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A Chnonicle of Speed
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2010 Oryx Cup V.M. World Championship
by Jimmy Gilbert -- Part 2
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This close encounter may have cost Dave Villwock and the Ellstrom/Spirit of Qatar team the 2010 National
Championship. Fortunately, a spin-out, a lot of spray, and a dead in the water Spirit of Qatar was all that
resulted for the incident.



Inthedraw Thursday for thefirst heatson
Friday, wedidn't draw Spirit of Qatar.
However wediddraw Jeff Bernard, JW.
Myers, Ken Muscatel, and rookie Al
Christensen in the U-22 Webster boat.
After finishing our day’s work, we
adjournedtothehotel andateat theltalian
restaurant, oneof many themerestaurants
in the hotel. We shared the table with
several of theSpiritof Qatar crewandhad |2,
amostenjoyabletime. OnFriday morning, :
wearrivedat thepitsearly but most of the
other teamswerea ready there, preparing
for additional testingandthefirstround of heats.

Findly,itwastimetogoracing. Becausewehad qualifiedfaster thantheother boatsinour heat, wegot lanechoice
in 1A and SteveDavid choselane 1. Atthestart, Steveassumed thelead and managedto hold of f thebal ance of
thefieldtorecelvethecheckeredflag. Jeff Bernardwassecondand J. W. Myersfinishedthird.

Inheet 1B, DaveVillwockinSoirit
of Qatar was facing off against J.
Michael Kelly, Brian Perkins, Kip
Brown, and Greg Hopp. Villwock
chose lane 1 and Kelly chose 2.
Villwock wasalittlelateat thestart
andKelly took thelead, albeit from
lane 2. Spirit of Qatar wasclosing
fast on Graham Trucking at the
entry toturn 3 (theback chuteturn).
It appearedtomethat Villwock had
troubleholding hisboatinlanelanddidintolane2, behindKely andinto hisroostertail and Spirit of Qatar a most
wentover. | later saw photographsshowingtheboat’ sright sponsoncanted up at about a45degreeangle. Villwock
didamagnificentjobkeepingtheboat upright.
However,itdidingestalot of saltwaterinit’s
engine. Hewasunabletorestart andreceived
a“didnotfinish” fortheheat, thuszeropoints.
Suddenly, OhBoy! Obertowasingreat shape
toretaintheNational Championshipbecause
wehadjust pickedup400pointsonVillwock
andtheQatar team.

Aganbeforeleavingthepitsfortheevening,
thedraw for heats 2A and 2B was held and
once more we were fortunate, because we
weren’tmatched against Villwock and Spirit of Qatar (and becausethesecond set of heatshave* inverted” lane
choice; theteamswiththeleast number of accumul ated pointsduringthecourseof theevent receivepreference).
Villwock had zero pointsfromthefirst heat so hadfirst1anechoiceinthesecond round.

OnSaturday wewereagaininthepitsearly. Atthispoint, theObertoteamreal ly needed tobecareful nottomake
any mistakessothat theNational Championship might beoursoncemore. Wewereal so mindful of theWorld
Championship Oryx Cupthat woul d beawarded tothewinner of thefinal, aprizethe Obertoteam surely wanted.
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Inheat 2A, Villwock had theinsidelaneonthefield of J. Michael Kelly, Greg Hopp, Brian Perkins, and Al
Christensen. Hetook thelead fromthestart and didn’ trelinquishit. Kelly wassecond and Hoppwasthird.
Inhegt 2B, SteveDavidwasontheoutside
becauseof accumulated pointsfromthefirst
- heat. JW. Myerswasearly onthestart and
receivedaone-lappenalty. KipBrowndidn’t
gartandJonZimmermaninMuscatd’ sPeter’s
. & Maydidn’tfinish. OhBoy! Obertowonthe
- heat with Jeff Bernard second and Myers
third.

Inheat 3A, wedrew Villwock in Spirit of
Qatar as well as Brian Perkins and Mike

— Webster (back driving the U-22 Matrix
Q/Stems) V|IlwockIedtheheatfromstarttoflnlshW|th Davidsecondand Perkinsthird. Again, Brownfailedto
starttherace. Wehadjust|ost 100 Nati onal Championship pointsto Villwock but therewereonly acoupleof races
remaining, sowewerein pretty good shape, still with about a450-point lead.

