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WHEELCHAIR  

ACCESSIBLE 

       Rev. Cory Germain 

      Office Hours: 

  Tuesday  9:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. 

  Wednesday 12:30 p.m. through                  

  evening meetings & activities 

  Thursday 9:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. 

  Friday   9:30 a.m.—12:30 p.m. 

  Rev. Cory’s phone: 507-399-8282 

 

Worship Hours  
Sunday School 9:15 

Worship 10:30 
Communion the first Sunday 

of every month.   



 

 

As we enter the season of Advent with its anticipation of the Christmas event, old familiar feelings 
come over us.  No matter what our age, this time of year brings twinges of anticipation.  As children 
it was for the first snowfall, sledding, ice skating, hot chocolate, mom’s holiday baking, and of 
course the Christmas presents that begin to appear under the tree.  Come to think of it, some of the 
anticipation is the same as we grow older, only some of it starts to feel more like dread.  When will I 
have to shovel that first snowfall or fire up the snowblower?  Will I do some unexpected “ice skat-
ing” as I make my way to the grocery or the post office?  How will I ever get all those cookies 
baked?  And how will we afford to put any gifts under the tree this year in the midst of a pandemic?  
Will we even be able to have a family gathering if COVID-19 cases continue to stay at (or even set 
new) record numbers in the area?   

It can start to feel overwhelming if we let ourselves lose too much of our childlike joy for the season, 
but that doesn’t need to happen.  Prioritize the most important of your chores, but don’t forget to 
take time to watch those first flakes float down outside your window and just recall what a simple 
joy that felt like as a child.  Take time to pray, thanking God that you are warm inside your home 
and asking that others less fortunate will find shelter against the cold.  Open your Bible and read 
about the anticipation of Zechariah and Elizabeth, Joseph and Mary in the first chapter of Luke as it 
points to the familiar story of Christ’s birth that we’ll share during the Christmas Eve service. 

Ten years ago this month, anticipation of a different kind was building to a fevered pitch.  The 419
th
 

Movement Control Battalion (US Army Reserve) and I had finished ten months of work in Afghani-
stan, trained our replacements to carry on the mission there, and couldn’t wait to get on a plane 
headed back to the United States.  Ellen and the kids, like all the families, were counting the hours 
until our arrival.  The anticipation for all of us was not unlike the excitement of a five-year-old lying 
under the family Christmas tree on December 23

rd
—the presents are in place, but can’t yet be 

opened.  When the day finally arrived and I surprised each of the kids in their classrooms, it felt like 
Christmas had come early as I held each of them in my arms.  Having experienced that joy, I can 
only imagine the feelings that must have washed over Mary as she held the long-anticipated messi-
ah in her arms that first Christmas day. 

To help focus your Advent season this year, I will be distributing a weekly email Advent and Christ-
mas Family Toolkit which is being produced by the UCC Minnesota Conference.  Look for it to be 
included with my weekly bulletin email that prepares you to attend church services either in person 
or virtually through our Facebook, RightNow Media, or church web pages (or Thursday afternoons 
on Fairmont cable channel 12).  If you would like to go a little deeper in your Advent preparations—
with a scripture reading, short reflection, and prayer each day—I also have printed copies of an ex-
cellent devotional published each year by Luther Seminary in St. Paul.  Stop by the office during 
the week or pick one up in the narthex on Sunday. 

My wish for you this Christmas season is that you never lose that Advent anticipation you knew as 
a child.  Take time during this busy month to keep Christ in your Christmas! 

       Blessings to you and yours, 

       Rev. Cory Germain 

    The Reverend’s Ruminations – December 2020 
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 Diaconate:  Cory Hainy reported on their usual activities.  Abigail Roiger is 

spearheading an online auction fundraiser.  Watch for more information. 

 Facilities:  Larry Thompson reported that approximately $1500 of the $2300 cost 

of the snowblower has been donated so far.  Additional donations can be sent to the 

church office. The Board has been working on repair of damaged walls in the storage 

room on south side of the stage. 

 Hospitality:  Dolores Gronewald reported that the Board has received orders for 

69 pies for their fundraiser.   

