Dedicated to aviation, safety, friendship, community involvement and education since 1984

Auburn Aviation Association

PROPWASH

President’s Message

October 2016

Auburn Air Fair
needs volunteers Saturday
October 8th. AAA members are
the perfect group to participate!
Please contact
marketing@tghaviation.com for
complete details and to sign up.

MEETINGS
Wednesday October 5
5:30 p.m. Socializing
6:00 p.m. General
Membership Meeting &
Potluck.

RUNWAY CLOSURE
NOTICE
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 11TH, 2016,
FOR 12 HOURS (FROM 0600 TO 1800)
THE AIRPORT RUNWAY WILL BE
CLOSED WHILE SLURRY SEAL IS
APPLIED TO RUNWAY 25
BETWEEN TAXIWAY B AND C.

OCTOBER
POTLUCK MENU
Please bring a dish to share:

A-E Main Dish
F-J Dessert
K-U Side Dish/Salad
V-Z Main Dish

OCTOBER IS AAA’s KEY ADMINISTRATIVE MONTH

PLEASE ATTEND & VOTE
October is Annual Meeting Month. Per Article V,
“Meetings”, Section 3 of our current Bylaws we must hold an October
meeting whose “agenda shall include: 1. the election of officers and
directors, 2. approval of next year’s budget, 3. any dues increase and
4. approval of the 2017 budget.”
Past President Wayne Mooneyham, Chair of the Nomination Committee, will present the slate he and his committee
have determined will best lead AAA in 2017.
All members are strongly encouraged to attend and be involved in our organizational democratic process. ‘One man, one vote’
was originally and uniquely developed in this country by our Founding Fathers. Think of it as a far less controversial election than the one
you’ll be voting on in November as we elect our 45th President.
Another agenda item will be to vote on our first dues
increase in over 20 years. Your Board has unanimously voted to
increase the $20 annual dues to $30 for a single or married (partner)
couple.
I’ve calculated after our dues were increased to $20 in 1990
after inflation, our dues today would have to be increased to $36.82
just to keep the same purchasing power we had 26 years ago. What a
bargain at only $30/year! (34.1% discount)! Your Board strongly
encourages you to vote “YES” on ALL FOUR motions.
The Nation’s 5th largest airshow, California Capital Airshow, is October 1 & 2 at Mather Field.
Our local Auburn 2016 Auburn Air Fair will be held at
our airfield October 8 and everyone is encouraged to attend. See related info in this newsletter.
Fair Winds, My Fellow Auburn
Airport supporters,
Tim
Aviation Fact to Whom it May Concern: You can land anywhere once.
October’s PHOTO: Two years ago, I
grew an 842 pound pumpkin. Sadly, it
only took second place at the Auburn
Pumpkin weighoffs. Happy Halloween
Everyone!
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As the Prop Turns
Another month and another new adventure. Jeff Holtz
(pictured in black shirt), one of this year’s AAA scholarship winners, soloed in a Cessna 172 N9860G with Jeremy Larsen as his
instructor. Additionally Jeremy was able to get another student
through his Private Pilot Certificate. It was Keenan Koukol
(pictured in red shirt), who flew his Diamond DA-20 with Ashley Snider as the
DPE. Jeff Ott and Mike Hanrahan were
both able to get their tail wheel endorsement and check out in our Citabria. Jeff
also kept busy and soloed in a Piper Arrow, which is a complex aircraft and he
earned his endorsement for a complex
aircraft. Guess who just aced his check
ride for his Private Pilot? Kelly Richards is
pictured below proudly showing off his
license with his Instructor Mike Poteet &
DPE Ashley Snider. Way to go Kelly! One
more success story. One of our more unusual solos was from our
own Chris Haven,
my co-conspirator
in this newsletter.
Chris managed to
do her first solo for
the third time.
Now some might
say how can she do
that? Her first solo
was in 1987 as Chris
Dwelle; her second
solo was in 2012 as
Chris Nobles; and
this past month she
soloed on the evening of the full moon as Chris Haven. So I am
technically saying that Chris Haven soloed for the first time this
past month, for the third time. Her solo selfie is below.
Wayne Colburn got a new paint job on his Bonanza.
The Reno races have come and gone for the year. It was relatively quiet up there this year although there were a few incidents with no injuries. Two Bi-planes came together at the starting line with two aircraft damaged and no injuries. One jet racer
ended up having a “Mayday” but once again, no injuries. Finally,
in the Sport Class there was one “Mayday”. The airplane caught
fire in flight but the pilot got out just in time before it burned up.
On a brighter note, our own John King ‘s AT-6 flew in the silver
class and took fifth place. Although John was not flying his
plane this year, his hired gun did a great job at well over 200 mph
on the course. John may be flying himself next year, who knows.
Ken and Tom Dwelle crewed for the Sanders Brothers’ 3 planes
this year. All three planes flew in the unlimited gold division
