received not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit that is from God, so that we may 

understand the gifts bestowed on us by God. [13And we speak of these things in words not 

taught by human wisdom but taught by the Spirit, interpreting spiritual things to those who are 

spiritual. 

 14Those who are unspiritual do not receive the gifts of God’s Spirit, for they are foolishness 

to them, and they are unable to understand them because they are spiritually discerned. 15Those 

who are spiritual discern all things, and they are themselves subject to no one else’s scrutiny. 

 16“For who has known the mind of the Lord 

  so as to instruct him?” 

But we have the mind of Christ.]  
 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (Saturday only) 

Alleluia! Lord to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia!  



 

 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (setting 3) (Sunday only) 

 

 
. 

*GOSPEL: Matthew 5:13-20  

In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus encourages his followers to be the salt of the earth and the light of the world, 

doing good works and keeping God’s commandments. 

 

The gospel is announced. 

The holy gospel according to Matthew, the 5th chapter. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

[Jesus said:] 13“You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost its taste, how can its saltiness be 

restored? It is no longer good for anything, but is thrown out and trampled under foot. 

 14“You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. 15No one after lighting a 

lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house. 
16In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and 

give glory to your Father in heaven. 

 17“Do not think that I have come to abolish the law or the prophets; I have come not to 

abolish but to fulfill. 18For truly I tell you, until heaven and earth pass away, not one letter, not 

one stroke of a letter, will pass from the law until all is accomplished. 19Therefore, whoever 

breaks one of the least of these commandments, and teaches others to do the same, will be 

called least in the kingdom of heaven; but whoever does them and teaches them will be called 

great in the kingdom of heaven. 20For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the 

scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.” 
 

The gospel concludes: 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

The assembly is seated.  
SERMON 

 

*HYMN OF THE DAY (Sunday Only) 

Signs of Faith (10:30am only)  

 

The assembly stands to proclaim the word of God in song. 



 “This Little Light of Mine”    ELW#677 

 

*APOSTLES CREED 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

The assembly kneels or sits. 
+ PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

The prayers are prepared locally for each occasion. The following examples may be adapted or used as 

appropriate. 

 

Called together to follow Jesus, we pray for the church, the world, and all in need. 

 
A brief silence. 
Call your people to seek your wisdom in difficult conversations and action. Give the church 

everywhere courage to repent for the ways we have tolerated and practiced injustice (injustice 

such as systemic racism, church sanction of colonialism, church protection of sexual abusers 

may be named). Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

 

Inspire our wonder at creation, from the light of dawn to the beauty of the dark night. Sustain 

the unseen depths of the ocean to the plants and animals we know well. Bring healing to lands 

and communities experiencing natural disasters (especially). Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

 

Instruct the powerful in your ways. Provide upright leadership in business and industry, that 

workers are not oppressed. Throughout the world, inspire voters and raise up politicians to heed 

your call for nations to practice righteousness. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

 



Loosen the bonds of injustice in our midst. Grant peace to endless quarrels, put an end to 

hunger, and break every yoke of oppression. Shelter all who flee abuse in their homes or 

violence in their communities. Satisfy those afflicted in any way (especially). Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

 

Shape our congregation to be salt for the earth. Give us delight in your commandments, that we 

are generous with those in need. Make us steadfast in our trust in you, ready with tangible 

mercy and compassion for our neighbors. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

The cross and resurrection bring redemption from sin and death. We praise you for (the Martyrs 

of Japan and) all whose unshaken faith in Christ shines forth in their witness. Keep them in our 

remembrance and bring us with them into the kingdom of heaven. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

 

We bring to you our needs and hopes, O God, trusting your wisdom and power revealed in 

Christ crucified. 

Amen. 
 

*PEACE 

 

The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace of the risen Christ. 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 
 

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ's peace, and may say, "Peace be with you," or similar 

words. 

 

The assembly is seated. 

OFFERING (Sunday Only) 

 

An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of those in need. 

During this time, the table is set.  

