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Auto Legends gather at Pebble
Beach as,Wade Kawasaki,
SEMA President, Presents
the Petersen Museum with a
1 Million Dollar Donation
Auto News Legends Peter
Mullin, Bruce Meyer, and Corky
Coker were all at the Pebble
Concours d’ Elegance on Sunday
morning at the Petersen Automotive Museum press conference.
Both Peter and Bruce were representing the museum along with
other board members.
Corky Coker was supporting
Wade Kawasaki, President of
Coker Tire Company and President of SEMA. (see page 18)
Wade Kawasaki announced the
donation of 1 million dollars from
SEMA to The Petersen Automotive Museum to fund the process
of archiving past issues of the
Petersen Publishing Company,
such as Motor Trend, Hot Rod

Magazine, Car Craft, and many
others.
Terry Karges, Petersen Automotive Museum, Executive
Director was the presenter at
the press conference as auto
enthusiasts, the press, museum
supporters and museum board
members gathered on the 18th
hole of the Pebble Beach Golf
Course during the 2017 Concours
d’ Elegance.
Terry Karges outlined the goals
of The Petersen Automotive
Museum and restated the Museum’s Mission: “To explore and
present the history of the automobile and its impact on life and
culture using Los Angeles as the
prime example.”

Wade Kawasaki (rt) Peter Mullin (ctr) and Corky Coker at
Petersen Press Event (photo Auto News)

Scot McCallum with Toyota Tundra TRD Limited Crew Cab at Gamble Sands Golf Club
(photo Auto News)
by Bill McCallum
• Publisher
• Editor
• Founder
(See page 25)
Toyota is making a statement
with the Tundra TRD Limited
Crew Cab. That statement is “...
don’t count us out in the Great
Truck Race for U. S. market
share.  Without a doubt Ford’s is
still the leader with the all-time
best selling F-150. But, both
Chevrolet with their Silverado
and the FCA’s Ram brand are
working their way up the U.S.
sales chart. Both Nissan with
their Titan models and Toyota
with the Tundra and Tacoma
models are moving up the back

stretch in the Great Truck Race
for U. S. market share. The one
thing I have learned in 30 years
of publishing Auto News is never
count Toyota out when it comes
to crossing the finish line in the
race to produce and sell quality
vehicles including trucks.
The Toyota Tundra TRD 4
X 4 Limited Crew Cab is built
“Toyota Tough,” from the 5.7L
i-Force V8 DOHC 32V 381 hp
engine to the Double Wishbone
Front suspension w/ Stabilizer
bar,Trap Leaf Rear Suspension
with Staggered Q/B Shocks,
larger fuel tank (38 gallons) and
a larger tow package with a new
Tow Receiver Hitch and a 4.30
Axle.
While the base MSRP of

the Toyota Tundra is $ 31,500
the MSRP of our Tundra 4 X 4
Limited Crew Cab as driven was
$ 44,195 with the TRD package
optional equipment extra. The
Toyota Tundra offers an industry
leading value for the segment.
I was impressed with the
drivers visibility, comfortable
seating, and spacious crew cab.
Safety features include; Rear
back-up Camera, Manual Headlamp Level Control, Trailer
Brake &Trailer Sway Control,
Star Safety System incl. ABS
and VSC., 3-point Seat belts for
all positions, 8 total Airbags and
tire Pressure Monitoring
If you are considering a new
truck I suggest a Toyota Tundra
Test Drive.

Cadillac Draws on their History in the
Luxury Segment as they Introduce New
Models -Visit Your Local Cadillac Dealer Today

Cadillac CT6 (photo & Story by Arv Voss – Page 10)
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Test Drive
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editor

Art Gould
feature editor

Joyce Chow
entertainment editor

Ed Barrett
feature writer

Scot McCallum
“Green Car Guy”

It’s Auto Show season and as
I have said many times before
this is the best time of the year
to buy a new car, SUV or a
truck. Dealers are moving out
the 2017’s to make room for the
2018’s and incentives to purchase
are rising.
While Auto Shows may having
taken a hit from the internet
as far as attendance it is still
the best place to see the entire
lineup up of new vehicles up
front and personal where you can
do a walk-around and sit in the
vehicle. You can also schedule a
“test-drive” with your local new
car dealer. What would take days
to do vehicle research on the
internet can be accomplished in a
few hours at an auto show while
you enjoy a snack and an outing
with your family. See schedule
below of our “SELECT SIX”
West Coast Auto Shows
• Sacramento Auto Show -  
Oct. 20th thru Oct. 22nd.
• Seattle Auto Show - Nov. 9th
thru Nov. 12th
• San Francisco Auto Show Nov. 17th thru No. 26th
• Los Angeles Auto Show Dec. 1st. thru Dec. 10th
• San Diego Auto Show - Dec.
28th thru Jan. 1st.
• Portland Auto Show - Jan.
25th thru Jan 28th
Editor’s Note: Thank you to
those folks who have tried to
connect with me on “LinkedIn”.
I have never signed up for the
program and have no intention
of doing so!

Who would have believed an
SUV could be considered for
the title: The Most Powerful and
Quickest Ever. Just a few years
ago, definitely not.  As the era of
emissions and high performance
issues came into play, most
people would have thought the
days of really fast vehicles were
over, never considering an SUV
would be the exception.
Most powerful SUV ever:
supercharged 6.2-liter V-8 engine
delivering 707 horsepower and
645 lb.-ft. of torque has now
come to volition.  Quickest SUV
ever; how about the quarter mile
in 11.6 seconds at 116 mph. Top
speed peaks at 180 mph. Zero
to sixty miles per hour in 3.5
seconds will allow for amazing
merging capabilities for the fast
freeway speeds useful, other than
during rush hours.
All this and over 70 safety features makes this SUV secure and
as up to date from a technology
standpoint as luxury cars without
the performance aspects. Add
five drive-mode Selec-Track
system with new Brembo braking that include the largest-ever
front brakes on a Jeep vehicle and
you’ve got it all.  Specifically, the
five drive-modes are Auto, Sport,
Track, Tow and Snow. Towing
capability is 7,200 pounds. A
Trailer Hitch Camera View at
Speed allows owners to view
trailered items through the rearmounted camera while moving.

The white Audi R8 V10 Coupe
was irresistible. It invited you
to strike a pose before heading
towards the rooftop for Audi’s
pre-Emmy party beneath the
stars at The Highlight Room at
the Hollywood’s newest hotspot,
the Dream Hotel.
Any appearance by an Audi signals an official Television Academy event as Audi is the official
vehicle of the 69th Emmy Awards.
It was their seventh consecutive
year as the official automotive
partner. Audi’s including the R8
Spyder, TT RS and SQ5, have
been making red carpet appearances and chauffeuring celebrities
and VIPS for the Emmy Award
events.
Inside the party, Hollywood
was buzzing between sips and
bites as the entertainment industry reunites during award season.
Rico Rodriguez “Modern
Family”, Nolan Gould “Modern
Family”, Caleb McLaughlin
“Stranger Things” and Marcus
Scribner “Black-ish” laughed the
night away and even toyed with
being a DJ. Rico and Nolan have
been growing up on “Modern
Family” so seeing them with
other peers enjoying themselves
was refreshing.

Honda redesigned its Odyssey
minivan from the ground up,
and made it the class leader in
a number of ways. The cabin is
the roomiest in its segment, and
loaded with features. Activesafety equipment that is optional
on other minivans is standard on
the Odyssey, and new drive trains
deliver more power and smoothness.
The one area that leaves something to be desired is its styling.
The Odyssey’s nose, which now
resembles the one on the Honda
Pilot, lacks the crispness of
last year’s design. Viewing the
Odyssey in profile, the kink in
the belt line beneath the windows
has been softened, and now flows
better, but the new sculpted sides,
with creases that go nowhere,
lack cohesion.
However inside, there are no
complaints. My test car looked
surprising luxurious for a
minivan. The high-grade leather
on the seats was very inviting.
The dash, and all contact surfaces
were finished in upscale softtouch material. The compact
center control panel was cleverly
shaped with a tablet-like touchscreen at the top. Moreover, the
interface was easy to understand

The KIA Niro Touring model
is KIA’s all new hybrid CUV.  
At 43 mpg and $850 annual
fuel cost average, this is one of
the most fuel efficient vehicles
in its class. The 1.6L (GDI) 4
cylinder engine with 43 hp electric motor has plenty of power
for both city driving and touring.
KIA continues to offer one of the
best powertrain warranties at 10
years/100,000 miles, and comes
standard with multiple state-ofthe-art safety features.
Kia offers the Niro in four
levels of trim, FE, LX, EX, and
Touring. The FE’s base price of
$23,785 is lower by more than
$1,700 than the starting price of a
Prius. It comes with a touchscreen
display, a rearview camera, and
a six-speaker audio system. The
LX adds a bit more trim.
  Finish your summer on a high
note and test drive the KIA Niro
today.

continued on page 12

continued on page 8
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Howard Elmer
truck writer
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Chris Chung
motorsports writer

The Mazda CX-5 is a small
crossover which prides itself on
being just a bit different.
While it accomplishes all the
family-oriented tasks a crossover
must, it does it while reminding
that if it was an ice cream cone it
wouldn’t be vanilla.
There have been some
changes, so the 2017 Mazda
CX-5 is slightly lower, and the
windshield is repositioned a bit
more than an inch to the rear,
so that the proportion of the
Mazda’s profile is slightly more
“classic.”
A dramatic line flows to the
car’s rear, ending at a trapezoidal
shape that extends from the lift
gate out toward each rear tire. I
find this to be an interesting look,
one that emphasizes the strong
look of the shoulders, something
crossovers are emphasizing in
the current design trend of these
highly popular cars.
In front the Mazda family face
uses thinner, headlamps that are
slightly lower than previously.
But there is still the signature
wing of the grille which keeps the

Driving the 2017 Mazda6
Grand Touring with the Premium
Package made the road trip to the
coastal town of Cannon Beach in
Northwest Oregon a pleasure.
The 200 mile journey from
Seattle in the midsize family
sedan felt more like I was driving a luxury sedan. As I advance
in years, I am especially aware of
the seating features in a vehicle.
When I arrive at a destination
after driving awhile, egress from
the vehicle and the ease of launch
into a standing position are the
clues as to the comfort of the
seating. Mazda6 passed the test!
The Mazda6 Grand Touring
contains excellent features that
make it stand out from Mazda6’s
two other trims — the Sport and
Touring editions. Some of those
features are navigation, eightway power driver’s seat, sixway power passenger seat, smart
brake support, lane keep assist,
and the driver seat memory with
two positions.
The SKYACTIV label seen on
the Mazda6 is a brand name for
a series of technologies devel-

Chevy recently partnered with
John Deere at its world headquarters to show off its newest version
of the HD Silverado pickup. The
reason? A work-related backdrop
is vital to understanding the
needs of the HD truck owner and
frankly what looks better than
some spanking new construction
equipment towed by shiny 2018
Chevy’s.
So, while this setup created the
right visual the actual towing of
up to 20,000lb highlighted not just
power but a new trend in safety
that has the OEMs tying existing
on-board technologies together
electronically.
These are known as Driver
Assist Features. This is a new
phrase that is becoming more
common when describing the
innovative electronic features
found in today’s pickup trucks.
For 2018, the trend towards more
electronic helpers continues, as
does the quest for HD weight
supremacy – after all that is still
the name of this game.
For 2018 the max numbers are
once again hiked. Now the max

I recently sat down with
Kevin Michaels, an energetic,
passionate entrepreneur, yet
unassuming, laid back, surfer
beginnings type of all- around
great guy at his highly rated
restaurant, Killer Shrimp in
Marina Del Ray, California,
which has become a favorite
staple for not only the Marina Del
Ray dining community, but the
Marina Del Ray boating community. People cannot get enough of
Killer Shrimp, the special sauce
and the excellent menu options
there, or the Killer Rides Car
Show Michaels created and has
sponsored for several years now,
stemming from his love of classic
cars, ‘muscle’ cars, and motorcycles.
Michaels is bright, intense,
quick witted, quick talking and
quick thinking.
He recalls the time when his
father, whom was in the music
business and traveled, came
home with this excellent recipe
for spicy shrimp, and we called
it ‘killer shrimp’. “We loved it,”
Michaels said.