race at the same time.
I just got home from my annual Idaho trip this past week.
We left here on the 20th of September with four aircraft and seven people and came home with five airplanes and nine people.
We left with myself and Don Gwinn in his C-180, Dave and Sterling Holloway in their C-185, Wayne Mooneyham in his Bellanca
7KCAB, and John King and Malcolm Glover in John’s late model
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American Champion Scout, W8GBC. We were later joined by
Shawn Bickford and Don wolf in Don’s C-180. First day was Auburn-to-Klamath Falls-to Pendelton-to-Sandpoint Idaho. As we
were making our arrangement for the evening this cute young
lady (young being relative at my age of ___.) picked all seven of us
up and took us home with her, but
that is another story. We ended up at
a place called Talus Rock Retreat.
Heather Penderson showed us a great
time and made our three night stay
very enjoyable. I would highly recommend the place if you are going that
way. As Heather said bring the family,
wife, girl friend , boy friend, etc. and
enjoy this beautiful place. Much of the
proceeds from the retreat goes to several non -profit foundations to adopt
kids from third and fourth world countries and bring them to the USA. On our second day we flew to
Cavanaugh Bay, Priest Lake airport, Echart ( at the Canadian
border), down to Bonner Ferry (where we had lunch) and back
to Sand Point, Idaho. The third day was bad weather and we
ended up driving to the Bird Museum that was about fifteen
miles away. The builder was Dr. Forest Bird who invented the
Bird respirator used in so many hospitals and emergency vehicles
through out the world. I have written about this museum before. It is well worth a visit if you are in the Sandpoint area. Day
four we are back on the road again and generally heading home.
A quick stop where I flew Malcolm in the GCBC for his first
landing on the grass runway at Kamiah, Idaho and then on to
McCall. We were in a bit of a rush to get to McCall because the
winds were coming up and we did not want to waste any time
getting there. Our hope was to fuel up in McCall and make
Johnson Creek before it got too turbulent in the back country. As it
was the winds at altitude were gusting upwards of 25 kts. While we
were fueling up we choose to wait
the winds out and hope they would
die down later in the day. In the
mean time Shawn Bickford and Don
Wolf joined up with us in their C180. After a bit of lunch and a nap at
the local FBO, the winds did die off
somewhat and we were off to Johnson Creek. Johnson Creek is probably the most written about back
country airport in Idaho. During the spring and summer there
are about a half dozen different fly-ins with upwards of a hundred airplanes showing up for each. The nearest town is Yellow
Pine which is the home of the Harmonica Festival which brings
the population of Yellow Pine a couple of hundred people spread
out in the local mountains to over two thousand for the duration
of the festival. Johnson Creek also has the Wapiti Meadow
Ranch about four miles away. That was going to be home for the
next two nights. The next day was to be a trip to visit several
other airports, both new and old to us. The first of the old was
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As the Prop Turns, continued.
Big Creek. The weather on departure was pretty much CAVU,
but as we flew the drainages north to Big Creek (only fifteen
miles away) the weather was vastly different. The clouds were
moving in at he ridge tops and even as we landed we got a little
rain on us. Time to rethink our plans. After a bit of discussion
we thought we could stay low in the drainages and get where
we wanted to go but shortly after take off and a few miles east
the clouds moved down into the canyons and it was time for us
to retreat and just hope we could beat the weather back to
Johnson Creek. We all made it home OK, but wouldn’t you
know it, the weather was perfect at Johnson Creek and it
stayed that way all day. I would much rather regret not going
somewhere than to go and regret going particularly in areas
that I am not that familiar with. Sunday was forecast to be
better, but it was time to go home. On Sunday we were off. A
flight of five for Caldwell, Idaho for a late breakfast and then
onward home. Upon leaving Caldwell we broke up into two
flights because of the speed differential in airplanes and we
came home. Not as many new airports this year but we met
some new people and did see some new airports and territory.
Perhaps more later as the pictures and stories come in.
Our Air Fair is in two week and it is not to late to volunteer.
Please contact Jennifer Henry and/or Kelly Kreeger at TGH to
get on their lists. marketing@tghaviation.com
Well that is about all for now and until next month, Good
Night Miss Daisy.
The Prop Turner
Mike Duncan