Heat 3B hadKelly, Bernard, Hopp, Muscatel, and Myersascontenders. Hopp led and apparently wonthehet,
butanN2violation caused himtorece veadisqualification. Hopp hadacompetitionlap of over 153 mphinthehedt,
by far thefastest duringthecompetition. Becauseof thedisqualification, Kelly wasawardedfirst, Bernardsecond
andMyersthird.

In4A,VillwockwasmeatchedagangtKely,
Webster, Myers, and Perkins. | must confess
that we were having a computer battery
problem so | didn’t manage to see the heat
action. | canreport that Kelly wontheheat, =
Villwock wassecond, and Perkinswasthird |
becauseMyersand Webster bothwereearly
atthestartandbothreceivedaone-lappenalty.

The Oberto team was matched against
Bernard, Muscatel, and Hoppin4B. David |
ledtheracefromstarttofinish. Theheatwin
virtually securedtheNationa Championship &
for the Obertoteam. Inthefinal, wewould g
havetogeta“ DNF” plusreceiveaninfraction
that mandates a reduction in accumulated
points in order for us to be denied the
championship. Thefina heat becamethecenter
of our focusat that point.

Steve David had lane choice, per the
accumulated pointsfromthepreliminary hests,
andchoselanel. Kely chose2,andVillwock
chose 3. Myers, Perkins, Bernard, and
Webster (because Ken Muscatel failed to
start), completedthefield. Again, Myerswas
early atthelineandrecelvedaone-lappendlty.
David took the lead through the first lap.
However, somethinginthesteeringfalledand
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he had to back out of thethrottlein order to
handle the boat. Kelly and Villwock both
passedhimonlap2. By lap 3, Villwock had
established alead over Kelly and Stevewas
falteringbadly. Villwock heldontowinthe
race, Kelly wassecond and Davidin Oberto
wasthird. Wereally wouldhavelikedtohave
wontheracebutwewerequitepleasedtowin | 8%
theNational Championshipagain. ;
For Villwock, thevictory tiedhimwithBill
Muncey for al-timeunlimited driver wins.
Congratulations were certainly in order to

Dave. Itisquiteanaccomplishment Alsonot At far left our author Jimmy Gilbert, U-1 Oh Boy! Oberto/Miss Madison
) ) crewman, celebrates locking up another National Championship.

tobeoverlookedistheWorld Championship
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forthe Spirit of Qatar teamanditssponsor, Sheik Hassan. Attheawardsceremony followingtherace, the Sheik
expressed hisgratitudetotheteamand Davefor thevictory. Wel eft thepitsfairly quickly for thehotel toprepare
fortheOryx Cupga abanquet that wastobehel dat theMarriott that evening. TheSheik’ sbanquet wasagainsuperb,
matchingandevenoutdoi ng thetradition established at the2009 banquet. Sword-wiel dingdancersanddrummers

performedtraditional Qatari pre-battleritual dances(itwas
explainedthat thedancesarenow usually performedat formal
ceremonieslikeweddingsand other cel ebratory gatherings).

Againtherewerecraftsmeninnativeattiredemonstratinghow [ s
goat and sheepwool isprepared for weaving. Theoccasion |
wasquitefestive, tosay theleast. Wonderfully preparedfood §

wasservedandenjoyedby dl. Sam Coleintroduceddignitaries
and made presentations to all owners and to the top three
teams. TheOhBoy! Oberto/MissMadi sonteamwasrecognized
forwinningthe2010Nationd Championship. Mintedmeddlions
werepresentedtotheteam sponsorsaswell asall thecrews.
Again, the Shelk andtheQatar M arine Sport Federation out-
didthemsd vestoprovideameagnificentbanquetthatwasgppreciaed
bydl.Inbottomphotoatright; ashelk, SteveDavidandSamCole.

Followingthebuffet breakfast thenext morningtheOberto
team|eftforthepitsto preparetheboat, trailer
and truck for shipment back to the United
States. | missedtheObertoteambussol took
thenext onethat departed about fifteenminutes
later. Whileinroute, Bob Rossof the Spirit of
Qatar teamand | saw auniquesight. Near a
buildingthat we(probably erroneoudy) called
the” Presidential Palace” therewereadozen
or soridersinnativeattireatop camelsonthe
building’ sparadegrounds. Theriders flowing
whiterobestrailedthecamels easy gaitsand
itwasasighttobehold. Wenever didascertain
thepurposeof theceremony butitwascertainly
impressive. Weweretoldthat the* Palace” is
theonebuildinginQatar thatisforbiddentobe
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photographed soapictureof thecamelsandriders
wasout of thequestion. Perhapsoneday wewiill
againseethecamd ceremony at someother venue
wherethey canbephotographed.