The Fiat 124 may not be the
fastest car on the block but it is
a true “drivers” car. It features all
the modern amenities you could
desire, but not excessively to the
point where it diminishes your
driving experience. Furthermore,
this MX-5 twin presents a more
sophisticated option for buyers
looking for the responsiveness
and experience of a 2-seater
sports coupe, while still arriving
to business meetings wrapped in
retro Italian styling.
Specifications:
The 124 shares its’ 90.9-inch
wheelbase and platform with
the MX-5, and is produced in
the same plant in Japan as its’
Mazda cousin. The Fiat 124
differs from the MX-5 though, in
that it features an Italian 1.4-liter
turbo power plant that puts out
160hp, and 184 ft-lb’s of torque.
Allowing the 124 to take you
from 0-60 in just 6.8 seconds.
(This is likely a conservative
estimate, as I was able to get
to 60mph in 6 seconds flat; and
other reports have been as low as
5.9 seconds.)

continued on page 10

continued on page 7

continued on page 6

continued on page 9

continued on page 16
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Arv Voss, feature writer

2017 Mercedes-Benz AMG GLE43 Coupe is
the Latest Model
in AMG Lineup

By Arv Voss
The 2017 Mercedes-Benz
AMG GLE43 SUV becomes the
ninth model in its new line of
AMG 43 performance vehicles.
It replaces the GLE400 as a more
performance-oriented
vehicle.
The 2017 GLE43 SUV is a companion model to the MercedesBenz GLE43 AMG Coupe
The GLE43 AMG Coupe
draws its power from an AMGenhanced 3.0L V6 biturbo engine
that produces 362 hp and 384
lb-ft of peak torque. All AMG
43 models are equipped with the
AMG-enhanced 9G- TRONIC
9-speed automatic transmission
and all models (except the SLC43
Roadster) also feature standard
AMG Performance 4MATIC®
all-wheel drive along with AMGtuned steering, AMG braking
system, AMG Sport Suspension
and throttle mapping. Distinctive
and sporty exterior and unique
interior features include paddle
shifters and other AMG elements
such as optional sport seats and
unique trims.
The GLE43 AMG represents
a radical departure from most
of today’s SUVs, which tend to
be a collection of box shapes.
It displays a fastback form not
unlike the first Infiniti SUVs or
crossovers and BMW’s X6 M.
Visually the GLE43 Coupe’s
exterior is a combination of
mixed elements from the parts
bin including styling and performance equipment. The sweeping
fastback roofline, oversized front
air intakes, quad exhaust outlets
and honking twin-turbocharged
mill are not readily evidenced
upon one’s first viewing what
is in reality the love child from
a high performance muscle car
and a “Bigfoot” monster truck,
especially when rolling on the
optional 22-inch alloy wheels
and tires. The rubber donuts are
super wide Pirelli P-Zeros.
To meet varying driver moods
and condition requirements, four
driving modes are offered—
Snow, Comfort, Sport, and
Sport+—each adjusting the levels
of throttle response, transmission mapping for the nine-speed
automatic, suspension damping,
and steering effort. There’s also
a fifth optional setting - Individual, which enables the driver to
create a custom tailored formula
by selecting specific settings for
each of those elements.
The Sport+ mode also enhances
the audible note coming from
beneath the GLE43’s vented
hood, transmitting a throaty rumbling and firecracker-like popping backfires from the quad
tailpipes protruding through the
aluminum-colored faux diffuser.
Operating in Sport+ mode continually though, will cost you
more at the gas pump. With more
rational driving habits, he EPA
estimates are 17-mpg city and
23-mpg highway, but if you’re
pushing the limits, the results certainly won’t be as pleasing.
My test Mercedes AMG GLE43
Coupe came with a base sticker
of $69,650, which rose appreciably to $90,360 after factoring in
options, but before adding applicable taxes and licensing fees.

The list of optional fare was most
impressive – certainly enough to
warrant the final price.  The base
price of the GLE Coupe is nearly
$18,000 more than the non-coupe
version GLE.
SUMMARY: In spite of its impressively awesome performance,
the 2017 Mercedes GLE43 Coupe
is totally capable of delivering a
more docile and civilized ride in
more normal scenarios like gro-

continued on page 6

Harold Allen
feature writer

2017 Texas State Fair
Automotive Media Day

2017 Mercedes-Benz GLE43 Coupe (photo by Arv Voss)

Texas is known for its huge
truck and SUV markets and one
of the largest State Fairs. Texas
Media attended manufacturer’s
presentations as they went head
to head talking about their trucks
and SUV’s during media day at
the State Fair of Texas. Ram,

continued on page 9
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ELF announces the launch of
the EVOLUTION FULL-TECH
VSX 0W-20, the latest standards, and the technical requirements of Volkswagen (VW
508.00 / 509.00) and Porsche
(C20). Evolution Full-Tech VSX
0W-20 provides optimal protection against engine wear, strong
durability and exceptional fuel
economy performance. All whilst
maintaining efficiency of emission systems in the latest diesel
and petrol engines.
Designed by enthusiasts for
enthusiasts, ELF EVOLUTION
FULL-TECH
VSX
0W-20
benefits from the ELF’s expertise in developing as well as
testing technologies in and for
the most extreme conditions. All
the technology used to manufacture this oil has seen great
success in competitions and can
therefore guarantee a high standard and performance on the
road. Recommended for petrol
and diesel engines and specially
formulated for post treatment
systems, this new lubricant is
designed to meet SAE 0W-20
viscosity requirements that are
specific to European vehicles.
ELF EVOLUTION FULLTECH VSX 0W-20 optimizes
post-treatment to significantly

reduce polluting emissions by
displaying low levels of sulfur,
ashes and low phosphorus (Low
SAPS) in accordance with the
Euro VI standard.
In Owing to its high detergency and improved dispersion
properties, ELF EVOLUTION
FULL-TECH
VSX
0W-20
ensures cleanliness and ultimate
protection against deposits and
wear. Oxidation and abrasion are
limited even when the engine is
operating at very high temperatures and pressures.
To conclude, ELF EVOLUTION FULL-TECH VSX 0W-20
is a very high performance lubricant that actively participates in
improving the frictional properties, fuel consumption and operating costs of modern petrol and
diesel cars.

continued from page 3

31st Retail Hydrogen Station
Opens in Fremont, California
Fremont hydrogen station open
in California
It was recently announced that

the Fremont hydrogen station is
now open to the public as a retail
station. It is the 31st retail hydrogen station in California and is
operated by FirstElement Fuel.

31st Retail Hydrogen Station Opens in Fremont, California

Fiat 124 is a Drivers Car
by Chris Chung
The Fiat also differs from the
MX-5 in suspension components. The Fiat has its own
springs, dampers, and anti-roll
bars. Giving the 124 the ability
to gracefully take corners with
confidence. Body roll in this car
is virtually non-existent.
The Interior:
The materials inside are softtouch and aesthetically pleasing.
There is an infotainment center
perched on the dashboard that is
touch-screen, and easy to use. If
touch screen isn’t your preferred
method of control, there’s also
a center-console knob that can
be used to control the infotainment center. The seats are
decently comfortable and even
have speakers in the head rests

Hydrogen Retail
Stations Open
Across California

for when you’re driving with the
top down. The convertible top is
intuitive and can be quickly be
put up or down in a few seconds.
The Driving Experience:
The driving experience is the
true differentiator for this car.
Driving this car makes driving
fun again. With 22psi of boost, it
has plenty of “pep” for your daily
commute. Low-end torque is
plentiful with minimal turbo lag.
And as mentioned before, bodyroll is minimal. Cruising down
the highway with the top-down is
truly a remarkable experience in
this car!
In terms of pricing, the 124
starts at $25,990. If you’re in
the market for a 2-seater sports
coupe, make sure to test drive
this car, as it truly brings a unique
driving experience.

250 New & Pre-owned In Stock!

445 East Pacific Coast Highway, Newport Beach, CA 92660
Tel 949/673-0900 • Fax 949/673-6079
Toll 800/423-7077
www.newportautocenter.com

AUTO NEWS® BYTES
BASF completes site expansion for mobile
emissions catalysts production in Huntsville, Alabama
• Site celebrates 400 millionth catalytic converter produced  
• Achieves Virtually Zero Waste Facility certification
BASF announced the completion of an investment to expand
production of its mobile emissions catalysts manufacturing site
in Huntsville, Alabama.
The Huntsville site expansion began 18 months ago and
created ten additional jobs.  The expansion also enables BASF
to continue creating emission control technologies for cleaner air
while simultaneously helping the automotive industry grow.
“The Huntsville facility is our largest emissions catalyst manufacturing site in North America and this expansion demonstrates
our commitment to our business growth strategy,” said Ken Lane,
President of BASF’s Catalyst Division. “The additional capacity
will meet the growing market demand and customer technology
needs in the region.”
BASF held a press briefing to announce the completion of the
expansion and to recognize and celebrate a first-ever manufacturing milestone for the site: the production of the 400 millionth
automotive catalytic converter. Among those who attended the
press briefing and celebration were elected officials, members
of the Department of Commerce and a key customer of BASF’s
Catalysts division.
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2018 Chevrolet
Silverado HD
Test Drive Review
by Howard Elmer
continued from page 3

payload is 8,070lb while conventional towing has risen to 20,000
lb and on the 5th wheel, again, up
to 23,300lb.
So, for 2018 this last set of
numbers demands a truck that
can handle them – power-wise
and more importantly safety-wise.
The new 6.6L V8 turbo-diesel
has been redesigned with a new
cylinder block and heads. Oil
and coolant flow capacity has
been increased and the turbocharging system is now electronically controlled. Horsepower has
increased to 445 and torque now
reaches 910 lb-ft. Ninety percent
of both numbers are achieved at
just 1,550 rpm. A new patentpending feature is a redesigned air
intake system. Using an integrated
hood scoop (on 2018 HD Silverado
and Sierra) this setup has a trap for
snow, sleet and rain, allowing cool
dry air to get to the engine without
clogging up the intake.
A new two-piece oil pan makes
the Duramax quieter and also
houses an integrated oil cooler
with 50% greater capacity than
found on the current engine. Of
particular interest to Canadians
will be the new Duramax coldweather performance. With microprocessor-controlled glow plugs
the engine requires less than three
seconds to preheat in temps as
low as -25F.  These new ceramic
glow plugs adjust current to each
plug based on outside temperature. This new engine continues
to be coupled to the Alison 1000
six-speed automatic transmission
which has a stellar reputation.
So that covers power – but
moving loads safely requires all
the trucks systems to work together
“smartly”. GM’s HD trucks get
a number of system upgrades this
year to build on the trend it started
in 2015. A new Digital Steering
Assist improves road handling. A
new tire pressure monitor system
now includes a tire fill alert.  All
full Driver Alert Package includes
Lane Departure Warning, Forward
Collision Alert, Safety Alert
Seat and Front and Rear Park
Assist. GM’s longtime StabiliTrak stability control system has
been updated to include rollover
mitigation technology, a tie-in to
the trailer sway control and hill
start assist.  Visual help is found
in the Chevrolet MyLink with an
8-inch-diagonal touchscreen. Of
particular interest is the camera
system that broadcasts on this
centre mounted touchscreen
(now standard on all models with
cargo box). It shows reversing
images that make hooking up
easy – whether it’s to the bumper
hitch of the in bed 5th wheel. An
around –the –truck view assists
in parking maneuvers. While
driving the signals now activate
cameras in the mirrors showing
images down the side of the truck,
highlighting the blind spot. I also
noted that you can right down the
side of any towed trailer as well.
Other improvements include:
and an available Gooseneck/5th

Wheel Trailering Prep Package
will include a spray-in bedliner.
Electronic upgrades include wireless phone charging and remote
locking tailgate.
These are the types of Driver
Assist Systems that I see coming
into the mainstream. These will
help prevent collisions and in
general make the operators job
that much easier and that is the
future. From what I saw in Iowa,
GM is well on its way to this goal.

GM’s HD Silverado Partners with John Deere (photo by Howard Elmer)

Mercedes-Benz GLE43 AMG Test Drive Audi Q5 Test
Drive Review
by Arv Voss

continued from page 4

cery getting or soccer team and
ballet practice transport as well
as a formal night out at the opera.
The cargo hold is 23-cubic-feet,
and is 15 cubic inches smaller
than that of the conventional,
square-back GLE SUV (formerly
the M-Class).
The GLE43’s sharply angled
rear window and reverse curved
roofline does cut into the capability of transporting tall, boxy
cargo, intruding into available
space behind the rear seats.
A 115-volt AC outlet though
strangely placed in the right-rear
passenger foot well is useful for
impromptu parties and outings,
while the cooled and heated front
cup holders properly manage
beverage temperatures. The
optional GLE43’s Bang & Olufsen 900-watt audio system delivers incredible sounding tunes.
Outward vision forward for the
driver is virtually the same as the
boxier version GLE. The rearward view is another story – here
the blind-spot monitor ally comes
in handy, due to the narrow windows and wide roof pillars.
Headroom in the back seat is also
reduced, but only minimally.

Coupe-like styling for high
performance vehicles seems to
gaining in popularity, with signs
of even trickling down to some
sub-premium model vehicles.
For a heightened level of performance for those with gasoline in
their veins, the GLE63 S Coupe
delivers in spades. In any case,
both GLE Coupe versions only
come with the higher performance AMG engines, unlike the
standard GLE models.
In the final analysis, the 2017
Mercedes GLE43 AMG Coupe
may not be totally up to the performance level of a genuine Sport
Coupe or Sedan, but it’s still a
mighty fine ride with enough to
generate grins and giggles.
SPECIFICATIONS:
2017 Mercedes-Benz GLE43AMG
Base Price: $69,650.
Price as Tested: $90,360.
Engine Type and Size: AMG
enhanced DOHC, 24-valve3.0liter Biturbo V6 with Gasoline
Direct Injection.
Horsepower (bhp): 362 @
5,500-6,000 rpm
Torque (ft./ lbs.): 384 @ 2,0004,200 rpm
Transmission: AMG enhanced
9G TRONIC with wheel mounted

shift paddles.
Drive Train: Longitudinally
mounted front engine / AMG Performance 4MATIC (40:60) AWD.
Suspension: Front - Independent, double wishbone suspension with air spring, double-tube
gas-pressure shock absorber and
torsion bar.
Rear - Independent, multi-link
suspension with air spring, double-tube shock absorber and torsion bar
Brakes: Power-assisted fourwheel vented discs with ABS, BA
and VSP.
Tires: Pirelli P-Zero 285/40
R22 106Y front / 325/35 R22
110Y mounted on 5-triangle
spoke cast alloy wheels – machine
face w/ painted inners.
Wheelbase: 114.8 inches
Length Overall: 189.6  inches
Width: 78.7 inches–w/o mirrors
Height: 69.3 inches
Curb Weight: 4,987 lbs.
Turning Circle: 38.71 ft.
Fuel Capacity: 24.6  gallons
EPA Mileage Estimates: 17 mpg
city / 23 mpg highway
Drag Coefficient: 0.36
0 - 60 mph: 5.6 seconds - Top
speed 130 mph electronically
limited.