Top right: Kelly Richards proudly showing off his license with his Instructor Mike Poteet & DPE Ashley Snider. Middle right and bottom right, Sanders Brothers’ Sea Furies Dreadnought and Argonaut on the ramp at the Reno Air
Races. Bottom left: Auburn former air racers Tom Dwelle (at left) and Ken Dwelle (at right) went to help out the
Sanders crews. The Sanders teams needed help as they had three planes in the gold race at the same time.
O C T O B E R 20 1 6

Page 3

Scholarship Winner Update—Letter from James Jacobson
A letter from scholarship recipient and former scholarship committee member James Jacobson:
Since the spring of 2014 the Auburn Aviation has been an unmatched
supporter of my aviation endeavors from my first solo through today. Like
many aviators before me, I have relentlessly pursued flight. While flying of
all varieties is refreshing, it was not until a year and a half ago I had the opportunity to experience what is now my passion in aviation: aerobatics. My
instructor, and phenomenal mentor Don Wolfe, got me hooked on pursuing
this adrenaline-filled flying. There’s no flying I enjoy more than being able
to explore the full operating envelope of the aircraft and I consider myself
fortunate to be among such a small group of aviators that continuously strive
for excellence.
To pursue aerobatics further, I set my sights on attending the renown
John D. Odegard School of Aeronautical Sciences at University of North Dakota. Through much disciplined practice, financially made possible by this organization, I developed my skills enough to earn a slot as a member of the UND Aerobatics Team giving me access to phenomenal resources and professionals in aerobatic flight. To my surprise I have been
blessed with great success in my first ever competition season. By my second competition I moved up to the Sportsman
level pitting the American Champion Super Decathlon up against an onslaught of Pitts pilots. Through this experience I
learned just how dynamic the competition aerobatic environment is. However, the most important lesson learned so far is to
believe in myself. External pressures and the desire to fly perfect sequences run high in this environment. All too often I
beat myself up over even the smallest of mistakes. These moments have provided me with the opportunity to learn that resilience is the most essential trait of a pilot.
I am currently attending the IAC U.S. National Championships in Denison, Texas, where I have the honor of competing alongside world class competitors and learning more about this sport. With these opportunities in mind I extend to this
organization and its members my most sincere thanks and gratitude for the investment made in my life over the past couple
years without which I could not have had this opportunity. Moving forward I plan to continue learning as much as I can
alongside my team, moving up in airplanes, and working with my coaches and mentors here to continue pursuing my
dream of making a career in the aerobatic community. Once again, thank you all for your investment in me, I will be keeping the association up to date and attending meetings when I visit.
Sincerely,
James Jacobson
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More News on the Airport

free with adult admission. Come on out and enjoy a
turn in the flight simulator, each unit seats 2 riders
The 2016 Auburn Air Fair takes place on Saturday
for an experience of exhilarating true feeling of
October 8th. Gates open at 8AM with opening
ceremonies at 10AM. This year the Air Fair will have flying and movement yet never actually leaving the
some dynamic performers including; the U.S. Army ground. And if you are looking for some “in the air”
Golden Knights Parachute Team, Julie Clark and her time there will be both helicopter and airplane rides
available. This year you will be able to see up close
fantastic T-34, a live K-9 Demo brought to you by
the CHP, RC demonstrations and much more. Come and personal aircraft types like the C-54 Cargo
out and enjoy the show and take advantage of one Plane, North American T-6, Nanchang CJ-6, P51D Mustangs and so much more! The Auburn Air
of the multiple food trucks we will have on site
Fair promises to be one show you won’t want to
carrying everything from lobster to pizza! Kids are
miss!
welcome! There will be fun things to do like a rock
http://www.auburnairfair2016.org/
climbing wall, bounce houses, Go-Karts, face
painting, balloon animals and kids 10 and under are

Auburn Air Fair – Uniting Generations

If you would like to be involved in this fantastic community event we are still looking for volunteers for the day of
the event. Please contact us at marketing@tghaviation.com for complete details and to sign up to help today.

Matt at King Aviation next to
Wings has got everything from
hoses to Haagen-Dazs. The
convenience of one-stopshopping for necessary
supplies and parts, aviation
-themed retail items and
snacks is unique to the
Auburn airport. For those
who haven't taken the
opportunity to visit, come
meet Matt and his dad,
John, and get your holiday
shopping ideas here for
your fellow aviators or for
yourself.
O C T O B E R 20 1 6

Page 5

News, cont.
Nominating Committee AAA
Board Candidates for 2017
Come vote for a president you can really get
behind. Following are the committee’s proposed
candidates for 2017 officers. Nominations will be
taken from the floor and we will vote in our 2017
officers at the October meeting.

