
This section of the letter from Paul, should sound quite familiar to us at this point.  Not because we have heard him be indicisive before in the letter, but because it is the conversation we are having with everyone who is leaving town over the next month.  It is the reality of life, that we only can know and plan out so much.  Only so many things are certain to us.  We know our intentions and desires, but for the most part, we don't know how it all is really going to work out.


So the question is, what do we do?  How do we commit ourselves to people in the future, without know what tomorrow will actually bring.  When we look at Paul's heart in this letter, we get some clues about how to do this.  Which is important for us today, even if we are staying over the winter, because we see how truth and intentions play out.


Paul is needing to come to Corinth, in order to write letters of introduction for the offering he discusses in verses 1-4.  Right now he is in Ephesus, in modern day Turkey.  He can either cross the Aegean Sea and make it to Corinth, or he can go through Macedonia, a longer route, but a way to check in with all the churches in between the two places.  He says he will go through Macedonia, the land route, and eventually get there.  Paul's plan at this point is to leave Ephesus after pentecost, which is in the spring, because there is effective work being done in Ephesus.  From what he gives us, he would the spend the Summer and Fall traveling to Corinth, reaching there by winter, and spending the winter there.


The reasons for this plan are many, but we see the planning and intentions of Paul.  He has over a year of travel planned out here.  He knows that he doesn't want to rush his visit, but wants to spend time with them.  But then he throws on the trump card, if the Lord permits.  This at times seems like a cop out, or an easy excuse that Christians like to use.  But it is not necessarily that.  It is humbly accepting that Paul is not the Lord of his life.  You are not the Lord of your life.  If you are, then Jesus Christ can not be your Lord and Savior, because you are filling that role.


So yes, some friends or people may not have tried and covered their tracks with, the Lord did not permit it.  But we don't have to accept that reasoning at face value.  We can ask our friends, “How did the Lord show you that he would not permit it?  We need to push each other like this every once in awhile, because we often are lazy.  There are times when things get difficult, but that may be that the Lord wants you to go, but Satan does not.


Paul cites such a situation in Ephesus.  There was effective work happening in Ephesus, but there are also many who stand in opposition to him.  The work being done, was proclaiming Jesus as only Lord, and Artemis as a false God.  In Ephesus, that is going to be resisted.  That does not mean that the Lord did not want Paul to preach the Word at Ephesus.


He is also aware that a situation is approaching for Timothy, when he comes to Corinth, where there will might be some roadblocks for him.  Paul reminds them, that despite his age, he is doing the work of the Lord, just as Paul did.  If they want to treat him with contempt, they are not being the church.  However, Paul expects them to be the church.  Paul still believes they can be the church.  So his hope and prayer is that he might return from them in peace.


Then we hear about Apollos, who it sounds like the Corinthians requested, since Paul uses the same transition as he has throughout the letter when he refers to the letter the Corinthians wrote him.  Paul, despite knowing that some have rallied around Apollos' teaching, is willing to send Apollos back to them.  This shows that there is not the inner Apostle fighting that we would like to imagine, rather there is people within Corinth themselves who have taken the ideas of the various people and made them into parties.


We also see that there is respect and realization that God is doing different things with different people.  Paul thinks Apollos should go and told him so.  However, Apollos was not willing to stop what he was doing just because Paul asked him to.  Maybe he was aware of the situation and did not think his going would be prudent, or he could have been tired of the Corinthians and needed some time to regroup before going back.  So Paul concludes that he will go when he has the opportunity.


Throughout this explanation, Paul has not promised anything.  He has however, explained what he thinks will be the way to go, what he wants to do, and also remained grounded by the fact that the Lord was in charge of his life.  He also acknowledged that the Lord was in charge of Timothy and Apollos' life.  


Now how the Corinthians' accepted this explanation is a whole different matter.  Paul had said he did not want to make a passing visit, but wanted to spend some time.  Most trips to Seattle seem like this for me.  There are so many people to visit and if you miss one, they are not happy with you.  We want ot spend time with everyone, but the Lord does not always permit that.  I guess some people have jobs, children, or the need to sleep.  But Paul has already answered the question, how do you know if the Lord permits it or not.  At this time, he seems to be called to stay in Ephesus.


Reading the other letters of scripture, including the follow up letter, we know that Paul's one year plan and what he wrote here did not come to pass as he hoped.  Those that opposed Paul, rallied and ran him out of town so that their idol trade would survive.  For some reason, perhaps Timothy's report when he returned, caused Paul to head over sooner than later to Corinth.  When he made it there, the relationship deteriorated further and Paul did not go back afterwards, but Titus did.  We know that Paul made his collection, went to Jerusalem, and then ended up in Rome as a prisoner of the Emperor.   None of this was known to Paul or part of this original plan.  


Paul however, gave his plans as best as he saw them at the time.  We are encouraged to do the same.  Look at where God is using us right now, where he might be using us in the future, and follow the path in that direction, until we are sent in a new direction, as the Lord wills.  May we be submissive to the Lord as he leads us.  We hope that it will be back together again next week, or next summer.  But we know things can change, God can send our lives on a whole new course in the blink of an eye.  So it is good and healthy to throw that last little phrase, “If the Lord permits,” at the end of all of our plans.  For it is a clear and constant reminder that the Lord is in control of our lives, and there is nothing we do without his hand being in it.  The Pharisees and Saducees knew they could not go against God's will, hopefully we know and remember that ourselves. 

 After I go through Macedonia, I will come to you(A)—for I will be going through Macedonia.(B) 6 Perhaps I will stay with you for a while, or even spend the winter, so that you can help me on my journey,(C) wherever I go. 7 For I do not want to see you now and make only a passing visit; I hope to spend some time with you, if the Lord permits.(D) 8 But I will stay on at Ephesus(E) until Pentecost,(F) 9 because a great door for effective work has opened to me,(G) and there are many who oppose me.

10 When Timothy(H) comes, see to it that he has nothing to fear while he is with you, for he is carrying on the work of the Lord,(I) just as I am. 11 No one, then, should treat him with contempt.(J) Send him on his way(K) in peace(L) so that he may return to me. I am expecting him along with the brothers.

12 Now about our brother Apollos:(M) I strongly urged him to go to you with the brothers. He was quite unwilling to go now, but he will go when he has the opportunity.