The Audi Q5 first bowed in
2009 filling the role of a performance SUV that combined the feel
of a sports sedan with the versatility and flexibility of an SUV
in what many would perceive as
the “just right-sized” package. It
was based on Audi’s A4 platform
architecture incorporating Audi’s
Modular Longitudinal Build – a
kind of kit approach. That first Q5
displayed all-new proportions in a
sportier look than most competitors of the era with striking styling
dynamics.
The 2018 Audi Q5 still displays
a unique and attractive design
and compared to its predecessor,
the all-new Q5 offers a more
powerful and efficient 2.0 TFSI®
turbocharged engine that delivers
252 horsepower in a range from
5,000 to 6,000 rpm The torque
rating is 273 at 1,600 rpm. It
is coupled to a seven-speed
S-tronic® transmission that
moves it from 0 to 60 mph in an

continued on page 7
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Audi Q5 Test
Drive Review
by Arv Voss
continued from page 6

impressive 5.9 seconds. Motive
energy is still delivered to all
four wheels via Audi’s quattro®
permanent
all-wheel
drive
system as standard fare, gearing
power through a 7-speed S tronic
automatic transmission. EPA fuel
economy ratings are 23-mpg city,
and 27-mpg highway.
My test 2018 Audi Q5 came
in Premium Plus trim and the
final price totaled $52,700 after
factoring in the Premium Plus
Package, Navigation Package,
20-inch wheel package, Bang and
Olufsen with 3D sound system,
Cold weather Package and Destination charge. The exterior wore
a Florette Silver metallic finish,
while the interior was executed
in Black.
In terms of its visual appeal,
the Q5 showcases sculptured
forms artistically executed. Up
front, the expressive headlamps
flank the traditional, signature,
large single-frame grille, curving
into the aluminum hood. In
profile, the oversized wheels and
rising edge character lines are
prominently featured. The roof
exhibits a graceful slope, topped
by rails, without joint strips for
a smoother, more aerodynamic
look, underscoring the Q5’s
slender, coupe-like persona. In
the rear, the aluminum, wraparound power tailgate borrows
styling cues from its larger
sibling, the Q7.
The interior of the Q5 reflects
the same tasteful elegance and

continued on page 15
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A Mazda6 Grand Touring Road Trip to
Cannon Beach, Oregon by Sally Hanson
continued from page 3

oped by Mazda which increase
fuel efficiency and energy input.
Introduced in the 2013 Mazda6,
SKYACTIV-G engines for the
U.S. markets have a lower compression ratio allowing them to
operate on standard instead of premium fuel with an approximate
three to five percent reduction
in torque and fuel economy. The
four cylinder, 184 horsepower,
2.5-liter engine is the only engine
option for the Mazda6. EPA fuel
economy averages 30mpg combined city/highway driving.
Now that you know what SKYACTIV refers to, let’s take a look
at how Cannon Beach received
its name. Cannon Beach was
officially adopted as the city’s
name in 1922 — 76 years after
a cannon from the shipwrecked
USS Shark washed ashore near
Arch Cape and many began
to refer to the area as Cannon
Beach. Rich in history, Cannon
Beach History Center offers an
interesting glimpse of the area.
When Captain William Clark
and members of the Lewis and
Clark expedition visited the area
south of Tillamook Head in 1806
to find a whale that had washed
ashore, he named the local creek
Ecola— the Native American
term for whale. Ecola State Park
offers sweeping views of the
ocean, coves and a lighthouse.
Located two miles north of
Cannon Beach, the park includes
excellent hiking trails.
One of Cannon Beach’s popular tourist attractions is Haystack
Rock, a monolithic rock adjacent to the beach and accessible

by foot at low tide. Haystack
Rock stands 235 feet above the
sea and is accompanied by several smaller rocks known as the
Needles. Haystack Rock’s tide
pools are home to many intertidal animals such as sea anemone, starfish, crabs and sea slugs.
The rock is also a nesting site for
many sea birds including terns
and tufted puffins.
Cannon Beach is one of the
Northwest’s top art towns containing beautiful art galleries and

studios as well as year-round live
theatre performances. Specialty
shops, cafes and fine dining restaurants are ample in this small
town lined with pathways and
courtyards spilling over with
flowers.
A wide selection of luxurious
oceanfront lodging overlooking this remarkable stretch of
coastline is available in Cannon
Beach. We enjoyed incredible
sunsets and views of Haystack
Rock from the spacious deck

off our beach front room at The
Ocean Lodge, located south of
downtown Cannon Beach.
Seldom is the road trip to your
getaway and back home such
a pleasurable experience. The
Mazda6 is the perfect vehicle
for city, highway, coastal and
mountain driving. The vehicle’s
handling, fuel efficiency, comfortable seating, and ample cargo
space made the trip to and from
the ocean almost as special as the
sunsets.

Mazda6 Grand Touring at Cannon Beach (photo Sally Hanson)
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Jeep Grand Cherokee Trackhawk Test Drive Review
by Art Gould

continued from page 2

The drive modes separately control the four-wheel-drive system,
transmission, paddle shifters,
suspension and the electric power
steering. The Trackhawk hasn’t
forgotten anything an enthusiast
needs and a regular commuter
expects.
Driveline components have
been refined and engineered
to handle the additional torque
output from the supercharged
engine. The standard TorqueFlite eight-speed automatic
transmission delivers improved
shift response for optimum performance and drivability. Stronger rear drive shaft connects to a
new, stronger rear axle. Launch
Control, which is standard, coordinated the engine, transmission,
driveline and suspension for a
textbook launch and consistent
straight-line acceleration.
The signature seven-slot upper

front grille is flanked by adaptive, bi-xenon headlamps and
surrounded by an LED character
lamp treatment. The fog lamps
are absent from the Trackhawk’s
front fascia to optimize airflow to
cooling modules and air induction without compromising the
vehicle’s balance. Gloss black
rear valance that features Black
Chrome quad exhaust tips add
the sound that is only found on
Trackhawk.
Available lightweight wheels are 20x10 inch
forged aluminum low gloss black
that save a total of twelve pounds
versus the standard Trackhawk
wheel.
The ‘inside’ story continues
with soft-touch materials, black
chrome features and carbon fiber
spears. A 200-mph speedometer
is on the left side of the cluster
with the tachometer located in
the middle. Two audio systems,
including an 825-watt Harman
Kardon high performance audio

Inside Europe
AUTO NEWS BYTES
by Bill McCallum
A legendary Gran Turismo car brand is about to return: Andrea Zagato
allowed a very first glimpse of the new IsoRivalta at the Grand Basel
preview event. Grand Basel is the first global salon for the world’s most
important and valuable automobiles of the past, present and future. The
IsoRivolta will return in full glory in October 2017 – first on the virtual
tracks of the world-famous racing simulation Grand Turismo Sport, on
Sony PlayStation. However, Zagato dreams of bringing back the real
thing in 2018.
Grand basel andrea zagato isorivolta
Andrea Zagato, CEO of the legendary Italian coachbuilding and
design dynasty, at the pre-premiere of the Grand Basel allowing a very
first glimpse of the design of the IsoRivolta
Andrea Zagato, CEO of the legendary Italian coachbuilding and
design dynasty, at the pre-premiere of the Grand Basel paid homage to
the IsoRivolta brand allowing a very first glimpse of the design of a new
car.
Together with Paolo Tumminelli, founding chairman of the Grand
Basel Advisory Board, he partially unveiled the sports car Zagato IsoRivolta Vision Gran Turismo. The tribute to the IsoRivolta brand will
return in full glory in October 2017 – first on the virtual tracks of the
world-famous racing simulation Grand Turismo Sport, on Sony PlayStation.
“The Vision Gran Turismo, even if it was thought for the Sony PlayStation, is shaped on the base of our experience in designing real cars”
said Andrea Zagato. “I dream of returning to the Grand Basel 2018 with
a V-max concept of the IsoRivolta Vision”.
IsoRivolta perfectly embodies the idea of the “Gran Turismo”: a striking Italian car body design, combined with powerful engines. This tribute to the prestigious brand is a family affair: Marella Rivolta-Zagato is
not only Andrea’s wife, but also Zagato’s Art Director. The couple has
transformed the company from the craft business into a modern total
design studio, specializing in the production of extraordinary automobiles – among others for Aston Martin and Ferrari. Marella RivoltaZagato was born in the upper Italian automobile aristocracy; her father
produced the iconic high-performance sports cars of the IsoRivolta
brand. His was also the Isetta, then built by BMW.
Grand Basel, the first global salon for the world’s most important and
valuable automobiles of the past, present and future. For the first time,
cars will be set and presented in the cultural context of design, architecture and art. Following its premiere in Basel on September 9, 2018.
Further events have been planned for Miami and Hong Kong. Grand
Basel addresses international connoisseurs, experts and collectors with
the highest standards, as well as a general audience interested in automobile aesthetics, technological sophistication, arts and culture.

system with 19 speakers and
two sub woofers offer choices in
sound.
Additional standard features on
the Grand Cherokee Trackhawk
include safety and security features like Adaptive Cruise Control with Stop ability; Advanced
Brake Assist; Blind-spot Monitoring with Rear Cross Path
Detection; Full-speed forward
Collision Warning with Crash
Mitigation; Front and Rear Park
Assist; Lane Departure WarningPlus; Ready Alert Braking and
Sirius XM Guardian and Roadside Assistance buttons.
Available in showrooms, the
2018 Jeep Grand Cherokee
Trackhawk will change the way
SUVs are considered.   From
a behind the wheel drive and
test session, to rides by professional race drivers, this is the
most extraordinary SUV ever.  
Whether it was on the new 15
turn two mile plus Club Motorsports in New England or the drag
strip, the Trackhawk continued
to surprise and delight. Pricing
begins at $85,900 with a destination charge of $1095.

Honda Odyssey
Test Drive Review
by Ed Barrett
continued from page 2

and use.
The Odyssey offers terrific
accommodations. Front passengers have chair-like seating
and a great view of the road.
Second-row occupants, even tall
ones, have plenty of head-and
legroom. Furthermore, the third
row can actually accommodate
three adults without difficulty—
how many SUVs can claim that?
Moreover, the second-row is
exceptionally flexible. If you
remove the middle seat, the outer
seats can be moved together for
easier access to the rear. The seats
can also be moved closer to the
front row, so parents can attend
to small children.
The Odyssey is also the class
leader in storage capacity—nearly
145 cubic–feet of cargo space with
the second-row seats removed.

Inside asia

AUTO NEWS BYTES
by Bill McCallum

Industry players look to magnify environmental awareness

Technological upsurge in Asia’s auto industry helps enhance aftermarket presence at Automechanika Shanghai 2017
Asia’s automotive industry is undergoing rapid technological changes, thanks
to the world’s ever-growing consumer demand for new energy vehicles, faster
workshop speeds, increased customisation options and improved in-car technologies. Many of the region’s aftermarket enterprises are subsequently looking for a
more technological edge, more environmentally friendly products and processes,
and superior repair and management standards.
This opportunity is already being brought to life at Automechanika Shanghai,
Asia’s largest trade fair dedicated to the global automotive service industry. This
year, the fair will welcome around 6,000 exhibitors and 130,000 visitors, and is
also expected to house some of the latest advancements from both the global and
domestic automotive industries.
Take for example Astrace, a Chinese glass window film and paint developer
which has various brands within the aftermarket sector. The company is exhibiting for the first time at Automechanika Shanghai 2017, with the goal of expanding
into some of Asia’s most promising regions.
Mr Kris Yang, Manager of International Business at Astrace, explains how
Asia has a huge role to play in the sector’s future growth: “Our operations are
already very well established in China, and like many other players in the aftermarket sector, we’re looking to broaden our horizons to the likes of Vietnam,
Thailand, Indonesia and Malaysia. These regions are all experiencing a growing presence in the sector, and with the help of Automechanika Shanghai we’re
hoping to capitalise on this growth.”
“Asia’s aftermarket industry, and its film sector in particular, is experiencing
more and more developments in the likes of heat blocking, UV protection, reflectivity and safety. What’s more, the industry is looking to take these innovations a
step further by adding even more value for consumers. This includes the likes of
films which can harvest energy to power cars, and intelligent glass displays which
can display information to passengers, for instance.” Mr Yang added.
Similarly, fellow exhibiting business KYB, a shock absorber manufacturer,
says that the Asian market, and China in particular, is constantly demanding a
higher level of technical products and expertise. “Thanks to the growing consumer
need for smarter vehicles and electric cars, China is looking to continually grow
in terms of design, research, development and component manufacturing,” says
Mr Lijun Fu, Deputy General Manager of Marketing at KYB Trading (Shanghai).
Explaining how this can be a big opportunity for exhibitors at the fair, Mr Fu
added: “For us players in the aftermarket sector, this is good news because it
boosts and diversifies the demand for parts, components, repair and maintenance.
Thanks to this demand, we’re exploring more advanced technologies. Our electronic automobile suspension system, for example, can lower a car’s body when it
stops, and lift it up again when the engine starts. It can also adjust the suspension
system based on road conditions – which can even be done through in-car control
and mobile apps.”
Another company looking to take advantage of this trend is adhesives business Henkel, who says that Asia’s growing numbers in terms of car sales and
ownership is also an attractive prospect for the sector. “Compared to the overseas
market, the growth momentum in the Asian auto industry appears to be more
obvious, with car ownership in China alone surpassing 200 million in March
2017,” says Mr Shaohua Fang, APAC Vehicle Repair & Maintenance Business
Director for Henkel.
“Thanks to this, as well as the growing expectation for higher quality and
improved service, the aftermarket sector in the region expects a 30% year-onyear growth in the coming years, becoming a trillion dollar industry by end of
2018,” Mr Fang added. He expressed how Automechanika Shanghai is an “ideal
platform” for businesses to keep abreast of these trends and to gain stronger positions in the region.

