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FROM YOUR EDITORS
We were extremely pleased to receive two very full reports on the recent Society
holiday from Ian Roofe and Cyril Harrison. We decided that combining them into a
single article was probably the best way of presenting them to you and that is what
you will see in later pages. Clearly this has meant some nimble editing to achieve
this aim so we hope Ian and Cyril will approve of the result and our apologies to
them if we have omitted something we should have included.
CHAIRMAN’S UPDATE

Ann Bridge

Firstly, thanks to Zanna and her team on a super Early Autumn Show. It was sad that
the number showing was greatly down on previous years so we do need to continue
to gather in new exhibitors, for example by encouraging the talented growers
already exhibiting in their local society shows. Our four NNHS shows are open
shows and anybody can enter whether a member or not. It is essential that
members of local clubs and societies do not have a preconceived idea that we are a
closed society and that they are not good enough to support our seasonal shows.
From what we, and fellow judges, see in local shows the quality of their entries
would more than hold their own in competition with exhibitors from around the
county as a whole. Please encourage your fellow members to enter!
Historically the Society was formed to organise horticultural meetings and shows,
which is what we want to maintain. We are, now, very much at a crossroads within
the Society and need to move forward positively.
Many other organisations are experiencing diﬃculties finding members to help run
their Societies and we are no diﬀerent from this. We desperately need more ‘hands
on’ help. We need someone with drive and enthusiasm to push the NNHS forward
by actively promoting the Society and we also have a vacancy to fill with the sad
loss of Barry Wade our Social Secretary.
What we need to know, is what you, as members, want or expect from your
membership, so that we can press forward and provide what is needed.
I would be delighted to hear your thoughts and ideas. Apart from the changes that
have and are taking place it is vital that we find a new Chairman who can guide the
Committee and Society into a more positive and stable future.
If you have some spare time and want to help in any way, and we can certainly make
use of your talents, please contact myself or our Secretary, Marlene Loughton.
The Late Autumn Show is being organised by Robin McDonald and her team and I
do hope that you, the members, will support her and encourage members of other
societies to do so too. Have a go at entering and enjoy the experience. Schedules
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are available on-line and from Marlene Loughton. I hope we can count on your
continued support. It has not been an easy year for us but I am sure with your help
we can put on a good show.
BARRY WADE
Norma and the family of the late Barry Wade would like to thank everyone for
messages of sympathy and kindness received after the sad loss of Barry.
GENERAL SECRETARY

Marlene Loughton

A date to put in your diary is for the next Annual General Meeting of the Norfolk and
Norwich Horticultural Society taking place at 7.30 pm on Wednesday 20th March
2013, at the Holiday Inn, Ipswich Road, Norwich, NR4 6EP.
I hope you will be able to attend and it will be helpful if you could consider how you
would like the Society to develop in the future. Perhaps you could even consider
joining the committee? If, however, you are not able to attend you can write to or
email me with your thoughts. These will remain confidential if you prefer. We would
like all of our members to give the future of our society some serious thought.
2011 TROPHY HOLDERS
Would all 2011 trophy holders please take their cups to Carmichael's Engravers, 109
Magdalen Street, Norwich, NR3 1LN during January next year to give them time to
record the 2012 winners for presentation at the AGM. If you are unable to do this,
please contact me so I can make alternative arrangements. Many thanks for your kind assistance.
FRONT COVER PICTURE Zephyranthes macrosiphon
LATE AUTUMN SHOW

