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The 25th Annual Manha an Irish Fest (MIF) will be held on March 1st and 2nd in downtown Manha an.
The Irish American Society of County Will (IASCW) is once again the oﬃcial Fest host in conjunc�on with
the Village of Manha an. The always popular parade will begin at 11am on Saturday, March 2nd
beginning on North Street then proceed to State Street. The parade is led by runners par�cipa�ng in the
Irish Fest 5K. The Manha an Park District provides ac�vi�es to make the day fun for families.
In 2018 the IASCW oﬃcially announced that the King & Queen Scholarship will forever be named the
“Michael J. McHugh Memorial King & Queen Scholarship”. Mike was a lifelong Manha an area resident
and business owner who dedicated himself to the community. He was a founding member of the IASCW
in 1981 and one of the founding organizers of the Manha an Irish Fest. Mike gave back to his
community in many ways and loved to talk about his Irish heritage.
The 2019 MIF Commi ee is proud to announce the 2019 winners of the Michael J. McHugh Memorial
King & Queen Scholarship. The King award goes to Jason Cler; and the Queen award goes to Holly
Hildebrand, both of Lincoln-Way West High School. Each student will receive a $1000 scholarship toward
the school of his/her choice. The Manha an Irish Fest has awarded $29,000 in scholarships since 2004.
Jason is the son of David and Laura Cler of Manha an. He plans to a end a Big Ten school and major in
nursing. He states, “I am beyond excited to start my journey next fall in pursuit of a successful career.”
He also plans on ge ng a Masters in Nursing in order to become a Nurse Prac��oner.
Jason has been extremely ac�ve during his high school years, par�cipa�ng in the wide variety of sports,
ac�vi�es and clubs that LW West has to oﬀer. He has been elected President of his class all four years

