
                     Unit 4, Period 5 

Historical Analysis Activity written by Rebecca Richardson, Allen High School  
using the 2015 Revised  College Board APUSH Framework, nationalarchives.com,  

and writing strategy adapted from John P. Irish, Carroll High School 

Contextualization & Making Inferences… Lincoln & Habeas Corpus 
When analyzing a document, your contextualization must include OUTSIDE knowledge and facts. In a DBQ, you will not receive credit for simply pulling information from a document.  

 
 

 

 

 

Local Context (Who, What, When, or Where… BEYOND the obvious, without quoting or 

describing, and with one specific piece of outside evidence!) 

 

Broad Context What is the “Big Picture?” What is the theme? …BEYOND the obvious, without 
quoting, & with one specific piece of outside evidence! Address the prompt! 

 

Other Context  Similar (or different)  in Kind from a Different Time in U.S. History only; 

Explain how the BROAD context connects from one era to another.  Comparison must have 

specific piece of outside evidence, and it must also address the prompt! 

 

Extension: On a separate sheet of paper, answer the following prompt: Compare and 
contrast the strategies used by Abraham Lincoln during the Civil War to the strategies used 
by John Adams during the quasi-war with France. 
 