 Missions:  Joanne Eisenbarger reminded us that the Council had agreed to serve 

the Free Community Meal on Dec. 30.  We plan to serve Spaghetti, salad, garlic bread 

and bars.  Joanne will do publicity. 

 Worship:  Seasonal decorating will be done following worship on Nov. 22.  Pulpit 

supply has been arranged for 11-22-2020, working on 1-24-21.  Plans are moving forward 

for Christmas Eve service and Blue Christmas service…depending on COVID numbers. 

Old Business:  Catherine had sent a report from Nominating Committee.  Efforts are 

still in progress.  Following discussion reviewing our new cleaning service, motion was 

M/S/C (Cory/Larry) to increase Jill’s pay effective Dec. 1, 2020.  There was discussion  

regarding ongoing COVID strategy, confirmation, Bylaw changes and plans for           

distribution.  The sale of ham loaves netted approximately $400.  The proposed budget 

was received from the Budget committee.  Motion was M/S/C to recommend it to the  

congregation at the Annual Meeting. 

New Business:  The Annual Meeting date was set for January 31, 2021 with a snow 

date of 2-7-2021. 

Pastor Cory closed with prayer and the meeting was adjourned. 

Respectfully submitted, Marilyn Forstrom, Clerk 

COUNCIL MINUTES 

For 11-18-2020 

First Congregational UCC 

The Council met via Zoom.  The meeting was called to order by Moderator, Jane Kotewa.  Rev. Germain shared 

some thoughts on prayer and led in prayer. 

Members Present: Jane Kotewa, Larry Thompson, Cory Hainy, David Adams, Dolores Gronewald, Wendy 

Ziemer, Catherine Johnson, Joanne Eisenbarger, Marilyn Forstrom.  Ex-Officio member present were Pastor 

Cory and Dara Bliesmer, Ass’t Treasurer. 

Members Absent:  Robbin Celander and David Meschke 

Minutes of the October 21, 2020 meeting were approved as printed. (M/S/C Larry/Cory) 

Treasurer’s Report: Motion was M/S/C (Dolores/Larry) to receive the printed report. Note was made of the 

helpful side notes that Dave Meschke, Treasurer had made available in his absence.  Being 92% through the 

year, we have only received 76% of pledged and non-pledged giving but it is believed  we will end the year in 

the black, thanks in part to the PPP loan received last spring.  Dara reported that we received $1632 in the 

form of a Cares Act Grant to cover video/streaming equipment. 

Pastor’s Report:  Pastor Cory’s report was received as printed indicating routine duties, a Right Now Confer-

ence and Legion Honor Guard duties. 

Board Reports: 

 Christian Ed:  Wendy reported that the new curriculum is working very well. Kits will be made and 

delivered to the children in lieu of in person  “Gingerbread House” building. 
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Ushers, Readers, Greeters 

First Congregational UCC 

December 2020 

December 6 

Diaconate:  Eric B. Johnson  

Usher  Dave Meschke   

Reader  Kay Campe 

Greeter  Sue Kruse 

 

December 13 

Diaconate:  Eric B. Johnson  

Usher  Trenton Jorgenson  

Reader  Ellen Germain    

Greeter  Kathy Jorgenson  

 

December 20 

Diaconate:  Eric B. Johnson  

Usher  Eric Johnson  

Reader  Catherine Johnson  

Greeters  Catherine Johnson 

 

December 27 

Diaconate:  Eric B. Johnson  

Ushers  Larry Thompson    

Reader  Carolyn Thompson   

Greeter  Carolyn Thompson 

 

Partners in Ministry 

25-Oct Dean & Donna Grotte Anniversary Capital Jim Grotte 

25-Oct Memory of Chuck Neusch   Lyle & Charlene Norris 

1-Nov In Honor of Ginny Riedesel Starfish Marilyn Forstrom 

1-Nov Memory of Todd Bauman Starfish Virginia Riedesel 

1-Nov Steve & Janine Draper Anniversary   Margaret Weaver 

8-Nov Memory of Peggy Heinrich Starfish Les Heinrich 

8-Nov Dean & Donna Grotte Anniversary   Margaret Weaver 

15-Nov Memory of Larry Carlson Starfish Marilyn Forstrom 

15-Nov Memory of Betty Jorgensen-Wise Starfish Wanda Johnson 

Date Memory/Honor of Donor Designation From 

M
e
m

o
r
ia

ls
 



 

