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Muir Woods Expansion Plans Grow—MWPCA Asks Tough Questions
MWPCA President Peter Hindley wrote to seek answers to
exactly what NPS has planned for our neighborhood.
Despite verbal statements that the parking lot is “off the
table,” the language in the 20‐year General Management Plan
has not been fixed. Attorney Chris Carr of Morrison‐ Foester
keeps close tabs via our Mount Tam Task Force (MTTF).
“GGNRA has a pattern of failing to inform or consult with
local residents on construction projects that are permanent
and have serious environmental consequences,” as recent
surprise events at Muir Beach confirm, said the letter.
The letter formally requests copies of “all specific documents,
plans, specs, drawings or associated memos or letters for 4
corners and Panoramic Highway including Homestead
Hill/Dias Ridge.”
When Muir Beach asked the same question, they discovered
a million dollar bus station was to be built in September that
could push a huge volume of passengers (300 per hour) onto
the wetlands.
MTTF immediately filed a lawsuit to prevent construction.
MWPCA comes under this same legal umbrella; MTTF is
negotiating with the county to get bus ordinances changed
and prevent radical NPS ticket sales expansion.
What are the real NPS plans for Panoramic?
MTTF works with ecology groups and neighbors on Mt. Tam
to prevent the damage that would occur if NPS plans go
through. See: www.MountTamTaskForce.com
Supervisor Kinsey’s August 4th email said he saw no reason
“to halt” the project, though he “had not seen their specific
bus stop designs” despite the lawsuit and 140 letters from
Muir Beach.
See: http://www.ptreyeslight.com/article/interior‐sued‐muir‐
woods‐bus‐stop

WHACK A MOLE: “NPS plays a vigorous game of whack‐
a‐ mole,” says Steve Thompson, an MTTF co‐chair. “They
keep pressing to grow the tourist volume but switch
locations for buses and parking as each community
realizes the implications.”
NPS refuses to CAP Muir Woods ticket sales, but the 4000
people a day mole keeps popping up without warning in
different places.
WHACK example: with no warning, NPS switched the
original big tour bus loop (at least temporarily) from 4
corners across Panoramic, down to Muir Woods, and back
on Highway 1. Muir Beach is protesting this double‐trip
on Highway 1.
There is nothing to prevent NPS from switching this loop
back to Panoramic.
WHACK example: NPS moved part of the September
2013 parking planned for Panoramic downhill to
Redwood Creek. “Parking next to the salmon creek is
illegal” says MTTF co‐chair Christian Riehl, “because of
the pollution dangers to the almost extinct coho.”
Where will it go next? Or will there FINALLY be a CAP on
Muir Woods reservations, as Supervisor Kate Sears has
requested? Or a limit to parking, as Congressman
Huffman sought?
Meanwhile the NPS push for more parking on Panoramic
casually referred to as “improvements” is still there. “That
is why we absolutely must seek answers,” says Bob
Wright.
The MWPCA letter advises NPS that we “will continue to
use all remedies at our disposal to support the
stewardship and prevent the commercialization of Muir
Woods.”
‐Kristin Shannon, Co‐Chair, MTTF Task Force

Jazz Fest/Oyster BBQ
October 5—Sunday, 1:00 PM–Sunset

Come out and join your neighbors at the MWPCA
Clubhouse for an afternoon of great jazz and delicious
food. This has become a standout event thanks to John
Lovell who always manages to gather talented musicians,
grill masters, delicious food and drink...and an enthusiastic
audience.
We will serve fresh oysters, sausages, jambalaya, hot dogs,
Lagunitas beer, wine and drinks for kids. Bring a spread
and be ready to have some fun.
Invite your friends to enjoy Indian Summer at its best on
the mountain. Food and drink will be for sale and
donations are appreciated.
Hope to see you there! It’s going
to be fantastic!
For information: contact John
Lovell at golfodulce@yahoo.com

