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IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH LC-MS
229 11TH AVENUE WEST

GRINNELL, IA 50112  
OFFICE- 641-236-6691

 CHURCH EMAIL- immanuelutheran@iowatelecom.net       
WEBSITE- www.immanuelgrinnell.org

REV. DR. JOEL G. KOEPP
EMAIL- koeppj@hotmail.com  
CELL PHONE- 507-829-3901 

ALL SOCIAL MEDIA LINKS ARE ON OUR WEBSITE 
SERVICES ARE LIVE STREAMED ON OUR FACEBOOK

LET US KNOW...
If you have a change in address, phone or email, have a loved one who 
is or hospitalized, have a new baby, would like a pastoral visit, or if you 
would like a special prayer during the prayers of the church on Sunday, 

please contact Pastor Koepp or the church office.

DO YOU...
want to put something in the bulletin or newsletter? 

Have a prayer request? Birth/Anniversary/Graduation announcements? 
If so, please submit the information as you want it to appear in the 

bulletin or newsletter by the deadlines listed below to the 
church secretary at immanuelutheran@iowatelecom.net. 

Deadline for submitting in the weekly bulletin is Thursdays by noon. 
Deadline for the monthly newsletter is the 15th of each month. 
For those of you without email access, please call or submit 

your written request to the church secretary.
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Vice President/President Elect Lucas Bayer

Secretary Kathy Stanek

Treasurer Chris Christinson

Elders Joel McDonough, Steve Haase, Darlo Kelting, Ken Mergen

Trustees Kevin Schultz, Ben Louden, Dan Huebner

Board of Education Sherry Baker, Danielle McDonough, Markie Koepp

Board of Stewardship Keith Thorpe, Pam Sittig, Diane Schultz
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Organists Pam Haase, Amber Bayer, Esther Huedepohl             

Pianist Sophia Louden

Church Secretary Amber Carnine                
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With many strong feelings on both sides of the use of icons and art, I wanted 
to share with you this question and answer from the LCMS website. May 
this give you some background information for the use and understanding of 
crucifixes in the Lutheran Church, as well as help your Lenten journey to the 
celebration of Easter. The quotation marks are formatting are original to the 
text, I did not add or change anything (except for a misspelling of Orthodoxy 
in the first 
paragraph).

QUESTION: Is the use of crucifixes a Roman Catholic practice? Doesn’t 
the empty cross provide a better symbol for Lutherans? How does The 
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod feel about using a 
crucifix in church? [Note: A crucifix is a cross with a statue of the 
crucified Christ on it.]

ANSWER: A common misunderstanding among some Lutherans is the opin-
ion that a crucifix, or the use of a crucifix, is a “Roman Catholic” practice. 
The history of Lutheranism demonstrates that the crucifix was a regular and 
routine feature of Lutheran worship and devotional life during Luther’s life-
time and during the period of Lutheran Orthodoxy.

It was also the case among the founding fathers of The Lutheran Church—
Missouri Synod. If you were to visit most of the original congregations of the 
LCMS in the United States you would find lovely crucifixes adorning their 
altars, and, in addition, beautiful statues on the altar of Christ and the four 
evangelists or other such scenes.
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There is nothing uniquely Roman Catholic about this. Many Lutherans 
and Lutheran congregations use crucifixes. Crucifixes are used in the cha-
pels of both of our seminaries and our International Center.

Lutheranism has always considered the crucifix to be a powerful reminder 
of the sacrifice our Lord Jesus made for us and our salvation, on the cross. 
A crucifix vividly brings to mind the Apostle Paul’s divinely inspired 
words, “We preach Christ and Him crucified” (1 Cor. 1:23).

Interestingly enough, while there is certainly nothing “wrong” with an 
“empty” cross, the practice of using an “empty cross” on a Lutheran con-
gregation’s altar comes more from non-Lutheran sources.

At the time of the Reformation there was conflict between Lutherans and 
Reformed Christians over the proper place of pictures, images, statues and 
the like in the church. Lutherans stood with historic Christendom in real-
izing that such art in the church was not wrong, and it was a great aid for 
helping to focus devotional thoughts on the truths of the Word of God. No 
greater truth can be found than the death of Jesus Christ our Lord for the 
world’s salvation.

The “empty cross” is not a symbol of Christ’s resurrection, as some say, 
for the fact is that the cross would have been empty regardless of whether 
or not Christ had risen from the grave. The point to be kept clear here is 
that both an “empty cross” and a crucifix symbolize the same thing: the 
death of Christ our Lord for the salvation of the world.

