September 19, 2021

INVOCATION

P: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit.

C: Amen.

CONFESSION

P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth
IS not in us.

C: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just,
will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.

P: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature
sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You in
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by
what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal
punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we
may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory
of Your holy name. Amen.

P: Upon this your confession, | by virtue of my office, as a called
and ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God
unto you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord
Jesus Christ | forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.



SCRIPTURE READING James 3:13-4:10

Who is wise and understanding among you? By his good
conduct let him show his works in the meekness of wisdom. But
if you have bitter jealousy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do
not boast and be false to the truth. This is not the wisdom that
comes down from above, but is earthly, unspiritual, demonic.
For where jealousy and selfish ambition exist, there will be
disorder and every vile practice. But the wisdom from above is
first pure, then peaceable, gentle, open to reason, full of mercy
and good fruits, impartial, and sincere. And a harvest of
righteousness is sown in peace by those who make peace.
What causes quarrels and what causes fights among you? s it
not this, that your passions are at war within you? You desire
and do not have, so you murder. You covet and cannot obtain,
so you fight and quarrel. You do not have, because you do not
ask. You ask and do not receive, because you ask wrongly, to
spend it on your passions. You adulterous people! Do you not
know that friendship with the world is enmity with God?
Therefore whoever wishes to be a friend of the world makes
himself an enemy of God. Or do you suppose it is to no
purpose that the Scripture says, “He yearns jealously over the
spirit that He has made to dwell in us™? But He gives more
grace. Therefore it says, “God opposes the proud but gives
grace to the humble.” Submit yourselves therefore to God.
Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. Draw near to God,
and He will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners,
and purify your hearts, you double-minded. Be wretched and
mourn and weep. Let your laughter be turned to mourning and
your joy to gloom. Humble yourselves before the Lord, and He
will exalt you.



HYMN Blessed Jesus, at Your Word

1 Blessed Jesus, at Your Word
We are gathered all to hear You.
Let our hearts and souls be stirred
Now to seek and love and fear You,
By Your teachings, sweet and holy,
Drawn from earth to love You solely.

2  All our knowledge, sense, and sight
Lie in deepest darkness shrouded
Till Your Spirit breaks our night
With the beams of truth unclouded.
You alone to God can win us;
You must work all good within us.

3  Gracious Savior, good and kind,
Light of Light, from God proceeding,
Open now our heart and mind;
Help us by Your Spirit’s pleading.
Hear the cry Your Church now raises;
Hear and bless our prayers and praises.

4  Father, Son, and Spirit, Lord,
Praise to You and adoration!
Grant that we may trust Your Word,
Confident of our salvation,



While we here below must wander,
Till we sing Your praises yonder.

SERMON

APOSTLES CREED
| believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and
earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was
conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was
buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose
again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at
the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He
will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy Christian Church, the
communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the
resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy
kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.



BENEDICTION

P: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face
shine upon you and be gracious to you. The Lord look upon
you with favor and give you peace.

C: Amen

HYMN Lord of Glory, You Have Bought Us

1 Lord of glory, You have bought us

With Your lifeblood as the price,

Never grudging for the lost ones
That tremendous sacrifice;

And with that have freely given
Blessings countless as the sand

To the unthankful and the evil
With Your own unsparing hand.

2  Grant us hearts, dear Lord, to give You

Gladly, freely of Your own.

With the sunshine of Your goodness
Melt our thankless hearts of stone

Till our cold and selfish natures,
Warmed by You, at length believe

That more happy and more blessed
‘Tis to give than to receive.

4 Lord of glory, You have bought us
With Your lifeblood as the price,



Never grudging for the lost ones
That tremendous sacrifice.

Give us faith to trust You boldly,
Hope, to stay our souls on You;

But, oh, best of all Your graces,
With Your love our love renew.
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