 

After the offering is gathered, the assembly stands 

 

*OFFERTORY (Sunday Only) 

Take My Life That I May Be   ELW # 685 (vss 1 & 4)    

 



 
 

OFFERING PRAYER  

 

Liberating God, 

you break the bonds of injustice 

and let the oppressed go free. 

Receive these offerings in thanksgiving 

for all your works of merciful power, 

and shape us as people of your justice and freedom. 

You we magnify and adore, through Jesus our Savior, 

Amen. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 
 

SENDING________________________________________________________________ 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 

*BLESSING 

The God who faithfully brings forth justice 

and breaks the oppressor’s rod 

☩ bless, strengthen, and uphold you, 

today and always. 

Amen. 



 

*SENDING SONG (Sunday only) 

 “Lord of Light”   ELW#688 

  

*DISMISSAL 

 

Go in peace. Follow the way of Jesus. 

Thanks be to God. We will! 
 

POSTLUDE Triumphant Finale    Thomas Bliss   
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One vase of altar flowers has been placed to the Glory of God and in loving memory of Mabel and 

John Schwenk by Harry, Jack, Carl, Joyce, Jonathan, Justin, Emily and Katelyn. 

 

Important Please sign the Friendship Register in your pew. Members with a change of address or 

visitors should complete the address section and telephone number.  Visitors should also include the 

name and address of their home church so your home church can be notified that you received 

communion.   

 

Prayer Requests – Please email or call the church office with your prayer requests.  First names only 

will be used in our worship service that is livestreamed.  You may give names to Pastor Fryer prior to 

start of service. Please direct Pastoral care requests in the same way. 

 

Pastoral Coverage –Please call Linda in the Church Office with your request. 

 

Reminder: Hospital visits -The church is NOT informed when someone is in the hospital by the 

hospital.  The person hospitalized or a family member must call the church to let us know they want a 

pastoral visit.  If leaving a message on the answering machine, please remember to leave the hospital 

name and the room number.  Some hospitals will not give the room number to a visitor, expecting you 

to know that. 

 

Attendance for January 29, 2023   57 physically present, 30 views online, 0 shares as of January 31, 

2023. 

 

Sponsoring bulletins and flowers is a great way to honor a special event in your loved ones’ lives or 

to remember a loved one who has died.  (Please only two vases of flowers per week.)  Flowers are now 

$15.00 a vase.  If flowers are not sponsored, this is an added cost to the church.  The charts are on the 

bulletin board for 2023.  There are many empty spaces on the charts. 

 



Souper Bowl Sunday will be observed at the church services on Saturday, February 11th and Sunday, February 

12th.  Donation of food items till be given to the Schuylkill Haven Food Pantry, and monetary donations are 

given to the Pottsville Soup Kitchen. 

There will be services here at St. Paul’s Lutheran on Ash Wednesday, February 22nd at noon and 7 pm. 

 

This year we will not be having services on Wednesday evenings during Lent.  St. Paul’s UCC has stated that 

all would be welcome there to worship with them at 7 pm each week after Ash Wednesday.  There will also be 

services at Jerusalem but time of service has not been confirmed as of this printing. 

 

Reorganizational meeting of the Women of the ELCA will be held Monday, February 6th during the Prayer 

Shawl gathering in the Annex.  Come and join the women as they knit, or crochet Prayer Shawls and bring a 

bagged lunch.  Prayer Shawl meets from 10 am until 12 noon and then they have lunch before leaving for the 

day. 

