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IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH LC-MS
229 11TH AVENUE WEST

GRINNELL, IA 50112  
OFFICE- 641-236-6691

EMAIL- immanuelutheran@iowatelecom.net       
WEBSITE- www.immanuelgrinnell.org

ALL SOCIAL MEDIA LINKS ARE ON OUR WEBSITE 
SERVICES ARE LIVE STREAMED ON OUR FACEBOOK & YOUTUBE PAGES

REV. DR. JOEL G. KOEPP CONTACT INFORMATION
EMAIL- koeppj@hotmail.com  

HOME- 641-260-8394 
 CELL PHONE- 507-829-3901 

LET US KNOW...
If you have a change in address, phone or email, have a loved one 

who is or hospitalized, have a new baby, would like a pastoral visit, or 
if you would like a special prayer during the prayers of the church on 

Sunday, please contact Pastor Koepp or the church office.

DO YOU...
want to put something in the bulletin or newsletter? 

Have a prayer request? Birth/Anniversary/Graduation announcements? 
If so, please submit the information as you want it to appear in the 

bulletin or newsletter by the deadlines listed below to the 
church secretary at immanuelutheran@iowatelecom.net. 

Deadline for submitting in the weekly bulletin is Thursdays by noon. 
Deadline for the monthly newsletter is the 15th of each month. 

For those of you without email access, please call or submit 
your written request to the church secretary.



    2021 Immanuel Officers/Board Members & Contacts

President: Steve Haase
Vice President/President Elect: Joel McDonough
Secretary: Kathy Stanek
Treasurer: Chris Christinson
Elders: Joel McDonough, Steve Haase, Darlo Kelting, Ken Mergen
Trustees: Kevin Schultz, Ben Louden, Melissa Mintle
Board of Education: Sherry Baker, Danielle McDonough, Markie Koepp
Board of Stewardship: Keith Thorpe, Pam Sittig, Diane Schultz
Board of Evangelism & Missions: June Routier, Dianna Kelting, Pam Haase

Organists: Esther Huedepohl & Pam Haase
Pianist: Sophia Louden
Church Secretary: Amber Carnine
Sunday School Opening: Pastor Koepp

LWML Board:
President: Pam Haase
Treasurer: June Routier
Secretary: Pam Haase
Christian Life: Denise Cadwell

Altar Guild:
Helen Thorpe
June Routier
Danielle McDonough
Pam Haase
Pam Sittig
Esther Huedepohl (Backup)
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    As we move through November, there seems to 
  be one, large goal through this month. There is a 
  anxiety raised to bring the harvest, to celebrate 
  the bounty given by God, and then of course, 
   my favorite part—eating. I encourage you to read 
    through the Fourth Petition from the Large 
  Catechism, and use this to shape your prayers
   this month.

 The Fourth Petition

 71 “Give us this day our daily bread.”

 72 Here we consider the poor bread-basket—the needs of our body and our life on earth.
  It is a brief and simple word, but very comprehensive. When you pray for “daily bread” 
 you pray for everything that is necessary in order to have and enjoy daily bread and, on   
 the contrary, against everything that interferes with enjoying it. You must therefore enlarge   
	 and	extend	your	thoughts	to	include	not	only	the	oven	or	the	flour	bin,	but	also	the	broad		 	
	 fields	and	the	whole	land	which	produce	and	provide	for	us	our	daily	bread	and	all	kinds	
 of sustenance. For if God did not cause grain to grow and did not bless and preserve it in   
	 the	field,	we	could	never	take	a	loaf	of	bread	from	the	oven	to	set	on	the	table.

	 73	To	put	it	briefly,	this	petition	includes	everything	that	belongs	to	our	entire	life	in	this			 	
 world; only for its sake do we need daily bread. Now, our life requires not only food and 
 clothing and other necessities for our body, but also peace and concord in our daily 
 business and in associations of every description with the people among whom we live 
 and move—in short, everything that pertains to the regulation of our domestic and our 
	 civil	or	political	affairs.	For	where	these	two	relations	are	interfered	with	and	prevented
 from functioning properly, there the necessities of life are also interfered with, and life 
 itself cannot be maintained for any length of time.