Atthepitstheinsideand outsideof theboat’ s
hull waswashed andrinsed, aswerethetruck and
trailer, in preparation for thelong voyage back
home. Becauseweweretheend boat inthepits,
wewouldbethelastout. By lateafternoon, severd
of theFormulaOne(tunnel hull) boat racerswere
venturingintothepitstoobservetheboatsandtalk
totheteams. A teamfrom Sweden cameby the
Obertocampandstruck upaconversation. They
expressed amazement at the size of the boats.
They even stayed around to observetheengine
beingtrailer-fired after thede-salting procedure
was completed by the team. The sound of the
turbines impressed them tremendously. After
completing our cleaning and packing work, we
wenttotheDohaCity Center Mall for somelunch
andsomequick shopping. Wereturnedtothepits,
covered the boat with the transport cover, and
finally moved theboat tothedeparture areaof
thepits.

That evening, Sueand| visitedavast shopping
madll featuringeverythingfromcanad swithVenetian
gondolaridestoamusement park ridestoevena
hockey rink.

Sueand | had beentold about another mall in
Dohacalled TheVillagio, so we made plansto
journey tothereSunday evening. Wedepartedthe
hotel infiveo’ clock traffic. Sunday inDohaisa
work day sinceFriday isthel dlamicequivalent of
our Sunday. Gettingtothemall took 40 minutesor
soinheavy traffic. Wetoured partsof Dohathat
we'd not seen before. We saw quite a few
apartments, individual homes, and many strip
shopping centersalong theway. It wasalready
darkinDohaat that timesoour observationswere
somewhat limited, but neverthel essinteresting.
Themotif of theVillagioMalisVenetian. Thereis
ariver throughthecenter of themall withgondolas
carrying passengersand poledby gondoliers. The
ceiling of themall wasarched and painted with
clouds. Asyou walk along, you amost got the
illusionthat thecloudsweremoving! About very
hundredfeet alongtheriver therewasanarched
Venetianstylebridgeconnectingthetwosides. At
(Continued on page 11)

STAT BOX

ORYXCUPUIMWORLD CHAMPIONSHIP

Doha, Qatar, November 19-20, 2010
2-mile course on Doha Bay

QUALIFICATION (1) U-96 Spirit of Qatar, Dave Villwock, 143.249,
100 points; (2) U-1 Oh Boy! Oberto, Steve David, 142.059, 80; (3) U-
5 Formula, Jeff Bernard, 138.795, 70; (4) U-7 Graham Trucking, J.
Michael Kelly, 137.891, 60; (5) U-17 Red Dot, Kip Brown, 136.348,
50; (6) U-100 (no name), Greg Hopp, 134.539, 40; (7) U-25 Peters &
May, Ken Muscatel, 133.091, 30; (8) U-21 Go Fast Turn Left Racing,
Brian Perkins, 128.617, 30; (9) U-37 Miss Peters & May, JW Myers,
125.825, 30; (10) U-22 Matrix System, Mike Webster, 120.856, 30.

HEAT 1A 1) Oh Boy! Oberto [1] 128.074, 400 points; 2) Formula [2]
122.335, 300; 3) Miss Peters & May [4] 119.146, 225; 4) Peters & May
[3] 113.724, 169; 5) Matrix System, Al Carstensen [5] 105.394, 127.
Fastlap (1) Oh Boy! Oberto 133.291. HEAT 1B 1) Graham Trucking
[2] 127.679, 400; 2) Red Dot [3] 108.939, 300; 3) U-100 [4] 79.768
(penalized one minute for missing a buoy), 225; 4) Go Fast Turn Left
Racing [5] 77.348 (penalized one minute for dislodging a buoy),
169; Spirit of Qatar [1] DNF — hooked on lap one turn two damaging
hull (penalized one lap for destroying a buoy), 0. Fastlap (1) Graham
Trucking 134.360.