President’s Report
Daytime events have a special appeal for our members,
and Lila Sparks‐Daniels organized an excellent summer
BBQ, held on Saturday, August 2nd, starting at noon.
Thanks to Lila and a bevy of fellow workers – actually,
almost everyone who attended did some of the work, if
barbecuing your own food counts. Most folks brought
sausages, hamburgers, or chicken, but a dozen or more
brought more elaborate dishes to serve all comers. It
was a great day for those of us who love culinary vari‐
ety. Just about everyone helped with the cleanup,
which was completed by 5:00 PM.
Lynn Hindley, Faybeth Diamond, and Susan Johnson
spent considerable time researching blinds for use in
the main room at the Clubhouse. Flat roller solar
shades with housing will be installed above all main
room windows and glass doors. The concept was to
select blinds that are attractive and, if all pulled down,
can darken the room enough for a slide show (some
renters like to do slide shows). A person from “3 Day
Blinds” came to provide her ideas, show fabrics and
colors, etc. The three researchers selected a style and
color and fabric that would achieve those goals. The
quoted cost is slightly less than $3,200. Within the past
few days the Board approved the purchase, and we will
buy and install the blinds in the near future, further
enhancing the look and appeal and functionality of the
Clubhouse.
Sad news about two Muir Woods Park stalwarts, who
passed away recently: Suki Hill and Michael Kahn.
Celebrations of their lives have already been held. We
will miss them both, and offer our sympathies to their
families and friends. (Tributes to their lives are on page
6.)
Volunteers welcome: Interested in helping out at the
Clubhouse? There are always chores that need to be
done. If you feel an urge to mow grass, wash windows,
pull weeds, paint, level the driveway, help with our
various social functions, etc., please let Lynn or me
know: 388‐7252 or phindley@nexant.com or
lynnhindley@sbcglobal.net.
Peter Hindley, MWPCA President

Thank you, Rhonda Dubin, for these photos taken
at the most recent meeting of the Artists of Mount
Tamalpais.
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Artists of Mount Tamalpais
Save the dates! The third annual
Artists of Mount Tamalpais Open
Studios will take place Saturday
and Sunday, October 25 and 26
from 11:00 AM—5:00 PM.
Please join us at the Clubhouse for a
reception for the artists, Friday,
October 24, 6‐8 PM.

Sara Burgess

We have added three talented new
artists this year, so don’t miss this one! Joining us are:
Sara Burgess—cut paper artist and print maker
Andy Lillistol—wood sculptor
Teresa Harrison—painter
Continuing Artists:
Jane Allen, Beverly Anderson, Tripp Carpenter, Etta
Deikman, Rhonda Dubin, Roy Forest, Elly Graham,
Bonnie Himberg, Jon Lovell, Novella Menconi, Bonnie
Neumann, Woody Payne, Shirley Powers, Linda
Sawtelle, Lila Sparks‐Daniels, Alex Uncapher,
Marie‐Helene Yalom, and Victor Yalom.
Also, look for our group show in October at the 142
Throckmorton Theater in downtown Mill Valley. For
more information visit our web site:
www.mounttamartists.org ,or find us on Facebook,
www.facebook.com/mountamartists.

Andy Lillestol

Roy Forest’s “newbie”
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Teresa Harrison

