I was hoping to speak about the benefit of being set free 


and how that works towards us being able to fulfill our purpose 



of being stewards of God's Kingdom.  

But this text first requires us to ask, 


“Do I know the truth?” 



and 


“Have I been set free?”  

The reason we must first ask this 


is the way that verse 31 is phrased.  

“To the Jews who had believed in him.”  


Had believed in him is a past act, 



but it does not imply a current belief 



or a continuing belief.  

At one point in my life, 


I had believed in Santa Claus.  


I do not believe in him the same way anymore.  

This first phrase sets us up for what Jesus actually says, 


“If you hold to my teaching.”  

The Jews who had believed in him 


are not necessarily his disciples unless 



“they hold to my teaching,” 




is the way the NIV phrases it.  



“Abide in my word, 



stick with it, 



continue in my word” are other ways.  

What the Jesus is trying to get at, 


is making our home, 


our dwelling,



in Jesus' word.  

Not just reading it, 

or doing Bible Studies, 


but making our starting point, 


our source of thought and action 



in Jesus' Word.  

There are people who teach and study the New Testament, 


who would not claim to be Christians.  

They know Jesus' Words better than you or I ever will.  


But they do not look to those words as the source of their life.  


They claim something else as the source of their life.

Is that possible?  


Of course! 

We have the same thing happening in this case here.  


Jesus tells the Jews that they must dwell in his word 



and they reply with their true source of life, 




being descendants of Abraham.  

Claims like this are made all the time by people hoping their lives are secure, 


because of a past act.  



I went to Sunday School, 



I grew up in a Presbyterian or Methodist Church.  



My parents are Catholic. 



I was baptized.  



I read the Bible in college, 




cover to cover.  

These are all past acts. 


Jesus' requirement is a continuous one.  



“If you hold to my teaching, 



if you live in my teaching.” 

As Alaskans with our PFD checks, 


we should understand that we have to actually continually live here 



in order to get the benefit.  


We only get the benefit 



because we live here.  

The state does not give a check to anyone who has ever been to Alaska and said, 


“This would be a nice way to live.”  

Nor does anyone who has spent 6 or 8 months here 


and then head back down South.  

It is not until you have made your home here, 


changed your driver's license, 


have a mailing address, 


and spent 12 straight, 



beautiful, 



endurance building months here, 




that you get your PFD check.  

Because at that point, 


you are living and breathing the Alaska life.  



You have experienced the pass being closed, 



ferry's being canceled, 



50 mph winds, 




and sub zero temperatures.  

In Skagway, 


you have learned to shuffle your feet on the ice, 


to show up at the Fairway on Tuesday or Wednesday, 


avoid Broadway in the summers from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m.


and know the specials around town without looking at the menu.  

You have made Alaska your home.

This is the type of life that Jesus wants us to be living in his word.  


He desires his disciples to be living into his word 



so that their lives are shaped by it, 



changed by it.  

He doesn't just want us to memorize the beatitudes, 


“Blessed are the poor in spirit, 



for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 


Blessed are those who mourn, 



for they will be comforted. 


Blessed are the meek, 



those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, 



the merciful, 



the pure in heart,” 

but he wants us to have experienced the truth of these words.   

He wants us to be the poor in Spirit, 


the meek, 


the merciful.  


Those who hunger and thirst for righteousness.

Knowing is different than experiencing.


I have known about the PFD in Alaska since high school.    


Over 28 years,



Montana never sent me a check for living there.  

The first year I qualified for the PFD 


was when we also go the oil subsidy.  



A $3000 check in my hand 




written to “Ryan Mandeville” 



was a totally different reality than hearing that someone got a check.

The reality of life in Jesus' word 


is that it leads to a different experience than just hearing me talk about it.  

Romans 8:1 says, 


“Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.”  

We could all memorize that before we left here today, 


some of you may already know it.  

But to live that out is a whole different reality.  


