Growing up in my neighborhood, 


I remember the scandal that came on a regular basis 



from a pastor that lived down the street.  

He was known for his bible thumping, 


change and repent type sermons on Sunday morning.  

But the hypocrisy of his sermons 


seemed on full display to his every day neighbors 



as he had divorced and remarried, 



he was often seen outside smoking cigarettes, 



there was a full liquor cabinet constantly needing restocked, 



arguments with his new wife 




and frustrations with his children 





could often be heard from a few houses away, 



and adolescent boys told tales of where a stash of magazines resided.  

Thus the scandal.  


How can you tell people to change


 and that God has a changed life in store for you, 



when your life doesn't show many healthy signs of such change?  


How can you condemn people for not following God's will 



when you are not following God's will in many areas of your life?

Despite this Monday to Saturday at home demeanor, 


Sunday morning would come, 



the suit and tie would go on, 


and a faithful flock would gather in earnest 



to hear Pastor proclaim the word of God for years. 

Why?  

How does this work?  


Our text today gives us a sampling.  

While it is not necessarily ideal, 


it does acknowledge a basic fact about humanity, 



we are sinful.  


All of us.  



Even those we have sent to seminary, 



who have been ordained, 


they still have sin tainting the ways we interact with the world.

Now Jesus, 


if you have been paying any attention at all over the last two years, 

has said that the Pharisee's were missing the Messiah standing there before them.  


He has highlighted where they need to repent 



and change their ways.  


He just gave them a scripture puzzle last week 



that pointed to himself being the Messiah, 



the Son of David, 




as well as God's very self come down to live amongst us.  


But they have not caught on yet.  

We are at the beginning of a chapter that is filled with seven woes, 


all addressed to the Pharisee's and the teachers of the law.  

Jesus highlights 7 different ways 


that these men are desecrating their high and holy calling.  

So to hear Jesus' words at the beginning of the chapter 


are as hard to stomach 



as the thought of a morally questionable pastor.

But Jesus says, 


“We must obey them,” 



the Pharisee's and the teachers of the law, 


“and do everything that they tell you.”  

Why does Jesus tell us this?  


Because they “sit in Moses' seat.”  

Moses' seat was thought of as the place on Mount Sinai 


where Moses sat as God handed him down the commands.  

Moses handed that authority onto Joshua 


who passed it onto to those who followed him.  

At this point in history, 


the Pharisee's and teachers of the law 



sit on that seat.  

When they are sitting there 


and pronouncing what God has pronounced, 



we are wise to 



and encouraged to listen to them.  

In the same breath, 


Jesus also tells us not to do what they do.  

Is this possible?  


When we look ahead at the seven woes, 



I think it is.  

The woes that lay ahead 


are all actions that the Pharisee's and teachers do.  


They are the practical applications that they have come up with, 



which are tainted by their own sin, 




to carry out their life of faith.  

In the life of the church today, 


we have a similar calling.  

One of the dangers of preaching is, 


that people want examples of how to live out the scripture proclaimed.  

Sometimes those examples are to stimulate their creativity, 


other times people want a checklist of ways 



to see whether or not they are being good Christians.  

In college I attended a church for a couple of months 


that the pastor wrapped up each sermon with a list of things people could do 



to live out his sermons.  

Each week, 


another 5-10 things went on the list. 

I was just a college student, 


without a wife, 


family, 


or full-time job, 



and after 5 weeks, 




I could not do everything he had put on the list over the past 5 weeks.  

So I am a fan of putting the principle out there 


and letting you and the Holy Spirit 



wrestle over how the principle is going to work its way into your life.  

The reason for this is three-fold, 


one is I myself am sinful 



and may not have the best ideas, 


two is I don't know your exact circumstances 



and what God is trying to do in your life, 


and three is, 



did I mention I am sinful?

The Catholic Church acknowledges this idea of Moses' chair 


in the declarations of the Pope.  

The Pope's words are infallible, 


when he speaks ex cathedra, 



from the chair as the head of the universal church.  

His words must not counter scripture 


or tradition 



and concern faith and morals.  

But as Pope John XXIII once remarked: 


"I am only infallible if I speak infallibly 



but I shall never do that, 




so I am not infallible."  

But scripture is God's Word.  

It is God's story 


and God's story of how things happen 


and why God can be trusted.  