Robin McDonald

Last show of the year but often the most colourful with all the late chrysanthemums
on parade. Many other exhibits also give an autumnal feel to the surroundings.
So come on let your garden do the talking this year and give us a glimpse of your
flowers, foliage and/or produce. We shall be pleased to see you on Sunday 18th.
November in St.Walstan Hall.
The Late Autumn Show this year will be a one day event at
St. Walstan Hall
Norfolk Showground
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OPEN ON SUNDAY 18th NOVEMBER from 10am - 4.30 pm.
Staging times: Saturday 17th November, 7am. to 1.30 pm.
Judging from 2 pm Saturday.
ENTRIES to Robin McDonald
by evening Thursday 15th November.
Telephone: 01603757767 or e-mail dustyrobin@yahoo.co.uk
Late entries will not be accepted.
DATES FOR THE DIARY
The next East Anglia Potato Day is to be held on Saturday 9th February, 2013
from 9.30am to 1.30pm at the Mid-Suﬀolk Showground, Stonham Barns, Stonham
Aspal, near Stowmarket, Suﬀolk, IP14 6AT. Admission is £1.50 and going on
previous experience you need to be there for the opening if you want to get the
special varieties!
Blacksmith Cottage Nursery at Langmere Road, Langmere, Nr. Dickleburgh,
Norfolk, IP21 4QA are holding a Snowdrop Day on Sunday 3rd February 2013.
Lectures to be given by Ian Christie and Richard Hobbs are from 10.00am 12.15pm. Cost is £12 (£9 RHS members). There is also a Plant Fair from 1.00pm to
3.00pm. Entry is free.
On Sunday March 17th, 2013 there is a Hellebore and Spring Bulb Fair. Rod
Leeds will give a lecture from 10.00 to 11.00am. Tickets are £4 (£3 RHS members).
Ten specialist nurseries will be at the Plant Fair from 11.00am to 3.00pm. Entry is free.
You can find more information about Blacksmith Nursery events on their web site at
www.blackcottnursery.co.uk/events.
EARLY AUTUMN SHOW