Marie‐Helene Yalom

Shirley Powers

Neighborhood Fire Watch
At the very top of Mt. Tamalpais,
2,572 feet above the ocean, a corps
of volunteer fire lookouts will keep
watch every day this summer and fall
for the worst danger in Marin this
year—fire.
As everyone knows, this is the driest
season in years, and the threat of a
catastrophic fire is always there. The
last big fire on Tamalpais was in 1929, and it swept down the
mountain and nearly destroyed Mill Valley.
There has been a fire lookout on top of the mountain for
years, staffed for a time by regular members of the Marin
County Fire Department. But for several years, the fire
department has depended on volunteers to work the
lookout.
There are a couple of dozen of them, organized and trained
by Don Keylon, an officer at the Throckmorton Ridge Fire
Station.
The job is both simple and complex: to keep an eye out for
smoke and report promptly to fire department headquarters
in Woodacre. It is important that Woodacre get an accurate
and timely report—minutes can make a huge difference if a
fire breaks out in Marin. Tamalpais country is covered in
trees and brush, some of it highly flammable chaparral and
chemise. It is also the home of thousands of people who
depend on the fire department to protect their lives and
property.
Though it may seem like a dull job, there is a certain Zen to
watching, and a lookout has to train to do it. It is a bit like
being a cop on a beat, or a lookout on a ship. If you watch
carefully, you can notice changes. You can also watch the
day roll by, the fog in the morning and again at night, the
shifts in the wind and weather. A lookout reports the
weather, the wind and the humidity twice a day, but they
also see the shadows grow long in the afternoon, watch the
birds soar on the wind, and simply watch.
They scan with the naked eye and also with binoculars,
starting at Sausalito and working southwest around the
Marin Peninsula: Wolfback Ridge, Tennessee Valley, Green
Gulch, Frank Valley, Muir Woods. Then back again, like the
letter Z, to Four Corners, Throckmorton Ridge, west again to
the mine ridge, to West Point, the middle peak, westerly to
Bolinas Ridge, northerly toward Tomales Bay and the
northern hills. Then around to Fairfax, to San Anselmo, Corte
Madera, and east to the Tiburon Peninsula. A full circle.
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A lookout can see cars on U.S. 101 streaming like
glittering ants along the spine of Marin, can see the
Waldo Grade and the Panoramic Highway. Looking
north it is possible to see open country, with not a
house in sight.
Sometimes the fog is a thousand feet thick, and then
it lifts, pulling back from the top of the mountain
and the Marin towns are suddenly in view, like the
mythical Scottish town of Brigadoon, which appears
magically every hundred years.
There is another lookout as well, in West Marin, also
staffed by volunteers. Both of them keep an eye out
for you.
‐Carl Nolte (in his fourth season as a Tam lookout)

Local Firefighters at Work
Did you know that the men and women of MCFD have
been fighting the large wildfires in Northern
California? In addition to maintaining protection in
Marin, MCFD sends resources to aid Cal Fire in pro‐
tecting life, property and the environment. This is the
same resource aid system that would be utilized if a
large fire were to occur in Marin.
Currently firefighters are experiencing extreme fire
behavior due to the statewide drought conditions.
In many cases evacuations of threatened communities
have been performed. These same fire conditions can
happen in Marin. Our recommendation is that each
home has an evacuation plan prior to an emergency.
Do you have yours in place?
For more information on wild land fire reduction,
MCFD’s relationship with Cal Fire, or disaster
preparedness, please call or stop by the Throckmorton
Fire Station.
Chipper Day: On June 21 and 22 MWPCA, Marin
County Fire Department (MCFD), Mill Valley Fire
Department, and Fire Safe Marin hosted a wildfire
hazard reduction disposal below the clubhouse at 40
Ridge Ave. The weekend was a success, 35 properties
participated bringing 98 loads of excess green waste.
Wildfire hazard reduction is a year round project.
Keep up the good work.
Ben Ghisletta
Marin County Fire Department
Senior Fire Captain
415‐388‐5414

Mia's Musings from Muir Woods

Summer BBQ

Soon the seasons change...to the warm days of fall, with
fewer tourists but still lots of daylight for long rambles. Also
time to watch out for poison oak, for packing enough water
for hikes and for smart fire safety practices.

This summer’s informal BBQ was its usual relaxing and
enjoyable event. Over 40 people attended and
brought with them an abundance of delicious sides.

Consider a hike! Many of the trails – just a short walk from
you ‐ have been reconditioned and even renamed. For
example, Ocean View is now Canopy View. Also the Stage
makes one‐way hikes easy. Look for new signage, check out
the tactile models. The newest ones are up on Tam and at
newly rehabilitated Muir Beach Overlook. Bring water and
pour it down model tributaries to do a "rain dance" to see
how Redwood Creek can really flow to the sea. And rumor
has it that an old favorite, The Rambler’s Guide, will make a
return soon!

Who would have thought kale salad could be so
delicious?! And, Julia Rydjord’s chicken enhanced what
the rest of us brought—mostly hot dogs of some sort.
Here she is toasting the rest of us!

