HOLY COMMUNION
Eighth Sunday after Pentecost
July 23, 2023 8:00 am and 9:30 am

INTRODUCTION TO THE DAY

It is an age-old question: why is there evil in the world? In the parable of the wheat
and the weeds Jesus suggests that both grow together until the harvest. With Paul,
we long for the day that all creation will be set free from bondage and suffering.
Having both weeds and wheat within us, we humbly place our hope in the
promises of God, and from the Lord’s table we go forth to bear the fruit of justice
and mercy.

SILENT PRAYER
PRELUDE: All for Jesus Archer
ANNOUNCEMENTS
GATHERING (ENTRANCE RITE)
Stand

HYMN: Spread, Oh, Spread, Almighty Word
Printed on the next page.
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Spread, Oh, Spread, Almighty Word
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Spread, oh, spread, al - might - y Word, spread the reign of God the Lord;
Tell of our Re-deem-er’s grace, who, to save our hu-man race

Tell of God the Spir - it giv’n now to guide us on to heav’'n,
Lord of har-vest, great and kind, rouse to ac - tion heart and mind;
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tell  how his own Son he gave, all from sin and death to save.

and to pay re - bel-lion’s price, gave him-self as sac - 11 - fice.
strong and ho - ly, just and true, work-ing both to will and do.

let the gath-’ring na - tions all see your light and heed your call.
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (ABSOLUTION)

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism.

P} In the name of the Father, and of the = Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

P Almighty God,
to whom all hearts are open,
all desires known,
and from whom no secrets are hid:
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you
and worthily magnify your holy name,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.
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[P)

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Kneel/Stand

[P

Stand

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin

and cannot free ourselves.

We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done

and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ,

have mercy on us.

Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,

so that we may delight in your will

and walk in your ways,

to the glory of your holy name.

Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God,

Jesus Christ was given to die for us,

and for his sake God forgives us all our sins.

As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ,
and by his authority,

I therefore declare to you

the entire forgiveness of all your sins,

in the name of the Father,

and of the - Son,

and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

GREETING

[P)

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.
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Music © 1987 GIA Publications, Inc. Reprinted with permission under
ONE LICENSE # A735208. All rights reserved.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Pl Let us pray.
O Lord, pour out upon us the spirit to think and do what is right, that we,
who cannot even exist without you, may have the strength to live according
to your will; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.
Sit
LITURGY OF THE WORD
FIRST READING [saiah 44:6-8

There are no other gods besides God.: the word of the LORD does not fail to come
to pass. We can trust in God, through whom Israel—and we—are redeemed.
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A reading from Isaiah.
Thus says the LORD, the King of Israel,
and his Redeemer, the LORD of hosts:
I am the first and I am the last;
besides me there is no god.
'Who is like me? Let them proclaim it,
let them declare and set it forth before me.
Who has announced from of old the things to come?
Let them tell us what is yet to be.
‘Do not fear, or be afraid;
have I not told you from of old and declared it?
You are my witnesses!
Is there any god besides me?
There 1s no other rock; I know not one.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Later service only:
PSALM 86:11-17 (The congregation’s verses are in bold face type.)
""Teach me your way, O LORD, and I will walk ! in your truth;
knit my heart to you that I may ! fear your name.
"’T will thank you, O LORD my God, with | all my heart,
and glorify your name for- | evermore.
“For great is your | love toward me;
you have delivered me from the neth- | ermost pit.
"“The arrogant rise up against me, O God, and a band of violent men ' seeks
my life;
they have not set you be- ! fore their eyes.
"“But you, O LORD, are gracious and full | of compassion,
slow to anger, and full of kind- ! ness and truth.
'"“Turn to me and have mer- ! cy upon me;
give your strength to your servant; and save the child ! of your
handmaid.
'"Show me a sign of your favor, so that those who hate me may see it and | be
ashamed;
because you, O LORD, have helped me and com- | forted me.

Eighth Sunday after Pentecost Page 5



SECOND READING Romans 8:12-25
For Paul, true spirituality means that we experience the reality of the Spirit, which
enables us to pray as God'’s children, keeps us in solidarity with creation, and
gives us unseen hope that God will liberate us and creation from bondage to death
and decay.

A reading from Romans.
'“So then, brothers and sisters, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to
the flesh—""for if you live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit
you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live. '“For all who are led by the
Spirit of God are children of God. "For you did not receive a spirit of slavery to
fall back into fear, but you have received a spirit of adoption. When we cry,
“Abba! Father!” '°it is that very Spirit bearing witness with our spirit that we are
children of God, '"and if children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with
Christ—if, in fact, we suffer with him so that we may also be glorified with him.
'*T consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with
the glory about to be revealed to us. '"For the creation waits with eager longing for
the revealing of the children of God; *"for the creation was subjected to futility, not
of its own will but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope *'that the
creation itself will be set free from its bondage to decay and will obtain the
freedom of the glory of the children of God. “*We know that the whole creation has
been groaning in labor pains until now; “*and not only the creation, but we
ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for
adoption, the redemption of our bodies. “‘For in hope we were saved. Now hope
that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what is seen? “’But if we hope for what
we do not see, we wait for it with patience.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Al - le-lu - 1a! Lord, we sing for  the good news that you bring.
GOSPEL Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43

Jesus tells a parable about the coexistence of good and evil in this world. God’s
Jjudgment will remove all evildoers and causes of sin, but not until the end of
human history.

