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Bucket List
When I was 16 years old and just about to
leave school my Dad came home one day
and announced to me that I had a job.
He had been helping a friend out
who owned a Bakery and as a
Painter he and my elder brothers
were seconded to clean and paint
the Bakehouse. The next week I
started as a Trainee Baker for the
Welsh Bakery in Milford Haven,
Pembrokeshire. I loved it and spent
the next 15yrs as a Baker, ﬁrstly in West
Wales, then Cardiﬀ and then ﬁnally in
Barnsley where my career took me from ASDA Barnsley Bakery to the Head Oﬃce
in Leeds. It was as if God was taking me from my earthly Fathers decision to my
Heavenly Fathers destiny. I’d gone from how to be creative with my hands to being
creative with my mind. Going from a boy Baker to a man Project Manager I had
indeed been promoted. In Leeds I’d learnt how to use computer programmes,
dealing with people, presenting information to 250 diﬀerent suppliers to dealing
with distribution systems across the whole world. One day as I was working I got an
email being asked to join in and add to a list ‘101 things to do before you die’. On
the list were things like ‘play Stephen Hawking in Chess and win’ or ‘have a ﬁght
with a crocodile’ and ‘do the ASDA chant at the front of Church on a Sunday
morning’ which I did about 4 years ago (if you see me ask me!).
In the past couple of years some of the things on my ‘Bucket List’ have come true. I
have been to Hong Kong, I own a Gibson Les Paul Sunburst guitar and am about to
achieve one I've been waiting for years, to ‘buy a Pastrami on Rye sandwich in New
York’, I can’t wait for November when I ﬂy.
Coming from a 16yr old lad Trainee Baker to an incredible role within ASDA I now
ﬁnd myself as a Methodist Minister in Amesbury. This certainly wasn’t on my
bucket list but I ﬁnd that as I follow God on this weird incredible journey my bucket
list is ﬁlled with things that I never expected. I’m just a lad from West Wales and
yet I’ve preached in Durham Cathedral, sat with people as they pass from this life
to the next, I meet people who panic when they realise I'm a ‘Vicar’ and laugh as
they scan their minds to see what they said before they knew what I did.

Continues on page 2.
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Bucket List Continued
I get introduced as ‘Reverend Paul’ and I still look behind me to see if they are talking to someone else. I’ve listened
to Justin Welby preach before he was the Archbishop of Canterbury and I was contained by Prison Guards for 20
minutes on B-wing of Durham Prison while they checked out if I was a real ‘Vicar’. Travelling this life with God and
being a Christian Disciple has added to my life experience.
Can I suggest at the top of the list ‘101 things to do before you die’ is ‘meet Jesus’? I cannot guarantee you will be
able to beat Stephen Hawking at chess but I can guarantee that your life with Jesus will always be an unexpected
adventure. What’s on your list?

You can now subscribe for a free colour version of the Messenger to be delivered to
your email inbox every month. Simply sign up at maryandmelor.com and go to the
Amesbury Messenger page.

Amesbury WI October Meeting
Our October meeting was held on the 12th with our President
introducing our guest speaker Daphne Atkinson on Birthstones.
We had an interesting talk on the twelve major stones
corresponding to the months of the year like Garnet being
January, Diamond for April and Turquoise for December.
Each of the stones have diﬀerent colours and either bring you
bad or good luck depending on the month; they also have
healing powers. Daphne talked about each months’ stone with
interesting facts about them and some of the people born in
that month. We were also shown some of the stones.
Quartz is the most common mineral on earth and Diamond the
hardest, they are found all over the world but most are found in
Australia, South Africa, Russia and Brazil.
We do have semi-precious stones that are found in UK like Septarian Noduls (Potato Stones), Amethyst, Quartz
and Moss Agate to name a few, they are mainly found in Somerset, Cornwall and Derbyshire. Amber is found in
Lincolnshire but this is a fossilized tree resin. I certainly learnt a lot about the subject. A vote of thanks was
given by Abi Lunn.
Break followed after which we had updates on visits and all our clubs, a summary of the Annual Council
Meeting held in Salisbury on 11th October, raffle and a small prize to Etty Parks for the best piece of jewellery.
Our next meeting is in Antrobus House on November 9th at 19.30 and is The Story Of Hypnosis to be given by
Alan Artt. The competition is anything made using pom-poms for the Mary Fussey Salver.
Do come along if you are free, all welcome as are new members.
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Wyndham Hall
Over the next few issues we will feature a number of interesting articles about the history of the Wyndham Hall by
Michael Nottage. This continues from last months issue.
In early May this year I was able to consult the Deeds for the Hall, in Church House, Salisbury. This search yielded
some further information. The original plot of land for the Church Army hut was purchased by Wyndham Tennant’s
father in 1916 from a Portsmouth builder, and a removal contractor, for £165.
Although use of the Comrades’ Hut (as stated in the May Messenger) passed to the British Legion in 1921, actual
ownership remained with local trustees until 1930, when it was formally handed over to the Legion.
Acknowledgements: I am most grateful to the following, for their information about the history of the hall, and
assistance:
The late John and Lee Baker, and the late Peter Yates.
Wendy Lake, Peter Davenport, Norman Parker, John Russell and Jack Truckle.
Elizabeth Wallis, Trust Oﬃcer, Diocese of Salisbury, for giving me sight of the Deeds.