Zanna Foley-Davies

As the latest novice Show Secretary I would like to thank all the exhibitors who
made this experience a pleasant one and who graciously supported and helped me
during the set-up period.
For those of you who exhibited and attended, you will know that it was a very small
show and without the continuing support of several regular exhibitors, we probably
would not have had a show at all.
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Unfortunately the show had to be delayed by two weeks from its normal weekend
earlier in September. This meant that our show clashed with a number of other
events including the Harrogate Early Autumn Show resulting in a lack of
Chrysanthemum and Dahlia entries. For my part, however, it meant I did not have to
calculated the dreaded ‘footages’! Nevertheless for the few non-Society visitors
who found their way across the desolate waste of the showground it was a
disappointment.
So, thank you again to the exhibitors who did enter and who gave us a small but
very attractive show, and congratulations to all the prize winners. I look forward to
seeing you receive your trophies at the AGM.
EARLY AUTUMN SHOW - MAJOR PRIZE WINNERS
Mrs Jewson Cup (best exhibit in Early Chrysanthemum Classes) Ray Sutton
Major Humphery Cup (best exhibit in Dahlia Classes) Peter Firman
Windsor Bishop Trophy (best exhibit Michaelmas Daisy classes) Jan Roofe
Mrs Walter Cup (best in Flower Arrangement Classes) June Cooper
Mrs S Read Cup (best exhibit in Fruit section) Geoﬀrey Dann
C R A Hammond Cup (for greatest number of points) Pauline Harper
Rowland Hill Cup (most meritorious Amateur) Robin McDonald
Ron Kemp Trophy (best plate of potatoes) Pauline Harper
NNHS Silver Gilt Medal (most meritorious exhibit) Robin McDonald
Silver Medal National Chrysanthemum Society Ray Sutton
Silver Medal National Dahlia Society (best Dahlia exhibit) Peter Firman
Bronze Medal National Dahlia Society (best vase ball/miniature exhibit) Peter Firman
Bronze Medal Royal Natioinal Rose Soc. (best bloom) Geoffrey Dann
Medal of The National Vegetable Society Peter Firman
Shield of the National Vegetable Society for best tomato exhibit Pauline Harper
Certificate of Merit runner up best exhibit in flower arranging Sally Churchyard
Certificate of Merit best exhibit in cookery classes Gloria Bridge
THE COTSWOLDS IN AUGUST Cyril Harrison and Ian Roofe
The UK is a rich and verdant land in all its natural landscapes and features, nestling
within this is an area rich in horticultural delights, the Cotswolds. This became the
destination for a week packed with beautiful gardens, great nurseries, inspiring
architecture and wonderful company.
It’s so important to visit gardens, whether you are an amateur gardener, professional
horticulturist or just like looking at beautiful things. The gardens which we visited
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inspired greatly. It’s a learning experience to see new combinations of plants and
how the colours and textures work together.
The Abbey Gardens are located in the centre of
Malmesbury and were started in 1994 by the
current owner Ian Pollard when the back of the
house, which is now a wooded terrace, was totally
inaccessible and overgrown with brambles,
nettles, dandelions, ground elder and celandines.
It is a garden of some five acres centred on the
16th century Abbot’s house of the monastery that
previously existed on the site. The garden has two
distinct parts with the southern area divided into
formal garden rooms with Knot garden,
herbaceous borders, Herb Garden, extensive Rose
Garden and a Rock Garden. The northern part of
the garden is centred on the River Avon and
consists of densely wooded terraces with two
man-made fish ponds either side of a tump (earth
mound) built with earth removed during the pond excavations.
Planting in the herbaceous borders of the formal garden contains numerous Rosa
varieties, Phlox paniculata, Penstemon, Aster x frikartii, Thalictrum delavayi, Clematis
varieties, Leucanthemum, Echinops ritro, Acanthus mollis and A. spinosus,
geraniums and Japanese anemones. At the eastern end of the garden is a large
circular Herb Garden, a small Rock Garden and a single mulberry tree.
The Abbey Gardens are laden with the most
spectacular topiary specimens and the greatest
hedges, each line cut and trimmed to
trigonometric accuracy.
The hedges in place
marked out the original walls of the abbey and the
intricate knots and parterres added texture and
colour. The sculptures were intriguing including a
black hooded monk who sat in a corner in silent
contemplation and the abbey buildings were
hugged by interesting shrubs and dripped with
climbers.
In the Knot Garden the planting is of low clipped
box forming a Celtic cross planted within the
hedging with gladioli of various colours. The
remaining part of this garden is edged on each of
the two longer sides with seven tall yew trees
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clipped to form a pyramid with a further four forming a square in the middle at the
lower end of this garden. Between the garden entrance and the Celtic cross is a
large yew clipped to give a smiling face with strangely two tufts like ears on top of
the head.
The terraces have numerous paths that wind their way down to the River Avon some
50 feet below the house giving a choice of route that may be followed by the visitor.
The paths are bordered with planting containing a predominance of trees and shrubs
such as varieties of Acer, Camellia, Pinus, alder, Salix and Rhododendron. These are
all under planted with varieties of Hosta, Epimedium, Hydrangea and Geranium.
An interesting and attractive garden with two totally diﬀerent aspects, well worth a
visit if you are in the area.
Historical value of a garden is something which only adds to the visiting experience,
take Hidcote Manor, once the home of Major Lawrence Johnston, created with
great wealth, exuberance and a love of plants and natural landscape. A garden
which is infamous the world over for being one of the first to use ‘rooms’ to create a
journey and to enable themes to be used in each space. A garden famed for its hot