And even when all seats are occupied, there’s almost 33 cubes of
storage behind the third row.
All Odyssey models, except
the base version come standard with a suite of active safety
features. These include forward
collision warning and braking,
lane departure alert and intervention, adaptive cruise control,
blind-spot monitoring and rear
cross traffic alert. These are all
important features to have, but I
did find that the forward collision
warning on my test car was over
sensitive. At times, it gave off a
visual alert when there was really
no hazard.
Beyond the safety gear, I think
parents will really appreciate
the new features to make family
trips more manageable. The first
is the upgraded rear entertainment system. Kids can watch
apps like PBS Kids and Spotify
on a 10.2-inch, flip-down screen.
Then there’s CabinWatch, which
provides live video of what’s going
on in the second and third rows.
This is complemented by CabinTalk, which amplifies the driver’s
voice over the audio system for
the folks in the rear.
Besides the new amenities,
Honda has provided the Odyssey
with a new V-6 engine and two
new automatic transmissions.
The V-6 is 3.5-liters in size, like
last year’s motor, but this one
generates 32 more horsepower,
for a total of 280. Unbelievably,
the transmissions now have nine
and ten gears respectively. The
nine-speed gearbox puts power to
the pavement in the lower range
models, and the ten speed does
its work in the high-end Touring
and Elite editions. My Elite test
car delivered strong power and
almost imperceptible shifts, while
averaging 22-mpg in combined
city/hwy. driving.
On the road, the 2018 Odyssey
benefits from a stronger body, a
revamped rear suspension and
a new steering system. It feels
steady going down the highway—
no discernible bobbing or rocking
motions. The steering responds
more quickly than before, and
the short turning radius (39-ft)
makes the Odyssey more maneuverable in tight situations. The
ride is almost luxury-car smooth,
and the cabin is commendably
quiet. This is an ideal minivan for
vacation trips, as well as everyday
family hauling.
Honda offers the Odyssey in six
level of trim, LX, EX, EX-L, EX-L
Nav & Res, Touring and Elite The
base LX model sells for $31,450,
and prices then escalate from
there all the way up to $47,610 for
the Elite.
SNAPSHOT REVIEW
Totally Redesigned
Spacious and Flexible
Active Safety Features Standard
Steady on the Road
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Texas State Fair Media Days
continued from page 4

Chevrolet, Ford, Fiat, Nissan,
Toyota and Volkswagen strutted
out their latest and greatest new
products. Each manufacturer
touted their new features and had
experts on hand to answer any
questions.
The day started in the truck
zone where RAM had lots of
new featured vehicles and two
trucks, one with a huge 5th
wheel towing a trailer weighing
30,000 lbs. The second trailer
hauled bales of hay and a giant
tractor; both had the RAM 3500
Cummins Turbo Diesel engines.
RAM says they have the longest
lasting heavy duty trucks and
best in class heavy duty pickups. On their Cummings diesel it
touts 930 Ft. lbs. of torque. Jim
Morrison, head of RAM brand
North America, spoke about the
capability of their new offerings.
RAM like others have region
specific models including trim
features and packages. This year
they introduced the Laramie
Longhorn South Fork edition and
the Heavy Duty Lone Star Silver
edition. In addition to those two
special models for 2018, the new
RAM harvest editions are also

Los Angeles
Restaurant Owner
Promotes
Car Shows.....!
continued from page 3

And so Michaels’ future was
born with thanks to his father
whom not only came home
with the recipe, but perfected it.
Michaels’ future was born and he
himself has made and used this
recipe over and over again, for
years, to the delight and dining
enjoyment of the Marina Del
Ray community. Michaels also
owns other restaurants in the LA
area, among them, Killer Café,
right next door to Killer Shrimp
in Marina Del Ray, Killer Shrimp
Hermosa Beach, and as of about
three years ago, Michaels and
his business partner acquired
and revamped the famous
Hamburger Hamlet Los Angeles
franchise including the original
Hamburger Hamlet on Ventura
and Vine.
So how did this great guy with
a restaurateur’s passion and heart
get started in cars?
Michaels bought his first car
when he was 14: a ’63 Chevy
Nova. He “…souped it up, even
without a driver’s license, drove
it around, and raced, then I got
into the music business, started
a music company, and eventually sold my music company,”
Michaels stated. “While growing
up, I also raced at different events
around the state,” Michaels
added.
He then got into the restaurant
business opening the original
Killer Shrimp restaurant, located
across the street to where it sits
now, but moved it to its current
coveted location in Marina Del
Ray, at 4211 Admiralty Way,
where a community favorite
stands tall and proud. His father’s
secret sauce is mixed by Michaels
alone, in a closed room, and
nobody else has the recipe. This

market and that Titan now has a
full line of truck configurations
and the best warranty in the business, five years or 100k miles
bumper to bumper.
Ford talked about being the
best-selling truck for over 40
years. Ford introduced a new top
of the line F450 Limited Super
Duty® 4x4. Customers have
been asking for a more luxurious
tow vehicle and this could possibly check their boxes. This truck
could well top $95,000.00. The
limited model is even more luxurious than the current Platinum
model of current Ford F Series
models. The interior features
leather two-tone seats, a suede
headliner and leather instrument
panel. The interior also features
hand finished dark ash wood trim.
Ford says it can tow up to 15 tons
powered by the 6.7 liter power
stroke turbo diesel V8, with a 6
speed automatic transmission.
Last year the 2017 Super Duty®
was the Truck of Texas and Motor
Trend Truck of the Year. Also on
display was the 2018 Ford F-150
with several models to look at.
Ford also displayed the new 2018
Expedition.
Fiat sported two new models to
enhance the Fiat line of fun cars

making their first appearance at
the State Fair of Texas.
The show is a competition for
touting the best of everything featured on the trucks. One of the
displays was the original tower
of power Ford has had for several
years. This year not to be outdone
RAM raised the height of their display and then across the way from
the RAM display, Toyota put up
an even higher tower with a truck
on top. This has become a battle
of titans in the Texas market.
Next up was Chevrolet; they
talked about their truck heritage
and two new special edition
models. A Silverado and a Colorado sporting a new color, slate
gray, and a new bow tie emblem.
In addition to the heritage they
touted all the J.D Power awards
they have received for the Chevrolet lines.
Nissan went all out and featured
a goat with the presentation of the
Titan and 2018 Armada Platinum
Reserve SUV. The Armada sports
an incredible new luxury interior.
Yes, a goat, the presenter talked
about his background and that’s
where the goat stepped in. The
presenter explained how Nissan
is very serious about the truck

continued on page 15

gift from his father was Michaels’
first key to his success.
-But Michaels always had a
passion for automobiles, classic
cars, and muscle cars.
He got together with friends,
Killer Shrimp clientele and others
whom have collector cars within
the Marina Del Ray community
and he started a free annual car
show, which has now grown to
four car shows a year. The Killer
Rides Car Show attracts a lot of
people, a lot of gorgeous cars,
and supports a great cause. All
donations and raffle proceeds
benefit the Life Rolls on Foundation, founded to both assist and
inspire young people affected by
any type of spinal cord injury.
Charitable Michaels also owns
other cars including a Corvette,
(always Chevy’s) which he loves

and is the proud owner of a ’67
Chevy Chevelle which Michaels
plans to have rebuilt for more
racing. “After some qualifying
events, I will enter it into SEMA
Show in Las Vegas by the year
2019,” Michaels said. SEMA is
a famous car show which draws
more than 60,000 international
buyers. Michaels said he’s all
about speed!
From Killer Shrimp to Killer
Rides Car Show, Kevin Michaels
really knows how to grab the bull,
or life, by the horns and ‘just do
it’. This was an inspiring interview for me --and I highly recommend the Killer Shrimp! For more
information on Killer Shrimp, or
Killer Car Rides Car Show, visit
http://www.killershrimp.com/ or
call 310.578.2293.
See you next time, millennials!
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Chevrolet Press Conference at Texas State Fair (photo
Harold Allen)
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2017 Cadillac CT6 Sedan is answer to European
and Asian Luxury Performance Sedans by Arv Voss
By Arv Voss
For those of you looking for an
American Luxury Performance
Sedan capable of competing
with the best that Europe and
Asia have to offer – Look no
more. The 2017 Cadillac CT6 is
a carryover from last year, but
it still ranks as ultimately able
to not only compete with, but to
clean the others clocks.
The Cadillac CT6 is not only
performance oriented, but it is a
full size 5-passenger sedan that
provides luxurious and comfortable transport for five at a midlevel price point (less in fact,
than many competitors). In addition, it is drop dead gorgeous
with contemporary, state-of-theart styling and technological
features, Cadillac’s Cue connectivity and the latest in safety and
driver aids.
There are four levels of trim – a
base model that starts at $53,795.,
a Luxury model, a Premium
Luxury model and the flagship
Platinum trim level. Standard
power is served up by a 2.0-liter,
DOHC, 16-valve Inline turbocharged 4-cylinder engine with
Direct Injection, VVT and Auto
Stop/Start. 265 horses are delivered at 5,500 rpm along with 295
pound feet of torque in a range
from 3,000-4,000 rpm. There’s
also a 3.6-liter V6 power plant
available that delivers 385 horse-

power along with 284 pound feet
of torque. Premium Luxury and
Platinum model buyers may also
opt for a 3.0-liter turbocharged
V6 with a 404 horsepower and
400 pound feet of torque. The
transmission is an 8-speed automatic that gears energy to either
the rear wheels or to all four at
extra cost.
The Cadillac CT6 debuted last
year and continues to set the bar
as the top luxury sedan in GM’s
fleet. It weighs roughly the same
as the Cadillac CTS sedan despite
the fact that it’s 8.5 inches longer.
The standard feature and equipment inventory is most impressive. Optional features that
enhance the driving experience
and safety are also available.
In the safety department, ABS
disc brakes, traction and stability
control, front seat side airbags,
front knee airbags and side curtain airbags are all CT6 standard
fare, as is a rearview camera,
OnStar with auto crash notification, on-demand roadside assistance, remote door unlocking and
stolen vehicle assistance.
In summation, the 2017 Cadillac CT6 is definitely not the old
land yacht “Caddy” of yore, but
rather a solid and athletically
agile executive class sedan with
power to spare even in the base
model. Steering response is positive and provides an on-center

2017 Cadillac CT6 Sedan (photo Arv Voss)
feel and the ride quality is both
comfortable and stable during
even spirited maneuvers.
Specifications
Base Price: $53,795.
Price as Tested: $54,790.
Engine Type and Size: 2.0-liter,
DOHC, 16-valve Inline Turbocharged 4-cylinder with Direct
Injection, VVT and Auto Stop/
Start.
Horsepower (bhp): 265 @
5,500 rpm
Torque (ft./ lbs.): 295 @
3,000-4,000 rpm

Transmission: 8-speed automatic.
Drive Train: Longitudinally
mounted front engine / RWD
Suspension: Front - Independent, Rear - Independent
Brakes: Power-assisted fourwheel Discs with ABS, EBD,
ESC, Stabiltrak and BA.
Tires: P235/50R18 all-season,
blackwall mounted on ***-spoke
alloy wheels.
Wheelbase: 122.4 inches
Length Overall: 204.1 inches
Width: 74.0 inches

Height: 58.0 inches
Curb Weight: 3,647 lbs.
Turning Circle: N/A
Fuel Capacity: 19.5 gallons
EPA Mileage Estimates: 22
mpg city / 30 mpg highway

Mazda CX-5 Test Drive
Report by David Schmidt
continued from page 3

eye horizontal, making it appear
wider.
Inside the center section is
higher and the gearshift knob sits
about two inches higher. From
inside you quickly notice the
smaller outside rearview mirrors
which make less wind noise, and
open up side visibility. I’m not
sure I can recall a time when a
side mirror blocked any view, but
that may just be me.
At least it sounds like progress,
and certainly does impact aerodynamics and cabin noise. The rear
belt line is slightly lower as well
and this will improve both visibility and cabin “openness” while
the rear window now becomes a
single piece of glass.
The interior is attractive and
modern, and is just different
enough from the mainstream to
remind owners and passengers
that Mazda is a company that
goes its own way. This is true in
how they drive, as well as how
they look.
The seven-inch display in the
middle of the dashboard is now
higher. That makes it easier –
and safer – to glance at it while
driving without as long a time
focusing, reading it and refocusing on the road.
The new CX-5 has Mazda
Connect, handling the connectivity needs which include all

the social networking activities
really good drivers always use
while they’re driving. At least
they do include hands-free phone
operation. I like that the car uses
SD cards for navigation, making
it easier to update maps and data,
and this does.
There is a 10-speaker Bose
sound system using Bose’s AudioPilot2, a system that adjusts for
ambient noise with the surroundsound system. While most people
buying these mid-sized and midpriced crossovers are often young
families who have more to worry
about than whether their stereo
sounds good, they are plenty glad
to listen to it, and this is a nice
system.
But for me what almost always
sets Mazda’s apart is the way
they drive, and that is true of this
car. The model I tested was the
CX-5 Grand Touring AWD. It
may be a crossover, the purpose
of which is to carry small families and empty nesters through
their appointed rounds. But that
doesn’t mean it can’t be enjoyable to drive.
For the CX-5 that means it
drives like a sedan, in spite of
its extra height. The steering
is just a little bit more precise,
the acceleration just a bit more
noticeable and the handling just
a bit more effective. This isn’t a

Mazda CX-5 (photo by David Schmidt)
big difference, but the CX-5 has
a MacPherson strut front suspension and multi-link rear which
match a car’s, and its rack-andpinion steering is equally quick
and responsive.
Add to this that the Mazda
CX-5 has vectoring control
which adjusts the engine torque
in response to steering wheel
action. The value to this is
controlling the load on each
wheel and therefore “helping”
the CX-5 around a corner. This
is more valuable in a sport ute,
since they have a higher center
of gravity and are more likely to

sway more than a car.
Its engine is a 2.5-liter fourcylinder producing 184 hp. and
185 lb.-ft. of peak torque. It sends
that power to all four wheels
through a six-speed automatic
transmission. City EPA mileage
rating is 24 mpg with 30 mpg
highway.
On the road, it gives you plenty
of feedback through the steering
wheel, and if you step on the accelerator it reacts quickly. These two
things are probably why it feels
like driving a car compared to
some of its competitors. When
you corner, it seems to stay flatter

and be more comfortable, there
is little nose dive when you press
upon the brake pedal and activate
the ventilated front and solid rear
disk brakes. You would need a lot
more power before these brakes
suffer in comparison.
The CX-5 has enough options
to let buyers choose their features,
including many electronic driver
assists and passenger conveniences that you would expect
on more expensive cars. For
those who don’t want additional
features, the CX-5 has a base
price of $21,795.
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Auto Group
luxury collection

2018 CTS-V sedan

ock
t
S
n
I
Now CTS-Vs
2018

Ultra-low Mileage lease for well-qualified lessees.