The Wyndham Hall is looking for more regular user groups.
Visit www.maryandmelor.com and navigate to the Wyndham Hall page and like us on Facebook.
Just search “Wyndham Hall”
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Come And Sing Christmas Carols
On Saturday 9th December at 7.30pm The Abbey Church of St Mary and St Melor’s
Choir will be singing well-known carols for all to join in. There will be light
refreshments during the interval. Tickets are on sale at the community shop or on
the door. Adults £5, under-16’s go free. This event replaces the Parish Party and
Revue shown in the printed 2017 church calendar .

Mission in Romania
Do you remember seeing trucks entering Romania with food and aid? Do you remember seeing orphans lying in
soiled cots, living in gutters? Wondered what is happening now? Wondered if anyone is helping the homeless,
children and the disabled? Take heart there is.
On Thursday 16th November at 7pm come to the Baptist Church and hear the works of the Smiles Foundation. Mary
& Ivor Morgan, Glyn Dawn Lilley and Emily Evans and Rev Barry Davis have just returned from a Mission Trip. Hear
ﬁrst hand of the amazing things going on.
On Sunday November 5th at 10.30am we have a visit from Dominic Statham as a guest speaker .
All welcome.

Do you have something interesting to say? We want to feature your article!
Contact us using the information on the back page.

See You Next Year!
Traditionally the Amesbury Messenger has only
had 10 issues a year, skipping August and
December.
But starting in January we are happy to announce
that we will be increasing our number to 12 issues.
Over the last few months the Messenger has had a
number of changes that I hope have been positive,
and we would like to continue this trend and grow.
As we do, we need your help. We want to hear
more about what your Church communities are up
to and celebrate all in Amesbury.
It is easy to get your upcoming events published,
or to write a great story about what has happened
in your church: just contact us using the
information on the back page.
Have a great Christmas and we will see you in the
New Year.

Your Ad Here
The Amesbury Messenger is freely available to
all residents and visitors in our parish. In order
to keep it free, we rely on advertising revenue.
Do you have a local business or endeavor which
you would like to advertise?

The Amesbury Messenger is seen by over 500
people every month and is also available online
to a growing audience. Our fees are highly
competitive with other local publications.
For more information about advertising with us,
please see the back page for our contact details.

You can now subscribe online for FREE.
Simply sign up at maryandmelor.com and go
to the Amesbury Messenger page.
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Welcome to Fr Anthony
Fr Anthony will be inducted as Parish Priest at
Christ the King Amesbury by Canon Michael
during the 6pm Mass on November 3rd. You
can ﬁnd out about the regular services at the
church on the next page. We welcome Fr
Anthony to his post and wish him well.

Want to see your event here? Let us know by using the contact information on the back page.

The Bridge Are Hiring
Want to make a diﬀerence to the lives of local children and young people?
Join our vibrant and friendly team of paid staﬀ and volunteers!
• Approximately 30 hours per month (term time only), with ﬂexible working hours.
• Based in The Bridge oﬃce in Avon Valley College, Durrington with the possibility of
some working from home.
•

Trust /direct mail fundraising experience preferred but full training can be given to
a suitable applicant.

Key tasks include: • Researching potential grant funders. • Writing funding applications. • Reporting back to
funders. • Preparing occasional fundraising mailings to churches and individual supporters.
For an informal chat about the role or to apply please call Tara in The Bridge oﬃce on 01980 655521 between
9am and 3pm Mon-Fri.

