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Prelude

Contemporary Music
Gathering

[Pastor] As we enter, eager and expectant, into this solemn season of
Advent, looking forward to the birth of the Christ child, let us renew in
ourselves that vision of God's perfect kingdom which is the end of all our
strivings and the consummation of God's loving purposes for us.
Amen
[Asst] Together let us honestly and humbly confess that we have not lived
as God desires.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Loving and forgiving God,
In sorrow and penitence we confess our failures and shortcomings,
and seek pardon for those sins which frustrate his redemptive
purposes and hinder the advent of his reign of love. So in prayer,
praise and song do we give voice to the hope set forth in the
Scriptures, that his kingdom shall come; and, as we prepare for that
day to dawn upon us from on high, so we commend ourselves and
the whole human family to his keeping.
Amen
[Pastor] May he guide us into the way of peace, give light to those who sit in
darkness and the shadow of death, and kindle in us the fire of his love.
Amen, come Lord Jesus.
Entrance Hymn

“Once In Royal David’s City”

Greeting
[Pastor] Holy people of God, called through the gospel of Christ, enlightened
by the Spirit: grace, mercy, and peace be with you all.
And also with you.
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Prayer of the Day
[Assistant] Let us pray.
Stir up the wills of your faithful people, Lord God, and open our ears to the
words of your prophets, that, anointed by your Spirit, we may testify to your
light; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen
FULL VIDEO CONTAINS First Lesson through Ninth Carol
FIRST LESSON
Genesis 3:8-15, 17-19 - Ricky Wingard
(God announces in the Garden of Eden Adam and Eve's punishment for their
rebellion and that the seed of woman shall bruise the serpent's head.)
8 Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the Lord God as he was
walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and they hid from the Lord God
among the trees of the garden. 9 But the Lord God called to the man,
“Where are you?” 10 He answered, “I heard you in the garden, and I was
afraid because I was naked; so I hid.” 11 And he said, “Who told you that
you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree that I commanded you not
to eat from?” 12 The man said, “The woman you put here with me—she
gave me some fruit from the tree, and I ate it.” 13 Then the Lord God said
to the woman, “What is this you have done?” The woman said, “The serpent
deceived me, and I ate.” 14 So the Lord God said to the serpent, “Because
you have done this, “Cursed are you above all livestock and all wild animals!
You will crawl on your belly and you will eat dust all the days of your life. 15
And I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your
offspring[a] and hers; he will crush[b] your head, and you will strike his
heel. 17 To Adam he said, “Because you listened to your wife and ate fruit
from the tree about which I commanded you, ‘You must not eat from it,’
“Cursed is the ground because of you; through painful toil you will eat food
from it all the days of your life. 18 It will produce thorns and thistles for
you, and you will eat the plants of the field. 19 By the sweat of your brow
you will eat your food until you return to the ground, since from it you were
taken; for dust you are and to dust you will return.”
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
First Carol

“Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus”
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SECOND LESSON

Genesis 22:15-18 Bethany Paetow

(God promises to Abraham that by his descendants all the nations of the
earth will obtain blessings.)
15 The angel of the Lord called to Abraham from heaven a second time 16
and said, “I swear by myself, declares the Lord, that because you have done
this and have not withheld your son, your only son, 17 I will surely bless you
and make your descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and as the
sand on the seashore. Your descendants will take possession of the cities of
their enemies, 18 and through your offspring all nations on earth will be
blessed, because you have obeyed me.”
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Second Carol

“The God of Abraham Praise” - Verses 1 - 3

THIRD LESSON

Isaiah 7: 10–15 - Kathleen Shutt

(God promises that a child shall be conceived who will be known as "God
with us.")
10 Again the Lord spoke to Ahaz, 11 “Ask the Lord your God for a sign,
whether in the deepest depths or in the highest heights.” 12 But Ahaz said,
“I will not ask; I will not put the Lord to the test.” 13 Then Isaiah said, “Hear
now, you house of David! Is it not enough to try the patience of humans?
Will you try the patience of my God also? 14 Therefore the Lord himself will
give you a sign: The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and will call
him Immanuel. 15 He will be eating curds and honey when he knows
enough to reject the wrong and choose the right.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Third Carol

