Eternal life, 


sounds great, 



does it not?  


To be able to live forever, 


never have to worry about dying.  


Never ceasing to exist.  

This is a benefit of asking Jesus Christ to be your Lord and Savior, 


but it is not the purpose of Jesus Christ being your Lord and Savior.  

Remember, 


our purpose is to bring about God's good and creative purpose 



upon this dynamic creation, 




to bring it to its full potential.  

Another way we might phrase that is, 


to bring about God's Kingdom that is in heaven, 



here upon the earth.  

We usually think of eternal life as a quantitative or temporal reality.  


It is an amount of time.  



Forever.  

But if God was just bringing about a foreverness to our lives, 


we might want to be careful in accepting his offer.  

For there are many tales in the world that concern eternal life 


and the dangers of it.  

The Greeks had the tale of Sisyphus, 


a mortal who was to experience eternal life as a punishment, 



via rolling a stone up the same mountain every day, 



only to have it roll down each night.  

We have the more modern tale of Ground Hogs Day, 


where Bill Murray is forced to relive the same day over and over.  

Or our modern tellings of other figures who endure eternal life, 


and struggle with the pain of watching those around them grow old and die. 



To struggle to love, 




when they know their beloved will not be with them forever. 

With this thought in mind, 


we try desperately to get all of those we love, 



to make the same commitment to God, 



so that they will not depart from us after we 




or they die.

But is this all eternal life is?  


Is it just a quantitative reality?  



No!

Our passage today offers a clear picture 


that it is something more than just quantitative, 


it is also qualitative. 

Which fits with the original meaning of the word.  

Eternal life, 


which is different from just eternity, 

carries with it the connotation of “Unending Real Life.”  


So it is not watching a ground hog come out of its hole for eternity, 


nor is it rolling a rock up the same mountain.  

It is Unending Real Life.

But what is real life?  

What is fake life?  


Titus spells the fake life out for us in verse 3.  



Foolish lives, 



disobedient lives, 



lives deceived and enslaved by all kinds of passions and pleasures 




are not real life. 



Living in malice and envy, 



being hated and hating one another.  


This is not real life.  


This is not the life God intended for us.  

When we are experiencing life this way, 


we are trying any and every way to make it change.  

In order to stop the hate, 


we will change who we are, 


we will conform to however people demand that we act, 


we will set aside what we know is right at times.  

But in doing so, 


we are also setting aside eternal life.  


We are setting aside life worth living.

That is why Jesus appeared as our savior.  


To stop having us live this way.  

We are not to live this way, 


because it is not the way the Kingdom of God lives.  


It is not the way God created us to live.  

Jesus came to save us from such living.  


Foolishness is the opposite of wisdom.  


Disobedient lives 



are the opposite of obedient or disciplined lives.  


Deceived and enslaved lives 



are the polar opposite of the truth and freedom Jesus came to bring us into.  



We are to bring our passions and pleasures under the rule of Jesus Christ.  


Malice and envy 



have no place in the quality of life God wants us to experience forever.  


Their opposites, 



benevolence and love are what God had in mind, 




when he sent his Son to earth to save us.

We receive this benefit of eternal life, 


life that will continue forever with the character of wise, 


obedient, 


truth 


and freedom filled lives 



that display the love of God at each and every move, 




for one good reason.  

It is the type of life necessary to build the Kingdom of God.  


To take the fallen creation 



and transform it into a redeemed and renewed creation.

Verse 7 gives us a clearer picture of how this is being played out right now.  


We have access to eternal life, 



because we have been justified by his grace.  


Living into that grace, 



we will be sanctified 




and find ourselves having this hope of eternal life.  


We will suddenly find ourselves able to step above the hate 



and love instead.  


We will do this, 



because we know that this is what real life is all about.  

We already know that though, 


do we not?  

We are wrapping up the time of year 


when the whole world at least acknowledges that giving, 


loving, 


peace, 


good-will, 


joy, 


hope, 


all of the elements of the Christmas season 



are where we know we should be rooted.  

Unfortunately, 


we teach our children that they should adopt these things, 



so that they will get rewarded, 



or get their presents.  

Titus boldly declares the truth.  


No, 



it is because of God's grace and nothing else, 



nothing that you did, 




that you find God's gifts being poured out upon you.  

It is because of God 


that you are feeling lead to live this way.  



To honor and love your family, 



your neighbor, 



the stranger.  

You are to love all of these people, 


because you are an heir of Jesus Christ.  


You have the hope of eternal life.  


You know the quality of life that is to be lived 



and you know how long it is to be lived out.  


Not just for the season of Advent, 


not just for the 12 days of Christmas, 



but for eternity.

When we live this way, 


it is excellent and profitable for everyone.  

Eternal life is not something we must wait to experience.  


It is a reality that is available now.  


It is also a reality that is growing as God's Kingdom grows.  

We will experience the fullness to of this eternal life, 


this real life, 



when Jesus returns.  

But we have the benefit now.  


And the benefit is not the end goal.  

Living out the benefit of eternal life, 


increases the reality of eternal life.  



It is the gift that keeps giving.  



It to follows the rule of love.  

The more you use it, 


the more you have.  

The benefit helps us bring in what we were created to do.  


We will no longer try and bring in God's Kingdom using power or lies, 



but grace and truth will be our modes of operation.

So use the benefit to its fullness, 


because it is there to help you in your purpose 



of being God's Stewards of his Kingdom.  

Without it, 


we are going to destroy 


and build up the false life that led us away from God, 


and disqualified us from becoming heirs.  

But we have been saved.  

We have been given this new life, 


this real life, 


this flourishing life 


that is renewing and redeeming the old life, 

for a life that we would want to live each and every day, 


for all eternity.