We spend time being condemned by the world, 


by our friends, 


by ourselves for not being what we should be.  

But when we dwell in Christ Jesus, 


none of that condemnation sticks, 



it does not find a place to grow.


It can't,



because the cross of Jesus is a reality we are living under.

Or our topic last week,


 forgiven sins, 



is only a reality if we are living in God's word.  

Because the world around us 


all to readily wants to remind us of what we have done, 


to say that we are still captive to those past acts, 


that we need to do more to pay them off.  

Our world functions on a debt basis.  


Yet the power that resides in the master saying, 



“No!




 I will not set up a payment plan with you.  




I will not put you into slavery.  



Instead, 




know that your sins are forgiven in full.  



Now go and do likewise.”  


This is a very freeing message.  



It is a truth of Jesus' words.

All of the benefits we have covered the last few weeks and more 


are rooted in dwelling in God's word.  

For what God has done can not be discovered by studying the world around us.  


Man in his fallen state, 



is not naturally inclined to think as Jesus thinks.  

Jesus tells us in the passage today, 


that if we dwell in his word, 



we will know the truth, 



and the truth will set us free.  

But our world is filled with people asking the question, 


“What is truth?”  

Pilate, the Roman Governor, 


did not know what truth is, 



so he asked Jesus.

It is not a coincidence, 


that when a witness is sworn in, 



they promise to 




“tell the truth, 




the whole truth, 




and nothing but the truth, 





so help you God.”  

It is only with God's view and help 


that we can know the whole truth.  

Which means it is only by abiding in the place where God dwells 


that we can know the truth, 



and therefore be free.

At this point in the sermon series, 


we should be able to make that connection.  



We know how love works, 



that we have been washed, 



the quality of eternal life, 



and that we have been forgiven. 

What is there left to hold us in bonds?  

To keep us from being free?


Nothing, 



God has removed them all, 



God has done everything necessary to set us free.  

He has created an environment for us to live into God's world.  
The question is the same one I had to decide when I wanted the PFD?  


Do I want to live there?  


Is Alaska the place for me?



Out of college as a teacher, 




the answer was no, 





it wasn't worth it.  



Out of seminary as a pastor, 




the answer was Yes, 





God is calling me.

Living in Jesus' word 


means a move from where we currently reside, 


to a place where things are different.  

Skagway Alaska is different from Bozeman, Montana.  


The ocean does not reach Montana yet for starters.  

This move means a change from how you do things, 


how you relate to people, 


how quickly things happen, 

and most importantly, 


who is in charge.  

Our text points out very clearly, 


that this move is not easy.

The Jews that Jesus has been talking to, 


have claimed their heredity with Abraham 



as the source of their life with God.  

Jesus does not dispute their lineage with Abraham.  


But he disputes how this connection is helping them live as God's people.  

Abraham was faithful to God, 


these Jews are not carrying on those family traits.  

Abraham is their Father, 


but in Abraham's home, 



following the acts and culture of Abraham is not happening.  

Instead, they find themselves having been sold into slavery to sin. 


That is the reality of this world, 


that is the truth, 



that no matter how free you are, 




you are still a servant to someone.  

We can have free elections in the United States, 


but the free elections are determining who we are going to serve.  

Jesus gives us another option to serve other than sin however.  


He gives us himself.  

If we serve him, 


we will find freedom.  



We will be free from condemnation, 



we will be free from the burdens of sin, 



we will be free to love wholly, 



we will be free to live the quality of life that God intends for us.  



We will be free to experience all of these great benefits, 




so that we will be free to build up the Kingdom of God 





as God himself would do it.  

Our minds will not be clouded into thinking we must have absolute control, 

that we can only do acts that we will receive an equal payment for, 

that we must be getting an advantage from another person.  

Instead, 


we will be able to serve wholly, 


love freely, 


and forgive continually.  

In doing so, 


we will know the truth, 

and in the process of discovering the truth, 


we will find out that we are free.