Many feel the crucifix symbolizes this truth more clearly and strikingly. 
That has been the traditional opinion of historic Lutheranism, until the last 
50 years ago, due to the influence we will now mention.

Some Lutherans began to move away from crucifixes during the age of 
Lutheran Pietism, which rejected much of Lutheran doctrine and conse-
quently many Lutheran worship practices. At the time, Lutheran Pietists, 
contrary to the clear position of Luther and the earlier Lutherans, held that 
symbols such as the crucifix were wrong.

This was never the view of historic Lutheranism.  In America, Lutherans 
have always felt a certain pressure to “fit in” with the Reformed Christian-
ity that predominates much of the Protestant church.
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Thus, for some Lutherans, this meant doing away with things such as cru-
cifixes and vestments, and other traditional forms of Lutheran worship and 
piety. It is sad when some Lutherans are made to feel embarrassed about 
their Lutheranism by members of churches that teach the Word of God in 
error and who do not share Lutheranism’s clear confession and practice of 
the full truth of the Word of God.

Lutheranism has always recognized that the use of any symbol (even the 
empty cross) can become an idolatrous practice, if in any way people are 
led to believe there is “power in the cross” or that a picture or representa-
tion of a cross has some sort of ability, in itself, to bring us into relation-
ship with Christ and His Gospel. Any of God’s good gifts can be turned 
against Him in this life and become an end in themselves.

Lutherans have never believed that banning or limiting proper artwork in 
the church is the way to prevent its improper use. Rather, we believe prop-
er teaching and right use is the best way, and the way that is in keeping 
with the gift of freedom we have in Christ to use all things to the glory and 
honor of God.

Thus, many Lutherans use and enjoy the crucifix as a meaningful reminder 
of our Lord’s suffering and death. It might interest you to know that our 
Synod’s president has a beautiful crucifix adorning the wall of his office, 
constantly reminding him and visitors to his office of the great love of God 
that is ours in Christ Jesus our Lord.

In short, and this is the most important point of all, there is nothing con-
trary to God’s Holy Word, or our Lutheran Confessions, about the proper 
use of the crucifix, just as there is nothing wrong with the proper use of an 
empty cross, or any other church symbol by which we are reminded of the 
great things God has done for us.

We need to guard against quickly dismissing out of hand practices that we 
believe are “too Roman Catholic” before we more adequately explore their 
use and history in our own church.

In Christian freedom, we use either the crucifix or an empty cross and 
should not judge or condemn one another for using either nor not using 
either symbol of our Lord’s sacrifice for our sins. 1

1  If you want to check this out online, here is the link: 
 https://www.lcms.org/about/beliefs/faqs/worship-and-congregational-life#crucifixes
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As you walk through this Lent, join me in singing;

‘Upon the Cross Extended’          LSB 453

6 Your cords of love, my Savior,
 Bind me to You forever,
         I am no longer mine.
 To You I gladly tender
 All that my life can render
         And all I have to You resign.

5 Your soul in griefs unbounded,
 Your head with thorns surrounded,
         You died to ransom me.
 The cross for me enduring,
 The crown for me securing,
         You healed my wounds and set me free.

7 Your cross I place before me;
 Its saving pow’r restore me,
        Sustain me in the test.
 It will, when life is ending,
 Be guiding and attending
        My way to Your eternal rest.

Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607–76; tr. John Kelly, 1833–90, alt.
Tune: Heinrich Isaac, c. 1450–1517
Text and tune: Public domain

+ Soli Deo Gloria +
Rev. Dr. Joel G. Koepp
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The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod LCMS 
Stewardship Ministry Newsletter Article

 
 Cherish What God Has Given

 In the Small Catechism, Luther follows a pattern when explaining the    
 Ten Commandments. With each commandment, there is something 
 prohibited, and something commanded. There is something wrong  which   
 must be avoided, and there is something right which must be done. 

 The one time this pattern is not followed is with the Sixth Commandment. 

 “You shall not commit adultery. What does this mean? We should fear and   
 love God so that we lead a sexually pure and decent life in what we say 
 and do, and husband and wife love and honor each other” (SC I).

 Here, the catechism focuses solely on the positive: we should live in a    
 chaste and decent manner in both word and deed, and husbands and 
 wives should cherish and honor one another. 
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Keeping this commandment, and all of the commandments, is a lot 
easier if you see your chastity and your spouse as a gift from God that is 
to be protected and cherished. In the same way, you will find keeping the 
Fourth Commandment easier if you see your parents and other authori-
ties as a gift from God, given to you for your blessing.