 

IMPORTANT DATES 

February 6th- Women of the ELCA meeting during Prayer Shawl 

February 11th and 12th- Souper Bowl Weekend 

February 22nd – Ash Wednesday services- noon and 7 pm 

 

STATISTICAL SUMMARY FROM LAST WEEK: 

Synod/ELCA Benevolence       $41.00 

Local Benevolence       $264.00 

Current               $1152.55 

Capital Building Fund        $30.00 

Plate Offering                          $27.00 

Initial             $6.00 

Total Received              $1520.55 
 

"THE WEEK AT A GLANCE" 

Today:  8 am and 10:30 am Holy Communion Service 

9:15 am Sunday School 

Monday: 10 am Prayer Shawl/Women of the ELCA 

Thursday: 6:00 pm Bell Choir Rehearsal 

Saturday: 5 pm Spoken Service with Holy Communion 

Next Sunday: 8 am and 10:30 am Holy Communion Service 

9:15 am Sunday School 

 

   DAILY BIBLE READINGS 

Mon: Psalm 119:105-112; 2 Kings 22:3-20; Romans 11:2-10 

Tues: Psalm 119:105-112; 2 Kings 23:1-8, 21-25; 2 Corinthians 4:1-12 

Wed: Psalm 119:105-112; Proverbs 6:6-23; John 8:12-30 

Thu: Psalm 119:1-8; Genesis 26:1-5; James 1:12-16 

Fri: Psalm 119:1-8; Leviticus 26:34-46; 1 John 2:7-17 

Sat: Psalm 119:1-8; Deuteronomy 30:1-9a; Matthew 15:1-9 

 

ASSISTING AT WORSHIP 

Greeter: 8 am Paul Fabian 10:30 am Bennett Platt 

Acolyte:  



Lector: 5 pm 8 am Elizabeth Thomas             10:30 am Marlene Troxell  

Ushers: 8 am Brian Staller 10:30 am Becky Mairose 

Counting Team: Kathie Faust, Debbie Hummel 

Council Greeter: 5 pm Wendy Reber 

8 am Jennie Raudenbush 10:30 am Brian Staller 

 

Church Office Hours: 9 am - 3pm Monday - Friday 

Office closed for lunch 12 pm until 12:30 pm 

Church Telephone          570-754-7350   

www.SummerHillLutheran.org – Church’s website 

Facebook: St Paul Lutheran Church, Summer Hill 

Student Loan Committee email: 

stpaulsummerhill.studentloan@gmail.com 

 

Rev. William Fryer, interim pastor            610-223-1894 

 Email:  stpaulsummerhill.pastor@gmail.com 

Matthew Hayes, Director of Music   484-794-7902   

Email:  stpaulsummerhill.music@gmail.com 

Linda Angstadt, Church Secretary          570-754-7350     

Email:   stpaulsummerhill@gmail.com 

Cindy Brown, Pavilion Sexton             570-345-1279 

Eva Waldman, Church Sexton/Treasurer  570-754-7350 
 

Keep in your prayers: Richard Paxson, Dennis Ryan, Ron Boris, Jr., Shirley Krammes, 

Irene Peiffer, Arlene Lickman, Betty Freeman, Thelma Brensinger, Chester Johnson, 

Shirley Fessler, Barbara Pennypacker, Angie Lewis, Mark Fidler, Hayley Moyer, Helen 

Runkle, Eleanor Jamison, Adam Brink, Arlene Moyer, Charles Wernert, Stephen 

Curtis, Brayden Crews, John Strauch, Jr., Dianna Curry, Rosemary Meade, Ray Yeich, 

David Axtt, Greg Phillips, Gaylene Ebling, Connie Klinger, Stacey Rao, Betty Strauch and John 

Strauch, Sr., Nancy Vargas, Jerry Heffleger, Kathy Robinson, Beverly Trumbo, Brian Hunsberger, 

Randy Ney, Donovan Baker, Kyle Cleary. Jeff and Peggy Davis, Sue and Harry Russell 
and Robert & Joyce Zeledonis.   Those serving in the military:  Brandon Felty, Karen Hall, Tyler 

Weller, Edward Hossler, Nick Lentz, Jake Schaeffer, Scott Aungst, Tyler Wolfe, Michael Hamilton, 

Kristian Svenson, Mark Weinus, Jr., Justin Weller, Jeremy Weaver, Cameron Lutz, Stephanie Boyer, 

Timothy Bast, Ryan Bast, and Donald Legarht. 
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