 

Wanda (Rowan) Johnson was born in her 
grandparent's home in Emmett County, 
Iowa.  At the time of her birth, it was usual 
to be "at home" with a midwife in attend-
ance.  She and her parents 
lived near Iowa Lake but moved to Martin 
County before she was two years old. 
 

Wanda attended District 28 Country 
School near Granada.   Ruth Anthony (a 
well-known Granada 
woman) was her teacher.  When she 
reached 7th grade, the country schools 
were closed to the older students 
and  transferred to Granada High School 
in Granada.   Wanda was graduated in 
1954 as Co-Valedictorian with classmate 
Janice (Porter) Oberg.  LaRayne Hiller 
was Salutatorian.  (I remember these girls 
and how smart they were...and I was a 
little "in awe" of their accomplishments!) 
 

After graduation, Wanda worked at First 
National Bank in Fairmont for three 
years.  During this time she became a 
member of First Congregational Church 
UCC of Fairmont.  She met Ken Jorgen-
sen and they were married in 1957.  They 
lived on a farm south of Fairmont and 
were blessed with three children:  Ken Jr., 
Jill, and Jim.  Ken Sr. had served in the 
Air Force, was discharged, and was farm-
ing when sadly he died in 1963. 

 

Wanda and her children moved to Willow 
Street in 1963.  She began work for the 
Law Firm in Fairmont in 1967.  She mar-
ried Bruce Johnson in 1969 but later di-
vorced in 1978.  She went to Mankato  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Extended Campus graduating in 
1981.  She then started Law School in 
1983 and was graduated in 1986.  She 
came back to the Law Firm where she 
worked until she retired.   
 
She has been very active in our Church 
having taught Bible School and serving on 
a number of 
boards.  She served on the Search Com-
mittee that called Rev. Lyle Norris to be 
our minister.  
 
Did you know that Wanda is the oldest of 
13?!    Oh, and, she now considers her-
self "retired"! 
 
During the snowstorm outside, it was 
such a delight to talk to Wanda and to 
reminisce!  
 

 

 

 

- Submitted by Lee Hanning 

Wanda (Rowan) Johnson - Nov 10, 2020 
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*All worship services from First Congregational UCC since March 22 are archived (by 
date) alongside the other great content on the rightnow MEDIA website & app! 

________________________________________________________ 
After a few months of fairly serious RNM recommendations, here’s a fun one that you and your 
kids can check out in The Slugs & Bugs Show series just in time for Advent—Make Ready 
for Christmas: 

As Randall and friends prepare for Christmas, Maggie decides to expand the annual Sing
-Along into a full-blown Christmas Eve pageant spectacular!  Randall introduces every-
one to the season of Advent, and Doug discovers something mysterious going on when 
chocolate chips go missing.  Neighbor Scott Hamilton announces he's building a huge 
12 Days of Christmas display, and Maggie finds herself called on to sacrifice more and 
more of her pageant dreams to help her friends.  With so much activity and a dizzying 
carousel of friends stopping by, will Christmas end in disappointment or will the Work-
shop bunch embrace the invitation of the season and experience the true meaning of 
Christmas? 

Special guests: Scott Hamilton, Ellie Holcomb, Andrew Peterson, Buddy Green, Ron 
Block, Diana Beach Batarseh and Jeff Taylor. 
 

There are many episodes of The Slugs & Bugs Show, so if your kids enjoy these two half-
hour episodes, go check out their other fun adventures! 