Drought, stressed ocean conditions, and years of degradation
to the precious riparian habitat have all been devastating to
our local coho salmon populations, and drastic measures are
being considered to give them a chance to survive ‐wish them
well. Visit sites where extensive restoration has been done
(such as Muir Beach, Muir Woods, the upper slopes of Mt.
Tam and Kent Canyon culvert upgrades), and watch for the
latest news on the Park's website.
You may have noticed that no water is available at Muir
Beach; this is yet another effort to keep every drop in the
creek for young fish! And the tightest restrictions on any
California creek are in force there, such as no fishing ‐ or even
playing ‐in the lagoon waters. Other measures, such as a
Muir Woods reservation system limiting the numbers of
visitors and where they park, are also being seriously
considered. Sign up for updates on the Park's website. One
way you can help ‐ join others at Muir Beach for Coast
Clean‐up September 20th starting at 9:00 a.m.
Want to learn more? We have weekly programs that feature
the inside story on redwoods, fish and much more, as well as
tips on photography, bird watching, exploring the night
woods and also special programs for kids.
Special things to look for: clustering ladybugs, buckeyes
hanging on the trees, baby fish in the creek, scat to let us
know a bobcat, coyote or fox traveled that trail too. See you
in the woods‐ what a time to visit!
‐ Mia Monroe
Site Supervisor, Muir Woods National Monument
www.nps.gov/muwo
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The weather more than cooperated as did all the
helpers who made cleaning up a breeze. Lila Sparks‐
Daniels may have managed the event, but she had so
much help—from everyone who attended.

In Memorium...
Suki Hill was a professional photographer who lived in
the town of Mill Valley, California for forty‐six years and
in our neighborhood for much of that time. She
photographed subjects ranging from the streets of Paris
to portraits of rock stars, authors, painters, musicians
and the rich and famous, but her favorite subjects were
the people of her community – their celebrations,
events, gatherings, work – in short, their lives.
Suki’s photographic imagery reflected the love she felt
for people, her community and the world. She knew how
to bring life into art and art into life. And most
importantly, she opened doors to our connectivity and
our joy doing our work.
Suki’s archival and personal exhibit, "A Photographer's
Intimate View of Mill Valley, California 1900‐2001” was
on display in the city's library for nearly ten years. In
2007 Hill was pleased to receive a Milley award which
honors local citizens
who have contributed
substantially to the
character and fabric of
Mill Valley. She was the
author of Mill Valley
Then and Now, in
which she paired
historic photographic
scenes of Mill Valley
with her contemporary
photographs shot from
the same vantage
point.
Suki graduated from Sarah Lawrence College and did
graduate work in Creative Arts at San Francisco State
University and Philosophy at University of California,
Berkeley.
Most recently, Suki participated in the Artists of Mount
Tamalpais here in the neighborhood. Her spirit and her
contributions will be missed by us all.
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Our neighbor, Michael Kahn,
passed away during July at
home. His wife Virginia says
how precious their decades
of marriage were. He will be
missed by her and by all of us
who knew him.
Michael spent much of his
career at CIIS (California
Institute of Integral Studies),
retiring at the end of 2007 to
pursue a private practice.
He first joined CIIS in 1988 as Director of the Integral
Counseling Center; in 1993 he also became a member of
the faculty. Michael was a gifted teacher, committed to
helping students discover themselves as they learned to
become therapists.
Michael's Ph.D. is from Harvard in Clinical Psychology.
He has taught at Harvard, Yale, the University of Texas,
and the University of California, Santa Cruz, where he
became Professor Emeritus of Psychology. His
publications include Between Therapist and Client , The
Tao of Conversation, and Basic Freud.

The MWPCA would like to
send out our condolences
to the Williams family for
the loss of their father,
comedian and actor Robin
Williams. An avid cyclist
and runner, he was part of
the fabric of our
community, often seen performing at the
Throckmorton Theatre, cycling or running on Mount
Tamalpais.

Announcing: Rhonda Dubin Will Be the New
Lookout Editor starting in 2015!
Rhonda Dubin will become the new Lookout Editor begin‐
ning in 2015. She has edited other newsletters over the
years and is currently responsible for the Artists of Mount
Tam Website—copy, layout, management, and updates.
Rhonda is currently Co‐Chair of Artists of Mount Tamal‐
pais which is sponsored by MWPCA .
I am personally grateful to Rhonda for agreeing to lead
this effort. I’ve been privileged to do so for the last 7‐8
years (I’m afraid to look back any further than that to see
when I took it over!) It’s an investment in the neighbor‐
hood I’m so happy to have made.
There’s something very special about collecting and shar‐
ing information that’s relevant for the neighborhood.
And, now there’s “nextdoor” as a wonderful bulletin
board for connecting with neighbors day‐to‐day.
Be sure to offer me any suggestions as we move forward
in 2015! If you want to contact her directly, she can be
reached at rhonda
Lila Sparks‐Daniels
Current Lookout Editor

