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Redwood Empire Cage Bird Club
Since 1991
PURPOSE: To join together people who share a common
interest in keeping cage birds in captivity. To educate
members and the general public in the best care, keeping
maintenance and breeding of cage birds. To support bird
conservation.

This Month’s Meeting
April 25, 2013
MickaCoo Pigeon
& Dove Rescue
Founder & Executive
Elizabeth Young
Since she is bringing
pigeons please leave your
birds at home for their
safety.

King Pigeon
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LETTERS
to the EDITOR
Letters to the Editor are
always welcome. Send your
comments or suggestions to:
RECBC
Attn: Newsletter
P.O. Box 6232
Santa Rosa Ca. 95406
or
email me at
glenti@comcast.net
Thank you!
Newsletter Editor

INTERESTED IN ADVERTISING IN OUR NEWSLETTER?

Place an Early Bird Ad Today!
3 lines free to current RECBC members & 4 or more lines for only $5.00
Non-members pay a low $5.00 fee for 3 lines, 4 or more for only $10.00.
All ads must be a reasonable size OR
Check out our reasonable Commercial Ad sizes and prices!

COMMERCIAL RATES
Business card - $5/mo or $50/yr
1/2 page - $10/mo or $100/yr
Full page - $20/mo or $200/yr

Please mail commercial and early bird
ads by deadline Sunday after the
General Meeting.
RECBC - Newsletter
PO BOX 6232
Santa Rosa, Ca., 95406
or email: dshore@shorebirds.biz for
Commercial Ads and glenti@comcast.net
for Early Bird Ads.

RECBC, the officers, the publication and it’s
staff assume no responsibility for claims of
advertisers in the publication or for the quality of goods and/or services the advertisers provide.
Persons with substantial claims against publication advertisers may submit them to the Editors.
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS

COMMITTEE MEMBERS
Advertising, Publicity and
Membership
Donna Shore (707) 585-7524
dshore@recbc.net

PRESIDENT
George Lentini (14)
(707) 528-1065
glenti@comcast.net

AFA Delegates
Bev Mager (707) 795-8804

VICE PRESIDENT
Earl McEnaney (13)
(707) 869-1229
stewball4@comcast.net

Club Librarian
Cheryl Cattan

SECRETARY
Chloe Jane Baskin (13)
(707) 823-1675
shelterescue@gmail.com

Hospitality
Carolyn Rawlinson (707) 778-9269
Newsletter Editor
George Lentini (707) 528-1065
glenti@comcast.net

TREASURER
Linda Karnstedt (14)
(707) 566-1366
Linda.karnstedt@medtronic.com

Photography
Chloe Baskin

BOARD MEMBERS AT LARGE

Raffle
Cheryl Cattan (707) 664-8965

Cheryl Cattan (14)
(707) 664-8965

Outreach Program
Earl McEnaney & George Lentini
Website
Jackie Turner
Welcoming Table
Bev Mager

Calendar of Events
May 23rd - Earl McEnaney - Baby Parrots
June - TBD
July - TBD
August - Safari West

3

PRESIDENT MESSAGE
I received a e-mail from a person who said that a parrot
was on his roof. I tried calling the person with no answer.
I immediately called Donna Shore and this is her email to
me since she went to check out the bird.
On the 10th I got a call from the local shelter telling me
that they had custody of a Military Macaw and it needed
to see a vet. I went up to the shelter and discovered that
it flown to another house's roof in the neighborhood on
Caulfield. When the agent arrived the man had his hand
heavily bandaged and the bird was in a box that had blood
on it. The bird spent the night at the shelter and in the
morning it was puffed up. They had taken a photo and
you could clearly see the left wing was lower than the
right. I rushed the bird to a vet who offered to do a shelter check and the bird was dead a half hour later. Description in the vet report/necropsy was punitive injuries to
the head, wing & body bruises - eyes widely dilated. The
shelter will not charge the finder with animal abuse because there is "no proof" and the finder had no malice. I
am incensed by the outright abuse that this gorgeous creature had to withstand and I have been crying for three
days. I would like the finder charged, if he had left it
alone instead of trying to 'save' it. If he had not the bird
would have survived and be free flying today. I am disappointed that the shelter did not protect the animal from
the man who clearly caused its death.
New Subject: The new Board Members that were elected
are: Donna Shadowens, Earl McEnaney and Chloe Jane
Baskin. Congratulations to all.
I want to thank everyone who took the time to vote.
George
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Birdkeeping Naturally
EB Cravens
March ‘13