________________________________________________________ 
 
I know it’s hard to believe that Christmas is just around the corner.  It’s been a wild and crazy 
year, so by this time maybe we’re all ready to reflect on Jesus’ coming with our family and 
church.  We certainly need the hope of Jesus this winter!  Similar to the four Sundays of the 
Advent season, author, pastor, and teacher J.D. Greear has a four-episode series focusing on 
the meaning of this blessed season.  Take a break from the gloomy news programs and be in-
spired by Advent: 

The Christmas story, or Advent, is more than a sentimental myth or a quiet manger 
scene we use to decorate our living rooms. The Christmas story is the good news of 
God entering into our darkness. Join J.D. Greear in this four-session series as he takes 
a deeper look at Jesus as Emmanuel, our Wonderful Counselor, the Everlasting Father, 
and the great I Am. When you know Jesus, you will realize Christmas is more than a 
nice story—the arrival of Jesus changes everything. 

 
________________________________________________________ 

 
*Do you still need to sign up for a FREE rightnow MEDIA account? 

Go to https://www.rightnow.org/Account/Invite/FCONG 
 

Once logged in to your FREE account on rightnow MEDIA, you can either scroll down the left 
side library list OR click on the LIBRARIES icon in the upper left corner of the screen and select 
“First Congregational UCC” to access the “Fairmont Worship Services” channel, or any of the 
other great resources on the site.  “Pastor Cory’s Picks” is where you’ll find videos I’ve recom-
mended here, as well as others that interest me.  Stay tuned… the list changes as I discover 
new picks!  If you’ve discovered a show or video on rightnow MEDIA that you think others 
would enjoy, email me and I’ll promote it in next month’s column. 
        ~ Pastor Cory 
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From the Facilities Board:  

The church’s main snow blower has come to the end of its useful life after 
nearly 25 years of faithful service.  Its drive system is completely worn out 
and parts to repair it are nearly impossible to find.  We’ve decided that the 
best option is to purchase a snow blower attachment for our John Deere 
riding mower, but we need your help!  A couple of pledges have already 
been offered, but if you’d like to donate toward a much-needed equipment 
purchase that will help keep our property clear and safe this winter, please 
contact Dean Grotte or Larry Thompson. 

T.O.P.S.  

(Taking OFF Pounds Sensibly)  

Meets weekly on Thursdays from 6-7:00 p.m. 

Join us! 

Contact Sherry Larson if you are interested in joining.  







 

The third annual  

community reading of 

Charles Dickens’  

A Christmas Carol  

will take place on  

Thursday evening,  

December 17 at 7:00 pm  

Red Rock Center for the Arts.  

A freewill offering will be  

collected to support the  

Important work of  

Heaven’s Table Food Shelf 

Our pecan fundraiser is still active.  We 

have pieces and halves for $10 per bag.  

Please stop by the church during office 

hours or if you need a delivery, please 

leave a phone message at the church.  

Wild rice will arrive on Dec. 23.  Follow 

the same instructions to purchase it. 
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Instructions 
Preheat the oven to 250 degrees F, and 

lightly grease a baking sheet. 
Place the popcorn in a large mixing bowl, 

along with the nuts. 
Melt the butter in a medium saucepan 

over low heat. 
Stir in the brown sugar, corn syrup, and 

salt. 
Increase the heat to medium and bring the 

mixture to a boil, stirring. 
When the caramel comes to a boil, reduce 

the heat to medium low and allow to 
simmer, stirring, for 3 minutes (or until 
the temperature is registers about 235 
degrees F on a candy thermometer). 

Remove the pot from the heat and stir in 
the vanilla and baking soda (the mix-
ture will foam up). 

Slowly drizzle the mixture over the pop-
corn, while stirring/tossing the popcorn 
to coat it with the hot caramel. (It might 
be easier if you have a kitchen helper. 
One can pour while the other stirs.) 

When the popcorn is well coated with 
caramel, spread it out in an even layer 
on a greased baking sheet. 

Bake for 1 hour. 
Allow to cool completely, then 

drizzle with melted white choc-
olate and melted dark choco-
late. 

Let the chocolate set, then break 
the moose munch into chunks 
and package up in mason jars, 
paper boxes, or cello bags for 
gifting. 

