Today, 


we reach the culmination of chapter 15, 



which probably reaches its' climax differently than you would expect.  

We started off the chapter with where the Corinthians and Paul agreed, 


that Jesus was resurrected in bodily form.  

Then Paul gave us three arguments of why there is a bodily resurrection for us as well.  

Last week, 


we looked at what that  body may look like.  

So where does Paul conclude?  


He concludes with what it will look like 



for those who are still alive when Christ returns.  

That is the climax for Paul of this great and wonderful argument.  


Why?

Why does Paul conclude here?  


For two reasons.  

First, 


he was expecting the return of Christ at any time, 



so that was on his mind.  

Two, 


since it was a preeminent thought 



which can be traced throughout this letter, 


people are people, 



and they were looking for ways of saying, 




“It has already happened 




or is happening now!”  

The Corinthians were such people, 


for they had some who were like us Skagwegians, 



who looked at what was happening around them and said, 




“God is bringing about change, 




or we are in the midst of change.”

So Paul addresses this issue with them.  


He pastorally tells them, 



“Dear Brothers and Sisters, 




you do not have your resurrection bodies already.  



You are just having ecstatic spiritual experiences 




that are new and exciting for you.  



I know this, 




because this is what the resurrection will look like for you 





if you were still alive.”

What is Paul's evidence?  


It is that their bodies are still perishable.  



They are still getting hurt,



bleeding, 



sick, 


and from the evidence of the past 14 chapters, 



being very sinful.  



Letting their priorities of self dictate the way they live as a community.

So Paul tells them how things will be.  


In an instant, 



our bodies will go from being perishable to imperishable.  

He terms this at first as, 


flesh and blood not being able to inherit the kingdom of God.  

He says it this way, 


because these bodies were not fully made for eternity.  

They are like all season tires, 


which are good around here.  



But if you were driving the pass everyday all winter,




which could seem like eternity, 



you would want winter tires.

This point became alive for me this week in reading a novel called, 


“The Book of Strange New Things.”  

It was the fictional story of a Christian Missionary 


being called to go serve a new planet



where the native race of the planet



required his presence to the company trying to develop a second earth.  


For the natives were the only ones who could develop the food on the planet, 



so the company was at their beck and call.  

Their greatest need was someone to come and proclaim the message of God to them.

The question the missionary wrestles with the whole time on the planet is, 


“Why is this so easy?  


Why am I not facing any resistance?  



Why was it never like this back on earth?”  

The race that he is serving always wear gloves, slippers, a cloak 


that only allows their face to be exposed.  

They always move slow 


and do things very simply.

The missionary discovers why when his closest friend from the people 


has a picture frame fall on their hand.  


A light canvas picture frame.  

Everyone comes rushing up to Jesus Love Five 


and treats her as if she has been diagnosed with a terminal illness.  

Peter, 


the missionary, 

later is attacked by some geese like creatures, 


where he gets two open wounds that are bleeding.  



The people mourn 



and think that he is dead for sure.  


Peter assumes that the birds have some sort of poison within them.  



When Peter returns a few days later, 



the people are shocked and joyful 




and demand that he read the book of strange things to them more.

This is where it clicks for Peter why they demanded, 


of anything they could demand from Earth, 



someone to come and read God's word to them.  

They were not created in the image of God.  


They did not have the healing power of God in them like we do.  

Jesus lover number 5, 


who's hand should have been bruised, 



but eventually fine, 


instead that bruise had caused the blood to swell up there, 



then start to fester, 



and was now rotting away 



and would lead to her death soon.

We have these bodies that currently do things


that are only possible because of the God we have 


and the Spirit of God living in us, 



combating death, 



conquering death, 


and someday, 



swallowing death completely.  

We can see that reality throughout this room, 


if we were to look at our prayer list 


and then see how it has been filled.

One day, 


everything will change.  

What we are already experiencing as creations of God 


who have the Holy Spirit working among us, 



will not be impeded by death anymore.  

In a flash, 

in the blink of an eye, 


we will go from this, 

to a new, 


updated creation.  

It will be a paradigm shift.  


You remove one issue 


and everything changes. 

We saw it in the printing press, 


we see it in the computer for the sharing of information.  

We saw it in the assembly line in the manufacturing of things.  


A change comes about 



and revolutionizes our whole way of existing.  

When Jesus returns, 


our whole way of existing will change.  

The people who are on earth when that happens, 


will not even die.  


They will just be changed.  

Their bodies will go from decaying and dying 


to living.  

Sin will go from being an issue 


to being a memory.  

It will happen because Jesus returns,


not because of anything we do.


That is good and freeing news.

Paul concludes 


by reminding the people what has already happened though.  

That Jesus, 


the first fruit of this new life 



has already defeated death.  

We have victory through Jesus.  

That victory comes to us if we do die, 


and then are resurrected.  

Or if we are living when Christ returns.  

That victory is available to us this moment, in that we can forgive each other our sins.

It was sin that made death so frightening, 


because there was a chance of being eternally separated from God 


and missing out on the resurrection.  

The law-code guilt that gave sin its leverage, 


its destructive power, 



because it made us all very aware that we were sinful.  



That we fell short of the God's glory 




and God's calling. 

But now 


in a single victorious stroke of Life, 



all three—




sin, 




guilt, 




death—


are gone, 



the gift of our Master, 




Jesus Christ. 


Thank God!

How are we to thank God?  


We are to write him a thank you card with our lives.  

We are to stand firm in this truth, 


not being shaken by the threats of sin, guilt, or death.  

Instead, we are to live fully into this type of lifestyle, 


as Paul has been encouraging the Corinthians to do all along.  

To tear down the walls between us, 


for we are one body.  

To forgive one another, 


because we have been forgiven.  

To work for the restoration of our world, 


because we were created with a healing touch within us.  


That is the work of Lord that we are called to share in.  



We take it for granted, 




but life would be much constrained without it.  


Imagine how many deaths you would have already died 



without the gift of healing within your body.

We have work to do that is not wasted, 


but is part of the eternal kingdom.  

It is not just church work, 


it is the work of the Lord.  

Which means that if what we do


 builds and heals interpersonal relationships, 



it is the work of the Lord.  




Whether that is in your family 




or at your work place, 




or among your friends.  

If what you are doing brings life, 


it is the work of the Lord.  

If it brings justice, 


it is of the Lord.  

If it shows mercy and grace, 


it is of the Lord.  

This can be giving food to the hungry, 

it can also be tracking down the person who dropped their wallet.  


There is much work of the Lord to be done.  

When he returns, 


there will still be more, 



but it will be done in a different manner.  

So let us do the work of the Lord in every way we can.  

When excuses come up as to why you can't, 


ask yourself, 



is that the lies of sin, guilt, and death impeding me?  

If it is, don't forget, 


they have all been defeated.  

Our natural tendency is to be drawn to winners, 


especially if they do it in a humble manner.  

There is no humbler winner than our Jesus, 


who laid down his life for our victory and his.
