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APPROVED 5/4/16 

Regular Meeting of the Casco Township Planning Commission 

March 2, 2016 – 7:00 PM 

Members Present:  Chairman Daniel Fleming, David Campbell, Lewis Adamson, Greg Knisley, 

Paul Macyauski and Judy Graff 

Absent:  Dian Liepe 

Staff Present:  Janet Chambers, Recording Secretary 

 

1.  Call to order and review of agenda:  The meeting was called to order at 7:05 pm.  

There were no changes to the agenda. 

 

2. Constitutional “Moment”:  Chairman Fleming’s Constitutional Moment (Attachment #1) 

noted the importance the Declaration of Independence (which establishes a nation), for 

the context it brings to understanding the Constitution (which establishes a government).  

 

3. Public Comment:  None 

 

4. Approval of minutes of 01/06/2016:  A motion by Campbell, seconded by Macyauski to 

approve the minutes of January 6, 2016 as printed.  All in favor.  MSC 

A letter from Supervisor Overhiser will be submitted to the minutes of 1/6/16 (Attachment 

#2). 

 

5. Report from Township Board representative, Judy Graff:  Graff reported on the Feb. 

15, 2016 Board of Trustees meeting.  The report included:  An update on road 

maintenance schedule for 2016.  Approval of new special assessment district for water & 

sewer services on 102nd Street.  Casco property in Miami park bluff & beach area will be 

surveyed for signage.  A one year assessment of the policing services by Officer Katje to 

be given at the March Board meeting.  Discussion of proposal for Casco Township to 

join the Water & Sewer Authority.   South Haven Hospital seeking a partnership. 

 

6. Report from ZBA representative Paul Macyauski:  There were 2 variances granted to 

a farm owner who wanted to split his farm off from a house on the property.  The 

property division resulted in two setback variances. 

 

7. Report from Water/Sewer representative Lou Adamson:  Adamson reported that all 

of the mandatory hookups in Casco Township have been taken care of.  South Haven 

Township still has some mandatory hookups that have not been completed.  There was 

discussion on enforcement of the mandatory hookup and legal options.  Discussion 

about the proposal of Casco Township joining the Authority continued.  Adamson stated 

Casco Township will have to pay expenses whether Casco joins the Authority or not.  

Joining the Authority would give Casco a seat at the voting table. 

 

Some Planning Commission members expressed concern about not knowing the cost to 

Casco Township if they join the Water/Sewer Authority.  They felt costs to Casco 

Township should be clearly spelled before Casco Township joins the Authority.   
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8. Old Business – Planning Commission Bylaws:  comments or suggestions:  

Chairman Fleming asked commissioners to submit anything in the Bylaws they would 

like considered for review.  Campbell would like the “Conflict of Interest” section to be 

reviewed.  Campbell would also like “shall” “could” “can” and “may” statements reviewed. 

Chairman Fleming asked that a letter from Supervisor Allan Overhiser be submitted to 

the January 6, 2016 minutes (Attachment #2) stating that the Township Board reviewed 

the Master Plan and determined that no change is needed at this time.  Campbell stated 

he feels the Township needs to take a “strategic” long term view in zoning amendments 

in the future. 

9. New Business – Observations on the South Haven home rental issue:  Chairman    

Fleming stated with changes and growth there is ebb and flow of opportunities.  As 

things change over years, towns boom, slow down, and boom again, opportunities come 

and go.  Practical things, such as noise or traffic, can be handled, the emotional side of 

change is more difficult.  

Discussion ensued about short term rental.  South Haven Township is dealing with short 

term rental issues.  Casco Planning Commission will have to deal with short term rental 

in the future.  Campbell submitted a South Haven Tribune article about South Haven’s 

Planning Commission discussing an ordinance to regulate short term rentals.  

(Attachment #3) 

Chairman Fleming had several items that will come up before the Planning Commission 

and asked commissioners to begin thinking about them.  A farmer will be requesting a 

restaurant in an agricultural district.  A resident is interested in putting up a 100 ft. 

wireless tower for internet.  Jensen’s campground would like to expand a non-

conforming business.   

Campbell submitted an article, “Model Language to Assist Local Governments in 

Adopting a Great Lakes Shoreline Protection Overlay Zone”. (Attachment #4) 

Campbell submitted an article, “Best Places to Live” giving demographics of Casco 

Township population by occupation. (Attachment #5) 

10.  Public Comment:  None 

 

11. Closing comments and adjournment:  A motion by Graff, supported by Adamson to 

adjourn.  All in favor.  Meeting adjourned at 8:40 PM. 

Next Planning Commission meeting will be Wednesday, May 4, 2016 

Minutes prepared by Janet Chambers, Recording Secretary 

 

Attachment #1:  Constitutional Moment 

Attachment #2:  Letter from Supervisor Allan Overhiser, Re:  Master Plan to be attached to 

1/6/16 minutes 

Attachment #3:  South Haven Tribune article, Re:  Short Term Rental in City of South Haven 

Attachment #4:  “Model Language to Assist Local Governments in Adopting a Great Lakes      

Shoreline Protection Overlay Zone”  
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Attachment #5:  “Best Places to Live” 
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Attachment #1
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Attachment #3 
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Attachment #4 
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Attachment #5 
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