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Celebrating Seventy Years of Godõs Amazing Grace 

F I R S T  E V A N G E L I C A L  L UT H E R A N  C H U R C H 

In Response to the Good News of 
Jesus Christ: 

Our Purposeé 

Gathered to worship!                 
Sent to witness and serve! 

Our Visioné 

To become more  diverse, creative, 
nurturing, and welcoming within 
our congregation and in the wider 
community. 

Our Guiding Principles... 

We will follow Jesus Christ, our 
Lord and Savior. 

We will read, teach, and preach 
Godôs Word faithfully. 

We commit to prayer and    
worship as a way of life. 

We invite people to know Jesus 
Christ. 

 

Reconciling in Christ 
Welcoming Statement 

ñFirst Evangelical Lutheran 

Church/La Primera is committed 

to being a radically loving and 

welcoming community of faith, 

centered in the Good News of 

Jesus Christ. Therefore, in 

faithfulness to the Gospel and our 

Lutheran heritage, and to the best 

of our ability, we promise to 

provide programs, ministries, and 

pastoral care to all who seek God 

in this place. All are welcome 

here, including persons of every 

race, ethnicity, creed, class, age, 

gender, marital status, physical or 

mental ability, sexual orientation, 

gender identity and gender 

expression.ò 

Contact Us 

Phone: (480) 969-7221 

Fax:  (480) 969-7222 

Email:  felc@firstevlutheran.com 

Web:  www.firstevlutheran.com 

In conjunction with Godôs Work. Our Hands, 
we are signed up for a packing session on 
SATURDAY, September 7, 4:30-6:30.   
(They arenôt open on Sundays). 

Sign up for this session with Sarah Shaw. 

If this day/time doesnôt work for you, please 
contact Sarah with suggestions for additional 
packing opportunity days/times. 

 

...begins September 15 at 
10:30 AM. 

Cheryl Stewart will teach the 
Preschool/Kindergarten class 
in the ñGift Shopò. 

Traci Laasch will  teach grades 
1-6 in the Learning Center. 

Continental Breakfast on GWOH (Rally) Sunday 

First Evangelicalôs Church Council will host a continental breakfast following      
the worship service on September 8. 

Members are welcome to bring a food contribution. 
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Staff 

 Joy Petroff,  Admin. Secretary 
 

Congregational Officers 

 Sarah Shaw, President  
 Rhonda Schmidt, Vice President 
 Kathleen Rogers, Treasurer  
 Kay Mortensen, Financial Secretary 

 

Congregational Council 

Senior Vicars  
(Vicars are not currently meeting.) 

Virginia Daniels 
Carmen Guerrero 
Diane Johnson 
Don Johnson 
Evan Rogers   

Kathleen Rogers 
Connar Schmidt 
Rhonda Schmidt 

Sarah Shaw 
Sara Velasquez 

Marilyn Bloom, RN 
Roger Hughes 
Mary Kilber 
Laura OôConnell 
Ellen Riske 

Evan Rogers   
Kathleen Rogers 
Vicki Wilcox 
Wayne Wilcox 

The Messenger is a monthly publication of First Evangelical 
Lutheran Church of Mesa, Arizona. Please submit information by 
email to felc@firstevlutheran.com or in written form to the 
church office by the 15th of the month prior to publication. 

 

 

 

We will 
continue 
worshipping 

in                      
the Great 
Room 
through 
September! 

 

 

September Change for Change Offering 

on September 29 will support  
ELCA Youth in Global Mission 

Christian Movement 

The first meeting of the season will be  
September 3 at 11 AM in the Great Room. 

Everyone is welcome! 

 

Wednesdays  

6:30-8 PM 

Great Room 

Noche de la Familias  

Thursday, September 19 

Mexican Independence Day festivities. 

Music & Food 
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First Evangelical/La Primera Lutheran Church Council Meeting Minutes for August 11, 2019 
 

Present: Bishop Hutterer, Paul Gryniewicz, Virginia Daniels, Carmen Guerrero, Diane Johnson, Don Johnson, Evan 
Rogers, Kathleen Rogers, Connar Schmidt, Rhonda Schmidt, Sarah Shaw. Church Members Ellen Riske, Sandy Weber, 
Anna Marie Freeman 
Absent: Sara Velasquez 
 

A. Bishop Hutterer opened with a prayer at 10:47 AM. Council members and Church members introduced 
themselves. Bishop Hutterer gave a history of Pastor Abel's tenure at FELC. She then asked those attending for their 
feelings and concerns regarding Pastor Abel leaving FELC. 
 

Bishop Hutterer had two proposals for FELC: 
 1. Contract with Pastor Dana Reardon to serve as part-time, interim pastor to lead us in conversation through 
another call process. Pastor Reardon is willing to preach three Sundays per month. Part-time would be on an hourly 
basis for 20 hours a week.  
 -On the 4th Sunday we could use pulpit supply or have a "Word and Service" with no Pastor for "budget 
 relief". 
 2. Continue to suspend La Primera services for now. 
-Bishop notes that it is important that we look ahead to upcoming holidays to decide if we want to have our own 
services or combine with another Lutheran church. 
-We could combine with other Lutheran churches for youth groups. Sarah will get a list of area Lutheran churches that 
have youth groups. 
 Paul Gryniewicz (Vice-President of the Grand Canyon Synod Council) recommended that we look to the future 
and not the past. Recognize that the food bank and the school have a large impact on the Community. 
 Bishop Hutterer and Mr. Gryniewicz then left the Council meeting. 
 