“Some Birds in Our Care Do Not Prosper”
Back in the late 1980s, I was privileged to own one of the first female
White Bellied Caique pets born and raised on the west coast. We were doing
species comparisons at the me amongst dozens of pet parrots in the free
flight bird room of Feathered Friends of Santa Fe. I received baby Zia from an
expert aviculturist in Northern California—the first chick he had ever bred.
She was a li le doll, let me tell you and appreciably diﬀerent than all the black
headed caiques we had kept.
A year or so later, I approached the same breeder about obtaining some
more of his caique fledglings to bring to our shop, but received a surprising
reply. “I no longer have any caiques,” he stated. “They were not prospering at
my facility and I passed them on to a be er climate.”
Not prospering! That was the first me I ever heard such a descrip on of
certain psi acines someone owns. At the me, I thought the phrase unusual—but have over the decades come to realize it was an extremely unselfish
and far-sighted view, at the same me pragma c and compassionate.
I was reading an online discussion about an owner of a pet Oranged
Winged Amazon Parrot that was flying at her, a acking and bi ng painfully.
She had tried most every means of reestablishing a loving rela onship with
the parrot but nothing was working. Her online ques on was answered by a
behavior expert in much the same way many personality problems are responded to: use posi ve reinforcement training in a neutral se ng emphasizing rewards and targeted goals to get the bird to behave in an aﬃrma ve
way.
A er reading again all of the ways the owner had tried to solve this dilemma over the past months, I wrote a short comment to the online ar cle editor:
“It seemed to me the owner had tried all the retraining and counseling
ideas. I have had and known of parrots, especially Neotropicals, that become
absolutely angry with owners and some mes no amount of retraining is going
to change that. I have birds in my care that detest me because I am a favorite
of their mate’s, or ones that detested April or all women or men. One current
amazon down in Kona on the Big Island is being given up now because it
a acks the owners a er being a good bird for a long me. They have tried for
two years to change that. Some mes the most kindhearted thing a person can
(Continued on page 8)
7

(Continued from page 7)
do is give up a parrot that is dis nctly not happy in its present home life. There
is certainly no shame in that‐‐certainly when the bird will be going to a be er
place with a be er chance of bonding with a new human or family.”
You know, psi acines are highly intelligent creatures. And for most of them
a close emo onal bond is a necessity, as normal as sleeping and waking. In a
home pet situa on, it may take something as seemingly insignificant as another bird being handled and befriended, or a new puppy, human infant, not to
men on boyfriend or girlfriend coming into the environment, to change that
psi acine’s loyal es. Smart as they are, parrots can sense when they are no
longer the exclusive number one object of an owner’s a en ons!
One common situa on is when the primary caregiver goes on vaca on for
two or three weeks and leaves his or her pet bird with another experienced
and aﬀec onate keeper. The true owner returns home and finds a hookbill
that has firmly a ached itself to the “babysi er,” since it had no idea the circumstances were only temporary. This has happened to me with certain beloved amazons, and it took real a en on and some me before I was able to
win back the former allegiance. Yet s ll there is that eerie feeling that I had
broken some sort of trust with my parrot and that it no longer quite viewed
me the same.
In the cases where amazons, macaws, conures or greys have totally
changed their mindset during such an interval of absence, some mes months
later the owner is s ll not accepted back as the primary “bonded companion.”
We then have a state of aﬀairs with an unhappy, unfriendly pet parrot, and a
frustrated, uncomprehending human. Not prospering…
I admire aviculturists who have breeding pairs of parrots that are not doing
well at their facility, so they pass the birds on to a happier situa on. Decades
ago I was a emp ng to breed one of my favorite pet species, the Timneh African Grey. A er two years of no success and nervous, out-of-sorts birds, I
came to the conclusion that my mnehs were unhappy around all the commo on and noise of a large amazon/conure flock. I sent them to a friend in
California who maintained a peaceful African parrot facility where they were
much happier.
Another me I helped to re-home some Princess of Wales Parakeets, a
dis nct dry clime psi acine, moving them from a region with wet and rainy
weather to a be er area. That is the kind of responsible choice that makes for
happier birds and sa sfied keepers. In this day and age, with many parrots
growing elderly without real gladness in their lives and some species on the
brink of total loss in cap vity, prospering is a sound criteria for making a
decision about what is best for all involved. EB
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RECBC Logo T-Shirt

Are you interested in a logo T-shirt?
For a very reasonable cost (many shirts under $10), the
club could place an order for t-shirts, hats, or other items
with the RECBC logo in color on it. This website has many
options for t-shirts and several of their brands can be ordered in a quantity of 1. So If you are interested, go to
their website – www.customink.com - select your shirt,
size, and color and let Linda know so she can put together
the compiled order. If you also want the logo on the middle front or on the left hand side please let me know that
too as I think that can also be customized.
Email me your order info at linda.karnstedt@medtronic.com or
call my cell with the item info – 529-1243.
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REFRESHMENTS
We all like to snack at our meetings.
Bring that bag of cookies or chocolate that you’re afraid
to keep at home - and let your
fellow club members gain the pounds!
The range of last names to bring snacks will be
A-F will be for April 2013.
We will no longer bring sodas just water.
Thank you.

In Home Bird Sitting Service
(707) 585-7524 or email
Donna Shore at dshore@recbc.net
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Speaker of the Month
Elizabeth Young
Elizabeth Young was born in Las Vegas, graduated with a degree in
English from UC Berkeley, worked 13 years on the front lines of the
war on poverty as a director for nonprofits to develop self-reliance
and upward mobility, spent 6 years making educational toys and in
October 2007 became an accidental pigeon rescuer and created
MickaCoo Pigeon & Dove Rescue. She has since adopted 7 pigeons and
a dove and found homes for more than 500 others. She resides in SF.
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THE FEATHER FARM, INC

RECBC Members Receive
10 % off on Bird Food, Cages and Supplies
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General Meeting Place

Animal Care Center
6470 Redwood Drive
Rohnert Park, Ca.
Behind Red Lobster and Olive Garden
Take RP Expressway Exit from 101
4th Thursday of the month
Meetings begin promptly @ 7:00 P.M.

