
Mike Doyle 
Update on PE/Health and ESSA 

 
On December 10, 2015 President Obama signed into law a reauthorized Elementary and 
Secondary Education Act (ESEA) titled the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA).  This 
law ends No Child Left Behind (NCLB) which was authorized in 2001.   Fortunately 
Physical Education and Health were included in the definition of a ñWell Rounded 
Educationò in ESSA.  What that does is put PE/Health on a level playing field with 15 
other subject areas.  It gives PE/Health equal access to Title I funds for districts with high 
numbers or high percentages of children from low-income families and Title II funds for 
professional development.  Most importantly it gives us access to Title IV, Part A 
funding.  With ESSA the PEP Grant program was eliminated, but Title IV, Part A gives us 
access to $1.65 billion dollars that congress has authorized for fiscal year 2017.   
 
That $1.65 billion is for use in three areas: 
1. Well-rounded education (which now included PE/Health)  
2. Supporting safe and healthy schools (which includes before/after school 
programs) 

3. Effective use of technology 
 

One thing about being included in the definition of a well-rounded 
education with 15 other subject areas is that we have to share the $1.65 
billion with 15 other subject areas.  How that money will be distributed 
to the states then the individual districts still needs to be determined, but 
districts need to develop a needs assessment plan.  It would be a very 
good idea as a PE/Health teacher to get on that needs assessment 
planning team to explain the importance of a well-funded PE/Health 
program and how it would benefit the students in your school.  
 
Unfortunately a few weeks ago the president released his fiscal year 
2017 budget proposal and it only provides $500 million to Title IV, Part 
A.  That is less than one-third of the original $1.65 billion that congress 
agreed to in ESSA. 
 
Fortunately SHAPE America held its annual Speak Out Day on March 
2, 2016.  The timing could not have been better for 200 PE/Health teachers from 46 
different states to spend a day on Capitol Hill in Washington DC to advocate for the return 
to the original $1.65 billion that congress intended.   
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Four MNSHAPE members were in attendance and had the opportunity to speak with staff members from the 
offices of Rep. Tim Walz, Rep. Collin Peterson, Rep. Betty McCollum, Senator Amy Klobuchar, and Senator Al 
Franken.  All of the staff members, especially from the Senate side, were very supportive of Physical Education/
Health and understood the importance of the funding needed to teach our students how to live healthy active lives.  
Hopefully the same positive support was felt with the other congressional offices in the other 45 states 
represented.  I would personally like to thank Samantha Nelson from Willmar Public Schools, Diana Villeneuve 
from Stillwater Public Schools, and Alex Kvanli a student from Mankato State University for taking the time to 
attend the 2016 Speak Out Day. 
 
Many people are excited about ESSA because it gives more control back to states and individual districts instead 
of the federal government.  What we need to be careful about is the fact that just because PE/Health is considered 
part of a well-rounded education at the federal level, it doesnôt mean that the state of Minnesota or your local 
district has to allow PE/Heath the access to Title IV, Part A funding.  Another one of our asks in Washington DC 
was for the members of congress at the federal level to send letters to the Governor and the Education  
 
Commissioner asking that they support Health and Physical Education as they prioritize and distribute federal 
education funding across the state.  At MNSHAPE we will do everything we can to make sure that Minnesota 
keeps the funding available for PE/Health that the federal government intended. 
 
I encourage you to find out information about these needs assessment teams that will be starting up in your 
districts and make your PE/Health voice heard.  If they do not hear from you about how important a properly 
funded PE/Health program can be for your district then you may be left out. 
 
If you have any questions or are willing to assist MNSHAPE with advocating our needs at the state level, please 
let me know.  michael.doyle@wayzata.k12.mn.us 
 
Donôt forget that the 2016 SHAPE America Convention and Expo at the Minneapolis Convention Center on 
April 5-9 will be an amazing event that will allow us here in Minnesota to show the rest of the world the latest 
and greatest of Health Education and Physical Education. I am very fortunate to be presenting a session titled 
ñD Squared 1.0 ð All Access Drums and Danceò with 2014 SHAPE America Dance Teacher of the Year 
MacKenzie Mushel Ellis from Colorado.  It will be from 7:30 AM - 8:45 AM on Thursday, April 7 in room 
102 A-F. 
 
Enjoy the National 
Convention! 
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Message from the President Elect 
Megan McCollom 

We are only one month away from the SHAPE America National Convention, 
which is going to be held at the Minneapolis Convention Center April 5th 
through the 9th.  If you have not registered to go to the convention, you can still 
register before or at the door.  If you are struggling to get approval from your 
school district, there is a justification toolkit available online to help you make 
your case as to why you should be allowed to attend the convention.  For the 
justification toolkit, the program booklet, the list of speakers, and more 
information about the convention, visit the SHAPE America Convention 
website at http://www.shapeamerica.org/events/convention2016/. 
 
I will be presenting with Dr. Sue Tarr at the SHAPE America National 
Convention about how to link your physical education grading philosophy with 
the national standards and grade-level outcomes.  We will be discussing steps 
to take in order to create a physical education grading philosophy, how to 
connect your philosophy to the national standards and grade-level outcomes, 
how to create a scope and sequence that assists your learners in meeting the 
grade-level outcomes, and what areas you should be assessing your students in 
throughout the school year.  If you are interested in creating a better physical education grading philosophy that 
aligns with the national standards and grade-level outcomes, come to our presentation on Wednesday, April 6th 
at 1:45pm in room 211 AB. 
 
The keynote speaker at the general session on Wednesday, April 6th from 10:30am to noon is Tom Rath.  Tom 
Rath is an author, researcher, and filmmaker; he will be speaking about the topics in his newest book, ñAre You 
Fully Charged?,ò which is about the latest and most practical research from health, psychology, and economics.  
According to the SHAPE America website, Tom will be showing you how to make changes that will create better 
days for yourself and others, and he will challenge you to stop pursuing happiness and start creating meaning 
instead.  Thursdayôs general session features Chris Waddell, a U.S. Paralymic sit-skier and wheelchair track 
athlete, and internationally renowned chef Jon Ashton with a surprise NFL player.  Fridayôs general session will 
be about the Every Student Succeeds Act. 
 
Having the SHAPE America National Convention in Minnesota is a once in a career opportunity for most of us.  I 
hope you will all be able to take advantage of this wonderful opportunity by attending, learning, sharing, and 
networking with other professionals in our field from around the world. 
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Free PE Workshop 
Saturday, April 30th 2016 

8:00 AM-12:30 PM 

Winona Middle School 

1570 Homer Rd 

Winona, MN 55987 

Register at: https://goo.gl/BTe8w8 
 

                             

http://www.shapeamerica.org/events/convention2016/
https://goo.gl/BTe8w8
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