HEAT 2A 1) Spirit of Qatar [1] 128.127, 400, 400 cumulative points;
2) Graham Trucking [4] 126.496, 300, 700; 3) U-100 [3] 126.333,
225,450;4) GoFast Turn Left Racing [2] 110.751, 169, 338; 5) Matrix
System, Al Carstensen [5] 104.288, 127, 254. Fast lap (1) Spirit of
Qatar 132.944. HEAT 2B 1) Oh Boy! Oberto [5] 130.192, 400, 800;
2) Formula [4] 124.431, 300, 600; 3) Miss Peters & May [2] 81.236
(penalized one lap for jumping the gun), 225, 450; 4) Peters & May,
Jon Zimmerman [1] DNF —, 0, 169; Red Dot [3] DNS — fuel flow,
0, 300. Fast lap (2) Oh Boy! Oberto 132.870.

HEAT 3A 1) Spirit of Qatar [1] 134.628, 400, 800; 2) Oh Boy! Oberto
[2]126.289, 300, 1100; 3) Go Fast Turn Left Racing [4] 120.389, 225,
563; 4) Matrix System [5] 108.577, 169, 423; Red Dot [3] DNS — fuel
flow. Fast lap (1) Spirit of Qatar 140.312. HEAT 3B 1) Graham
Trucking [1] 128.754, 400, 1100; 2) Formula [2] 125.059, 300, 900;
3) Miss Peters & May [4] 120.215, 225, 675; 4) Peters & May [5]
107.350, 169, 338; 5) U-100 [3] DSQ — changed lanes without
overlap in turn one, lap two for a one lap penalty, then repeated in
turn two to escalate the penalty, $250 fine and 250 point deduction,
-250, 200. Fast lap (1) Graham Trucking 133.340.

HEAT 4A 1) Graham Trucking [4] 129.170, 400, 1500; 2) Spirit of
Qatar [3] 127.362, 300, 1100; 3) Go Fast Turn Left Racing [1]
118.069, 225, 788; 4) Miss Peters & May [2] 89.572 (penalized one
lap for jumping the gun), 169, 844; 5) Matrix System [5] 81.159
(penalized one lap for jumping the gun), 127, 550. Fast lap (3) Spirit
of Qatar 133.489. HEAT 4B 1) Oh Boy! Oberto [3] 130.349, 400,
1500; 2) Formula[4] 123.853, 300, 1200; 3) Peters & May [2] 71.767,
225, 563; 4) U-100 [1] DNF — , 0, 200; Red Dot W/D — fuel flow, 0,
300. Fast lap (1) U-100 139.578

FINAL 1) Spirit of Qatar [4] 133.215, 400, 1500; 2) Graham Trucking
[2] 130.992, 300, 1800; 3) Oh Boy! Oberto [1] 127.155, 225, 1725;
4) Formula [3] 121.569, 169, 1369; 5) Go Fast Turn Left Racing [6]
115.019,127,915; 6) Matrix System Automotive Finishes [T] 102.082,
95, 645; 7) Miss Peters & May [5] 94.044 (penalized one lap for
jumping the gun), 71, 915; Peters & May [T] W/D —, 0, 563. Fastlap
(1) Oh Boy! Oberto 139.146.
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With the H1 Unlimited fleet recently back
inthe U.S., returning from the 2010 Doha
Oryx Cup, the race team news has been
relatively quiet, with the major exceptions
ofthe U-37 Schumacher Racing Teamand
the newly formed U-11 Unlimited Racing
Group.

The H1 Fleetwas delayedinthe journey
returning from Doha, Qatar. Before reaching
the Suez Canal, there was a major change
of plans with the Hoegh Autoliner-Alliance
St. Louis, and the vessel was acquired by
the U.S. military for use in transport of
other equipment. Peters & May then made
changesinthe shipping of the fleet. The H1 fleettransferred
tothe vessel Alliance Beaumont, continued thru the Suez
Canaland completedits trans-Atlantic journey, arriving in
Jacksonville, FL. on Feb. 17", The boats and equipment
have gone through inspection, customs, and cleared for
their respective journey back to each team’s home race
shop. Now the regular off-season prep work begins forthe
upcoming 2011 season.

U-1. The display Oh Boy! Oberto/Miss Madison has
beenondisplayin Louisville and coming up in Indianapolis.
The U-6 back-up hull#8806 has beeninthe Madison shop
recently getting some updates and attention.

