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Introduction

Of all the wonderful countrieshiave visited, South Africa is at the top of the
list. Fantastic birding, world classammal and wildfloweshows,superor
accommodationgpod and wine, and breathtaking sceneajl make this a
world class naturand culturadestnation. This tripis sure to be one of the
most memorable experiences of your life!

This is so much more than a 'birding' trip. Unlike almos8allith African
birding touritineraries, this trilsoincludes superb mammal viewing
opportunities. My belief is that a trip to this counbrycontinents
incomplete without an outstandimgammal viewing experience. Indeed



chances are we will see in the range of 60 species of mamnihis ¢mp -
exceeding virtually any safari trip even Kenya aridr Tanzanialn
addition to day time game drives, we will also do several special night
excursions.
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SpottedHyenaon an evening/night game drive

South Africa boasts a natioraild list of nearly 900 species, of which over a
hundred are endemar near endemito southern Africa. Spectacular
endemic or near endemic birds include Jackasguin, South African
Shelduck, Blue Crane, Bald Ibis, Southern Black, Blue, Karoo and Southern
White-bellied Korhaans, Black Harrier, Knya Lourie (Turaco), Ground
Woodpecker, Sentinel, Cape and Shodd RockThrushes, Cape and
Orangebreasted Rockjupers, Buffstreaked Chat, Yellowereasted Pipit,
Swee Waxbill, a host of larks, Cape and Gurney's Sugarbirds, Orange
breasted, Greater Doubtellared and Neergaard's Sunbirds, Rudd's Apalis,
Lemonbreasted Canary and the stunning RimoatedTwinspot Our

itinerary is designed tgive us a chance of seeing maniythe regions
endemic species. In addition, we will cover a broad range of habitats from
karoo to fynbos to savannah tdrdmontane forest and coastal woodlands.
This should push our expectguksies total into the 450 species range.
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Orangebreasted Sunbird on prote&irstenbosch Botanical Gardens

This itinerary will be split between the Cape area in the southwest (where
we will spend six nigls) and eastern South Afri¢ahere wewill spend

twelve nights).In the second part of the trip, we will also do a day trip to
Lesotho Dividing our time between these twontrastingegions will give

a good overview of the diverse bird and mammal life. Timing the visit in
September means wan also enjoy theplendourof the fynbos ecosystem

in spring bloom, and also visit the major game parks of the east when the
grasses are still short (and mammal viewing is easier).

Mammal viewing opportunities will be a major highlight of this trijpe

2012 trip recorded over 60 specedsnammals, including all of the 'big

five'l Many bird tour itineraries stick to little brown birds and do not include
the best game viewing parks (such as Krugétlohluwe). In my opinion,

these large game parkdafthe best of both worlds. They not only have the
great mammal viewing opportunities, but they also offer superb birding (and
many of the species are showy birds of prey, korhaans, vultures, barbets,
starlings, hornbills, etg!

Another bonus of thifrip is that we will visit the Cape region in the spring
when the fynbos are still in bloom. Fynbos (derived from the Afrikaans for



fine wood') is a uniquéloral kingdom. There are onkix floral kingdoms

on the planet, but the tiny tip ebuthwesternAfrica (only 3% of the

continent) isso unique that it is giveRingdom' status. There are more plant
species per square meter here than anywhere else on the planet, and most of
them are endemic. The southern Cape alone boasts nearly nine thousand
specis of plants, the majority of which are found nowhere else. One of the
most stunning and widely represented families are the proteas, with over
1500 species! Even if you are not an avid botanist, you will be impressed by
this floral show. Kirstenbosch bat@al gardens, where we will spend a
morning, provides a stunrgrexhibit of the regional florand its companion

bird life (the native gardens are outstanding).

Malachite Sunbird male on flowering proteas

The post Apartheid dwre of South Africa is also a rich and evolving
experience. In Lesotho, we may encounter traditional Basotho shepherds
working the hillsides. Our local guidgsa sites such as Wakkerstroom and
Muzi, can provide an insight into rural life in South Africalay. And |

would also encourage early arriving participants to book a day trip to
Robben Island near Cape Town. This is an excellent experience providing
insight into the history of the region during Apartheid.



The icing on the cake is that all of #eesuperb experiences are possible

while enjoying great accommodations and food. South Africa is by far the
most developed country in Africa, with an excellent road network, a plethora
of great accommodationand many good restaurants.

For all of theseeasons, this is sure to be an outstanding experience.

Lalapanzi camp at Bonamanzi Lodge, Natal province

When Is the Trip?

The tour begins with a welcome dinner at our lodge at 6 pSeptember
13th, 2017 in Cape Town, SouthAfrica andconcludes with arval at
Johannesburg airport mafternoon (stimated 4 pm) on October 18017

| stronglyrecommend that participantsiae in Cape Town two days early
(which may mean leaving Ntdr America on either September 9th otH)O
to adjustto the time chage. This will also give you ampportunity to tour
thecity, takein a boat trip to famous Robbésiand (highly recommended)



andor to explore Table Mountain. It witkhlso give you a chande recover
from the lengthy trip fronNorth America.

False Bay Cape Town

How Biqg Is the Group?

The group willbe limited tofive participants. The trip will beonfirmed

once four participas have signed up. Capacitypismarily determined by

the vehicls we will u®. The vehicle ofhoice is areight passenger ami

van, with no more than fivearticipants pevehicle.These vehicles are also
designed with high windows and head clearance, and a large cargo/luggage
area behind the passenger cabin.



Who Is the Leadér

The birding guiddor the trip will be Tom HinceTom hagyuided trips
throughout North Americas well acuador Brazil, Mexico,Cuba,
VenezuelaCostaRica, South AfricaTanzaniagnd Austréa. Tomtakes
great pride istl®owing people insights into theagic of how birdgive.

We will also schedule 'step on' Edguides on severdays. Many othese
guides are local Zulu guides wihave been trained by Birdé South
Africa. In addition to theibird knowledge, they provide axcellent
opportunity to learn about culture. For the day vt v esotho, wewill be
using four wheedlrive vehicledriven by locabirding guidedrom this
region of eastern South Africa.

Elephant "jam" in Kruger National Park

What Is the Focus of the Trip?

This trip will have two primaryactivities: birding and mammalewing. In
addiion the itineray is rich in opportunities fobotanisingandscenic



photograpy. | also realize that this I&ely one of the fewif only, times

that most participants willisit this region. So we wiktop for photography

of scenicviewpoints, occasimal souvenir shoppingnd other key points of
interest. If a majority of participants wish, we can also egtle a wine

tasting while in the Capegion. South Africdnas a well established,
excellent, wine industryf this is of interest to you | strgty recommend
adding some more timg thebeginning of the trip to access the wine region
just an hour osoaway from Cape Town. There areagl overnight
accommodations ithesewine regions, with great dining and shopping.

Baobob tree Kruger National Park

Pace of the Trip

This trip is best described aasy in terms of difficulty. There will be
several early start3he majority of birding will be done fronthe our varor
from short walks orrails. Anumber of our lodges haweiperb birdingon
the groundsif participantswant to take a dagff and recharge. We will
makeearly starts, butvherefeasble, wewill take breaks in theniddle of
the day. On severalvenings, wavill do night spotlightingdrivesin search