Those who read 


and interpret God's Word should be listened to, 



with a sharp ear 



and your heart, soul, and mind 




communing with the Holy Spirit, 



asking, 




“Is this what you mean?” 

I would encourage you to do this, 


to ask follow up questions of the person speaking, 

because we can't always hold the fullness of scripture together week in 


and week out.  

There is a reason we consult commentaries 


and read other's sermons.  



We need help!  

But the majority of the time, 


I preach 



and only have myself questioning 




if what I am saying 





is fully in line with scripture.

Chapter 23 of Matthew 


is one that some scholars say doesn't belong, 



because it counters so many of Jesus' other teachings.  

I have already mentioned that Jesus speaks against the Pharisee's throughout, 


but tells us to listen to their words, 



but not follow their actions.  

But the woes that follow, 


do not seem to align with 



“Loving your neighbor.”  

How can you love someone 


if you speak harshly of their actions?  

Finding the balance of long-suffering love 


and rebuke 



is always difficult, 


thus the need for the Holy Spirit to guide that search.

Jesus is offering his disciples some of that guidance here 


with the Pharisees and teachers of the Law.  

He gives it in the present tense however, 


so he is also offering you 



some of that guidance with your pastors and elders.  

When we share from God's Word, 


digest it with the rest of God's Word.  

When we start giving you ideas that are not explicitly from God's Word itself, 


start looking for some of the telltale signs of false humility.  



Examine our actions 




to see if they are from a healthy place.  



Or are we just placing heavy loads upon you, 




and not offering a finger to help?  



Do you have an endless list of “to do's” from me 




and no offering to help?  

If you do, 


that is not my intention.  

Please call 


and set up an appointment to meet.  

I have ten fingers that can all help carry your burden.  

We are meeting on Thursday nights, 


trying to work together to fulfill that calling to Repent, 



to change who we are.  

Ask me after the service, 

during fellowship, 

via e-mail about something I said in the sermon.  


It would actually be an encouragement to me.

In our examples that Jesus gives today 


of the Pharisee's following God's letter 


but not spirit of the law, 



he highlights two things that are clearly in scripture from Deuteronomy 6:8 



and Numbers 15:38-39.  

Both the tying of boxes with scripture in them to ones head 

and the wearing of tassels were there to help the people be Godly.  


But the Pharisee's had taken them out of context 



and used them in ungodly ways.  

Micah 6:8 says 


God has shown us what he wants of us, 



“To act justly 



and to love mercy 



and to walk humbly with your God.”  

If we were to hold the 


walk humbly with God 



up to making a bigger box of scripture, 




so that everyone is aware I have more scripture influencing my life, 



or making my tassels longer, 




so that everyone can see how important God's commands are to me, 


humbleness before God 



is really not my cup of tea.  

The irony of the Numbers passage is, 


the tassels are there to remind them of God's law 


and prevent you from prostituting “yourselves 



by going after the lusts of your own hearts and eyes.”

Each of our lives have places where we can serve well, 

or serve in a way that “feeds the lust of our hearts and eyes.”  

For the Pharisee's 


the places of honor at a dinner are constantly offered.  


The “greetings Rabbi” flowed freely in the marketplace.  

While some of this come's with cultural norms, 


the desire for first chair is seen as the problem by Jesus.  

It doesn't align with his commission to serve, 


but rather desires to be served.  

The pre-fix for the place at dinner 

and in the synagogue is “Proto” 


or first.  

There are times when this is appropriate, 


but it is their love of this, 


their desire for this to be the case 



that is unhealthy.  

The title Rabbi translates 


“My Great One.”  

Our titles can acknowledge our training, 

or puff  up our ego, 


or both.  

So be cautious of using titles with people.


Are you doing so because you need their help in that area,


or to puff up their ego?

If they need their title declared before they will help, 


they probably are not in a good place to serve you with humility.

If you need their title declared before you will trust them,


that is wise in some areas,


and a place to reflect on that need for others.



Be wise in what you are asking for when.

We started off with a pastor I knew 


who didn't seem to fit our ideals of a pastor.  


I have hinted that I do not perfectly fit all the ideals of a pastor.  

But when we share from God's word, 


God's word is to be given credence, 



because it is God's word 




and not ours.  

For every other thing, 

and even our application of scripture, 


look to Jesus 


and make sure our suggestions are to glorify God 



and not ourselves.