2017 XT5

Ultra-low Mileage lease for well-qualified lessees.

640hp / 3.7s / 200mph /8-SPEED
630LB-FT
OF TORQUE

0-60MPH

top track
speed

automatic

DOUG’S CADILLAC 17545 Aurora Ave N, Shoreline, WA 98133

$

429 / 36 /

PER MONTH

Months

$

4,859

Due at Signing
after all offers

30k miles per year

866-527-1744 Sales

www.dougs.com

Home of Doug’s exclusive valet service for all GM brands – If your daily schedule is making it difficult to get your vehicle in for service
or repairs, Doug’s offers Signature Valet pick up and delivery service to make your life easier. Whether you are bringing your car in for regular
maintenance or need some repairs, we will be happy to set you up with complimentary signature valet service.

339

$

DOUG’S LYNNWOOD MAZDA
(425) 774-3551 Phone

22130 Hwy, 99, Edmonds, WA 98026
www.dougs.com
(206) 523-3885 Seattle
(888) 827-0868 Toll Free

2017 Hyundai Santa Fe Sport

New s
Model

28
k
In Stoc

minimum of
$
6,500 OFF MSRP

/ mo
36/mo Lease

2017 Hyundai Ioniq

149

$

/ mo
36/mo Lease

DOUG’S HYUNDAI
20612 Highway 99, Lynnwood, WA 98063
www.dougs.com
(425) 774-9000 Phone
(206) 523-0138 Seattle
(888) 200-9994 Toll Free
Prices and Offers Subject to Change without Notice + Leases Subject to Credit Approval with information at Dealership
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CARS , STARS and films

Scott Eastwood
Stars in “Overdrive”
in theaters NOW

Omar Miller “Ballers” with Joyce Chow at Audi’s Rachel McCord with the Audi R8 V10 Coupe at Audi’s
pre-Emmy party 2017 at The Highlight Room, pre-Emmy party 2017 at The Highlight Room, Dream
Dream Hotel, Hollywood. (photo Joyce Chow)
Hotel, Hollywood. (Photo Joyce Chow)

Audi Supports
2017 EmmyAwards
continued from page 2

Tony Hale “Veep” and Julia
Louis-Dreyfus “Veep” were all
smiles as if they already knew
“Veep” would walk away with
five Emmy awards in 2017.
Rachel McCord, reminisced
about her Audi racing experience
at Sonoma Racetrack which “To
this day, that’s still one of my
favorite Hollywood experiences”
in her new book “Slay the Fame
Game”. I wonder what she would
say about Audi’s pre-Emmy
party.
Multi-Emmy award winning
producer Vincent De Paul shared
“Audi automotive has been so
supporter of actors and artists. I
particularly love the Audi TT.”
Omar Miller “Ballers” was one
of my big surprises for the evening.
Justin Hartley “This is Us” was
inseparable from fiance Chrishell
Stause “All My Children”. Milo
Ventimiglia “This is Us” was
very much alive and I kept thinking I might see Justin and Milo
together.
Madeline Brewer “Orange is
the New Black” and “The Handmaid’s Tale” turned heads in a
white constructed cocktail dress.
Other notables were the flutes
of champagne which greeted you
exiting the elevators but it was the
passed hor d’oeuvres that kept
everyone’s attention with Wagyu
beef sliders, spring pea hummus
on pita chip, truffle crab salad,
classic mozzarella pizza, crispy
tofu tacos, Yuzu cheesecake
spheres and peanut butter parfaits. There’s always a long line at
Audi’s photo booth, which everyone loves as it has been historically unique and gets you moving.
What’s hot next year? Just
follow Audi, they always seem to
know.
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Chevrolet Malibu
“test drive review”

Chevrolet’s latest Malibu is a
knockout. Drawing inspiration
from their larger Impala sedan,
the Chevy stylists crafted a design
that is sleek, aggressive looking
and a far cry from the previous
humdrum version.
The lowered hood and a steeply
raked windshield make the Malibu
look like it’s moving, even when
it’s sitting still. Up front, the grille
hugs the ground, the headlights
are shaped like cat eyes, and the
total look is slightly menacing.
At the other end, semi-fastback
styling provides a sporty touch,
reminiscent of the stylish Audi
A7. Multi-spoke alloy wheels, up
to 19-inches in diameter, add a bit
of muscle.
Moving inside the Malibu, a
low-mounted, two-tone, sculpted
dash grabs the eye. A large, integrated touchscreen sits smoothly
on the surface, rather than standing
upright and in the way. Most functions, like the optional navigation system, are easily managed
through the MyLink infotainment
system. (Although I wish there
were a dial to change stations on
the radio). Easy to reach knobs
and buttons below the touchscreen
adjust the air conditioning. Beyond
that, satellite controls on the
steering wheel (upscale models)
can handle most functions.
The 2017 Malibu is spacious and
comfortable. Front passengers get
up to eight seat adjustments, and
both seats optionally can be heated
or cooled. Rear passengers fare
better now than in the past, with
more legroom, thanks in part to
four inches of additional wheelbase in the platform. However,
very tall passengers may wish
they had a little more clearance
for their heads. The trunk, at 16.2
cubic-feet, will easily cope with
family vacation needs.
Chevy offers the Malibu in five
levels of trim, L, LS, LT, Premier
and Hybrid. (The new Hybrid will
be reviewed separately.) The LT
will likely be the most popular
version. It comes with a power
driver’s seat, larger alloy wheels
and satellite radio. Desirable safety
features, such as a blind-spot
monitor, forward collision warning
and rear cross-traffic alert can be
added via the Driver Confidence
package. Yet, if you want more
bells and whistles, the Premier fills
the bill with goodies like leather
upholstery, Bose audio and voiceactivated navigation.
In the power department, Chevrolet offers a choice of two turbocharged, four-cylinder engines on
the Malibu. The L, LS and LT get
a 1.5-liter mill that generates 160
horsepower. It’s teamed with a sixspeed automatic transmission. The
Premier is equipped with a 2.0-liter
power plant that pumps out a hefty
250 horses. It’s hooked up to a
new nine-speed gearbox. The 1.5
has an EPA rating of 31-mpg; the
two-liter averages 27. My test car
had the larger motor, and it felt
strong going up hills, even with
several passengers on board. The
transmission shifted smoothly,
but occasionally hesitated when
downshifting in passing situations.
Behind the wheel, the Malibu
handles competently on twisting
roads, as well as freeways. The
steering especially impresses with
its precision and excellent feel of
the road. I liked that it was taut,
without feeling heavy. Furthermore,
the Malibu displays good balance
when making rapid lane changes.

Visit: www.AutoNewsOnline.com

NHRA Museum

by Art Gould
Dreams can come true!   One
of the life-time wishes of Wally
Parks was that the history of hot
rodding and drag racing be preserved in the form of a museum
dedicated to these types of
motorsports. Wally Parks was
the founder of the National Hot
Rod Association (NHRA) that
promoted safe, organized competition with the emphasis on bringing drag racing from the streets to
race tracks.
Wally Parks was there at the
beginning of hot rodding. He
was active in forming enthusiast magazines like Hot Rod,
hitting newsstands in January
1948. Parks went on to formulate rules and safety requirements
that brought drag racing to safer
venues, always with safety as
the first requirement. Involving
police agencies from the beginning, the image of participants
from street hoodlums to young
people with a positive purpose
started an industry that has grown
through the years.
With the help of his friends,
Wally’s dream was realized.
Items were originally gathered
in a small industrial unit across
the street from the Pomona drag
strip, now the Auto Club Pomona
Raceway. In April 1998, the
museum formally opened with
nearly 50 cars and an enormous
memorabilia collection tracing
the rich history of the hot rod and
of course, drag racing.

Located in a dedicated building
at the Pomona Fairgrounds known
as the Fairplex, this 28,500 square
foot facility is located at 1101 W.
McKinley Ave. in Pomona, California.  The official name of the
museum was changed in 2003 to
the Wally Parks NHRA Motorsports Museum in honor of the
founder’s 90th birthday. In mid
2014 a major face lift brought the
museum up to modern standards.
Interactive displays, sculptures
and other important items helped
to tell the story of American hot
rodding.
The museum has been organized into sections that tell the
story of hot rodding’s origins,

street rods, lakes racing and
of course, drag racing. Many
collector cars are on display
with race cars, front and center.
Custom cars from the early
days, famous drag race cars, hot
rod push cars and more, challenge the memory of the people
that visit these very significant
displays.
Memorabilia and collectibles
range from pit badges, model
cars, early race programs, original wearables and photos give
life to the cars on display. It’s
easy to get an idea of what this
museum means to the people
that can’t seem to get enough of
the story that unveils in front of
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them. The biggest complement
comes from comments like, “hey
I remember that”. It is like you
were attending a race or car event
all over again.
The Wally Parks NHRA
Motorsports Museum is open
Wednesday thru Sunday from
10a.m. to 5 p.m. except major
Holidays. A fee for admission
is charged to help this 501 (C)
(3) organization to continue its
good and educational work. The
museum is the place to view and
learn about hot rods, customs,
race cars and speed records
with the West Coast’s role as the
historic center for their past and
present development.

National Automotive Museum - Reno, Nevada (photo Art Gould)

THE NEXT 2018 VOLT

AND ALL-NEW BOLT

THE BEST IN CLASS COLORADO
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McCormick’s
63rd
2017
Palm Springs
Auction
November
17-19th
This event is shaping up
to be one of the most interesting auctions with quite rare
and unusual early entries. The
McCormick family known for
running a very detailed event for
the past 31 years are attracting
cars from their database that
have not been on the revolving
auction circuit before.
A very rare 1936 Packard 1407
La Baron All Weather Cabriolet
(lot 349) of which only 622 were
produced and has actual 11058
recorded miles will be crossing
the block. The seller purchased
this car in the early 1970’s with
10480 miles and at the time
was informed it came from the
estate of Charlie Chaplin. At
time of this writing documentation is being traced to prove this
one way or another. It is a rust
free car with a strong running
V12 engine that was originally
installed. Needs just a few
cosmetic items to bring it to a #2
condition. Price range estimate
from the low $100’s to $150000.
Another of McCormick’s
customers “Back in the day”
went to school in his father’s
1954 Mercury Monterey Sun
Valley 2 dr hardtop. Very few
of the glass bubble tops were
produced. A few years back the
nostalgia of the early growing
up days brought him to want to
restore an identical vehicle. As
usually goes with these cases, he
got carried away with the project
and counting up the receipts realized he had over $100 thousand
invested, but that was ok as he
has the best in the world. Had his
fun driving it and health issues
force the sale now. This 1954
Mercury Monterey Sun Valley
will be crossing the block as lot
245.
For the Corvette collectors out
there McCormick’s has acquired
one of the most well restored and
correctly restored 1956 Corvette
Roadster on the market. This
nicely optioned California car
has the 225hp dual-quad engine,
Powerglide automatic transmission, power windows, Wonder
Bar radio, windshield washer
system, heater and amp as well
as defroster. It is rare to see a ’56
Corvette with the correct early
engine components, including
the dual-quad carburetors, the
rare oil pan with passenger
side dipstick, correct ignition
shielding, generator mounting
bracket and super-rare 2-bolt
exhaust manifolds. This beautiful classic 1956 Corvette was
presented the NCRS Top Flight
award in 2016.

Lot 349 1936 Packard LaBaron 1407 AW Cabriolet

McCormick’s Palm Springs Auction
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Audi Q5 2.0T
Quattro S
“Test Drive”

continued from page 7

styling as that of the exterior. The
cabin accommodates is room for
five adults to travel in comfort.
The rear split seat backs offer
angle adjustment for optimum
comfort, as well as folding flat to
accommodate varying passenger
and load requirements. Audi’s
MMI (Multi-media Information
system) showcases the latest
evolution of 3D navigation,
joystick control for navigation
map destination finding, updated
graphical clarity, SIRIUS artist/
title preview, SIRIUS trafficbased navigation, voice-based
destination input control, and
voice inputs such as “I’m
hungry,” “I need money,” “I need
gas” and “I need coffee” that will
point to closest options within
current vicinity.
Audi’s optional Drive Select
actually provides four vehicles
in one in the Q5. The system
controls the adaptive suspension,
dynamic steering, transmission
shift points, as well as engine
response. There are four operational modes within the system:
Comfort, Automatic, Dynamic
and Individual, which allows for
a customized response profile.

Visit: www.AutoNewsOnline.com
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SHOWCASE REVIEWS
HYUNDAI VELOSTER TURBO

Hyundai’s award winning
Veloster 3-door hatchback
is fun to drive and gets the
“thumbs-up” from other
drivers. The turbo model
model gives you extra HP.

BASE PRICE: $22,700
TYPE: 3-door hatchback
ENGINE: 1.6L Turbo
TRANS: 6-speed manual
HORSEPOWER: 201 hp
MPG: 25 city/33 hiway

MAZDA CX-5

JEEP RENEGADE TRAILHAWK

The compact 4-door SUV has
been a popular model for Jeep.
It’s priced right and offers
the off-road features the Jeep
customer is looking for.