“O Come, O Come Emmanuel” – Verses 1,2,4, & 7
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FOURTH LESSON

Zephaniah 3: 14-18 - Kathy Boivin

(The Lord will be among us; we are summoned to rejoice and sing.)
Sing, Daughter Zion; shout aloud, Israel! Be glad and rejoice with all your
heart, Daughter Jerusalem! 15 The Lord has taken away your punishment,
he has turned back your enemy. The Lord, the King of Israel, is with you;
never again will you fear any harm. 16 On that day they will say to
Jerusalem, “Do not fear, Zion; do not let your hands hang limp. 17 The Lord
your God is with you, the Mighty Warrior who saves. He will take great
delight in you; in his love he will no longer rebuke you, but will rejoice over
you with singing.” 18 “I will remove from you all who mourn over the loss of
your appointed festivals, which is a burden and reproach for you.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Fourth Carol

“People Look East”

FIFTH LESSON

Luke 1:26-35, 38 - Ed Kubic

(The angel Gabriel announces to the virgin Mary that she will give birth to
Gods promised Son, whose kingdom will never end.)
26 In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel
to Nazareth, a town in Galilee, 27 to a virgin pledged to be married to a man
named Joseph, a descendant of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28 The
angel went to her and said, “Greetings, you who are highly favored! The
Lord is with you.”
29 Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of
greeting this might be. 30 But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid,
Mary; you have found favor with God. 31 You will conceive and give birth to
a son, and you are to call him Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called
the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his father
David, 33 and he will reign over Jacob’s descendants forever; his kingdom
will never end.”
34 “How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?”
35 The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power of
the Most High will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called
the Son of God.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Fifth Carol

“The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came”

SIXTH LESSON

Luke 2:1-7 - Mary Fisher

(Against a backdrop of emperors and taxes, Jesus is born.)
2 In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be
taken of the entire Roman world. 2 (This was the first census that took place
while Quirinius was governor of Syria.) 3 And everyone went to their own
town to register.
4 So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to
Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the house and line of
David. 5 He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be
married to him and was expecting a child. 6 While they were there, the time
came for the baby to be born, 7 and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son.
She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was
no guest room available for them.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Sixth Carol

“Away In a Manger”

SEVENTH LESSON

Luke 2:8-16 - Mary Walker

(The shepherds go to see the Savior of the world and find him lying in a
manger.)
8 And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch
over their flocks at night. 9 An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the
glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10 But the
angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause
great joy for all the people. 11 Today in the town of David a Savior has been
born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. 12 This will be a sign to you: You
will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.”
13 Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel,
praising God and saying,
14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven,
and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.”
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15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said
to one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has
happened, which the Lord has told us about.”
16 So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was
lying in the manger.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Seventh Carol

“There’s a Star In the East”

EIGHTH LESSON

Matthew 2:1-11 - Bill Walker

(The wise men follow a star to find the child Jesus, the King of the Jews.)
2 After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King
Herod, Magi from the east came to Jerusalem 2 and asked, “Where is the
one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw his star when it rose and
have come to worship him.”
3 When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him.
4 When he had called together all the people’s chief priests and teachers of
the law, he asked them where the Messiah was to be born. 5 “In Bethlehem
in Judea,” they replied, “for this is what the prophet has written:
6 “‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
for out of you will come a ruler
who will shepherd my people Israel.’”
7 Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found out from them the exact
time the star had appeared. 8 He sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and
search carefully for the child. As soon as you find him, report to me, so that
I too may go and worship him.”
9 After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and the star they
had seen when it rose went ahead of them until it stopped over the place
where the child was. 10 When they saw the star, they were overjoyed. 11
On coming to the house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, and they
bowed down and worshiped him. Then they opened their treasures and
presented him with gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Eighth Carol

“We Three Kings”