The Abbey Church of St Mary and St Melor Social Committee
Our Social Committee is comprised of a number of volunteers who work
together, on behalf of the congregation, to organise social events and to
provide refreshments for large parish events. We believe that a welcoming
and inclusive social parish life helps to create a loving Christian community.
We oﬀer and support the Sociable Strollers monthly walking group (April –
Sept), Harvest lunch, Saturday morning coﬀee in church (summer holidays
only), Advent and Christmas Carol Services and Youth celebration services.
There are special events/groups in the pipeline for next year too so make sure you keep an eye on the Messenger!
You will ﬁnd a warm welcome and we are always interested in new ideas and welcome new volunteers
Please contact Jeanette A’Court 01980 259054.
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Community Museums Across Wiltshire Win National Lottery Support
The Amesbury History Centre and ﬁve other museums and heritage
organisations across Wiltshire are working with South West Museum
Development Programme which has received a £9,300 National
Lottery grant from the Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) to interpret and
share Armistice era stories from their collections, and to display them
in their galleries and exhibition spaces via new interpretive screens.
Digital Armistice Stories will bring together a group of volunteers from
six museums and heritage organisations across Wiltshire to explore
local and national First World War stories from the Armistice era (1918-1919). Focusing on the heritage of the ﬁnal
year of the First World War and its immediate aftermath, the project will speciﬁcally look to interpret and share
museum objects, photographs, documents and other assets such as audio and ﬁlm with the visiting public in an
accessible digital format.
The project, made possible by National Lottery players, will fund the acquisition of digital touch-screens and the
commissioning of a digital developer to work alongside the six museums. The museums will also beneﬁt from
specialist interpretation workshops delivered by the
Imperial War Museum’s First World War Centenary
Partnership.

The project will also enable the museums, which are
predominately comprised of volunteers, to further
their skills in digital engagement in galleries, supporting
one of the South West Museum Development
Programme’s key aims for museums to enhance the
digital engagement, skills and investment in museums
in the region.
Beginning in autumn 2017 and culminating in the
anniversary of the First World War Armistice in
November 2018, participating museums will explore
and communicate stories from their local communities
to commemorate the Armistice and its impact both
locally and nationally.
Amesbury History Centre Chair Gemma Allerton says
“We are proud to be a part of such a meaningful and
informative project. We are really looking forward to
working with the people of Amesbury to help us tell
the story of this important part of our Town’s history.
We urge anyone who wants to help with this project to
come forward with their stories.”
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Regular Services
The Abbey Church of St Mary and St
Melor

Amesbury Methodist Church
Sunday
10.30
Worship with Junior Church
18.00
Worship
Tuesday
10.30
Prayer Time
Wednesday
19.00
Bible Study
Sunday (Fourth Sunday of the month)
2.30
Faith and Light (4th Sunday of
the month only)

Sunday
First Sunday only:
8.00
Holy Communion (BCP)
9.30
Refreshments and crafts in
church
10.00
All-age Eucharist, followed by
refreshments in the Wyndham
Hall
18.00
Choral Evensong
Other Sundays:
8.00
Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00
Parish Eucharist followed by refreshments in the Wyndham Hall
18.00
Sung Evensong on 2nd, 3rd and 4th
Sundays
‘Special Service’ on 5th Sundays –
as advertised

Amesbury Baptist Church
Sunday
10.30
19.30
Wednesday
10.30
12.15-12.30

Compline on all Sunday evenings
during Lent and Advent

Monday to Friday
8.30
Morning Oﬃce
16.00
Evening Oﬃce

Sunday Service
(Communion 1st and 3rd Sundays)
Brix (teenagers church)
Bible Study
Lunch with speaker
(2nd Wed in the month)

Amesbury Baptist Church

Wednesdays
11.00
Eucharist, followed by refreshments
in the Wyndham Hall

Sunday
10.30am
Mass
Monday to Thursday
09.00
Morning Prayer
09.15
Mass
Friday
17.00
Holy Hour
18.00
Mass
Saturday
07.15-17.45 Confession
18.00
Mass

Holy Days (as advertised)
7.30
Sung Eucharist

Contact information for all Churches can be found
on the back page
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Joke Of The Month
For our Vicar’s 50th birthday, the congregation
decided
to
give
him
a
new
suit.
He was so touched by the gift that the following
Sunday he stood before everyone and, with tears
in his eyes, announced, "Today I am preaching to
you in my birthday suit."
Submit yours at maryandmelor.com and go to the
Amesbury Messenger page.

