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Trinitarian Congregational Church
February 21, 2021
The Breath Before the Blast
“Lent is only Christian if it is positive.” (Philip Endean, SJ)
Plant a seed or a bulb on Ash Wednesday. Watch it grow, and take inspiration from it.
On Ash Wednesday, we think of Jesus, fasting and tempted in the desert for forty days
and forty nights. We think that if we emulate him, and try to resist ordinary temptations,
we will somehow gain merit. However, I think Lent is a season to stop confining
ourselves, and to try to open up, to grow (even if quietly, at home.) Making an effort to
be miserable gets us nowhere. We need to ask ourselves during this season, how we
can grow.
(1 Corinthians 3:5-7)

~Patter Field~
******************************
* Note: In order to safeguard online privacy, contact information appears only in members’
personal copies unless members ask us specifically to include it in the online public copy.

The Breath - Pastor Rosemary – Submissions for The Breath Before the Blast are
gladly welcomed. Please send them to the church office by Tuesday noon.
Lent Study - Pastor Rosemary – There will be a Lenten study this year via Zoom,
3 pm Wednesday afternoons from February 17 through March 31. We will be
looking at the disciples and how they followed Jesus. Please contact Rosemary for
study materials and a link.
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ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING - Pastor Rosemary – One Great Hour of
Sharing begins this Lent. The theme this year is Let Love Flow. How fitting! After
a year of global suffering brought on by Covid (along with so many other
disasters) this is an especially important time to reach around the world with our
caring love. Because we are still on Zoom our offering will not be collected in the
usual way, but we encourage each of you to prepare for a special offering in

March/April (date to be determined). As part of the Lenten season we have also
included an OGHS Sharing Calendar that you can use to deepen your spiritual
practices. Blessings to all who participate in this essential ministry.
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TCC Ministries - Suzanne McGowan – Our TCC ministries are beginning to
schedule regular meetings and are choosing their representatives to the Cabinet. At
this point, all meetings are being held on Zoom. This is likely to be the case until
we’ve all had our COVID vaccine jabs, until the congregational “herd” reaches
immunity, and/or good weather makes outdoor meetings possible. In the
meantime, the weekly Trumpet is your regular source of information about
activities of the ministries.
I mention this to remind all of us that folks are no longer elected to ministries. If
there’s a TCC activity you’re curious about, think you might be interested in,
please follow-up. You can be part of any ministry, do as much or as little as you
like, participate in more than one ministry, and well, you get the picture. No
ministry is closed to you; you’ve heard the phrase “we are all ministers.”
Consider becoming a minister just a tiny bit more than you already are; take part
in one (or more) of the TCC ministries. Demands are light while appreciation and
satisfaction are high.
Thanks for reading,
Sue
Calendar Dates to Remember
Feb. 18 - 4:00 pm Trustee Meeting
Feb. 22 - 1:30 pm Congregational Life and Care Ministry Meeting Feb.
24 - 3:00 pm Lenten Study Group
Mar. 1 - 4:00 pm Worship and Music Ministry Meeting Mar. 3
- 3:00 pm Lenten Study Group
Mar. 9 - 3:00 pm Cabinet Meeting
EXODUS 3:1-11 - Roy Patno – One of my favorite books in the Old Testament is
Exodus. One of my favorite stories in Exodus is Moses at the burning bush. It
speaks to me of my relationship with God. God is so loving, caring and patient
with me and I am so hesitant and resistant.
Valentine’s Day – Thanks to everyone who contributed to the Valentine’s Day
fundraiser. We made a $520 profit.
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Congregational Life and Care Ministry - Patter Field and Michele Lawler
Some Information from the Congregational Care Team - Patter Field – Seniors
over 75 are now eligible to receive their COVID 19 Vaccine (two shots, given a
few weeks apart.) Appointments are available at the Greenfield Senior Center.
Parking there is limited, so you many have to walk or have someone drop you off
and pick you up, but the facility itself is spacious and safe, and the system is
working well.
To book an appointment go to vaxfinder.mass.gov and follow the prompts, which
are simple and clear. If you do not have a computer, call a trusted friend or
relative who does, and they can book the appointment for you. You will need your
personal information and insurance information and numbers. The prompts will
first take you to the John Zon Center, and then redirect to the Greenfield Senior
Center, where there are many appointments available.
Cards Welcomed - Patter Field – Alice Fortier is still at Charlene Manor. Her
room has been changed a few times because she had COVID. But she came
through it! A card or a morning phone call would be welcome. She can be reached
at 413-223-4108.
Come pray with us! - Michele Lawler – In your own space and at your own time,
of course. If you would like to be part of our prayer ministry, please contact
Michele Lawler. If you have a prayer request, let Michele know. All requests will
be held in confidence by the prayer ministry members. Please request prayers for
anything you wish - big or small. We also will be happy to offer prayers of praise!

Patter Field and Michele Lawler - If you know anyone who would appreciate a
regular check-in call, a call, or needs immediate help or support, please call
Michele or Patter. Also, if you would appreciate a call now and then, or need some
support or help, feel free to call or text us. Be well, be safe, and blessings to you.
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Phone calls make a difference. This is the time of year we feel most isolated, and
this year COVID-19 is still surging around us and making it worse. Call your TCC
friends for a friendly chat! It will lift moods and bring smiles.

Birthdays - Patter Field – If you have a birthday during February, but don’t see it
in your personal copy of The Blast, and would like us to add it, please contact
Patter.

Offerings - Your offerings support the church. Please mail your checks to the
office at 147 Main Street, Northfield, MA 01360. All donations will be
processed on a regular basis in order to meet ongoing expenses.
Loaves and Fishes - Cathy Hawkins-Harrison – If you or a Northfield neighbor
need assistance with groceries, oil/propane, or funding for an essential expense,
please contact Cathy at 413-498-2038. Please pass the contact information on to a
Northfield neighbor who may need assistance.
Announcements for the Trumpet Blast - Helen Adams – Please send your
articles and announcements by Thursday at 10:00 am to the church office,
busoff147@gmail.com. Printed copies will be sent to members who are not
online.
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Pastor Rosemary’s Contact Information
Look for it in your personal copy of The Blast.

Trinitarian Congregational Church
147 Main Street, Northfield, MA 01360
413-498-5839 // busoff147@gmail.com
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