B. Minutes of the June 9, 2019 meeting were reviewed. Sarah stated that Section D, #5 should read "Pastor Abel's 
Evaluation Team". Kathleen moved that the minutes be approved with the correction, Carmen seconded, the motion 
passed unanimously. 
 

C. Reports 
1. Treasurer's Report - Kathleen reported that we are "slipping into the red".  She did not receive the bank statement in 
time to reconcile accounts, but she doesn't see any problems with reconciliation. 
 

2. La Primera - Carmen and Sarah met to discuss what members want. Convivios is an event that members want to 
continue. Sarah states that they want to refocus on the community with a Noche de la Familias 1x/month. 
The first event would be Thursday, September 19. This could be tied into Mexican Independence Day with music and 
food. A tentative budget is $200. On October 31 FELC could host a Halloween "Trunk or Treat". In December we have 
La Posadas. Church members should wear their yellow God's Hands God's Work t-shirts during events. Carmen states 
that we need to have a marketing plan. 
 

3. Youth Report - Connar reports there were two new young people at Church today. It is especially important that the 
Church youth introduce themselves to new young people. 
 

Approval of Reports - A motion to approve as submitted was made by Evan, seconded by Connor.  There was no 
additional discussion, the vote was called, and the motion carried. 
 

D. New Business 
1. Pastor Abel: A letter to dissolve his call was sent by Pastor Abel and Sarah read it to the Council. Kathleen moved to 
accept the letter and Don seconded it. A vote was called and the motion carried. Sarah will ask Pastor Abel for a letter 
that could be put in the Church newsletter. Kathleen stated that FELC will continue to pay his disability premium until 
his application is completed.  
 

2. Coverage Plan:  Sarah will discuss Pastor Reardon's availability and willingness to serve as an Interim Pastor. 
 

3. Council Meetings: Kathleen states that Joy would like to know if the Council will be meeting at 10:45 am instead of 
12:30 PM. Council agreed that 10:45 AM will be the new starting time for Council meetings.  Sarah suggested another 
meeting next Sunday, August 18, 10:45 AM since there more items that need to be discussed. Council agreed to meet at 
that time. Council also agreed to change the September 8 Council meeting to September 15 since September 8 is Rally 
Sunday. 
 

4. Building Maintenance: Kathleen reports that several places on the roof leak and need repairs. She will get bids. If 
anyone can recommend a roofing company please contact her. She also states that after a security alert, the fire panel 
was inspected and while it is now in effective working order, there is a broken trouble "buss" that cannot be repaired 

(Continued on page 4) 
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(Continued from page 3) 
due to age and no available parts. A representative from the inspection company will be coming out to make 
replacement recommendations but there is a concern replacing the panel would jeopardize our ñgrandfatheredò status in 
terms of meeting current fire code standards. 
 

5. God's Work Our Hands: Connar suggested "Feed My Starving Children" and Sarah will reserve a spot for us at ~11 
AM on September 8th**. Rhonda will bring cards for First Responders which could be signed by members during 
fellowship. There are extra yellow "God's Work Our Hands" shirts available if anyone needs one. 
 

6. Communion Serving Sets: Rhonda reports that Sharon Laasch has written a Church history to be sent with the 
Communion sets. Rhonda will send it to the Council via email for review. 
 

7. Sunday School: Discussion re: expenses for Sunday school. Traci Laasch would like to know if there are funds 
available. There are some funds available so Traci should submit expenses to Joy and Kathleen will review. 
Traci teaches grades 1-6, Cheryl teaches preschool and kindergarten. Sarah will discuss with Pastor Reardon if she 
would be available to teach confirmation and/or high school classes. Confirmation classes could be combined with 
another Lutheran church if necessary. 
 

8. Church Sign: Don reports that he called Sierra Sign and it would cost $138 to put a name on the sign. It was also  
suggested that we paint the sign on Rally Sunday. Sarah thought it may be too hot to do that on Rally Sunday unless it 
could be taken down and put inside. If not, we may have to wait until it cools down outside. 
 

Evan moved that the meeting be adjourned, Kathleen seconded. The meeting closed with the Lord's Prayer and the 
meeting was adjourned at 12:28 PM. 
 
Council met in special session Sunday August 18 and announced the following updates: 
 

**There will be a Feed My Starving Children session on Saturday, September 7 from 4:30 to 6:30 PM. Contact Sarah 
Shaw with questions. 
 

Council will host a Continental Breakfast in the Great Room on Rally ñGodôs Work Our Handsò Sunday September 8 
following the service. The congregation is welcome to bring a contribution. 
 

Council decided we would continue to worship in the Great Room through September.  

Church Council meeting time has 
changed. Council will meet at 
10:45 in the Olson Conference 
Room. 

The September meeting has been  
moved to September 15 to avoid 
conflicting with Godôs work. Our 
hands. activities on September 8 . 

As of 7/31/19 Actual 2019 Budget 2019 Actual 2018 Budget 2018 

Offerings $67,028 $71,750 $75,902 $85,969 

Other Income $46,724 $51,334 $63,891 $60,225 

Total Income $113,752 $123,084 $139,793          $146,194 

Expenses $116,719 $126,209 $147,003 $149,668 

Inc. Less Exp. $-2,967 $-3,125 $-7,210 $-3,474 

MONTHLY FINANCIAL REPORT 
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