P} The holy gospel according to Matthew.

Glory to you, O Lord.

““[Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be
compared to someone who sowed good seed in his field;*’but while everybody was
asleep, an enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away.
°So when the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well.
*’And the slaves of the householder came and said to him, ‘Master, did you not
sow good seed in your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?” “*He
answered, ‘An enemy has done this.” The slaves said to him, ‘Then do you want us
to go and gather them?’ *’But he replied, ‘No; for in gathering the weeds you
would uproot the wheat along with them. *’Let both of them grow together until
the harvest; and at harvest time I will tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and
bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.””

**Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples approached
him, saying, “Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the field.” *’He answered,
“The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; “*the field is the world, and
the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are the children of the
evil one, *’and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end of the
age, and the reapers are angels. “’Just as the weeds are collected and burned up
with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. *'The Son of Man will send his angels,
and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, “’and
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they will throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and
gnashing of teeth. “*Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of
their Father. Let anyone with ears listen!”

P} The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sit
SERMON Pastor Kochenderfer

Stand

Later service only:

HYMN OF THE DAY: Sing to the Lord of Harvest
Printed on the next page.
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Sing to the Lord of Harvest
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1 Sing to the Lord of  har - vest your songs of love and praise;
2 God makes the clouds drop fat - ness, the  des-erts bloom and spring,
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The Nicene Creed is appropriate during Advent, Christmas, Easter, and on festival
days; the Apostles’ Creed during Lent and at other times.

APOSTLES CREED

P With the whole church, let us confess our faith.

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus,
let us pray for the church, those in need, and all of God’s creation.

We pray for the church, for its pastors and other ministers, for the newly
baptized, for all the faithful, for this congregation here gathered, and for our
growth in grace.

Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

We pray for all nations, for all rulers, legislators, and judges, for an increase
of justice in our lands, and for all who work for peace among nations and
among peoples.

Lord, in your mercy,
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hear our prayer.

We pray for all in any need, for the hungry and the homeless, for victims of
war and injustice, for prisoners, for all who suffer in mind, body, or spirit,
for the sick and infirm, for all with incurable illness, and for all who this day
will die. We pray especially for those we name in the silence of our hearts...
Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

We pray for the members of our armed forces wherever they serve, and
especially when they serve in harm’s way, that they might speedily complete
their mission and be safely reunited with their loved ones.

Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Pl Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.

Amen.

PEACE

Pl The peace of the Lord be with you always.

And also with you.

Worshippers do not greet one another. The service continues with the Offertory.

LITURGY OF THE SACRAMENT OF THE ALTAR

The Offering will be collected in the Narthex as you leave the church.

OFFERTORY
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GREAT THANKSGIVING
The presiding minister greets the assembly and invites all present to give thanks:
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® The Lord be with you. And al - so with you.
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P Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

The minister continues with the PROPER PREFACE:
P} It is indeed right, our duty and our joy... Here the minister continues with
the preface for the day, concluding: ...we praise your name and join their

unending hymn:
The assembly sings the SANCTUS:
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The WORDS OF INSTITUTION are sung to the music Blessed Martin Luther
himself composed specifically for this purpose.
P IN THE NIGHT IN WHICH HE WAS BETRAYED,
OUR LORD JESUS TOOK BREAD, AND GAVE THANKS;
BROKE IT, AND GAVE IT TO HIS DISCIPLES, SAYING:
TAKE AND EAT; THIS IS MY T BODY, GIVEN FOR YOU.
DO THIS FOR THE REMEMBRANCE OF ME.
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AGAIN, AFTER SUPPER, HE TOOK THE CUP, GAVE THANKS,
AND GAVE IT FOR ALL TO DRINK, SAYING:

THIS CUP IS THE NEW COVENANT IN MY * BLOOD,
SHED FOR YOU AND FOR ALL PEOPLE FOR THE FORGIVENESS OF SIN.
DO THIS FOR THE REMEMBRANCE OF ME.

LORD’S PRAYER
Pl Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION

P Behold the Lamb of God,
behold him who takes away the sins of the world.
Blessed are those called to the supper of the Lamb.

Lord, I am not worthy
that you should enter under my roof,
but only say the word
and my soul shall be healed.

Sit

COMMUNION

When giving the bread and cup, the communion ministers say

The body of Christ, given for you.  The blood of Christ, shed for you.

and each person may respond

& Amen.

