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The following article was written by Rev. Dr. Wilhelm Sihler, a pastor who helped
form the Missouri Synod and establish the Fort Wayne Seminary. In this particular article
he tackles the difficult topic of why the Lord allows, and even sometimes sends, illness
and suffering upon his beloved children.
In Christ,
Pastor Ramirez

To What Intent Does God Afflict Us With Sickness?
By Rev. Dr. W. Sihler
There are two kinds of men whom God afflicts with disease: believers and
unbelievers. With each of these parties God aims at something different, though their
sickness be the same. What is His design in afflicting unbelievers? Answer: Disease is
intended, in their case, to be a salutary means of discipline in the sick person to prepare
the way for, and to assist the divine law in its demands, threats, curses, killing and
condemnation, that the patient awake from his deep sleep of sin, acknowledge his sins,
feel them in his conscience and confess them before God with a contrite heart.
For this proximate end God often causes the sickness to continue, administering to
the patient an increase of beneficial discipline; for on the one hand He gives the patient in
his extreme pains a moderate foretaste of the eternal pains of hell; on the other hand He
restrains him from progressing on the road of sin, from indulging, as in the days of
health, in covetousness and debauchery; again He gets him more into silence and solitude
and grants him leisure, in painless hours, to meditate upon his sinful corruption and lost
life, and to search himself according to God’s commandments. Moreover God aims at
making his continued ungratefulness for the high favor of health bear heavily upon his
conscience, and at showing him how health exceeds ever so great temporal wealth.
Though the patient were ever so rich and possessed ever so many millions of dollars,
what can all his money and property avail him now? Likewise, what relish do gluttons
and drunkards or dainty mouths now get from their costly meats and drinks, as they both
now loath all meats and strong drinks?
In short, God’s gracious design in afflicting unbelievers with disease aims at
making them come to thoroughly, by the demands and curses of His law and the
disciplinary punishment of sickness, that they might experience the burden and curse of
their sins greatly and attain with a broken spirit and a contrite heart to true repentance.

