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MEDICARE TO PROVIDE COVERAGE FOR CRITICAL CARE AND SUPPORT SERVICES FOR 
INDIVIDUALS LIVING WITH ALZHEIMER’S DISEASE  

Alzheimer’s Association Applauds CMS for Implementation of Services Consistent with the HOPE 
for Alzheimer’s Act  

 
 

WASHINGTON, D.C., November 3, 2016 – Today, the Alzheimer’s Association is celebrating an 
important milestone for the millions of Americans living with Alzheimer’s disease. For the first time people 
living with Alzheimer’s disease will have access to care planning with a medical professional. The Centers 
for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) has finalized its decision to pay for cognitive and functional 
assessments and care planning for patients with Alzheimer’s disease and other cognitive impairments. 
The decision, first announced in July as a proposal, comes following rapidly growing bipartisan support in 
Congress for the Health Outcomes, Planning, and Education (HOPE) for Alzheimer’s Act (S. 857, H.R. 
1559). CMS has now made it easier for physicians to provide critical care and support services for 
persons living with Alzheimer’s disease.  
 
For too long there has been a critical gap in care and support, with individuals unable to receive 
necessary diagnosis and care planning support from care providers. Following a diagnosis, care planning 
is crucial to improving outcomes and maintaining quality of life for the diagnosed and their caregivers, as 
well as controlling costs and planning appropriately for the future.  
 
“This final decision by CMS means individuals living with Alzheimer’s disease will finally have access to 
critical care and support services that can improve quality-of-life for the individual, their family and 
caregivers,” said Harry Johns, Alzheimer’s Association President and CEO. “Now that care planning 
sessions will be available to them, individuals living with the disease will have access to much-needed 
information on treatments and services.”   
 
More than 5 million Americans are living with the disease today, and that number could rise as high as 16 
million by 2050. What’s more, over 85 percent of people with Alzheimer’s and other dementias have one 
or more other chronic conditions, such as diabetes or heart disease. Care planning is critical for 
coordinating care and managing chronic conditions.  
 
“Thousands of our families have reached out to us over the past several months to tell us how essential 
this service is for those contending with Alzheimer’s disease. Now that CMS is increasing access to 
cognitive assessment and care planning sessions, individuals and their medical professionals can 
develop a plan to better manage these conditions,” said Robert Egge, Alzheimer’s Association Chief 
Public Policy Officer. “Proper care planning results in fewer hospitalizations, fewer emergency room visits 
and better management of medication — all of which improves the quality of life for both patients and 
caregivers, and helps manage overall care costs.”  
 
Support for this decision wouldn’t have been possible without the hard work of the HOPE for Alzheimer’s 
Act lead sponsors Senator Debbie Stabenow (D-MI) in the Senate and Representative Chris Smith (R-NJ) 
in the House.  
 



Alzheimer’s is the most expensive disease in America at a cost of $236 billion annually, and our public 
policy decisions should reflect that reality. It is also the only leading cause of death in the U.S. that cannot 
be prevented, cured or even slowed. 
 
Alzheimer’s Association grassroots advocates and staff have held thousands of congressional meetings 
to secure support for the HOPE for Alzheimer’s Act since the bill’s introduction, and have worked 
tirelessly to secure support for the benefit at CMS. Following CMS’s announcement in July, the 
Alzheimer’s Association submitted comments to provide our expertise on the ways this new service could 
best be implemented to positively impact the lives of those living with Alzheimer’s disease. The 
Alzheimer's Association will continue to engage CMS to ensure the service’s maximum impact for people 
living with the disease and their caregivers.  
 
For more information on Alzheimer’s disease, visit alz.org. 
 
Alzheimer’s Association® 
The Alzheimer’s Association is the leading voluntary health organization in Alzheimer's care, support and 
research. Our mission is to eliminate Alzheimer’s disease through the advancement of research, to 
provide and enhance care and support for all affected, and to reduce the risk of dementia through the 
promotion of brain health. Our vision is a world without Alzheimer’s. For more information, visit alz.org. 
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