U-5. Ted Porter’'s PPE, LLC team has their display boats
hitting the U.S. boat show circuit, representing Formula
Boats.com, AirGuard, Peters & May Racing, and H1
Unlimited. They are appearing at boat shows throughout
the months of Jan., Feb., and March.

U-11. The biggest development of this winter came with
the formation of a new racing team, the U-11 Unlimited
Racing Group (URG). The new team is owned by Scott
and Shannon Raney along with driver J.W. Myers. With
guidance from Dave Bender, a former champion boat
racer and President of alarge international aerospace and
defense electronics company. URG has assembled an
experienced team, located a state of the art facility, and
is finalizing the acquisition of a hull they plan to be
competitive with in the upcoming season. They has
secured Peters & May as their title sponsor, along with
several key associate sponsors that were previously with
Scott Raney’s former team.

U-22. Webster Racing has kept busy during the off-
season working on a Peters & May sponsored SST
Formula class tunnel hull to compete in the APR
Superleague Circuit, as the unlimited schedule allows.
Thattunnel hullwill be on display for the Miami Boat Show
in February.

U-37. The other big off-season development, even before
the H1 fleet returned from Doha, was the major shakeup
with Billy Schumacher Racing. Mid-January Crew Chief
Scott Raney was released from the team, with owners
Billy and Jane Schumacher citing they didn’t agree with
his leadership style and, “decided to go another direction”.
“Pyro” posted later that, “Today ends the U8/37 chapterin
my life, won some races with my friends; had some tough

E Lon Erickson

times together also. Really excited about
my next Grand Adventure!”

With the future of Schumacher Racing
uncertain, it was reported on the H1
Unlimited website that a new crew chief
and driver would be announced inthe near
future and they are moving ahead with
plans foranew boatfor2011. Asthe week
of U-37 team developments came out, it
was learned that J.W. Myers was made
aware of his status with the team after
seeing it posted on the H1 Unlimited
website. Subsequently, due to contractual
arrangements, driver Myers also left the
team and the majority of the crew resigned from
Schumacher Racing, citing philosophical differences. The
next day Dave Holley/Peters & May Racing announced
they would nolonger be sponsoring the U-37 team for the
upcoming season; however the company will continue its
involvement with H1 as a series and team sponsor.
Additionally, long time sponsor Chuck Pepka of RCS/
Renton Coil Spring released a press announcement
withdrawing his sponsorship of the team and noting, “The
owners Billy and Jane Schumacher do not meetthe moral
and ethical standards of RCS in the management of the
team”

The U-37 website has nothad any updated news posted
or any press releases from Billy & Jane Schumacher
concerning any developments orannouncements on the
2011 season.

On another unrelated note concerning Schumacher
Racing, there is a complaint filed in the King County
Superior Court system involving former sponsor Beacon
Plumbing/Bill Cahill and Billy Schumacher Racing. This
complaintinvolves sponsorship agreements and the details
made for atimeframe starting backin late 2006/early 2007
up through a yet to be determined ending date. The
disposition of this case has not been decided upon.

Dave Holley, Managing Director/President of Peters &
May USA, announced a greaterinvolvementin boat racing
throughout many different classes. They will still be
involved with H1 as a series sponsor, exclusive logistics
carrierforthe H1 fleet, QMSF, and involved astitle sponsor
forthe newly formed U-11 Unlimited Racing Group. Peters
& May Racing has also provided their sponsorships to
offshore racing, outboards (including J.W. Myers and
Jamie Nilson), Formula class tunnel boats, ERCU/Radio
control hydroplane club, GASS (Great American Stockcar
Series) shipping & logistics provider, the 5 liter inboard
hydro campaigned by Jeff Bernard and Kip Brown, and
other classes of racing.

The H1 Unlimited Annual Meeting and Awards Banquet
is scheduled for Feb. 25-26 at The Palms Hotel & Casino
in Las Vegas, NV. Along with the 2011 race schedule,
theywillupdate the 2011 H1 Unlimited Rulebook regarding
revisions to qualifying, on-board cameras, and starting
procedures including “fight for lanes”. Look for more
details to be outlined in upcoming editions of the UNJ.
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“BETWEEN TWO”’

2010 Scason Review

by Brian Anderson

The2010unlimitedhydroplaneseason
shaped up as a battle between two
teams, theEll stromteamout of Seettle
andtheM adison, Indianabasedteam
of OhBoy! Oberto. Thesetwoteams
have fought it out for the past few

* seasonsand thisyear would beno =
different. Defending driving champion SteveDavidwouldonce ;
againbedrivingtheU-10OhBoy! Oberto. DaveVillwockwith §
his59 career winswouldbedrivingtheEllstromfamily’ sU-96 &
(ex U-16) which had recently signed anew sponsor andwould
beknownasSpirit of Qatar. Thebright orangepaint gaveway
tolight blue, redandwhite.