In case you haven’t seen it…
Mill Valley filmmaker Gary Yost has produced "The
Invisible Peak," about the history of the Air Force on
Mt. Tam and efforts to finish demolition of some of
what was left there and then do restoration. You
can see the film online at http://invisiblepeak.com.
Molly Jones

Children’s Pumpkin Carving Party
October ??? ‐ TBD
Though a specific date and time haven’t been
selected yet, please contact
John Lovell who is in charge
of children’s activities this
year at:
golfodulce@yahoo.com.
He’ll have details for you
and make sure you’re on
the distribution list. The kids
always have a wonderful time carving away!

Yoga on the Mountain
Thanks to Lookout contributors this month:
Ben Ghisletta
Carl Nolte
Kathleen Delehanty
Rhonda Dubin
Teresa Harrison
Peter Hindley
Kristin Shannon
Molly Jones
(Website articles for Suki Hill and Michael Kahn)
Nancy Gribler
Mia Monroe
As editor, I am able to publish such high quality
Lookouts because of the participation of so many of you.
Thank you!
All members of the community are invited to submit
articles, ideas for articles, photos, announcements, etc.
Just let me know or mention your thoughts to another
board member.
‐ Lila Sparks‐Daniels
Lookout Editor
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Sutat continues teaching our evening yoga classes
beginning at 6:30 PM every Wednesday at the MWPCA
Clubhouse.
Sutat’s teaching style introduces beginners in a safe
and uncomplicated manner, while encouraging
seasoned practitioners to move deeper into postures.

Knitters: “Mt. Tam Purls”
Last Wednesday of the Month
3:00—5:00 PM
Come join in the fun. To receive reminders
contact Lila Sparks‐ Daniels at lilasd@aol.com
for meeting locations and to get on the email
distribution list.

Nextdoor ‐ A Social Network Taking Mount
Tam by Storm
Why are there helicopters buzzing the Mountain? Have you
seen my lost dog? Who can recommend a handy man to do
all the jobs my wife cannot? Looking to share a Nanny;
offload a dresser that's been sitting in my garage and has
just a little water damage; rent a three bedroom, two bath
home for only $5600 a month; have moving boxes to
recycle; make our neighborhood Roundup Free; come to an
important community meeting; learn to sew; where can I
find someone to sew my clothes for me…
For those of us who have
joined the Nextdoor
community online, every day is
filled with new topics and
postings, plus discourse on old
topics.
One reason why this website
has become so popular in our
immediate area (12
neighborhoods with 4500
neighbors listed) is that
neighbors have found real value in the site. And not just for
getting rid of old kid's toys.
Here’s an example: “My dog went missing one afternoon.
I posted on Nextdoor and within minutes neighbors were
posting to tell me about sightings. Someone had seen my
post, took her in, and private messaged me. An amazing
tool.”‐ Neighbor, Tamalpais Valley
Nextdoor aims to help people keep up with what's going on
around them and reverse a trend toward disengaged
neighborhoods.
Up on Mount Tam, this has been a real issue that we've
grappled with for years. How do we make sure that we
know who our neighbors are, so that if disaster strikes us in
this remote area, we know who lives next door, and we
care about their health and welfare. When the two female
hikers lost their lives earlier this summer, Nextdoor was an
immediate source of news and discussion.
The MWPCA hosts a number of social and community
events, has a disaster committee and keeps a viable and
up‐to‐date email and mail list of those in our immediate
community. In a disaster, of course, one cannot rely on our
computers working, but through Nextdoor perhaps we
know our neighbors better.
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What else can Nextdoor offer?
Personally, thanks to this website, I've made new
friends, found tennis partners, helped fill the MWPCA
Open House this summer, spread the word about an
important community meeting, scored
amazing Giants tickets, engaged in
lively and heated discourse when a
County of Marin employee joined
our group and made a list of
recommended vendors for future
projects.
Based in San Francisco, Nextdoor
was founded in 2010, and is in over
36,000 neighborhoods in 50 states.
Recently the company made the
news when Nirav Tolia, Co‐Founder
and CEO of Nextdoor exhibited very un‐neighborly
tendencies when he was charged and convicted of
misdemeanor hit and run in a car accident last year.
He was sentenced to 30 days in jail and two years of
probation. One can only surmise that he will spend a
good deal of his 'time' online, checking out what
shenanigans his neighbors are up to.
Nancy Gribler