 74 Indeed, the greatest need of all is to pray for our civil authorities and the government,   
	 for	chiefly	through	them	does	God	provide	us	our	daily	bread	and	all	the	comforts	of	this		 	
 life. Although we have received from God all good things in abundance, we cannot retain   
 any of them or enjoy them in security or happiness unless he gives us a stable, peaceful   
 government. For where dissension, strife, and war prevail, there our daily bread is taken   
 away, or at least reduced.
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	 75	It	would	therefore	be	fitting	if	the	coat-of-arms	of	every	upright	prince	were	emblazoned		 	
	 with	a	loaf	of	bread	instead	of	a	lion	or	a	wreath	of	rue,	or	if	a	loaf	of	bread	were	stamped	
	 on	coins,	to	remind	both	princes	and	subjects	that	through	the	office	of	the	princes	we	
	 enjoy	protection	and	peace	and	that	without	them	we	could	not	have	the	steady	blessing	
	 of	daily	bread.	Rulers	are	worthy	of	all	honor,	and	we	should	render	them	the	duties	we	
	 owe	and	do	all	we	can	for	them,	as	to	those	through	whom	we	enjoy	our	possessions	in		 	
	 peace	and	quietness,	since	otherwise	we	could	not	keep	a	penny.	Moreover,	we	should	
	 pray	for	them,	that	through	them	God	may	bestow	on	us	still	more	blessings	and	good	
	 things.

	 76	Let	us	outline	very	briefly	how	comprehensively	this	petition	covers	all	kinds	of	relations		 	
	 on	earth.	Out	of	it	one	might	make	a	long	prayer,	enumerating	with	many	words	all	the
	 things	it	includes.	For	example,	we	might	ask	God	to	give	us	food	and	drink,	clothing,	
	 house,	home,	and	a	sound	body;	to	cause	the	grain	and	fruits	of	the	field	to	grow	and	
	 yield	richly;	to	help	us	manage	our	household	well	and	give	and	preserve	to	us	a	good	
	 wife,	children,	and	servants;	to	cause	our	work,	craft,	or	occupation,	whatever	it	may	be,	
	 to	prosper	and	succeed;	to	grant	us	faithful	neighbors	and	good	friends,	etc.

	 77	Again,	to	ask	God	to	endow	the	emperor,	kings,	and	all	estates	of	men,	and	especially		 	
	 our	princes,	counselors,	magistrates,	and	officials,	with	wisdom,	strength,	and	prosperity		 	
	 to	govern	well	and	to	be	victorious	over	the	Turks	and	all	our	enemies;	to	grant	their	
	 subjects	and	the	people	at	large	to	live	together	in	obedience,	peace,	and	concord.

	 78	On	the	other	hand,	to	protect	us	from	all	kinds	of	harm	to	our	body	and	our	livelihood,		 	
	 from	tempest,	hail,	fire,	and	flood;	from	poison,	pestilence,	and	cattle-plague;	from	war			 	
	 and	bloodshed,	famine,	savage	beasts,	wicked	men,	etc.	79	It	is	good	to	impress	upon			 	
	 the	common	people	that	all	these	things	come	from	God	and	that	we	must	pray	for	them.

	 80	But	especially	is	this	petition	directed	against	our	chief	enemy,	the	devil,	whose	whole		 	
	 purpose	and	desire	it	is	to	take	away	or	interfere	with	all	we	have	received	from	God.	He	
	 is	not	satisfied	to	obstruct	and	overthrow	spiritual	order,	so	that	he	may	deceive	men		 	 	
	 with	his	lies	and	bring	them	under	his	power,	but	he	also	prevents	and	hinders	the	estab-	 	
	 lishment	of	any	kind	of	government	or	honorable	and	peaceful	relations	on	earth.	This	is		 	
	 why	he	causes	so	much	contention,	murder,	sedition,	and	war,	why	he	sends	tempest		 	 	
	 and	hail	to	destroy	crops	and	cattle,	why	he	poisons	the	air,	etc.