Officers
President - Tim Pinkney
Vice President - Bryce Mitchell
Secretary - Joanie Mooneyham
Treasurer - Gary Vogt
Directors
Newsletter - Chris Haven & Mike Duncan
Public Relations/Publicity - Chris Haven
Membership - Larry Borchert
5AC - Wayne Mooneyham
Scholarship - Walt Wilson
Past President - Wayne Mooneyham
Board Member at Large - Peggy Dwelle
Board Member Ad Hoc - Carol Uhouse

READY, SET, BREAK!
October 1-2, 2016 - Mather Airport
Gates open at 9:00AM and close at 5:00PM each day of
the show. Flying begins at Noon.

The US Navy Blue Angels, US Army Golden
Knights, Royal Canadian Air Force CF-18 Hornet
Demo, US Air Force F-16 Viper Demo and ‘FIFI’, the
iconic B-29 Superfortress, will tear up the skies.
Buy your tickets today!

Once again, Auburn Aviation
Association has the opportunity to
support an inspiring event taking place
December 17th, 2016, at the New
Auburn Cemetery. A special ceremony
and laying of the wreaths will take
place at 9:00AM to show our respects
to the Army, Marine Corps, Navy, Air
Force, Merchant Marines, Coast Guard
and POW/MIA’s buried there. The
wreaths cost $15.00 apiece and for each
one we sponsor, our Association will
earn $5.00 which will be dedicated to
our Scholarship Fund. Not only is this
an opportunity to pay our respects to
those who served, as well as their
families, but also to continue to inspire
our “next generation” in the pursuit of
an aviation career.
AAA Secretary, Joanie Mooneyham,
has the forms available. They will be
available at our October and November
meetings or you can contact her
directly. You all were amazingly
generous last year so let’s continue on
again this year. There are over 2,000
wreaths needed.
Your contributions are fully tax
deductible.

joaniemoon05@gmail.com
(530) 878-0434

Membership and/or Scholarship Donation Form
Auburn Aviation Association—Membership and Donation Form
Fill out and return the form payment or log on to www.auburnaviationassociation.org to use PayPal
or credit card to join or to pay your annual renewal. Scholarship donations are welcome at any time.
Date:________________
Member Name:(Please PRINT)________________________ Spouse:_______________
Street Address:________________________________________________________
City:________________________________ State:_____ Zip:___________________
eMail:______________________________________________________________
Phone Number(s): ______________________________________________________
Type of License (Circle One or More):
Ratings:

Private

Commercial

Student
CFI

Glider

Instrument

Rotorcraft

Other ____________

Other ___________________

Aircraft: _____________________________________________________________
Annual Family Membership: $20.00

Dues: ____________

Name Badge: $13.oo each Name to be printed: __________________Amount:____________
Scholarship Fund Donation (optional): Amount _________________ Total: _____________
Contact:
Larry Borchert
916-508-1820
lkborchert@gmail.com

Grand Total: _____________
Mail form plus check payable to:
Auburn Aviation Association
PO Box 6454
Auburn CA 95604-6454

AAA is a 501(c)3 Corporation. Donations to the Scholarship Fund
are deductible using Tax Exempt ID number: 68-0083066

AAA 2016 Board Members
Membership Larry Borchert—916-508-1820—lkborchert@gmail.com
Scholarship Walt Wilson—530-878-6640—bonwally@hotmail.com
Past President Wayne Mooneyham—530-878-0434 slowflight2@gmail.com
Founding Member Dick Kiger — (1922-2015)
Board Mbr. At Large Peggy Dwelle —530-305-9101 —peggy@4flyers.com
5AC Chairs Wayne Mooneyham & Dave Fulton
Ad Hoc Chair Carol Uhouse—530-906-0863—cuhouse@jps.net
Newsletter Editors Chris Haven—530-401-6082 — origamigirl5@yahoo.com
Mike Duncan—916-632-9506 – Duncan7kcab@sbcglobal.net
Send us your news, events, and photos!
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AAA 2016 Officers
President —Tim Pinkney
916-719-0630 tim.pinkney@me.com

Vice President & PR— Bryce Mitchell
916-247-6689 — flightnerd1@gmail.com
Treasurer—Gary Vogt
530-613-6488 TeamGrumman@yahoo.com
Secretary—Joanie Mooneyham
530-878-0434 joaniemoon05@gmail.com
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