Support our additional Sponsors!
Please show your membership card prior to purchase.
AVES OCCIDENTALS – Earl McEnaney (707) 869-1229.
Call for availability/prices. 25% discount on hand-fed baby
birds to all RECBC members.
The Bird Exchange & Honkey Donkey Farm.
5355 Hall Road, Santa Rosa, Ca. 95401
Phone: (707) 575-0433
10% discount on cages and supplies only to RECBC members.
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RAFFLE
A big THANK YOU to all the members that
brought items for the raffle.
Remember...they don’t have to be bird related
or new - just in clean, usable condition
♦One man’s junk is another man’s treasure
♦We like re-gifting, so help us out
♦This is one of the clubs’ main resource of
♦funds Your dues only pay for a small
♦fraction of club expenses

TREASURER REPORT
By Linda Karnstedt
INCOME

March

Membership
Raffle/Meetings
Advertising in Newsletter

$
$
$

88.00
9.00
350.00

refund from printing overcharge

$

93.80

Income Total:

$

540.80

$
$
$

103.09
46.00
149.09

EXPENSES
Newsletter Printing
Newsletter Postage
Expense Total:

Beginning Bank Balance:
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$

4,737.12

MINUTES OF THE BOARD
MARCH 21, 2013
PRESENT: Chloe Baskin, Cheryl Cattan, Linda Karnstedt. George Lentini
The meeting was brought to order at 7:15 pm. February Minutes were read
and approved.
Donna Shadowens has suggested a speaker from San Francisco who rescues
King pigeons. George will check on this. We also talked about having a
Round Table Discussion for members’ to share their bird stories (such as how
we each got started keeping or raising caged birds); or sharing favorite stories
about our birds. It would also be fun to share our wildlife photos, or photos of
our birds at the same time.
We are thinking of holding the Bird Mart in September. Various locations
were discussed. Linda is looking into options at the Santa Rosa Vet’s building
and the Petaluma Fairgrounds. Chloe will check on availability at the Masonic
Hall, Vet’s Hall and Community Center in Sebastopol. Cheryl will be contacting vendors to see who is interested and who is available to do a September
Bird Mart.
A reminder to check you Newsletter address label for dates to renew your
RECBC membership. Most of us need to renew in April!
We still need suggestions for speakers or events for June, July and October.
One option mentioned for October was a movie/video and an ice cream social. George will be checking on and emailing potential speakers for these
months.
The Central Valley Bird Club has offered to post our info on their
webpage. George will be checking on this.
We have 6 potential Board members, and need a 7th person who might like to
join the Board. Please put your name on the ballot if you would like to become
a Board member.
If it is not possible to come to George’s house each and every month for the
Board meetings on the 3rd Thursday, we can set up a conference call, or you
can call in and be present on the phone! The Board positions are for 2 years.
The meeting was adjourned at 7:55 pm.
Respectfully submitted by Chloe Baskin
17
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NOTICE NOTICE NOTICE
This information will be
published in the directory
unless otherwise noted.

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
PURPOSE: To join together people who share a common interest in keeping cage birds
in captivity. To educate members and the general public in the best care, keeping
maintenance and breeding of cage birds. To support bird conservation.
Household

Individual

Sr. Household (60+)

Sr. Individual (60+)

Jr. - Under 17

$32.00

$27.00

$27.00

$22.00

$22.00

Membership dues are paid annually. If you have any questions about your dues,
contact Donna Shore (707) 585-7524.

Circle type of membership:

New

Renewal

Name:
Address:
City: _________________ State: _______

Zip Code: ________

Phone Numbers:
Email Address:
Payable to: Redwood Empire Cage Bird Club

Pet/Breeder

Pet/Breeder

P
P
P
P
P
P
P
P
P
P
P

P
P
P
P
P
P
P
P
P
P

B
B
B
B
B
B
B
B
B
B
B

Amazons
African Parrots
Budgies
Canaries
Cockatiels
Cockatoos
Conures
Doves
Eclectus
Finches
Game birds

B
B
B
B
B
B
B
B
B
B

Grasskeets
Lories/Lorikeets
Lovebirds
Macaws
Parrotlets
Pionus
Ringnecks
Rosellas
Australian Parakeets
Other

Mail to: Membership, RECBC, PO Box 6232, Santa Rosa, CA 95406
We often need help with various functions for the club (i.e. bird mart/expo/fair, toymaking party, silent auction, outreach program, picnic, etc.) Would you be interested
and willing to get involved and participate on occasion? Do you have any specialized
talents that you might like to volunteer? Please let us know!
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Redwood Empire Cage Bird Club
Since 1991

REMINDER
Check your mailing
address label for
renewal date.
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