Withameresix racesonthecircuititwould comedownto
theteamthat would makefewest mistakes. Intheendtheteam &
from Madison, Ind. would triumph but not without
plenty of controversy, crashes, surprisesand someof
thebestracingseeninyears.

WhentheteamsarrivedinMadisonfor theseason
opener, now sponsored by LucasQil, backinJuly a
largefieldof 13 pulledintothepits. InadditiontheU-
96 & U-1therewerethe U-37 Peters & May, J.W.
Meyers;, U-13 Miss DYC, Cal Phipps; U-17 Our
GangRacing, KipandNateBrown; U-21 AlbertLee
Appliance, Brian Perkins, U-100 L eland Unlimited,
GregHopp; U-25 Superior Racing, Jon Zimmerman
and Ken Muscatel; U-22 Matrix Systems, Mike
Webster; U-5Formula, Jeff Bernard; U-7 Graham
Trucking, J. Michael Kelly; U-3 Cooper Racing,
Jmmy King, andtheU-57with Jimmy Shane.

Controversy erupted right away during qualifying. The U-3, owned by Ed Cooper had itslap of 143.24
disallowedafter itwasdiscoveredMr. Cooper never joinedtheAPBA or signed hisentry form. Ed Cooper withdrew
hisboat, citingwhat hesaidwasH1’ srefusal tofollow thewrittenrulesof theorganization. Healsowent ontosay
theactionsof theleadership of H1werenolonger tolerable. Theboat did not raceand ultimately sat out theentire
Season.

TheU-57, owned by Ted Porter of Formul aboats.com never madeit tothewater andthefieldfor racing stood
ateleven.

Afterthetoptwoitwasapparent thefastest playersweregoingtobeJ. Michael Kelly andJW. Meyers. Kelly
wonheat 2A and Meyerstook 1C and 3B. Either Obertoor Qatar wonthebal anceof theprelimssettingupabig
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|
showdowninthefinal. Inthat final, hometownfavorite Steve Davidtook theObertointothel ead at theend of lap
1andnever looked back. Kelly in Graham Trucking served noticehewouldright thereal | seasonby finishinga
strongsecond. JW.M eyerstook asol idthird. Surpris ngly Qatar never mounted achallengeand camehomefifth.
2 : i : T Theopeningroundof theserieshad been
 hugdy successful intermsof boats, racingand
fans.Round2inDetroitwasupnextanditwas
for theGold Cup, thebiggest prizeinhydro
racing.
Thehistoric Detroit River isthetoughest
T placetoraceand onceagainthiswasthecase.
-~ Fourheatswoulddeterminewhowouldmake
R e o = = thefina aswell astheriver.Inheat 1B, JW.
M eyers’ boat lostitsskidfin (seen in photoat I eft) [ nthetl ght Roostertail turnandwassuddenly pointedat thepit
area. Hethencrankedtheboat ashard right aspossi blebut withnowhereto goand too much speed, theU-37 struck
theseawall nexttotheRoostertail Restaurant at a45-degreeangle. Theleft sponsonwashblowntotal ly of f theboat.
JW. quickly climbed out, sufferinginjury tohisleftankle.
Thefina wasdelayed by wind. Thelaneassignmentsinorder wereVillwock, David, andK elly, whichishow
they stayedasDaveVillwock won hiseighth Gold Cup.
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After the quick-two race stint in the
Midwest, the series moved to Washington
Statefor itstwo traditional regattas. Warm
weather greeted the teamsin Tri-Cities as
Schumacher racinghadleasedaFred Leland
hull to carry the Petersand May colorsand
hired Jon Zimmerman to drive. It was till
! evident thetop two teamswere Oberto and
Ellstrom. Villwock laid down a 163.579
qualifyinglap with Steve David very close

—aye - T behindat 162.928. Thenext closest teamwas

S e e M Rl ; Nate Brown’ ssurprising U-17 Red Dot
at 157.199.