This is the key stewardship insight that runs through all of the Christian 
life: Everything that we have has been given to us by God. We deserve 
none of it. All of it comes to us by God’s fatherly kindness and open-
handed generosity. If I know that everything I have — every possession, 
every relationship, every ability — is a gift from God, then my perspec-
tive changes. All of these things are both gifts to be cherished, and things 
that I should direct towards God’s purposes. My possessions should be 
shared generously according to how God has called me in my family, 
church and community. My spouse should be cherished, loved and 
encouraged in faith. My children are on loan from my own Heavenly 
Father, and I have but a brief time to show them the path of righteous-
ness. My neighbor is a gift from God so that I can imitate His kindness 
toward me.

No matter the gift, everything has been given to me by God so that I may 
participate in His own goodness and open-handed generosity. 

              – LCMS Stewardship Ministry: lcms.org/stewardship



   13    

MEMORY WORK 
FOR THE 

MONTH OF 
         MARCH 

7th & 8th Grades Memory Work 

 March 6: Questioning Books

 March 13: NO CLASS: SPRING BREAK

 March 20: Questioning Books

 March 24: Palm Sunday – Confirmation
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*Registration packets are on the entryway table
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Wednesday, March 6 Wednesday, March 6 

Wednesday, March 13Wednesday, March 13

Wednesday, March 20Wednesday, March 20

Meal served at 5:00pmMeal served at 5:00pm

 Evening Prayer Service follows at 6:30pm Evening Prayer Service follows at 6:30pm
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March 24
9:00am Palm Sunday/Confirmation 

March 25, 26, 27
12:00pm Prayer Service

March 28 
6:30pm Holy Thursday Divine Service

March 29
6:30pm Good Friday Divine Service

March 30
12:00pm Holy Saturday Prayer Service

6:30pm Easter Vigil Service
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EASTER SUNDAY SERVICES

March 31
Resurrection of Our Lord Easter Dawn Divine Service 

6:30am

Resurrection of Our Lord Easter Day Divine Service 
9:00am



We are offering a Senior Coffee Hour for seniors in the 
area. This event is free and is every Monday 8:30-10:00 

am. We serve coffee and donuts. 
 

Windsor Manor Assisted Living- Grinnell
229 Pearl Street, Grinnell, Iowa 50112

www.windsor-manor.com
“Excellence In Senior Care, Every Day!”
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IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH
        Monthly Meeting of the Church Council

  Sunday, January 21, 2024

The regular monthly meeting of the Church Council was held on January 
21st at 8:00 AM. 

Present:  Pastor Koepp, Joel McDonough, Keith Thorpe, Chris Christin-
son, Diane Schultz, Kevin Schultz, Sherri Baker, June Routier, and Kathy 
Stanek.

Joel called the meeting to order, and Pastor Koepp opened the meeting 
with prayer.

Keith motioned to approve the December 11th, 2023, minutes - Diane 2nd.  
Motion carried.

REPORTS OF OFFICERS AND BOARDS

Board of Elders:  Joel McDonough
• Continue monthly devotions and prepare for Lent services.

Treasurer’s Report: Chris Christinson
• Written reports attached.   All bills have been paid and the current   
 balances are reflected.

Board of Trustees: Kevin Schultz – Nothing to report.

Board of Evangelism:  June Routier
• Collection for MICA food pantry was a success.

Board of Education:  Sherri Baker
• The Christmas program was ‘GREAT” and Sunday school is back on   
 track.

Board of Stewardship: Keith Thorpe
• Giving is steady with no issues to report.  Year end statements have   
 been distributed.
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Pastor’s Report:  Pastor Koepp
• Providing spiritual leadership to members of Immanuel church, 
 preparing weekly sermons, preaching, and conducting worship 
 services. Leading Confirmation and Bible Study classes.
• Counseling/home visits, attending board meetings, visiting sick/shut-  
 ins as allowed and providing Communion to those who cannot attend   
 Sunday Divine service.  

Unfinished Business:  
• Chris shared the 2024 budget that will be presented to the members at  
 the voters meeting. 

New Business:  
• Finn McDonough, (Immanuel youth member) created and shared a   
 presentation “Why We should put the Corpus of Christ on our Cross”.   
 He provided multiple reasons, prices, colors, sizes, and material 
 choices for discussion.  Joel said the Elders approve the presentation   
 and agree this is an item they were pleased to take to the board and 
 voters.  Kevin motioned to support putting the Corpus of Christ    
 on the sanctuary cross and present the information to the voters at 
 today’s meeting.  Sherri 2nd.  Motion carried.  

With no other business to discuss meeting was adjourned and Pastor closed 
in prayer.

Council Meeting: February 11th, 2024 8:00 AM

Submitted by:           
Kathy Stanek, Council Secretary