NINTH LESSON

John 1:1-14 - Mary Beth Hill

(John unfolds the great mystery of the Incarnation.)
1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word
was God. 2 He was with God in the beginning. 3 Through him all things were
made; without him nothing was made that has been made. 4 In him was
life, and that life was the light of all mankind. 5 The light shines in the
darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.
6 There was a man sent from God whose name was John. 7 He came as a
witness to testify concerning that light, so that through him all might
believe. 8 He himself was not the light; he came only as a witness to the
light.
9 The true light that gives light to everyone was coming into the world. 10
He was in the world, and though the world was made through him, the
world did not recognize him. 11 He came to that which was his own, but his
own did not receive him. 12 Yet to all who did receive him, to those who
believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God— 13
children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s
will, but born of God.
14 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen
his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full
of grace and truth.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Ninth Carol

“O Come, All Ye Faithful”

Prayers of the Church
[Assistant] God of power and might, shine your radiance and come quickly
to this weary world. Hear our prayers for everyone in need.
A brief silence.
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God of preachers and messengers, you have entrusted your church with the
work of proclaiming good news. Strengthen the witness of bishops, pastors,
deacons, church musicians, lay leaders, and all people who contribute their
prayers and talents to public worship. Embed your word in their hearts.
Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
God of every living creature, you announce the year of your favor for all of
creation. Extend your kindness and relief to endangered animals and plants.
Strengthen the human beings who rely on the rhythms of nature to make
their living.
Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
God of all peoples and nations, you plant us as your oaks of righteousness
and ask us to care for one another. Be present with the leaders of every
nation as they govern. Give them a spirit of righteousness, that your
goodness and mercy is revealed through their actions.
Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
God of exiles and wanderers, you repair what was once destroyed. We pray
for people who have been displaced from their homes by fire, flood,
earthquake, or storm. Support the work of Lutheran World Relief, Lutheran
Disaster Response, and all disaster relief organizations in their recovery
efforts.
Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
God of the powerful and helpless, you clothe us with strength when our
spirits are weak and weary. Bestow your spirit upon this congregation and
empower us to comfort the people who turn to us in times of need. Make
your church a place of refuge and healing.
Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
God of sinners and saints, you offer joy even in the midst of our grief. We
are grateful for the beloved, imperfect people whose lives testified to your
radiant love. Anoint all who mourn with the oil of gladness.
Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
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Draw near to us, O God, and receive our prayers for the sake of your Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen
We Share God’s Peace
[Assistant] The peace of the Lord be with you always!
And also with you.
Let us share signs of peace with one another by waving greetings to each
other, as we remain in place.
Offering Prayer
[Assistant] Generous God, you have created all that is, and you provide for
us in every season. Bless all that we offer, that through these gifts the world
will receive your blessing. In the name of Jesus, Emmanuel, we pray.
Amen
GREAT THANKSGIVING
DIALOGUE
[Pastor] The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
Holy God, the Beginning and the End,
our Salvation and our Hope,
we praise you for creating a world of order and beauty.
When we brought on chaos, cruelty and despair,
you sent the prophets to proclaim your justice and mercy.
At this end of the ages
your Son Jesus came to bring us your love
and to heal all the suffering world.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore,
his life, death, and resurrection,
we await his coming again
in righteousness and peace.
Send your Spirit on us
and on this bread and wine we share:
strengthen our faith,
increase our hope,
and bring to birth the justice and joy of your Son.
Through him all glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy
Spirit, in your holy Church, both now and forever.
Amen
The Lord’s Prayer
[Pastor] Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever.
Amen
Distribution of Communion

Contemporary Music

Blessing after Communion
[Pastor] The Body and Blood of Our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and
keep you in His grace.
Amen
Prayer after Communion
[Assistant] Gracious and abundant God,
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You have done great things for us, and we rejoice. In this bread and cup you
give us life forever. In your boundless mercy, strengthen us and open our
hearts to the world’s needs, for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen
Sending
Blessing
[Pastor] May God the Father, who loved the world so much that he sent his
only Son, give you grace to prepare for eternal life.
Amen
[Assistant] May God the Son, who comes to us as Redeemer and Judge,
reveal to you the path from darkness to light.
Amen
[Pastor] May God the Holy Spirit, by whose working the Virgin Mary
conceived the Christ, help you bear the fruits of holiness.
Amen
Sending Hymn

“People Look East”

Dismissal
[Assistant] And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the
Holy Spirit, be with you and remain with you always.
Thanks be to God.
Postlude

Contemporary Music

All music and lyrics used by permission of CCLI License #2760218 and onelicense.net #A-711634
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