Intheprelims, theonly team other thantheU-1 & U-96towinaheat wasBrian Perkinsin Albert Leein 2A.
2B turned out to beoneof thebest heatsall season. StartingontheoutsideDaveVillwock drovearound thefi eI d
andout-dueled J. Michael Kellytotheline.

The final heat saw the U-96 Qatar open up a
commandinglead. All seemedtobegoing Villwock’ sway
until hewaspendizedfor encroachingonObertointhefina
turnof thefinal lap. ItwasDavid’ sthirdstraightwinonthe
ColumbiaRiver.

A quick cross-statetripto Seattlefor theannual race,
now titledtheAlbert Lee Cup, promised moreof thesame
action. Thetoptwowerenow really flexingtheir muscles
anditwasapparent the Qatar teamwastheoneto beat by
posting aqualifying time4 mph ahead of Oberto. Once
againthebigtwo dominated the prelimsbut both Brian
Perkins and Greg Hopp pulled off victoriesin their
second heats.
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Thefinal wasaclassic. J. Michael Kelly in GrahamTuckingled thefield acrossthelinebut hadjumpedthe
gun. SteveDavidontheinsidemanagedtojust barely stay infront of Villwock theentireheat. Both boatsgot [oose
andbounced around. Withthecrowd cheering Oberto stayed ahead for thewin. It seemed asthough Qatar was
thefaster boat, but now Oberto owned a506-point |ead and picked upitsthird winto Qatar’ stwo.

It shouldal sobenotedthat on Saturday morning, long beforethefirst heatswererun, young Kayl eighPerkins,
whohasnumerouswinsontheunlimitedlight e wle -
circuit, was given the opportunity to test
Oberto. Sheranafew lapswith atop speed
of 147.058.

Somewhereduringtheseasonadeal was o s
struck withsponsorsDegreeM enandtheAir ' e
Nationa Guardtobringtheunlimitedsback to
San Diego’ sMission Bay. On September
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19-20they returned by playing agame of
musical boats. First, theU-37knownasPeters
& MaybecametheU-37DegreeMenwitha
flashy col or schemefeaturing many shadesof
blue. The Peters & May sponsorship was
transferredtoK enMuscatel sU-25andfinally
the U-7 Graham Trucking becamethe U-7
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Air Guard, now in black.

Qatar and Obertoagainledtheway inqualifyingby 5Smphover thefield. Whenthefinal rolledarounditwas
fairly predictable. Qatar got theinsideandtheearly |ead and stayed there. Obertofollowed homesecondand Air
Guardthird. Withoneraceleft togoto decidethechampionship, it wasvirtually adead heat.

For thesecondtimeinasmany yearstheunlimitedswereput onacargo shipand sent halfway aroundtheworld
toDoha, Qatar. Thisraceisrapidly becomingatrue” event” inthispart of theworld, givingtheseriesaninternational

. flavor anddrawinginnew fansthat had never

.t = . beenabletoseetheseboatsupclose.

' If DaveVillwock wasgoingtoovertake

SteveDavidandthedightleadhewouldhave

- tohaveaperfectrace. It started off well with

theU-96 postingthefastest qualifyinglap.In

thefirst heat, thingslookedgoodfor Villwock,

thenwent haywire. Goingintothesecondturn

withJ. Michael KellyintheU-7, onceagain

GrahamTrucking, on hisoutside Dave got

into theroostertail of the U-7 and spun out.

= Whilenotbeingdiminatedmathematically, it

= = cameverycdose SteveDavidstayedcons stent
andwrapped up boththeteamand drlverschampl onshipafter thefourth heat.

Inthefind, DaveVillwock randownJ. Michadl Kely andwontheracefor his*hometown” sponsor. Historical ly
thisnow givesDave62victories, tyinghimwiththelateBill Muncey inthetop spot for career wins.