Ingredients 

2 3-ounce bags microwave popcorn 
(lightly salted), popped 
1 cup cashews 
1 cup whole almonds 
1/2 cup unsalted butter 
1 cup light brown sugar, packed 
1/3 cup dark corn syrup 
1/2 teaspoon kosher salt 
1 teaspoon vanilla extract 
1/2 teaspoon baking soda 
2 ounces white chocolate, melted 
2 ounces dark chocolate, melted 

Recipe from Baking a Moment (Adapted slightly from Brown Sugar Mama's Butter Toffee Popcorn recipe.) 

 Submitted by Ann ~ Careful, it’s addicting! 

https://amzn.to/2Spn9eH
https://amzn.to/2lsS27m
https://amzn.to/2Srk5ih
https://amzn.to/2WqsMz5
https://amzn.to/2KZkkAh
https://amzn.to/2TVyDYD
https://amzn.to/2mt3QGO
https://bsugarmama.com/butter-toffee-popcorn-recipe/


Thank you! 

Margo, Kathy, Marilyn, Joanne and 

Dolores for helping prepare last 

month’s newsletter for mailing.   

You are very much appreciated! 

HyVee and Fareway  
Receipt Report as of Nov 15 2020 
 
During the last four weeks, $24,565.98 
(16.38%) worth of Hy-Vee slips were 
turned in.    After 7 weeks, Hy-Vee is 
at $41,706.78 (27.80%) toward the 
13th $150,000 goal.   
 
During the same four weeks, 
$15,819.98 (10.55%) worth of Fare-
way slips were received.  After 113 
weeks, Fareway is at $141,970.51 
(94.65%) toward our 3rd $1,000 from 
Fareway Store.  These four weeks a 
large amount was received, equal to 
about 13 weeks.  Now, we may reach 
the goal in February 2021.  
 
Thanks for bringing into the Church, or 
mailing them to me.  Even the very 
small amounts help.                                             
 

 
During this period, slips going back to 
October 2015 were received.  Remem-
ber this program started the first of 
March 2011, so any slips from then 
until now can be used.  Any Fairmont 
Fareway and Hy-Vee food store regis-
ter slip can be used.  Even slips from 
Hy-Vee Gas, Coffee Shop, Food Ser-
vice, and    Pharmacy help us toward 
the goal. 
 
Reported by; 
Jim Bock 
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You’ll find the full color version of the 
newsletter, on the church website at: 

http://www.fairmontucc.org/  

http://www.fairmontucc.org/
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  Anniversaries 
  Dec   4     Don & Shelby Marks        38 yrs 

  Dec   7     John & Donna Holstine     57 yrs 

  Dec   9     Brian & Julie Thate        20 yes 

  Dec 10    Greg & Cheryl Ashland        26 yrs 

  Dec 18     Terry & Marcia Winegar   38 yrs 

  Dec 23     Robert & Diane Neusch     54 yrs 

  Dec 30     Lance & Jenny Willard     25 yes 

Dec 2     Antonio Johnson 

      Betty Jones 

Dec 3     Julie Thate 

Dec 4     Harold Stepanek 

Dec 5     Jim Hough 

Dec 6     Mackenzie Brummond  

Dec 7     Cynthia Celander 

       Mary Beth Snyder 

Dec 10   Jenna McAlister 

Dec 11   Jonathon Meschke 

Dec 14   Jan Shaffer 

     Kay Campe 

     Christina Hainy 

Dec 15  Jacob Shoen 

     Braden Grefe                        

      Tabitha Wayman 

Dec 17   Kim Shaffer 

      Tim Huset   

Dec 20   Craig Nelson 

      Trenton Jorgensen 

Dec 23   Caroline Olson 

     Melva Tonne 

Dec 25   Gretchen Jorgensen 

Dec 26   Rev. Cory Germain 

              Emma Germain 

Dec 28   Cathy Celander 

Dec 29   Eric B. Johnson 

      Jesse Lasch   

      Kora Kay Lasch 

Dec 30   Destiny Massey 

      Ellen Germainü 

Dec 31   Katelyn Draper   

Birthdays 