BASE PRICE: $26,495
TYPE: 4-door SUV
ENGINE: 2.4-liter
TRANS: 9-speed AT
HORSEPOWER: 180 hp
MPG: 21 city/29 hiway

NISSAN TITAN SV

continued on page 21

Texas Fair
Automotive
Media Day

continued from page 9

and one was an SUV that will be
at the Texas Auto Writer’s Association (TAWA) Truck Rodeo this
year. Volkswagen displayed their
Tiguan SUV.
Toyota spoke about the $373
million it is investing in five
plants across the country and
their new Toyota HQ in Plano
Texas. They discussed the donation they are giving to the hurricane Harvey relief in Houston,
and the venues they now have
naming rights to in Texas. In
addition they spoke about the
new Camry and the RAV 4 and
Tacoma pickup. These two trucks
are dominating their categories
and increasing every year.
Continental, a parts manufacturer, demonstrated their future
innovations on a Ford F-150.
These innovations included a tail
gate that closes itself with a pinch
sensor that detects if there is an
object in the way when closing.
Other future features also include
the ability to lock and unlock the
truck with the ring on your finger
or with your belt buckle. Continental trailer options include the
ability to notify you if someone is
breaking into your vehicle or your
tire pressure is low. These additional features including checking
the lights on the trailer can be performed with a smartphone. The
imagination of these engineers is
unbelievable. A lot of vehicles in
the market have Continental parts
on them as they sell products
directly to manufacturers.
No doubt the State Fair of
Texas is a great place to look for
a new car or truck and just have
a great day with the family at the
greatest State Fair in the Nation.  

Mazda’s market share has
been growing and the
CX-5 SUV has contributed
to that growth. It fits in
nicely between the CX-3
and the larger CX-9

BASE PRICE: $29,395
TYPE: 4-door SUV
ENGINE: 2.5L SkyActiv
TRANS: 6-speed SkyActiv Drive
HORSEPOWER: 187 hp
MPG: 24 city/31 highway

TOYOTA HIGHLANDER

The Highlander ranks as one
of the best 3-row SUV’s on
the market today. Lots or
room, reliable, more than
enough power to pass on
your next road trip.

BASE PRICE: $41,150
TYPE: 4-door SUV
ENGINE: 3.5 L
TRANS: 8-speed AT
HORSEPOWER: 270 hp
MPG: 20 city/26 hiway

Nissan has been gaining
market share in the truck
segment. The Titan has been
carrying the load for Nissan
both on the road and in the
sales department.

BASE PRICE: $40,700
TYPE: Crew Cab
ENGINE: 5.6-liter
TRANS: 7-speed Automatic
HORSEPOWER: 390 hp
MPG: 15 city/21 hiway

VOLVO XC90 T8

This is Volvo’s top of
the line SUV packed
with options and fun
to drive. If your looking
for a luxury SUV we
suggest a test drive.

autonewsonline.com/showcase reviews

BASE PRICE: $69.900
TYPE: 4-door SUV
ENGINE: 2.0 liter Turbo
TRANS: 8-speed
HORSEPOWER: 400 hp
MPG: 25 mpg combined- gas
54 mpg combined-hybrid

16

Auto Show 2017

Visit: www.AutoNewsOnline.com

Fun To Drive Cars at Affordable Prices

Ride & Drive:

Fiat 500 offers Value with Economy

at

by Bill McCallum
I have never been a small car
guy, but test driving the Fiat 500
has changed my mind. The Fiat
500 is a “ fun-to-drive” small car
that competes with the BMW
Mini, Ford Fiesta, & Chevrolet
Spark.
The 1.4L 16 valve engine
mated with a 6-speed Automatic
Transmission helps deliver 27/
mpg city and 33/mpg highway

with 29 mpg average. With a $
14,995 base MSRP (as driven)
The Fiat 500 wins the “International Value and Economy”
award.
Some small car drivers are concerned about vehicle safety. The
Fiat 500 has the answer to those
concerns with 15 Safety Features
including; Advanced Multistage
Front Airbags, Supplemental
Front Seat-Mounted Side Air-

bags, Driver Inflatable Knee-Bolster Airbags, Front Seat Reactive
Head Restraints, LATCH Ready
Child Seat Anchor System,
4-Wheel Anti-lock Disc Power
Brakes, Electronic Stability Control, Hill Start Assist, Speed Control, Engine Immobilizer, and
more.
If you are a small car person
I suggest a test drive in the Fiat
500.

Volvo V60 Cross Country

Gold Mountain Golf Club

by Bill McCallum
This month’s Ride & Drive is
the Volvo V60 Cross Country T5
AW at Gold Mountain Golf Club,
Bremerton, WA. Gold Mountain
Golf Club has been rated as one of
the Top Ten Public Courses in the
U.S. by a number of national golf
magazines. Gold Mountain has
also been the home for a number
of National Amateur Tournaments
over the years.
There are two courses at Gold
Mountain, the Olympic and the
Cascade. From the Gold Tees
on the Olympic Course, you are
looking at 7,179 yards with a
rating/slope of 74.8/139. Blue
tees 6.505 yards with a rating/
slope of 71.9/135 and White tees
6,034 years with a rating/slope of
70.0/126. The Cascade course is
considered the easier and is the
shorter course.
Our ride to Gold Mountain
Golf Club was the all-new Volvo

V60 Cross Country T5 AW. First
and foremost, the Volvo V60 has
plenty of room for golf clubs. The
seats were very comfortable for
the short ferry ride from Seattle to
Bremerton and then a 15-minute
trek to Gold Mountain Golf Club.
With a 2.5L 5 Turbo producing
250 hp mated with a 6-speed Geartronic AT w/advanced QuickShift,
the Volvo V60 delivers 20 mpg/
City and 28 mpg Highway with
an average of 23 mpg.
The base MSRP of our test drive
model was 41K. Volvo is known
as a leader in vehicle safety, and
the V60 has 17 safety features,
including automatic breaking and
pedestrian-detection system.
The Volvo V60 offers three trim
lines T5 Drive-E, Cross Country
and T6-R design. They also offer
three engines and two transmissions, a 6-speed and an 8-speed.
I suggest a test drive whether
you are a golfer or not.

Fiat 500 (Photo Auto News)

Hyundai Veloster Takes Lead in “Thumbs-Up” Race
by Bill McCallum
The Hyundai Veloster has
moved into first place in the Auto
News “Thumbs-Up” contest. The
contest is based on the number
of “Thumbs-up” I get during
my one week test drive of a new
vehicle. New and different exterior designs create the “ThumbsUp” from on-lookers during my

weekly travels.
Exterior design has grown to
be one of the TOP REASONS to
buy a new vehicle according to
consumer surveys.
This sporty hatchback gives
the look and performance of a
sports car at an affordable price.
$ 22,800 as tested with an added
tech package at $ 2,700.

Hyundai Veloster (photo Auto News)

I found the Turbo M/T model
I tested not only had the powerto-pass but had the power to race
if you wanted to enjoy a day at
the track.
If your looking for fun-to-drive
car I suggest a test drive in a
Hyundai Veloster.

Volvo V60 Cross Country T5 (photo Auto News)
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Roy Robinson the Number One Winnebago Dealer in the West

A complete inventory of Class C Winnebagos

A complete inventory of Class A Winnebagos

Winnebago: The #1 Name in RVs
Every coach–from our smallest Class B to our toy hauler to our largest diesel-pusher model–is built to
Winnebago’s legendary construction standards. It’s a process developed and refined over more
than 50 years of building some of the strongest, most durable coaches in the industry. We invite you
to read more about the history of Winnebago and the lineup of quality motorhomes and towables.

Roy Robinson RV was founded
in the mid-80’s and has grown
to be the # 1 Winnebago dealer
West of the Mississippi. Located
in Marysville., WA. off of I-5 on
6 acres Roy Robinson RV has one
of the largest new and preowned
RV inventories in the NW.
Their MISSION STATEMENT
is: “At Roy Robinson we work
to grow our organization. We
do this by putting others ahead
of ourselves. Our mission is to
simply be the best in every area
of our business. We will provide
an exceptional customer experience, by being the best place to
work, and strongly supporting
our community.
• We deal honestly with every
customer every time
• We provide a friendly atmosphere to work and do business
• We do what we say we will do
• We do what is right, 100%
of the time, even when no one is
watching
• We want every customer to
be dealt with the future in mind
• We will provide the resources
to achieve all personal and professional goals...the sky is the
limit !
Our mission is quite simple,
when a customer leaves our
store, we want their experience
with each of our employees to
be so good, that there is no question that they will be back to do
business with us again in the
future. Our customers should be
our advertisers. We want them to
brag about us.”
With 17 techs, 3 service facilities, and 50 employees, Roy
Robinson RV is more than prepared to service your new or
pre-owned  RV. They feature the
complete lineup of Winnebago’s
including, Class A diesel, Class
A gas, Class B, Class C, Fifth
Wheelers, Travel Trailers, Toy
Haulers, and Specialty Vehicles.
They also have over 20 different
sources for financing.   Standard
warranties apply with extended
warranties availabe for purchase.
With the RV market expanding
as more younger buyers enter the
market Roy Robinson RV will be
moving to a new facility a few
miles North of their current location next fall. The Smokey Point
location will be off of I-5 on on
14 acres with 30 service bays and
more room for additional inventory.
If you are considering a RV we
suggest you visit Roy Robinson
RV located off I-5 in Marysville,
WA between Roy Robinson Chevrolet and Roy Robinson Subaru.
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AFTERMARKET

FCA U.S. Marks Opening of New Mopar Parts Distribution Center

• 400,000-plus
square-foot
Mopar Parts Distribution Center
(PDC) in Winchester, Virginia,
represents FCA US investment of
$12.2 million
• Winchester PDC employs
more than 70 workers over two
shifts and serves over 200 FCA
US dealers
• PDC to ship an estimated 9.2
million pieces annually
• Facility is first of two new
Mopar PDCs scheduled to open
in 2017 in U.S.
• Pietro Gorlier, Head of Parts
and Service (Mopar), FCA –
Global; Norwood Jewell, UAW
Vice President and Director of
the Chrysler Department; federal
and state government officials
and dealer representatives in
attendance to mark opening
• Mopar continues to expand
role as FCA US service, parts and
customer-care brand during 80th
anniversary celebration
FCA US celebrated the official
opening today of a new Mopar
Parts Distribution Center (PDC)
in Winchester, Virginia. The
400,000-plus square-foot facility
represents a $12.2 million investment by FCA US and more than
70 jobs over two shifts. It is also
the first of two new Mopar PDCs
scheduled to open in the U.S. this
year.
FCA US and UAW leadership
were joined by federal and state
government dignitaries and dealership representatives in marking the Winchester PDC grand
opening. Ceremony attendees
included Pietro Gorlier, Head of

Parts and Service (Mopar), FCA
– Global; Norwood Jewell, UAW
Vice President and Director of
the Chrysler Department; Mark
Bosanac, Director – NAFTA
Supply Chain Management and
Global Parts Supply Chain Management and Operations; Kevin
Farrish, President, Farrish Chrysler Dodge Jeep® Ram; Urooj
Mughal, representative for U.S.
Senator Tim Kaine; Dave Stegmaier, Director of Community
Outreach for U.S. Representative
Barbara Comstock; and Hayes
Framme, Virginia Deputy Secretary of Commerce and Trade.
“We are celebrating our 80th
anniversary in 2017, and throughout the years customer satisfaction has been and continues to
be the Mopar brand’s No. 1 priority,” said Pietro Gorlier, Head
of Parts and Service (Mopar),
FCA - Global. “This new Parts
Distribution Center builds upon
our mission, allowing us to more
quickly and efficiently serve our
dealers and customers, delivering
the parts they need, when they
need them. This is our 22nd PDC
in North America and we’ll continue to expand our distribution
network as the parts and accessories business keeps growing.”
“Today’s opening adds more
than 70 jobs to the Virginia
economy and makes the Mopar
brand’s delivery of parts to
dealers and consumers more efficient. FCA continues to grow,
which is a constant reminder
that the auto loans were a great
investment,” said Jewell.

A framed Congressional Record
statement issued by Congresswoman Comstock was presented
in honor of the official opening
of the PDC. A special Mopar
logo, featuring a commemorative
plaque and signed by all event
attendees, was also presented
to Winchester PDC employees
and management during the ceremony.
The new facility will handle
more than 50,000 total part numbers distributed to over 200 FCA
US dealerships, located primarily
in the Mid-Atlantic region. It will
ship approximately 9.2 million
pieces annually.
FCA US invested $12.2 million
in equipment for the Winchester
facility. In addition to the more
than 70 jobs created, FCA US is
also utilizing local resources for
assistance in areas such as janitorial services, facilities management and exterior building maintenance.
The Winchester operation
expands the brand’s current distribution network to 22 facilities
in North America, with more than
50 PDCs (including joint ventures) in operation worldwide.
The Winchester PDC was
launched under FCA World
Class Logistics methodology,
which establishes a synchronized supply chain that progressively eliminates waste through
the contribution of all employees
and the rigorous use of methods
and standards that promote an
approach of continuous improvement.

The facility will be LEED
(Leadership in Energy and
Environmental Design) certified. LEED, administered by the
United States Green Building
Council, is a comprehensive
system to define, measure and
validate green buildings.
Certification in the national
recognition program is based on
strict standards in five key areas:
site planning, water management,
energy, material use and indoor
environmental quality. As part
of the LEED initiative, the PDC
design incorporates more than 80
skylights, filtering in natural light
to the workplace.
In addition to the Winchester
PDC, FCA US has also announced
a $10.4 million investment in
a new Mopar PDC located in
Romulus, Michigan. That facility
will encompass 500,000 square
feet and more than 100 workers.
Construction is currently in progress on the Metro Detroit facility,
with a projected opening in 2017
fourth quarter.
Winchester PDC: Key Figures
2 Shifts
10 Inbound tractor-trailers
daily
24 Outbound tractor-trailers
daily
27 Acres (facility footprint)
70+ Employees
83 Skylights
200+ Dealers served
50,000+ Part numbers handled
400,000 Square-feet (PDC
size)
2.6 million+ Order lines
shipped annually

9.2 million+ Pieces shipped
annually
12.2 million FCA US investment (in dollars)
Mopar-First Features
During the brand’s 80 years,
Mopar has introduced numerous
industry-first features including:
• Vehicle-information
apps:
first to introduce smartphone
vehicle-information applications,
a new channel of communication
with consumers
• wiADVISOR: first to incorporate a tablet-based service lane
tool
• Electronic Vehicle Tracking
System (EVTS): first to market
with a new interactive vehicle
tracking device that sends owner
a text when vehicle is driven too
fast or too far based on pre-set
parameters
• Wi-Fi: first to offer customers
the ability to make their vehicle a
wireless hot spot
• Electronic owner manuals:
first to introduce traditional owner
manuals on a smartphone app.