red borders, white garden and ingenious plant house with removable sides and its
great architecture. What intrigued me most was the variety of languages being
spoken in a packed garden, an Anglo- American garden adored by the gardening
world.
The Long Walk, one of the two main
axes around which the garden was
designed is a long, wide grassed
path, lined on both sides with
hornbeam hedges leading to a view
of the Gloucestershire countryside
which is a tapestry of golden fields
edged with green hedges at this
season.
The Alpine Terrace, which is a raised
stone bed contains plants that grow
at higher altitudes and therefore require a higher level of drainage than that required
by the planting in the Rock Bank. The plants in this area are protected by large glass
covers in the winter to enable rare alpines and succulents to be trialled which would
otherwise be killed oﬀ by the usual Gloucestershire winter rainfall. This is true to the
original practice carried out during Lawrence Johnson’s time.
The Plant House is a replica of the original demolished by the National Trust in 1948.
This uses climbing, tender plants on the rear wall, planted directly into the ground,
with smaller potted plants placed against the opposite wall consisting of full height
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glazed panels for the entire length of the Plant House. Some of the climbers seen
were Tibouchina urvilleana, Thunbergia gregorii, Plumbago auriculata, Abutilon
megapotamicum and Bauhinia corymbosa whilst the smaller plants included
Hedychium gardnerianum, Agave americana ‘Marginata’, Olea europea and a
species of Dicksonia. The interesting thing about the Plant House is that the glazing
to the front wall is totally removable and the current practice is to do this on an
annual basis as indicated by conditions. When we visited the panels had been fully
removed.
In front of the Plant Room is a Lily Pond with varieties of water lily in full bloom in a
range of colours. The margins were fully planted with the addition of potted
specimen plants together with a fine trough display of Aloe arborescens in all it’s
colour variations. The pots generally contained Agave americana ‘Marginata’ whilst
the borders were densely planted up with Lavendula, Verbena bonariensis, Aster
frikartii, Argyranthemum ‘Jamaica Primrose’ and varieties of grasses.
A garden should always tell a story and at Kiftsgate Court it is one of grit and
determination by three generations of women gardeners, Heather Muir, Diany Binny
and currently Anne Chambers, all contributing in their own way to the development
of the garden. They have had the determination to create an outstanding garden
with the most challenging topography and soils. Heather Muir created the
fundamentals of the garden from 1920 with the help and inspiration of her friend
Lawrence Johnson of Hidcote Manor. She determined at an early stage that
Kiftsgate should develop by inspiration rather than a formal plan, totally unlike the
process being used at Hidcote. By 1930 the steps to the lower garden were in place
and the summer house constructed on the lower level to take advantage of the
views of the Gloucestershire countryside to the west. From the mid fifties the work
on the garden was continued by Diany Binny who created the semi-circular pool in
the lower garden, commissioned
sculptures, redesigned the White
Garden to incorporate a small pool
and opened the garden to the public
on a regular basis. Anne Chambers
the current owner of Kiftsgate took
over and continued the upkeep of
the garden whilst recently adding a
new pool where the tennis court was
situated. This area is now an oasis of
calm where fine white stepping
stones are placed over the black
pool water leading to a grassed
island in the middle. At one end of
the pool are placed 24 metal fountain tubes each topped with a gold coloured
Philodendron leaf which nod in the wind and when the fountain operates.
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The gardens, of course, have great
views across the Gloucestershire
countryside. Those at the top are formal
in design with choice shrubs and
perennials, drifts of the most
spectacular and unusual hydrangeas,
roses and exotica.
The slopes are
terraced in varied materials to create
pockets and plateaus in which to grow
Mediterranean, New Zealand and
Chinese specimens to a great standard.
The lower terrace gives yet more
amazing views and the pool gives reflection and coolness.
This I felt was a very good garden and was in no way overshadowed by Hidcote
which we had seen earlier in the day. Indeed if I had to choose one garden from the
day I would select Kiftsgate in preference to it’s more illustrious neighbour.
There were some surprises along the way and Mill Dene Garden was one of them,
tucked down a quiet lane, the garden was an RHS partner garden which means that
they rate it as a good visit, having high horticultural
standards, strong design and good plants. It was
bought as a derelict water mill and semi-detached
cottage in the late 1960s by Wendy and Barry Dare
who fell in love with the property while on holiday in
the area. Over the years they have acquired the
adjoining cottage and converted the two properties
into a single much larger home and bought more land
to extend the garden.
The garden itself was on various levels and consisted
of a Kitchen Garden, grassed levels, ponds, topiary
and a Herb Garden. The sad thing was that the
garden looked neglected, the planting was tired and
overrun by perennial weeds, roses were in need of
severe pruning and landscape features required
painting. For me it was a great disappointment as
anything endorsed by the RHS in my view has
horticultural standing. This garden lacked everything I associate with the RHS, but
there we are, you win some, you lose some and you can’t always trust the web.
Stone House Garden at Wyck Rissington is located about twenty four miles north
of Swindon. It is a small garden of two and a half acres created by the owner, Katie
Lukas, over the last 20 years. The original work of digging out the garden was
carried out by Katie and a digger driver because, unusually for the Cotswolds, the
9

