Put your money where your mouth is.  

The proof is in the pudding.  

The world is changed by your example, 


not your opinion. 

Be careful of people who's words don't match their actions. 

I'd rather have someone show that they care, 


than say it.  

Or as the one in my study says, 


“You can preach a better sermon with your life 



than with your lips.”  

All of theses 


and hundreds more sayings like them 



are riffs on what James is trying to tell us in our passage today.  

Words alone are not enough.  

Faith alone is not enough.  


If your faith is not changing the way you live your life, 



your faith is dead.  


If there are not deeds that go with what you believe, 



then your faith is dead.

I was on a board of an organization at one point, 


with a number of people who regularly said, 



“I love this organization 



and want to do everything I can to keep it alive.”  

I had no doubt that they did feel that way.  


The problem was, 



they did not support the organization financially. 


 They came to the monthly board meetings 



and talked about the organization.  


One issue we talked about regularly 



was the lack of money.  

But when the records were checked, 


the majority of the board was not giving financially.  

As James predicted, 


their faith was not enough to sustain the organization.  

Without the accompanying action, 


the organization died.

Talk is good.  

Talk has it's place.  


It is how ideas and concepts are shared.  

Thinking and reading can expand your world.  

But all the conceptual ideas 


don't become reality 


until they are put into practice.  

We celebrate and worship a God 


who was able to create with the spoken words.  

God spoke 


and there was light and darkness.  

But God speaking 


caused things to happen, 


the world was changed after God spoke. 

God did not say, 


“I wish the water would be separate from the dry land, 



because then you could walk 



and not always swim.”  
God said, 


“Let the water under the sky be gathered to one place, 


and let dry ground appear.” 



And it was so.  


Deeds issued forth from God's words.

This continued with Jesus.  


I am sure the disciples had said while boating in the storm, 



“I wish these wind and waves would calm down. 



 This would be a lot easier to get across 




without the rough seas.”  


But it was only when Jesus said,



 “Peace, 



Be still.” 




Did the wind and waves cease.  

Mary and Martha wished that Lazarus was still alive.  

But it was only when Jesus said, 


“Lazarus, come out of the tomb.”  



did Lazarus find himself resuscitated.  

Our faith has the power of Jesus at its core.  

Our faith has the Holy Spirit at work in it 


just like Jesus did.  

So did the believers in Jame's church in Jerusalem 


and those believers scattered across the land.  

But James has obliviously heard about them talking 


about brother and sisters in need, 



and then watched them not doing anything 




to take care of their physical needs.  

I realize there are times when we are separated 


and can not do anything immediately.  


But there are also times when we can.  

Sometimes, 


we might not be able to do anything more 



than listen to their plight.  


If that is where you are at, 



then do that.  

But we are Alaskans.  


So if you do not currently have at least a weeks worth of food in your house, 



you have not been in Skagway very long.  


At some point, 



the barge will not come, 



or some other thing that doesn't happen down south will occur, 




and you will have to go a week with what you have.  



So we all have food we can spare for a few days.  


We have all seen the piles of clothes each spring at the Rec Center Sale.  



Most of us have some clothes to spare.  


And most years, 



at this point in the year, 




we are all like the bears, 



getting our stockpile ready 




to make it through the winter hibernation 




and ready to welcome Spring in a few months.  
But this winter will be different.  


This winter, 



there will be plenty of opportunity to put our deeds behind our faith.  

Last  Sunday afternoon, 


I posted a Food Bank notice on various Skagway sites.  

In the days since, 


there have been 24 requests for food assistance.  

Thankfully, 


from our 



and the other churches faithful stewardship, 


the food drive this summer, 


and the $125,000 grant from the city CARES Act funding, 



we have been able to not just wish people well, 




but assist them in getting the food they need.

For the coming months, 


most should make it by okay food wise 


and we have coats if those are needed.  

But COVID has brought another aspect to this life of faith.  


We need the fellowship, 


the human interaction, 


the friendships in our life still, 



which seem stifled on every turn.  

But I have also seen great ingenuity, 


as people tried to figure out how to provide what is needed.  



Senior Lunch has gone all delivery.  



I am assuming the Tuesday TuTu Fairies will reappear here soon.  



Saturday Morning Senior Coffee happened at Temsco from the cars.  


This summer



I have seen some of you out walking with people who needed support 




while keeping 6 feet of distance 





when the Shelter in Place Order was not in effect.  


You all are watching this online again.  



Our willingness to face the issues 




and help our brothers and sisters 



causes our faith to grow.  

We talked about the good soil recently.  


Look at what it takes for soil to be good.  