Regular Groups
Monday
10.30, 17.30, 19.30
Slimming World
13.30
Movin’ Monkeez
13.15-16.15
Memory Café
18.30-19.30
Aerobics, Hula & Pump
20.00
Scottish Country Dancing
Tuesday
9.30-10.00
Music Bugs
14.00
Archers Songsters
17.45
Girls Brigade
18.30-19.30
Tums, Bums & More
19.00
AA meet
19.45-20.45
Pilates
Wednesday
12.00-14.00
Simple Fayre Lunches (fourth Wed)
13.00
Alabare
17.30, 19.30
Slimming World
18.00
Tai Chi
19.00-21.00
Community Players Drama Group
Thursday
9.30-11.30
Noah's Ark (Mums and Tots)
10.00
Mencap
13.00
Yoga
14.00-16.00
Noah’s Playlist Singing Group
19.30
Music group practice
18.30-19.30
Aerobics Plus
20.00
Scottish Country Dancing
Saturday
9.00
Men's breakfast (Second Saturday)
9.00
Women's breakfast (Last Saturday)
10.00-11.30
Coﬀee Morning
Some groups are subject to change and may only run in term time
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Baptist Church
Wyndham Hall
Methodist Church
Wyndham Hall
Methodist Church
Baptist Church
Methodist Church
Methodist Church
Wyndham Hall
Baptist Church
Wyndham Hall
Wyndham Hall
Methodist Church
Baptist Church
Methodist Church
Wyndham Hall
Baptist Church
Methodist Church
Methodist Church
Wyndham Hall
Baptist Church
Wyndham Hall
Methodist Church
Baptist Church
Baptist Church
Methodist Church

Advertisement
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Just For Kids
Amesbury Welcomes a New Head Teacher
A service of dedication and welcome took place on Monday 16th October at St Mary
and St Melor Church. Mrs Terry Hall, the new head teacher of Amesbury Church of
England Primary School came with her husband Stuart and son Josh to her service of
Induction as new Head Teacher.
The half-hour Commissioning Service was attended by teaching staﬀ, governors,
cluster heads, the town council and parishioners. Revd. Darren A' Court took the
service, Nigel Estlick presented the keys to the school and hymns were chosen by Mrs
Hall. A Bible, from the Diocesan Board of Education, will be given to Mrs Hall at a later
date during a whole school worship.
A Drinks and Nibbles reception prepared by the school and the parish took place in the Wyndham Hall afterwards,
where everyone had the opportunity to talk to and get to know Terry and her family.

Primary School Children Celebrate Harvest
On Thursday 12th October 450 pupils from our Church of England Primary School walked with their teachers through
Amesbury to St Mary and St Melor Church. The church was full to almost overﬂowing. It was lovely to see the
surprise and look of awe on the faces on the smallest children, some of whom came to church for the ﬁrst time. To
accommodate all the children and the many parents who attended, there was an Infant and then, an hour later, a
Junior Harvest Service. A group of children designed and presented the services of thanks and celebration, doing the
readings that were accompanied by beautiful singing of Harvest songs by diﬀerent classes.
A Trussell Trust representative thanked the children for their generous gifts of food and talked about the work of the
Trust. She showed them an example of the food parcel given to people for 3 days and talked about how they help
those who fall on hard times and do not have money to buy food. Mrs Hall, our new Head Teacher, gave the
welcome to the parents and thanks to the children at the end.
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Contact Information
The Abbey Church of St Mary And St Melor & The Wyndham Hall
Fr Darren A’Court
Tel: 01980 259054
Email:
Fr.darrenacourt@gmail.com
Web: www.maryandmelor.com
Facebook: @Maryandmelor

St Mary and St Melor
Church Street
Amesbury
SP4 7EU

WYNHDAM HALL BOOKINGS:
Tel: 01980 677244
Facebook: Wyndham Hall
Web: www.maryandmelor.com
Email:
Wyndhamhall@hotmail.com

Amesbury Baptist Church
Revd Barry Davis
Tel. 01980 625255
Website: www.amesburybaptist.org.uk
Facebook: @amesburybaptist

Amesbury Baptist Centre
Butterﬁeld Drive
Amesbury
SP4 7SN

Amesbury Methodist Church & Hall
Rev. Paul Rees
Tel. 01980 676766
Email: paulrees678@msn.com
Junior Church Coordinator
Tel. 01980 623563

HALL BOOKINGS:
Liz Rose
Tel: 01980 623541
Amesbury Methodist Church
High Street
Amesbury SP4 7ET

Roman Catholic Church of Christ The King
Fr Anthony B. Paris
Tel: 01980 622177
Website: www.amesbury.cliftondiocese.com
Email:
Amesbury.christtheking@parish.cliftondiocese.com

4 Lords Croft
Amesbury
Wiltshire
SP4 7EP

ADVERTISING in the AMESBURY MESSENGER
Advertising in the Amesbury Messenger is easy and can get your business seen by over 500 people. Just go to our
website: www.maryandmelor.com and navigate to the Amesbury Messenger page and ﬁll out a contact us form.

Amesbury Messenger Enquiries
Editor: Mark Verbinnen: 07590 335103
Email us: amesbury.messenger@yahoo.com

Sally Down: 01980 624085
Website: maryandmelor.com
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