soil consists of very heavy acid clay. Subsequently, a ‘no dig’ approach has been
employed in the garden which consists of applying farmyard manure every 2 years
in December followed by an annual dressing of mechanically chipped, homemade
compost each spring.
The garden is made up of a number of garden rooms that extend to both sides and
the rear of the large, distinguished house which is constructed of Cotswold stone
and perfectly enhances the garden. The brochure very aptly describes the garden as
a plantswoman’s paradise full of surprises and this is certainly true but in addition
there is a feeling of calm throughout the site which tallies perfectly with that of this
small Gloucestershire village. The garden is certainly well constructed with it’s hard
landscaping of Cotswold stone and it’s neatly clipped box hedging, dividing up the
site, but it is also well maintained with no significant evidence of weeds or errant planting.
The planting in the borders around the house contain Hydrangea quercifolia, a
double magenta Lychnis coronaria ‘Gardener’s World’, Brunnera, Clematis, Buddleja
alternifolia, Rosa varieties, Phlox paniculata, Thalictrum delavayi ‘Hewittís Double’,
Heuchera and Astrantia all edged with low, clipped box hedging. To one side of the
house is the main lawned area which is edged all around with shaped borders
planted with Hosta varieties, Cotinus coggygria ‘Royal Purple’, Hemerocallis
varieties, Nepeta mussinii, Santolina pinnata, Phlox paniculata, Rosa varieties and
Aster frikartii. From the lawn you look beyond the clipped beech hedge to the rolling
Gloucestershire countryside which at this time of year is resplendent in the green
and gold tones of late summer. Moving around to the rear of the house there is a
small grassed area, leading down from the terrace with a small pool. Beyond this are
borders planted up with Clematis varieties, Hosta varieties, Alchemilla mollis,
Bergenia, Iris and Pulmonaria. This leads to the opposite side of the house where,
approached by a brick path we come to four flights of steps constructed using four
circular brick treads layed one upon another with a further four conventional treads
taking us up to the house level. The whole is then planted up with clipped box,
Eryngium, Santolina, Geranium and Rosa varieties.
We all agreed that this was a lovely garden with many interesting plants, particularly
as the garden soil was primarily heavy clay which clearly presented a number of
problems for the owner in eﬀectively cultivating the site.
Bourton House Gardens is located on the A44 some thirty miles north of Swindon.
The original house was built in 1570 but rebuilt in 1598 and yet again in 1712. The
house subsequently remained unchanged for three hundred years. Lands belonging
to Bourton House were sold in 1851 and so today the grounds attached to the
house amount to just three acres.
Between 1953 and 1983 the house had 6
owners. By 1983 the garden was neglected and so the then owners Mr & Mrs Paice
embarked on several years of planning and restoration assisted by a team of
gardeners headed by Paul Williams who was succeeded by Paul Nicholls the current
Head Gardener in 1999. The house and gardens were sold in 2010 to a Mr & Mrs
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Quintus who are the current owners of the house and gardens.
The soil in the garden is alkaline and may be described as light loam. The decision
was made to grow a number of tender plants in the garden such as Aloe
arborescens, Canna varieties, Cuphea ignea and Eucomis bicolor so this required
either planting out in Spring or plunging potted varieties at the same season.
In the greenhouse were a number of cacti and succulent species all in clay pots.
Outside lining the path were many more potted plants with a number of succulent
species such as Aloe, Echeveria and Kalanchoe along with Tibouchina and Amaryllis
all forming a dense continuous display. The box Topiary Walk was very attractive,
one side of the path lined with box balls, spirals and tall pyramids whilst the
opposite side had a Cotswold stone wall with the topiary formed as buttresses to
the wall and underplanted with Leucanthemum varieties. The path ended with a
Cotswold stone wall, in front of which a large stone pedestal vase is planted up with
a selection of flowering plants. The White Garden was a herbaceous border and, as
its name would suggest, planted up with predominantly white plants such as Phlox
paniculata, white Rosa varieties, Leucanthemum, Geranium pratense, Convolvulus
cneorum and Lychnis coronaria ‘Alba’. From the White Garden we crossed the large
rear lawn of the house and ascended a set of stone steps to access the 18th century
raised walk which is a raised path above another herbaceous border. Turning round
we gain a clear view of the house across the border and the rear lawn. This is my
favourite view in the whole garden and was suﬃcient to brighten what was a dull
day, weather wise.
In the grounds generally and to the front and side of the house there are very large
pots, or groups of large pots, all planted up with a mixture of flowering and foliage
plants such as Aeonium ‘Zvartkop’, Geranium and Stipa varieties.
Cerney House was a beautiful garden in its time but sorely in need of some
attention. A walled garden in a hilled valley with great walls, topiary, established
trained fruit trees and some interesting plants. The garden was only 1.5 acres and
was lucky enough to have 3-4 gardeners, what they actually did I will never know.
The trip was in all a great success, the hotel was excellent and we were very well
looked after by Alisdair our driver who was most accommodating in getting us to
gardens and lunch breaks in various towns and villages. It’s a shame that we did
not have more members attending as this would have made the experience even
better, although with the vast quantity of plants we all purchased from Bob Brown at
Cotswold Garden Flowers, I don’t know where they would have gone.
Finally, we must pay tribute to the late Barry Wade who undertook all the work
necessary in planning and organising the holiday prior to his sad death. All those
who attended were beneficiaries of Barry’s hard work.
Here’s to many more trips and a great social, horticultural and learning experience.
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The Early Autumn Show
'Souvenir' by June Cooper
best flower arrangement in show