LINE-X – a global leader in versatile protective coatings supporting over 650 partners worldwide
– announced a new industrial partnership with Curry Supply, leading manufacturer of high-quality
commercial service vehicles that

include several different types of
on and off-road work trucks used
in a variety of different construction, maintenance and service
trades.
• With a legacy more than 85
years in the making, Curry Supply

is now applying LINE-X protective coatings to numerous different exterior components to provide a nearly impenetrable barrier
against scratches, abrasions, harsh
chemicals and the elements.
• LINE-X coatings will help

extend the life of the vehicles
and enable enhanced customization options with color-matching
capabilities and other style preferences. Overall, Curry Supply
products will now continue to look
great after years of extreme conditions and hard work in the field. In
addition to using LINE-X on their
new vehicles, Curry Supply has
also incorporated LINE-X protective coatings into their commercial vehicle reconditioning and
restoration service.
“Curry Supply manufactures
some of the very best construction and service vehicles available
anywhere – and we believe that
the addition of extreme protection from the elements and harsh
conditions – makes them an even
more formidable force in the construction, maintenance and service
industries,” said Dennis Weese,
president of LINE-X. “Add in truly
unique style and customization
options – including color-matching
capabilities through a ‘hot process’– and Curry vehicles can now
even better serve clients’ needs
and preferences, while keeping
each vehicle looking and performing like new for years to come.
We’re excited that LINE-X can
be such a big part of taking Curry
Supply products to the next level.”
Some of Curry Supply’s vehicles now available with LINE-X
protective coatings include:
• On and off-road water trucks

• Mechanics trucks
• On and off-road fuel and lube
trucks
• Crash attenuator trucks
• Vacuum trucks
• Winch trucks
• Dump trucks
• Lube skids
“When I was introduced to the
LINE-X product, the opportunity to make our vehicles more
resilient to tough conditions and
elements, immediately came to
mind,” said Jason Ritchey, president and owner of Curry Supply.
“We are thrilled with what
LINE-X coatings do to make our
products even more compelling
– including extended vehicle life
and the ability for us to customize
colors and surfaces. Even more,
the continued support, training
and customer service that LINE-X
has provided us has been secondto-none.”
As a leading manufacturer of the
industry’s most resilient protective
coatings, LINE-X offers its industrial and manufacturing customers
an extremely wide variety of different polyurethanes, and polyureas to ensure the perfect coating
is used for each individual industrial application. LINE-X is also a
leader in providing state-of-the-art
training and world-class support to
all of its industrial clients.
For more information, contact
LINE-X public relations at 310374-6177 or media@linex.com.

Line-X to Enable Extreme Impact and Weather
Resistance for Curry Supply Commercial Vehicle Line-Up
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TECHNOLOGY
VR Motion Places You in the Drivers Seat Virtually Anywhere

Keith Maher, VR Motion founding partner gives instruction to a client in their
studio (photo VR Motion)

VR Motion takes you to any track in the world (photo VR Motion)

VR Motion Places You
in the Drivers Seat
Virtually Anywhere

Coming Soon! A Holiday Car Show!

Wind whipping through your
hair, engine roaring, and the
unforgettable surge of power as
you put pedal to the medal in your
1962 Italian GTO and cross the
finish line as a Le Mans winner.
As you pull off your helmet and
step out of your virtual reality
(VR) simulator you wonder, was
it really all in your head? After all,
this is your 20th run across the
finish line and muscle memory
doesn’t lie.
From Le Mans and the Indianapolis 500 to Daytona and the
Pikes Peak International Hill
Climb, the world’s most iconic
driving experiences are accelerating amazing test drive opportunities—and boosting showroom sales—thanks to VR-based
technology. Today, virtual reality
platforms built by companies like
racecar driver Dominic Dobson’s VR Motion, are delivering
the most realistic, customizable
and accessible driving simulations ever created. Dominic
knows first-hand the realism
and experience that comes with
VR. He trained in a simulator for
Pikes Peak in 2015, and crossed
the finish line at a stunning 10
minutes and 15 seconds, taking
Rookie of the Year honors and
winning the Unlimited class.
Finding ways to turn VR testdrives into sales has showrooms
and automakers alike looking
hard for innovative VR solutions.
At the cutting edge of innovation are integrated platforms like
VR Motion’s, delivering a fully
immersive combination of visual,
audio and physical sensations.

Since VR Motion’s launch in
2016, the company has partnered
with Intel and landed Honda as a
VR test-drive client. Earlier this
year, General Motors chose the
company to participate in a VC
accelerating seed program.
GM, Honda and other carmakers are recognizing the powerfully immersive brand experiences that VR make possible.
VR Motion’s platform offers integrated showroom test-drives that
customers can customize for any
make or model, and any road or
weather condition. They can then
hop into the simulator and go for
a spin without ever physically
leaving the store or kiosk, despite
what their senses may tell them.
Looking under the hood, the
technology offers data analytics
for evaluations and future marketing. The small footprint scales
to fit into almost any new auto
retail paradigm, from showrooms
to trade show floors. For those
who want to stay ahead of the
curve, VR Motion offers turn-key
licensing subscriptions—a great
way for OEMs and dealers to testdrive the technology and prepare
for the exciting twists and turns
in the road ahead.
To learn more about VR
Motion visit www.vrmotioncorp.
com.
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2018 Audi Q5 2.0T
Firestone Launches Winter Tires Pirelli
Premium Plus
Partners
Quattro “Test Drive Report”
with Fisker
on New
“Emotion”
Vehicle Launch
continued from page 15

SUMMARY: The 2018 Audi
Q5 2.0T Premium Plus Quattro is
outfitted with the latest in top-ofthe-line safety equipment as part
of its standard inventory. Other
technological features and equipment abound in the Q5 as well –
things like ABS, ESP, etc.
Acceleration is outstanding
and the dynamic steering is truly
dynamic, with instantaneous
response to driver input. The
ride quality is both smooth and
comfortable while still being
firm enough to transmit road
feedback. The handling is indeed
sporty and nimble.
The Q5 strikes the perfect
chord in terms of size – it is larger
than the A4 Avant, but smaller
than the Q7. The Panorama
sunroof should satisfy the most
avid sun worshiper, with its vast
open aperture, and the front seats
are infinitely adjustable in addition to being heated.
In the final analysis, the Audi
Q5 2.0T is more wagon-like than
SUV or Crossover-like, though
it is equally suited to on or offpavement driving scenarios.
The Q5 is built in Ingolstadt,
Germany, alongside the Audi A4
and A5.
SPECIFICATIONS:
2017
Audi Q5 2.0T Quattro S tronic
Premium Plus
Base Price: $41,500.
Price as Tested: $52,700.
Engine Type and Size: 2.0 liter,
DOHC, 16 Valve with Audi
Valvelift system, turbocharged
TFSI inline 4-cylinder.
Horsepower (bhp): 252 @ 5,0006,000 rpm

Torque (ft./ lbs.): 273 @  rpm
Transmission: 7-speed S tronic
automatic.
Drive Train: Longitudinally
mounted front engine / quattro®
permanent all-wheel drive.
Suspension: Front - Five-link
independent axle with electronically controlled hydraulic gasfilled shock absorbers and steel
springs.
Rear - independent axle with
electronically controlled hydraulic
gas-filled shock absorbers and steel                                                                         
springs.
Brakes: Power-assisted fourwheel vented discs with ABS,
EBD, and ESP and brake booster.
Tires: Continental CrossContact Cross LX Sport 255/45 R20
101H M&S mounted on 5-Trispoke silver painted alloy wheels.
Wheelbase: 111.0 inches
Length Overall: 183.6 inches
Width: 84.3 inches-with mirrors
Height: 65.3 inches
Curb Weight: 4,045 lbs.
Turning Circle: 38.4 ft.
Fuel Capacity: 18.5 gallons
EPA Mileage Estimates: 23 mpg
city / 27 mpg highway
Drag Coefficient:  0.32
0 - 60 mph: 5.9 seconds TopTrack Speed=130 mph electronically limited

Bridgestone Americas, Inc.
(Bridgestone) announced the
release of its next-generation
Firestone Winterforce 2 tire for
cars and minivans, and its Firestone Winterforce 2UV tire for
crossovers, SUVs and pickup
trucks. Built to deliver longlasting winter performance* at
a great value, the next generation Firestone Winterforce 2 and
Winterforce 2UV tires feature a
special coldweather compound
for better grip in wintry conditions.*
“The Firestone Winterforce 2
and Winterforce 2 UV tires are a
great choice for practical-minded
drivers looking for dependable
winter performance season after
season,” said Erik Seidel, president, consumer replacement tire
sales, U.S. and Canada, Bridgestone Americas Tire Operations.
“We focused on taking our legendary Firestone Winterforce
offering to the next level. The

result is an affordable, long-lasting,* nextgeneration line of tires
that dig into snow and slush and
offer reliable grip in winter driving conditions.”
Certified with the 3-Peak
Mountain Snowflake designation, the Firestone Winterforce
2 and Winterforce 2UV tires
feature a redesigned, full-depth
tread pattern and open shoulder
slots for increased snow performance. Additionally, every tire
in the Firestone Winterforce tire
line is studdable. The Firestone
Winterforce 2UV tire offers 14
percent more coverage of crossovers, SUVs and pickup trucks
than its predecessor.
Available in 52 sizes, the Firestone Winterforce 2 and Winterforce 2UV tire are backed by the
Firestone 30-Day Buy and Try
Guarantee.**
To learn more, contact an
authorized Firestone tire dealer
or visit FirestoneTire.com.

Pirelli announced recently that
it is working with Fisker Inc.
to create advanced low rolling
resistance tires for the new Fisker
EMotion luxury electric vehicle,
set to launch in late 2019.
Pirelli will develop summer
P Zero tires in the following
sizes for the Fisker EMotion:
285/35R24 (F) and 305/35R24
(R). The focus of this development will be on low rolling resistance, spirited handling and extra
comfort due to tall sidewalls.
“This new partnership with
Fisker Inc. underscores Pirelli’s commitment to innovation
from the track to the street, seen
through our cutting edge technology applications and global
motorsport investment. So we are
thrilled to support Fisker Inc. with
these fitments on the EMotion
and align in our common goal
of pushing the boundaries of
premium driving performance,”
said Pierluigi Dinelli, CEO and
Chairman of Pirelli Tire North
America.
The AWD sedan features a
range of more than 400 miles,
hardware to support fully autonomous driving, fast-charging
of 125 miles in 9 minutes and
internet connectivity enabling
automatic updates to be streamed
directly to the vehicle. Created by
prominent automotive designer,
Henrik Fisker – renowned for
past work on iconic creations
like the BMW Z8, Aston Martin
DB9, VLF Force 1, Karma and
more – the EMotion also features never-before-seen design
elements that reflect the brand’s
supercar DNA.
“Our goal is to make the best
handling electric sports sedan
on the planet, with the most
comfortable ride, and Pirelli is
essential to achieve our goals,”
said Henrik Fisker, chairman
and CEO of Fisker Inc. “Pirelli
is world famous for designing
some of the highest performing
tires on the market. Incorporating
their low-rolling resistance technology into the EMotion really
completes the equation where
groundbreaking supercar design
elements and technology meet
the very best in performance.”
The tires will be produced in
Rome, Georgia, strengthening
Pirelli’s ‘local for local’ approach
in North America. Fisker is also
exploring utilizing the Pirelli
Noise Cancelling System and
connected
tire
technology
features.
The Fisker EMotion will start
at $129,900, and is slated for
production in the United States.
Pirelli social media hashtags:
#pirelliusa #pirelli #pzero
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BROOKS - BIDDLE AUTOMOTIVE
SALES & SERVICE
Brooks-Biddle Automotive has been
located in Bothell since 1966 (48 years).
The full-service facility is located on 3.9
acres on Bothell Way. With 25 employees
and GM and Suzuki training techs with
120 years of combined experience, quality
service is always provided. Brooks-Biddle
works on all makes and models, specializing in Chevrolets, GM and Suzuki
models. They offer A/C Delco service,

U.S.A. OF YESTERDAY

with the service department open from 7:30
a.m. to 5:30 p.m. M-F.
The Biddle family are charter members of
the Washington State Auto Dealers Association (WSADA). Serving the entire Northwest,
Brooks-Biddle offers a large inventory of preowned cars and trucks. John Biddle said, “We
care and serve the needs of our customers.”
See the Brooks-Biddle Automotive ad in the
Auto News Service Directory.

U.S.A. of Yesterday is a unique business
that specializes in the brokerage of special
interest automobiles from the ‘30s, ‘40s,
‘50s and ‘60s. Located in a restored 1940s
Premier Auto Dealership in downtown
Tacoma. U.S.A. of Yesterday recreates
the exciting era of the ‘30s through ‘60s.
The dealership, an architectural showplace, complete with large circular glass
showrooms and turntables for the cars,
is a true essence of the past. U.S.A. of

Yesterday. The company specializes in
antique, classic and collector car sales,
consignment sales, financing, classic
vehicle insurance, on-site appraisal,
service department, nostalgic decorator
items, site rental for parties, auto detail
service and both private and public tours.
If you are an auto buff or have an interest
in old cars, be sure and stop by for a tour.
Look for the U.S.A. of Yesterday ad in the
AUTO NEWS service directory.