Thank you, Kathleen, for quarterly real estate
activity:

Real Estate Update

ACTIVE LISTINGS
192 Adams

2BR/1BA

12‐26 Kings Way

4BR/2BA

890,000

130 Sunnycrest

4BR/3BA

1,498,000

667 Sequoir Vly

4BR/3.5BA

1,899,000

998 Edgewood

5BR/3.5BA

1,949,000

39 Sunnycrest

4BR/3BA

1,999,000

4BR/3.5BA

2,625,000

7BR/7BA

7,000,000

4BR/4.5BA

5,795,000

47 Ridge
551 Edgewood
2 Cypress

$

650,000

Kathleen Delehanty
Listing and selling properties on Mt. Tam.
Contact me...Let my 20+ years experience on The
Mountain work for you.
Alain Pinel Realtors
DRE#00897634
415/755‐8300

PENDING
3 Ridge

3BR/2BA

$ 1,998,,000

SOLD
647 Edgewood

1BD/1BA

658 Edgewood

2BD/1.5BA

650,000

40 Brighton

2BR/1BA

775,000

15 Ridge Ln

3BR/2BA

840,000

311 Edgewood

3BR/2BA

1,325,000

315 Edgewood

4BR/3.5BA

1,675,000

$ 280,000

LOTS /ACTIVE
120 Redwood

.6266 acres

$600,000

Clubhouse Available for Rent
Rates, rules, forms, calendar and all
information about what is included are on the
website: http://www.mounttam.org.
Special member discounts.
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Thank you, to our advertisers!

FOO HAUL

Available for light hauling,
moving and dump runs.
3/4 ton PU truck

Matthew Pouliot

Pacific Union GMAC
Real Estate
Mill Valley, CA
Primary: 415-265-7020

Call Foo Kennedy
388-3939

matthew.pouliot@pacunion.com
Http://www.PouliotProperties.com

Community Calendar

2014 MWPCA Board Officers

www.mounttam.org
President

Peter Hindley

phindley@nexant.com

VP

Keith Papulias

383‐0269

Treasurer

Carol Stern

huckleberrycas@yahoo.com

Rec. Sec.

Nancy Gribler

nancy.gribler@yahoo.com
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Thurs

Board Meeting

7:00 PM

Corresp.
Sec.

Lynn Hindley

lynnhindley@sbcglobal.net
388‐7252

24

Wed

Mt Tam Purls

3:00 PM

Director

Lila Sparks‐Daniels

lilasd@aol.com

Director

Faybeth Diamond

388‐9255
fbdlive@comcast.net

Director

Harold Dittmer

hdittmer@sbcglobal.net

Director

Susan Johnson

susancaj@comcast.net

Director

John Lovell

Director

Judy Sparks Graham

Every Wed

6:30 PM

September

October
5

Sun

Jazz Fest/Oyster BBQ

1:00 PM
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Thurs

Board Meeting

7:00 PM

Fri‐
Sun
Wed

Artists of Mount Tam
ArtWalk
Mt Tam Purls

(page 3)

golfodulce@yahoo.com

24‐
26
29

jsgrlg@comcast.net

TBD

TBD

Pumpking Carving

TBD

Committees
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Yoga

Clubhouse Rentals

Lynn Hindley

Safety/Emergency

Susan Johnson/Faybeth Diamond

Lookout Newsletter

Lila Sparks‐Daniels

Webmaster

Diane Curtis; dianecurtis@mail.com

Tech Consultant

Peter Spear: 383‐1842

Parenting

Jennifer Sheetz: 383‐3185

3:00 PM

November
14

Thurs

25

Wed

General Meeting/
Election of Officers
Mt Tam Purls

6:00 PM
3:00 PM

