Fair Grove Historical and Preservation Society

See How Far We’ve Come

Monthly Scheduled
Work Days
The monthly scheduled workdays are on the last
Thursday night of each month, at 5:00. Please come
and help with whatever repair that needs to be done.
Your help is greatly appreciated.

Society Meetings
The monthly meetings will be held the second
Tuesday of every month, at 7:30 p.m., at the Fair
Grove Lions Club building: Aug. 8, Sept. 12, Oct.
10, Nov. 14 and Dec. 12 Christmas party. Everyone
is encouraged to attend—to get involved.

FGHPS Memberships
Membership dues are due the first of each year. Please
see the end flap of this newsletter for details. Thanks!
th

Mark these dates:

The 40 annual Fair Grove Heritage Reunion
will be September 23rd and 24th. Tree lighting
ceremony and parade Dec. 2.

Email
notifications
If you are interested in receiving the newsletters
and notifications concerning events taking place,
via e-mail, please supply the Society with your email address. Please notify Marilyn K. Smith, 417833-3467 or e-mail msmith_writer1@att.net

Christmas party
The annual Christmas party will be held Dec.
12, at 6:00 p.m. The turkey, dressing, mashed
potatoes, bread and drinks will be provided. Please
bring a dish to compliment those food items. Also
please bring a gift for each person, for the stealing
game. Everyone is encouraged to attend – a good
time is had by all.

THE BOILER HAS DIED
*****Funds are still needed*****
The Fair Grove Historical and Preservation
Society is asking for your help in their efforts to
raise approximately money for the new boiler. The
first one-third has been paid. Leon Beaty talked to
Jeff Lund, and progress is proceeding along toward
a finished boiler, to be installed by the Fair Grove
Heritage Reuion.
Without a new boiler, the Society cannot
accomplish its goal of having the mill open for tours
each Friday through Sunday. And without a new
boiler, the mill cannot be one of two “Steam
Powered Grist Mills” in production in the USA.
The Society is a 501 C 3 organization, meaning
that all donations are tax deductible. There are five
groups of acknowledgements: Platinum - $1,000
and up, Gold - $500 to $999.99, Silver - $250 to
$499.99, Bronze - $100 to $249.99, and $25 to
$99.99. Smaller donations will be greatly
appreciated, also. A Thank You plaque is planned,
placed next to the new boiler to designate donors
that gave $25 and up.
During the two days of the Heritage Reunion,
several buckets will be available for your donation
to be dropped into. If you would like to receive a
tax paper for your donation, or would simply prefer
to mail your contribution, please send your check to
F.G.H.P.S., P. O. Box 93, Fair Grove, MO 65648.
The Society’s website is fghps.org Please help us
reach our goal!
The 41st Fair Grove Ice Cream
Social exceeded all expectations
in regards to crowd size
and money raised.
The net total deposited was
$1,721.30.

Reserving The Mill Property
To reserve the Wommack Mill grounds for
meetings, parties or weddings, call Ellen Carter, at 8334159. She will be happy to give you the particulars in
regards to cost, cleanup and so forth.
The application to use the mill is being revised to
include the gazebo. The cost of using these facilities are:
Kitchen - $35
Gazebo - $50
Mill - $100
Cleaning deposit - Mill - $75*
Cleaning deposit - Gazebo - $25*

The Fair Grove School football boys, with
Coach Voris supervising, need to be thanked for
their help sprucing up the mill grounds. Thanks also
to the Cowboy Church members for their mowing
skills.

*The cleaning deposit is refunded if the user
leaves the property as clean as they found it.

1932 documentary
Triple Garage Robberies
T-shirt sales, thanks to Ellen Carter and Diana
Yancy

“HELD AS BANDITS” DVDs, $10 each, are
available by contacting Marilyn Smith, 833-3467,
or at Somewhere In Time, on the Fair Grove
square.

41st Annual Ice Cream Social

2017’s ice cream social was a great success,
thanks to everyone who helped. Seventeen – 3
gallon containers of ice cream was donated, thanks
to Charlie Buckner, and twenty – 10 pound bags of
ice were donated by Ready Ice. Thanks!
A big thank you goes out to Carol Highfill and
Susie Herd for their efforts in obtaining the desserts,
and to all those who helped cut and prepare them
for serving. Of course, a huge thank you goes out to
all those who baked pies, cakes and cookies. I
believe we only had a piece or two left. And nearly
all the ice cream was served. Thanks Larry and Jan
Graham for working at the collection table.
A big thank you to Jeff and Kayla Ginnings, and
to 4-Calvary group who entertained the crowd. The
music was excellent – Many compliments were
heard throughout the crowd.
Thanks also to all those who brought antique
cars, trucks and tractors. They were crowd pleasers.

A great shot of the mill during the ice cream social

4-Calvary quartet
Everyone enjoyed the music

A huge crowd

Jeff and Kayla Ginnings – Great music

The threshing crew
l/r: ?, Dan Manning, Rick McKinnis, Pat Walker,
Charles Buckner, Darrell “Woody” Wood, David
Myers, Kevin Buckner, Mary Terry, Leon Beaty,
Carl Buckner and Mike Rookstool.

Dan Manning wrote:
It was difficult, but this year Charley Buckner was
held down to planting ONLY ONE ACRE of
oats. A big “thank you” goes to Pat Walker, who
let it be planted on her land. Incidentally, Jack &
Pete, the old mule team bought at the Oda Shipman
sale a little less than 40 years ago, were put-out-topasture in the same field.
The weather was just right on July 1st for harvesting
the oat crop. Rick McKinnis brought his dad’s
1930s John Deere binder and it was hooked behind
Lloyd Eagleburger’s 1960s Allis-Chalmers D-15
tractor. Around a dozen shockers showed up, and
the job was done fairly quickly.
On July 13, even though the shocks had been
showered on a couple of times, they were in good
shape to be pitch-forked onto two wagons pulled by
Sarah & Sally and Jack & Jill, the mules. Another
good crew made the work enjoyable. It was
definitely hotter and more humid than when the
binding was done earlier in the month. Mary Terry
has “bundle stacking” to put down on her resume
now. Once more she out-worked the men, and took
fewer breaks.
Right now the oats are waiting on wagons in the
Historical Society’s Machine Museum east of the
Old Mill. They are ready to be threshed on Eagle’s
Landing during the upcoming Fair Grove Historical
Reunion.

NEW BOILER

SOCIETY’S VICE-PRESIDENT
Linda Brooks, the vice-president of the Society
resigned. Dave Myers was nominated to fill that
position. A motion that nominations cease, and
Dave Myers was elected by accumulation.

Lund Machinery Works, from New Ulm,
Minnesota has been selected to build the new boiler,
for $11,000. We would need to pick it up at his
location. The terms were 1/3 down, 1/3 after it
passed inspection and 1/3 at delivery. It is supposed
to be done by August, in time for the Reunion, in
September. Leon Beaty said we can get an interestonly loan from O’Bannon Bank, where we would
pay the interest semi-annually.
Mark McCarty said this fellow builds boilers for
a living. He does all of Silver Dollar City’s work,
on their boilers and steam tractors. It will be
inspected, pressure tested and so forth, and it will
look 100 years old. We have a standing offer from
Springfield Machinery to install the new boiler.
They will donate the labor, and we will provide the
parts.