Furthermore, God graciously purposes that the Holy Spirit kindle through the
Gospel, true faith in Christ in the heart of the contrite patient, so that he, through
remission of his sins, may become healed first as to his soul, as the man sick with the
palsy (Matthew 9:2); for to heal the sin-stricken soul, did God especially afflict the body
of the formerly unconverted patient.
Now first the patient has become a believer, and now first he also possesses the
spirit of grace and prayer, and is enabled, as the leper was (Matthew 8), to call upon the
Lord in an acceptable manner, “Lord, if Thou wilt, Thou canst make me whole also in my
body, as Thou didst unto so many in the days of Thine earthly walk, and bless the means
of cure.” Yet he will meetly close his prayer with the third petition. For though God
should not restore the craved bodily health, He grants him something immensely better,
when his soul effects its entrance into life eternal by the death of his body.
Now, it is a mournful fact, God does not attain this blessed end likely with most of
the impenitent sinners whom He visits with sickness. They oppose, as to His law, so also
to His well-meant discipline of punishment only an increased obstinacy of maliciousness.
They must suffer, indeed; but it is not their will to suffer: and in place of becoming
broken for their own good by the wounds made by the divine law and bodily sickness,
their heart rather becomes more and more hardened like an anvil. And instead of
permitting their hearts to be made tender by both unto “repentance toward God,” they
inwardly increase in hardness, bitterness, hatred and enmity against God. In extreme
pains they oftentimes indulge in blasphemous utterances against God, or resign
themselves, when their disease continues, like Mohammedans, in silent and stern
defiance against the Lord to their unavoidable fate, as though they never had been made
Christians by baptism. Sometimes they will also chide God, especially if they be selfimportant and self-righteous children of unbelief: that He afflicted just them and so long,
too, whilst so many grossly wicked fellows enjoy lasting health; and these they hate
therefore the more, and yet at the same time envy them.
But with believers, with His dear children in Christ, God aims at a different object
by visiting them with sickness. For them it is not a punishment, but a wholesome
chastisement, a means of paternal training for the purpose of maintaining them also
thereby, in connection with His Word, in repentance, faith and new obedience. For
Christians are not as yet wholly spirit, but have, besides the new man, still the old man;
besides the new spiritual life of heart, mind and will, also yet the flesh, the sinful,
corrupted nature with its fruits, the actual sins in desires and thoughts, words and deeds
cleaving to them. Therefore they must engage in a continual struggle against the lusts of
the flesh, so that by the grace of the Holy Spirit and by the power of the divine Word the
new man subject the old man more and more, and the dominion of the spirit over the
flesh abound daily more and more.
Now it happens that the Christian relaxes in this struggle for a time. He becomes,
for instance, more slothful and cold in offering praise and thanks for the great gift of
health also and other favors of God. He is no longer possessed of the same earnestness
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and zeal to hear and learn, to read, and meditate upon, the Word of God and thereby to
increase in the blessed knowledge of God and himself and to obtain clearer conceptions
of divine things; yea, according to the old man, he sometimes feels a disgust of, and an
aversion towards the Word of God. Occasionally also that sin stealthily and gradually
creeps to his heart again, which before his conversion was his darling and besetting sin,
be it love of money and covetousness, or the thirst for strong drink, or worldly cares, or
the love of the world, the fear of the world; or if one that is married and the head of a
family, exercise no longer his former diligence in governing his house according to God’s
Word, to rear his children in the nurture and admonition of the Lord. Or if he prosper in
all his enterprises and be in danger of nestling again in the earth and of feeling quite at
home and at ease here below, so as to feel very little like a stranger and pilgrim, etc.
In brief, the Christian is in a dangerous state. What, then, does God, his heavenly
Father in Christ, do – God, who has His eyes fixed upon him incessantly and looks
toward his welfare with more than motherly care? He visits him perhaps with a protracted
and partly painful sickness. But to what purpose?
In the first place that he abound more and more in “repentance toward God”; that
he increase in the knowledge of this world’s vanity, of the fleetness and nothingness of
temporal goods, joys and pleasures; that he experience a profounder hatred and
abhorrence of his former besetting sins; that he feel more keenly his light-mindedness
and slothfulness in offering praises and thanks to God, his want of earnestness and
steadfastness in the use of the divine Word – as sins against the love of God, and
contritely confess the same before God; that he acknowledge his unfaithfulness or
weakness in governing his house and bringing up his children, with deeper compunction;
that instead of having put on bowels of Christian compassion towards the sins, evils,
distresses, wretchedness and misery of his fellowman – so often hardness and
unfeelingness had been in his heart, and that for this reason he often neglected the
opportunity of serving and assisting his fellowman according to his temporal or spiritual
wants by acts of charity; that he also, contrary to charity, had submitted to the sinful
perverseness of his temperament, especially to his proneness to anger.
In the second place, God sends sickness upon His children to keep them from
holding on to any repentance worked by the law, and to induce them again and again to
approach in childlike faith the throne of grace, their Lord and Savior, and from the
fulness of His merit receive in virtue of His absolution grace for grace, remission for
remission, comfort for comfort. By such continued appropriation of God’s grace through
Christ in the Gospel they are strengthened gradually in the sound faith in Christ, in the
faith which readily clings to, and abides in, the Word of grace without, yea, sometimes
contrary to feeling.
In the third place, God sends sickness upon His faithful also for this purpose, that
their faith being tried might work in them from day to day patience, that makes them
willing to be sick as long as it pleaseth God, and that their heart rest quietly and meekly
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in the third petition, and they resign without any will of their own their recovery or
departure to God’s will.
In the fourth place, God lets them become ill and keeps them sometimes in a long
school of affliction, that, as their repentance, faith and patience increase, their old man be
killed more and more and their new man live more and more.
Finally, their godly behavior shall not only edify the weak in the faith, but, also, be
a loud and earnest voice unto repentance for unbelievers who flee and hate sickness and
are slaves of the fear of death.
“To What Intent Does God Afflict Us With Sickness” by Rev. Dr. W. Sihler is here reprinted
from The Lutheran Witness, July 7, 1883, Volume 2, Number 4, pages 31-32. Note: While no
translator is expressly indicated, the article ends both with a reference to Zeit- und Gelegen-heitsPredigten, pages 28-32, and the initials of The Lutheran Witness’s editor, C. A. Frank, in
brackets. This electronic edition was edited and distributed by: 1580press.com
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JULY ELDERS:
Sunday, July 1 (Communion)
8:00 1st Randy Verbeten, 2nd _____________
10:30 1st Bob Katterhagen, 2nd Joe Bloomer
Wednesday, July 4 (Communion)
7:00 _____________
Sunday July 8
8:00 _____________
10:30 Doug Just
Wednesday, July 11 (Communion)
7:00 Jerry Nigro
Sunday, July 15 (Communion)
8:00 1st Randy Verbeten, 2nd _____________
10:30 1st Doug Just, 2nd Jerry Nigro
Wednesday, July 18 (Communion)
7:00 _____________
Sunday July 22
8:00 _____________
10:30 Doug Just
Wednesday, July 25 (Communion)
7:00 Jerry Nigro
Sunday, July 29 (Communion)
8:00 1st Randy Verbeten, 2nd _____________
10:30 1st Bob Katterhagen, 2nd Joe Bloomer