AUTOMOTIVE SALES
SALES &
AUTOMOTIVE
& SERVICES
SERVICES

BOOKS 4 CARS

FOREIGN CAR SERVICE

AUTOMOTIVE SERVICE - NEW LOCATION

EUROPEAN CAR REPAIR

INDOOR KART RACING

ALIGNMENTS & ACCESSORIES

WHEELS & TIRES

MUFFLERS

CLASSIC CAR INSURANCE

You
Can Buy
You Can Buy
This
Space
This Space
for
for $40/mo.
$40/mo.

(206) 998-1247
www.AutoNewsOnline.com
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European Car Authority

DAISYWAGEN Foreign Car Service Ltd.
Daisywagen-Foreign Car Service Ltd.
is owned by Larry Dreon and managed
by Candace Hopkins. Daisywagen is
the premier independent Volvo service
specialist in the Northwest. With six
employees and seven service bays,
Daisywagen can work on 20 to 25 cars
a day.
With over 130 years of combined
auto service experience and the majority

of that experience working on Volvos,
appointments are suggested. Daisywagen
is open 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through
Friday, and towing is available.
All work is guaranteed for 24 months, and
Daisywagen serves the entire Northwest.
Look for the Daisywagen Foreign Car
Service Ltd. ad in the Auto News Service
Directory.

CLASSIC, ANTIQUE, HOTROD SALES

European Car Authority, Inc. has been
repairing and maintaining European cars
since 1995. The owner/technician, Ken
Seaton, is committed to ensuring that
ECA customers receive quality service
coupled with integrity. Ken has 30 years
experience working on European cars, as
well as factory training. Their four-bay
shop in Redmond is equipped with the
latest technology and newest generation
of computerized diagnostics scanners,
tools and equipment for Mercedes-Benz,

EXTREME RACING CARS

Saab, Audi, Land Rover, BMW, Porsche,
VW, Mini Cooper and Volvo. The certified
technicians/European Car specialists will
walk you through the recommended repairs
addressing all of your concerns, as well as
receiving authorization before any work is
started. They pledge to go that extra mile
to ensure your complete satisfaction. They
are open from 7 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday
- Friday and provide a morning drop-off
courtesy shuttle within a five mile radius
of their shop.

WE PAY CASH FOR CARS

HOT RODS & COLLECTOR CARS
EUROPEAN CLASSIC CAR SERVICE

AUDIO & ACCESSORIES

FOREIGN CAR SERVICE

ANTIQUE BOATS FOR SALE

UPHOLSTERY & CONVERTIBLE TOPS

You Can Buy
This Space
for $40/mo.
(206) 484-6529
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VEHICLE/VESSEL LICENSING

AUTO & MARINE DETAIL
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Biggs Eastside Automotive
Conveniently located at 12700 Bel-Red
Rd. in Bellevue, Washington, Biggs Eastside can serve the entire Seattle metropolitan area. They specialize exclusively
in Land Rover and Range Rover service,
and you can expect the best quality of
service available for Land Rovers in the
entire northwest.
The shop has an Autologic diagnostic
system with all the latest software, capable
of everything the Dealer’s TestBook can

airbag service

do and more, even on the newest models.
Unlike many independent shops, they also
carry a full line of factory equipment and
replacement parts. All the technicians are
Land Rover factory, ASE and ASA certified.
Biggs Eastside is truly the “dealer alternative.” For more information, log onto
www.biggsrovers.com and look for the
Biggs Eastside Automotive ad in the Auto
News Service Directory.

AUTOMOBILE REPAIR & SERVICE

Locally owned and operated, Airbag
Service® has been leading the automotive
safety industry since 1992 with their
expertise and service. Airbag Service®
offers a wide array of services from
repairing, maintaining, and inspecting
airbag systems, to complex electrical
system repairs and trouble-shooting airbag
warning lights and complete diagnostics.
Airbag Service® is a full-service mobile
sublet to their wholesale customers across
the Puget Sound Region, and has a centrally
located retail shop in Bellevue for vehicle
owners and short notice diagnostic services.

MOTORCYCLE SALES & SERVICE

At Airbag Service® they understand that
buying a used car can be a stressful process,
which is why they proudly offer full vehicle
safety inspections. Airbag Service’s top
priority is the quality of the work they do
and safety of the individuals who are in
the vehicles. On top of being the Pacific
Northwest’s leading airbag experts, Airbag
Service® specializes in top tier electrical
repairs. Airbag Service® technicians are
able to track down hard to find connectors,
and make high quality detailed repairs to
wire harnesses that might otherwise need
to be replaced.

CLASSIC CAR INSURANCE

WESTLUND AUTOMOTIVE
North Seattle
927 N. 126th

$69.95
LUBE - OIL - FILTER CHANGE - CAR WASH
POLISH AND WAX VEHICLE EXTERIOR
Restrictions apply
AUTOMOTIVE SERVICE

AIR BAG SERVICE & DIAGNOSIS

USED TIRES - NEW LOCATION

ACCOUNTING & TAX SERVICE
Steven B. Bishop, CPA, CVA, CFF
Principal

Get great advice from
CPA’s who like cars as
much as you do.

206.613.0240 direct
sbishop@badermartin.com
1000 Second Ave. 34th Floor
Seattle, WA 98104

Certified Public Accountants + Business Advisors

EVENTS & CATERING

You
Buy
You Can
Can Buy
This
Space
This Space
for $40/mo.
$40/mo.
for

(206) 998-1247
www.AutoNewsOnline.com

DOUG (425) 417-3565
Howard Kullman (206) 518-8822
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A Photo Review - “30 YEARS” - Eastside Auto News, THEN
Puget Sound Auto News, THEN Northwest Auto News, THEN
Auto News ofAmerica, THEN GlobalAuto News, and Still Growing!

June 2003 Issue of Auto News helps promote the U.S. Introduction of the Mini
(photo Auto News)

For 30 Years Auto News has created a FREE Mailing List of Auto
Enthusiasts the OLD FASHIONED WAY (photo Auto News)

Subaru of America, Inc. Reports Record September Sales

• Record September - monthly
sales increase 0.4 percent over
September 2016
• 70 consecutive months of
yearly month-over-month growth
• Best September ever for
Crosstrek and Impreza
• 43 consecutive months of
more than 10,000 Outbacks sold
• 50 consecutive months of
more than 10,000 Foresters sold
Subaru of America, Inc.
reported 55,120 vehicle sales for
September 2017, a 0.4 percent
increase over September 2016.
The automaker also reported
year-to-date sales of 478,848
vehicles, a 7.2 percent gain over
the same period in 2016.
September marked the 43rd
consecutive month of 40,000+

vehicle sales for the company.
Crosstrek and Impreza sales were
notably strong as each model
achieved its best September ever.
BRZ also enjoyed gains over
September 2016. Crosstrek sales
for September 2017 increased
51.2 percent over the same month
in 2016 and marked the second
time that Crosstrek has topped
12,000 units in a month.
“Subaru sales continue to
expand despite the overall decline
in the market,” said Thomas J.
Doll, president and chief operating officer, Subaru of America,
Inc. “The Subaru franchise is
on-track to achieve its ninth
consecutive year of record sales
in 2017.”
“September marks 70 consecu-

tive months of yearly monthover-month growth for our organization and our retailers,” said
Jeff Walters, senior vice president
of sales, Subaru of America, Inc.
“Traffic to our retailers remains
strong and it is encouraging to
see sales of the all-new Crosstrek
continue to grow,” added Walters.
Also in September, the 2017
Impreza was named to Wards
10 Best User Experience list
for intuitive and effective interior features including connectivity, infotainment, controls and
driver-assist technology as well
as overall value. WardsAuto, a
leading provider of automotive
reporting and insights, evaluated
23 vehicles for the 2nd annual
competition. The vehicles were

tested and rated by editors on
their ability to enhance an individual’s lifestyle and make technology easy to use.
About Subaru of America, Inc.
Subaru of America, Inc. (SOA)
is a wholly owned subsidiary of
Subaru Corporation of Japan.
Headquartered at a zero-landfill
office in Cherry Hill, N.J., the
company markets and distributes Subaru vehicles, parts and
accessories through a network
of more than 620 retailers across
the United States. All Subaru
products are manufactured in
zero-landfill production plants
and Subaru of Indiana Automotive, Inc. is the only U.S. automobile production plant to be
designated a backyard wildlife

www.subarupuyallup.com

habitat by the National Wildlife
Federation. SOA is guided by
the Subaru Love Promise, which
is the company’s vision to show
love and respect to everyone,
and to support its communities and customers nationwide.
Over the past 20 years, SOA has
donated more than $120 million
to causes the Subaru family cares
about, and its employees have
logged more than 40,000 volunteer hours. As a company, Subaru
believes it is important to do its
part in making a positive impact
in the world because it is the right
thing to do.

888.873.5262
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Lexus IS 350 F
Sport “Test Drive
Report”
by Bill McCallum
The Lexus IS series has been
an all time best seller for Lexus.
The luxury sedan comes in 6 trim
lines; 200t, 200t F Sport, 300,
300 F Sport, 350,and the 350 F
Sport. Base MSRP for all trim
lines range from $ 37,325 to $
43,035 with extra options available. Engine options available
in the lineup include; a 2.0-liter
4 turbo (241 hp), a 3.5-liter V6
(255 hp) and a 3.5 lite V6 (306
hp)
The IS 350 F Sport I tested
had the 3.5 liter V6 24-valve,
dual overhead cam DOHC Direct
Injection engine, with   Variable

Valve Timing and  mated with  an
8-speed automatic transmission
with Steering Wheel Mounted
Paddle Shifters. The IS 350 F
Sport is not only fun to drive,
but it is also loaded with safety
features included in the standard
Lexus Safety System. The Lexus
Safety System includes; PreCollision w/Pedestrian Detection, High Speed-Dynamic Radar
Cruise Control, Lane Departure
Alert w/Steering Assist & Intelligent High Beam Headlamps.
If you are in the market for a
Luxury 4-door sedan the IS 350
F Sport should be on your  “must
see list.”

Lexus IS 350 F Sport (photo Auto News)

With the new car brands that the O’Brien
Auto Group has, like a Portland Kia dealership
and a Toyota-Scion dealersip, we take in a
bunch of quality trade-ins every day. Our
customers are constantly trading up to a
new vehicle leaving us with a tremendous
selection of well-maintained, one-owner
pre-owned vehicles--many still with factory
warranties including Certified Pre-Owned.
Stop by one of our stores or shop us online.
From commuters to luxury,
we’ve got what you’re looking for!
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Mecum Dallas Collector Car Auction Reaches More Than $22.2 Million
Mecum Dallas Collector-Car
Auction Reaches More Than
$22.2 Million
Private Collections Take Center
Stage and Bring Strong Sales
Bidders honed in on the 10
impressive private collections
that took to the auction block at
the recent Mecum Dallas 2017
classic- and collector-car auction
held at the Kay Bailey Hutchison
Convention Center. The collection buzz made for intense
bidding,
which
contributed
heavily to the auction’s strong
overall sales totals of more than
$22.2 million. In four days of
auction, 610 of the 865 vehicles
offered were hammered sold
for an excellent 70-percent sellthrough rate.
The main-attraction Bruce
Church and Kingston collections
certainly lived up to their statuses
with impressive sales across
the board. Four of the Church
cars landed among the top 10
sales, and in all, the collection
brought more than $2.4 million in
hammer sales with 97 percent of
the vehicles in the 33-car collection finding new owners. The
Kingston Collection of 19 cars at
no reserve also did exceedingly
well with the 1970 Plymouth
Superbird (Lot F203) coming
in as the fourth-highest seller
at $215,000. The auction’s top
seller was a 2006 Ford GT (Lot
S98.1) that brought $270,000.
The complete top 10 sales at
the Dallas 2017 auction include

(individual prices do not include
buyer’s premiums):
1. 2006 Ford GT (Lot S98.1) at
$270,000
2. 1934 Packard Eight 1101
Coupe Roadster (Lot S71) at
$260,000
3. 2005 Mercedes-Benz SLR
McLaren (Lot S133.1) at $245,000

4. 1970 Plymouth Superbird
(Lot F203) at $215,000
5. 2009 Ferrari 599 GTB
Fiorano (Lot S111) at $175,000
6. 1969 Chevrolet Yenko Camaro
(Lot S136.1) at $175,000
7. 1940 Ford Deluxe Coupe
Street Rod (Lot S83) at $160,000
8. 1958 Chevrolet Corvette Resto

Mod (Lot S114) at $160,000
9. 1934 Ford 3-Window Coupe
Street Rod (Lot S82) at $150,000
10. 1932 Packard Eight 902
Coupe (Lot S87) at $150,000
For access to complete
auction results, sign up for the
free InfoNet service offered at
Mecum.com. Mecum’s next

collector-car auction is this Sept.
21-23 in Louisville with an
anticipated 700-vehicle lineup
featuring American muscle cars,
Corvettes and more. For more
details on upcoming auctions, to
consign a vehicle or to register as
a bidder, visit Mecum.com or call
(262) 275-5050.

2006 Ford GT on Auction Block (photo Mecum)

www.132slotcar.com

ScaleRacing Center
All the fun of motor racing
without any of the risk

We sell a full line of 1:32 & 1:24 scale Slot Cars and Slot Car Racing Sets.
Visit our Web Site for more information on Slot Car Racing, or call us at
1-253-255-1807 or 1-253-564-1445.
We also set up tracks for hire for Car Shows and other Events.
We have hosted Slot Car Events for charity at the Indy 500, Rennsport
Reunion, Pepsi 400 and can set up anywhere you want a fun event.
●
●
●
●
●
●

3723 S Lawrence St
Tacoma, WA 98409
(253) 564-1445
(Across from Griot’s Garage)

Family fun.
Great for shows and entertainment.
Corporate Events, birthday parties.
Safe environment for shows wanting families to attend.
Educational, interactive, team building.
www.facebook.com/ScaleRacingCenter
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