For 2010thebattleall seasonwasbetweentheU- 96 Spirit of Qatar andtheU-1 OhBoy! Oberto. WhileQatar
appearedtobethefastest boat it wasObertothat stayed cons stent and won thechampi onship. It should benoted
that whileboththeseteamsmadeevery final heat it wasObertothat never finishedlower thanthird. Qatar, while
winningthreeof thesix eventsfinishedfifthintwo of them, oncebeing flaggedfor apenalty and oncefallingwith
mechanical problems. Theway theunlimited championshipisset up, it’ sabout speed AND consistency.
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After the top two, the best season was had by J. Michael Kelly in Graham
Trucking/Air Guardashefinishedintherunner-up positionthreetimesandlike, the
U-96andU-1, madeeveryfinal heat.

After sufferingthehorrendouscrashin Detroit, thePeters& May/DegreeMen
teamrebounded spectacul arly with al eased hull and never missed afinal withbackup
driver JonZimmerman.

TheU-17 Red Dot team showed tremendousspeedin qualifying and posted thethird
fastesttimeintwoevents(Tri-Citiesand San Diego), but never reacheditspotentia , making
only thefinal heat at theGold Cup.

Jeff BernardintheU-5 Formulacouldonly managetowinoneheat and athird place
inTri-Cities—hishighestoverdl finish. Theboat just seemedatick of f thepace.

Brian Perkins, drivingthe U-21 Albert Lee Appliance had hisbest performanceat
homein Seettle, winningaheat and ultimately taking thirdinhissponsor’ srace, theAlbert ;‘
LeeCup. &

Theboatsnow returnfrom Qatar andtheoff-seasonwork begins. In2011 expect |
moreof thesamegood, fast competition. F
HOW BEST TO START? .

If thiswerepolitics, | wouldbeaccused of beingaflip-flopper. I’ mjust goingtosay I’ mrethinking my position.
A whileback | wroteapieceabout thestarting procedureandthat fightingfor lanesisthe ONLY way todoit. Lane
assignmentstomeweretakingtheraceout of thedrivers handsasagimmick to createcompetition. Only problem
isthisgimmick hasinfact created someof thebest heatsseeninrecent years. Y ouonly hadtowatchheat 2B in Tri-
Citiesand 2A in Seattleto cons der rethinking your position. Thisiswhat thefanscomefor, not aparade. Whilethe
puristinmesaysgo back tofightingforlanes, another part of mewantsto seeaspectacul ar show andthisisthebest
way toachieveit for both sponsors, fans, and maybeperhapseventelevision.

Maybethesol utionisahybrid: lanechoice, asitisnow for theprelims, andjust turneveryoneloosefor thefinal .
My mindisstill flipping, orisitflopping?

(Continued from page 5)

oneend of themall therewasago-kart track. Inthemiddleof themall therewasanice-skatingrink wherean
amateur hockey practicewasunderway. Another part of themall contained anamusement park, completewith
aFerriswheel androller coaster! Themall issovast that weweren’t abletoseeitall. However wedid manage
tofind akiosk wherewe purchased souvenirsfor our grandchildren, relatives, and friends. Thefood court
contai nedtheusual fast food concessionsyou normally seehereintheUnited Statesplusafew establishments
particular totheMiddleEast. Sueand | optedtoreturntotheltalianrestaurant attheMarriott rather than eat at
themall sowehailed ataxi andwereonour way. Wehad anicemeal at therestaurant and returnedto our room
topack for our returnflight toHouston.

OnMonday morningweleft early for theairport. Thelinesat theairport moved quickly and soonwewere
shoppingintheduty-freeshopfor departing passengersthenmovedtotheQatar Airwaysdeparturearea, again
goingthroughanadditional security check pointrequiredof all flightstotheUnited States. Beltsand shoeshad
to be removed and then we all were subjected to a pat-down search. The half-filled flight to Houston was
uneventful butreally, really long. Theplanearrived|atein Houston, impactingmany of theboat teammembers
whoweregoingonto Seattle. Sueand | weresotired that wea most had toflipacointo seewhohadtodrive
home. Suewasn’t ableto sleeponthereturnflight, but | had managedtosleepalittlesol drove.

The2010Oryx Cupwasasuccessfor the Spirit of Qatar team, the Qatar M arine Sport Federation, theOh
Boy! Oberto/MissMadisonteam, DaveVillwock, and Sheik Hassan. Whilethereweren’ tthespillsandthrills
provided by the 2009 Oryx Cup, the Qatar team won the World Championship and therewasalot of very
competitiveracing. Againwethank Sheik Hassan Al-Thani for providingtheopportunity for ustoshowtothe
worldour uniquesport. Hecertainly isto beappl auded.
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