07/11 Matthew Williams
07/13 Loretta Wilks
07/15 Alex Hrupka
William Schauer
07/18 Tara Manteufel
07/20 Pastor David Ramirez
07/21 Carl Trost
07/22 Marguerite Chovan
Rose Zierke
07/23 Heather Martinsen
Kara Storbeck
07/24 Lori Arnold
Morgan Oviedo
07/25 Gabriel Foreman
Christopher Henzel
Lisa Slusar
07/26 Kenneth Peterson
07/27 Paul Hrupka, Jr.
Aaron Krisopeit
07/28 Kaitlyn Hrupka
07/29 Mark St. Martin
George Yee
07/31 Jeff Keuch
Robert Staven

***************************************
JULY ALTAR GUILD
1st service – Karen Badtke
2nd service – Ron & Greta Martin

***************************************
If your birthday or anniversary is not listed or if it
is listed incorrectly, PLEASE let the church office
know so our records can be updated. Thank you!

Anniversaries
07/05

BIRTHDAYS
07/02 Ellen Foreman
07/03 Jennifer Fesko
Avry Trost
07/04 Jason Badtke
07/05 John Gunderson
07/06 Theresa Janke
07/07 Cody Jacobson
07/08 Denise Krein
Patricia Regula
Kris Sterk
07/09 Heidi Buri
07/10 Karen Martinsen

07/10
07/12
07/13
07/14
07/17
07/20
07/25
07/30

Ron & Greta Martin
Ralph & Vicky Seward
Richard & Christina Wahlen
Eric & Marcia Wilks
Randy & Diane Reed
David & Sara Ramon
John & Sharon Van Swol
Joseph & Carolyn Hernandez
Karl & Dyanne Rogall
Steve & Nancy Spiering
Richard & Heather Hartmann
Errol & Elizabeth Gelhaar
Phill & Kim Greenwood
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St. Paul’s Recipe Page
Rhubarb Custard Pie ~ James and Cory Ludwin
2 heaping cups of Rhubarb cut up
1 cup Sugar
4 Tbsp Flour
2 Eggs, beaten
Mix and pour into 10” pie pan, bake 375 for 40 minutes
Streusel
1 cup flour
1 cup Sugar
6 Tblsp butter (brown in a pan first)
Mix and put on pie about 20 minutes into the baking process.