We Lutherans believe that the Body and Blood of Christ are “truly and
substantially” present “in, with, and under” the forms of bread and wine. We
invite to the communion all who are baptized and communing in this or another
Christian denomination. We welcome children and others who are not communing
to come forward for a blessing.

Music during Communion:

LAMB OF GOD (AGNUS DEI)
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Lamb of God, you take a - way the
0 ; —
] |
r-f—F . —
sin of the world; grant us peace. A - men
ANTHEM: Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service arr. Lamb
Laurie Mueller, Bell Tree Solo
The two wooden bell trees were given in memory of
Tom and Anne Lachenmayer
Stand

BLESSING AFTER COMMUNION

P} The Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ
strengthen you and keep you in his grace.

Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray.
We give you thanks, almighty God,
that you have refreshed us
through the healing power of this gift of life.
In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift,
in faith toward you
and in fervent love toward one another;
for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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SENDING
BLESSING (BENEDICTION)
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P The Lord bless you and keep you.
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DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

HYMN: Come, Ye Thankful People, Come
Printed on the next page.
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Come, Ye Thankful People, Come
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1 Come, ye thank-ful peo - ple, come; raise the song of har - vest home.
2 All the world is God’s own field, fruit un - to his praise to yield;
3 For the Lord our God shall come and shall take his har - vest home;
4 E - ven so, Lord, quick-ly come to thy fi- nal har-vest home.
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OFFERING
The offering will be collected as you leave the Church.

POSTLUDE: At St. George’s Windsor Payne

+ + -k

The Time of the Church is the season after Pentecost, beginning with The Holy
Trinity and ending with Christ the King. These weeks focus on Christ’s ministry
and teaching.

On Sundays for which the color is green, it is appropriate to omit either the
Kyrie or the Hymn of Praise, reserving both together for festival seasons.

The liturgical color green, symbolic of growth, is used for the season after
Epiphany and after Pentecost.

+ + -k
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Vestry Members Special Area E-mail Address
Pastor Weleck pastor(@augustustrappe.org
Gary Wessner President gtwess(@comcast.net
Dick Allebach Vice President doot44(@gmail.com
Sherry Jessee Secretary/Worship and Music | dsajessee@hotmail.com
Jeannie Funk General Treasurer/Finance | jeanniefunk@gmail.com
Cathy Engel Menendez Trust Fund Treasurer Cengel70@yahoo.com
Frank DePaul Property Fvdp52@gmail.com
Shane Elison Christian Education Selison76(@gmail.com
Chilly Lyaro Christian Education chillylyaro@yahoo.com
Brian O’Hara Outreach Brian.ohara24@gmail.com
Jennifer Wentworth Old Church jawentw(@aol.com
Matthew Vera Cemetery Matthew vera@verizon.net
John Kochel Parish Life/Mutual Ministry | John.kochel@thrivent.com

Worship Assistants

Ushers: Dick Allebach and Matthew Vera
Elevator Attendant: Mike Taylor
Lectors: Lessons: Matthew Vera

Communion Assistant: Janice Reiff

Altar Guild: 8:00 am: Debra Augustine and Sally Sweeney
9:30 am: Mike Van Blaricum

Offering Tabulation: Gary Wessner and Matthew Vera

The Flowers that Adorn the Altar are given to the glory of God by the Wessner

family in honor of grandparents.

The Sanctuary Candle is given to the glory of God by Mr. and Mrs. David Ivarson

in remembrance of Carl, Ruth, and Henrietta Ivarson and Wilhemina Weaver, all
of whom we miss having in our lives.

The Worship Bulletins are given to the glory of God by Mr. and Mrs. Quirk and

family in loving memory of niece and cousin Erin O’Donnell.

The Flowers in the Old Trappe Church are given to the glory of God by Sally

Sweeney in memory of her parents Richard and Virginia Weicheld and by Debra
Augustine, in memory of her son Samuel Carlos Augustine.
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The Daily Bread Food Pantry is collecting school supplies and backpacks for
the children of their clients. Last year they distributed back packs and school
supplies to 303 children. The items needed are listed below along with the
anticipated number of each supply required:

78 Large Backpacks (distributed to 9th through 12th grade)

85 Medium Backpacks (distributed to Sth through 8th grade)

85 Small Backpacks (distributed to Kindergarten through 4th grade)
30 Plastic pencil boxes (distributed to Kindergarten through 4th grade)
53 Pencil cases for binders (distributed to 5th through 12th grade)
72 Packs of Dividers for binders

54 1" three-ring binders

85 pairs of Fiskar (elementary age) scissors

12 packs of 3x5 lined index cards

40 block erasers (large, usually pink) for elementary age

6 rulers

300 Flash drives

Please drop your donations in the Food Pantry Donations basket in the Muhlenberg
Center. We will get them to the food pantry. This is a great way to share your
giving ways with your children by encourage them to choose items to donate for
kids their own ages. Help our neighbors in need!
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