It needs to be broken up, 




churned, 




worked over, 



have the rocks and weeds pulled out of it.  


It does not get to be left alone.  

Good soil has fertilizers worked in, 


is disturbed constantly by the farmers hands and tools.  

Our faith needs the same kind of action.  


Those trials to move things around 


in the process bringing things blocking them to the surface.  



It works.  



It brings things to the surface.  

I have found myself frustrated with Eva lately 


because of how she is treating Esme.  

But in trying to bring about change, 


I brought a rock to the surface



 that I now need to deal with.  

I may be trying too hard to cut down on normal sibling interactions, 


because I was the second child, 



who was always told by my brother to “go away” 



and that I was not wanted.  

This would not have been brought up, 


if I was not trying to make life better for Esme. 

Be looking for ways to churn the soil.  


If all is perfect, 



you are not growing 



and instead you are dying.

Now, James is clear 


that faith and deeds are not two separate categories, 



despite many efforts throughout the centuries to make them so.  


From Monks in the desert in the early years 


to the Ivory towers of today, 



there have been attempts to isolate faith and deeds.  


But every project



 has ultimately led to those who were staying in to contemplate and pray, 




joining in on the action.  
One of Martin Luther's fellow monks tried staying back and praying for Luther.  


His prayers led him quickly to the conclusion 



that he not only needed to pray for Luther, 



but also help Luther.  

When we spend time in God's Word, 


we are led to action.  


We are led to change.

If we are not, 

if our beliefs do not lead to change and action, 


we are in a worse place than demons.  

They believe that there is one God 


and it leads them to a physical reaction.  



To shudder.  

What should it do to someone 


who has not set their life against God and his will?

What we believe, 


should change us.  

Our beliefs should dictate our actions.  


They do dictate our actions.  



Look at your bank statements.  




If you show those to a stranger, 





they can probably give you a pretty good rundown 






on what is important to you.  



Look at your grocery receipts, 




what do they say about your understanding of food and eating.  



Look at your browser history or screen time, 




does that give an accurate portrayal of what you believe is important?  



Or keep track for a week 




how you spent your time.  





Are the priorities in your head and heart 






the same ones on display in your everyday actions?


Abraham and Rahab 


are two examples of their beliefs lining up with their actions.  

Abraham said he trusted God.  


God checked his words against his actions.  

Being unwilling to offer Isaac 


would have been a clear sign that this son who was a gift, 



was more important that the gift giver.  


That is not what I want my children thinking about their gifts.  

Rahab was a temple prostitute.  


Not exactly the top profession for someone in the Davidic and Messiah line.  

But in her time at work, 


she heard about the Israelites God 


and believed what she heard.  



So much so, 




that she was willing to put her life on the line 





to protect two spies.  


She did this, 



because she believed that Yahweh could overthrow Jericho 




with a motley crew of refugees.  

God honored her faith and action, 


bringing her into the family line.

Faith and deeds work together 


to strengthen each other.  

If you try and have one 


with out the other,



 it is dead.  

Just as the body 


without the spirit is useless and dead, 

so is faith or belief, 


without actions that proceed from it.  

Where has God been nudging you 


to put feet under your belief?  

Who knows about your faith in God, 


that you are part of the church, 



but needs to see your faith in God at work?  

We all will not have the same things to do, 

the same people to interact with, 


we will not all respond in the same way always.  

But when we do respond, 


it will be obvious to the world around us, 



because of how we do it.  

We will be putting our money, 

time, 

and talents, 


where our mouth is.  

We have the gift of our lives, 


let us use them to honor the good gift giver, 



with how we use them.
What good is it, my brothers, if a man claims to have faith but has no deeds? Can such faith save him? 15 Suppose a brother or sister is without clothes and daily food. 16 If one of you says to him, “Go, I wish you well; keep warm and well fed,” but does nothing about his physical needs, what good is it? 17 In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead. 
18 But someone will say, “You have faith; I have deeds.” 

Show me your faith without deeds, and I will show you my faith by what I do. 19 You believe that there is one God. Good! Even the demons believe that—and shudder. 
20 You foolish man, do you want evidence that faith without deeds is useless? 21 Was not our ancestor Abraham considered righteous for what he did when he offered his son Isaac on the altar? 22 You see that his faith and his actions were working together, and his faith was made complete by what he did. 23 And the scripture was fulfilled that says, “Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness,” and he was called God’s friend. 24 You see that a person is justified by what he does and not by faith alone. 
25 In the same way, was not even Rahab the prostitute considered righteous for what she did when she gave lodging to the spies and sent them off in a different direction? 26 As the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without deeds is dead. 
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