Key Lime Dream Pie ~ Lucky LaMeer
You can use a pre made graham cracker crust or make your own.
In a bowl, mix together 6 ounces of thawed, undiluted, *limeade,
fold in thawed 9 oz container of cool whip.
Pour into prepared crust and garnish with lime zest or crushed graham crackers.
*(you can substitute lemonade).
Refrigerate a ENJOY!
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The Ladies Guild
"By Love, Serve One Another" Gal.5:13
This past month, God called 2 more of our members, Dan Hirsch and Bernie Lamon, to their
heavenly home. The Ladies Guild, along with some of the "cherubs", were honored to serve their
funeral luncheons. I have decided to explain just how this works.
Each month we have what is called an Emergency Hostess. They act as the chair person and
work closely with the family as to their menu selections, number of guests and any special
requests that the family may have. She then contacts the guild members and Cherubs regarding
the event. Tables are set ahead of time, complete with napkins, placemats, real silverware,
centerpieces, salt, pepper, sugar and cream. China plates are used for guests to eat on, so
dishwashers are called to assist also.
The hostess then contacts the guild and cherubs to request certain items. Many of our members
have a specialty item they donate to the lunch. It may be a salad, veggies, dessert, baked beans,
fresh fruit, or cheese platters. Beverages are provided, and lemons for water. We serve mini
Kaiser rolls and wheat rolls, all made at the local Piggly Wiggly and are boxed, not bagged in
plastic. It seems we are a team...each pitching in where needed to make each event the best
possible. I personally want to thank each and every one, in every aspect they have contributed.
Generally, the funeral home is charged for meat, beverages, rolls and a few other miscellaneous
items. This is then included in the food bill submitted to the family by the funeral directors. Most
often the family also includes a donation to the "guild" as well. The donations received are then
used to help fund many of the missions we sponsor.
This explains somewhat the procedure and should answer some questions some of you have
asked. Perhaps you would like to join the Ladies Guild. We would love to welcome you as a
member.
Look for some courtyard changes. We should have more exciting news about this in the next
newsletter.
We won't have meetings in July and August, we are back in September. Take care and God
Bless!
Those serving this year are:
February: Bernice Steffens
March: Maryann Melby
April: Lucky La Meer
May: Sharon Tilton
June: Maryann Melby
July: Lucky La Meer

August: Greta Martin
September: Jane Torres
October: Kathy Culshaw
November: Marilyn Lendvay
December: Sharon VanSwol
January '19: Ginny Hazlett

Our next meeting will be on Thursday September 13th at 10:00 am following Bible Class in the
Good Shepherd Room. Please consider joining us!
Lucky LaMeer
President

~In Christ, the Ladies Guild
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July 2018
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

13

14

20

21

8:00 Communion
Service
9:15 SS/Bible Class
10:30 Communion
Service

8

6:00
Evangelism
Meeting
7:00 Elder’s
Meeting

9

8:00 Worship Service
9:15 SS/Bible Class
10:30 Worship Service

15

10:00 Bible Study

10
10:00 Bible Study
7:00 Trustees Mtg.

16

8:00 Communion
Service
9:15 SS/Bible Class
10:30 Communion
Service

17
10:00 Bible Study

7:00 NO
Communion
Service
8:00 NO Bible
Study

11
3:30 V.A. Center
7:00 Communion
Service
8:00 Bible Study

18
3:30 Oak Ridge
7:00 Communion
Service
8:00 Bible Study

9:00 Bible Study

12
9:00 Bible Study

19
9:00 Bible Study
7:00 Voter’s
Meeting

*** Deadline for
articles in newsletter

22

23

8:00 Worship Service
9:15 SS/Bible Class
10:30 Worship Service

29
8:00 Communion
Service
9:15 SS/Bible Class
10:30 Communion
Service

24
10:00 Bible Study

30

25
3:30 V.A. Center
7:00 Communion
Service
8:00 Bible Study

26

27

28

9:00 Bible Study

31
10:00 NO Bible
Study
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ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH
The Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod
1610 Main Street
Union Grove, WI 53182
Change Service Requested

ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH
Monthly Update – July 2018
Pastor David Ramirez
(262) 878-2600
E-mail:
Pastor Ramirez: david.p.ramirez@gmail.com
Secretary: officeofstpauls@gmail.com
St. Paul’s Website - www.stpaulsug.org
Worship Services
Sunday Mornings at
8:00 and 10:30 a.m.
(Communion Services held on
1st, 3rd & 5th Sundays)
Sunday School and Adult Bible Class
9:15 - 10:20 a.m.
Midweek Services
Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m.
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