	 81	In	short,	it	pains	him	that	anyone	receives	a	morsel	of	bread	from	God	and	eats	it	in		 	
	 peace.	If	it	were	in	his	power,	and	our	prayer	to	God	did	not	restrain	him,	surely	we	
	 would	not	have	a	straw	in	the	field,	a	penny	in	the	house,	or	even	our	life	for	one	hour—	 	
	 especially	those	of	us	who	have	the	Word	of	God	and	would	like	to	be	Christians.
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 82 Thus, you see, God wishes to show us how he cares for us in all our needs and faith  
 fully provides for our daily existence.

 83 Although he gives and provides these blessings bountifully, even for wicked men 
 and rogues, yet he wishes us to pray for them so we may realize that we have received   
 them from his hand and may recognize in them his fatherly goodness toward us. When   
 he withdraws his hand, nothing can prosper or last for any length of time, as indeed we   
 see and experience every day.

 84 How much trouble there now is in the world simply on account of false coinage, yes,   
 on account of daily exploitation and usury in public business, trading, and labor on the    
 part of those who wantonly oppress the poor and deprive them of their daily bread!    
 This we must put up with, of course; but let exploiters and oppressors beware lest they 
 lose the common intercession of the church, and let them take care lest this petition of 
 the Lord’s Prayer be turned against them.
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Day of Thanksgiving/Harvest 

Wednesday, November 17 

Supper at 5:30pm

Service following at 6:30pm

Join Us!
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IDE Sr. High Retreat 
November 19-20 

As God’s children in Jesus Christ we are called to proclaim the Gospel in both word and deed. Today’s 
culture is not unlike that in which the early Christian Church began to grow. Basic biblical knowledge can no 
longer be assumed. In some places the proclamation of the Gospel will be met with hostility and anger. 
During the 2021 IDE Sr. High Retreat, we will consider how the early Church proclaimed the Gospel in a 
secular and hostile culture, and how we might utilize their approach today. We will study illustrative 
biblical texts and the methods utilized by early Christians to help others discover their soul’s longing for 
themselves and then guide them to finding fulfillment in Christ. 

Registration 
$50 per student, $30 per chaperone

Register online through lcmside.org, or send your completed order form with a check
for $50 to the district office:

IOWA DISTRICT EAST - LCMS
1100 BLAIRS FERRY RD
MARION IA 52302-3093

Forms 
All student will need to bring a completed Health & Photo Release form with them to
camp. This can be found on our district website, along with a packing list, at
lcmside.org

Questions 
Visit our district website online for information about the event, or contact the district
office: dsanchez@lcmside.org / (319) 373-2112.

lcmside.org 
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5th & 6th Grades Confirmation  Classtime 4:00pm -- 5:30pm
      November 3 

Baptism: What does such baptizing with water indicate?

      November 10 
Baptism: Where is this written?

       November 17   *Classtime 4-5pm
Confession: 

What is Confession? 
What sins should we confess?

   Which are these?

      November 24 
                  No Class

8th Grade Confirmation Classtime 5:30pm -- 7:00pm
         November 3 

Lord’ s Prayer: 6th Petition & Meaning

         November 10 
Lord’s Prayer: 7th Petition & Meaning

       November 17   *Classtime 5-6pm
Lord’ s Prayer: Conclusion & Meaning

         November 24 
                     No Class



    16            



    17             



    18             

The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod LCMS 
Stewardship Ministry Newsletter Article

 Sometimes people don’t like it when pastors talk about stewardship. For some, it hits too   
 close to home. It is easier to talk about bad people in Washington, in history, or wherever 
 than it is to think about what our daily life in Christ is supposed to look like and how we are   
 supposed to love our neighbor.

 The fact that we don’t like it certainly means we ought to face it. So, here are a few simple   
 and practical realities.

	 God	calls	us	to	first-fruits,	sacrificial	giving.	That	means	that	we	should	give	off	the	top.	
 We should set a percentage of our income as a deliberate gift for the work of the Church 
	 and	then	give	that	first.	We	write	the	check	to	the	Lord’s	work	in	the	Church	before	we	pay	
	 the	mortgage	or	pay	for	our	medicine	or	pay	for	anything	else.	We	don’t	pay	for	all	the	stuff		 	
	 we	need	–	and	stuff	we	think	we	need	–	and	then	give	from	what	is	left	over.	That	is	the	
	 first-fruits	idea.	It	is	hard	because	we	think	we	need	all	sorts	of	other	things	first.	But	that	
	 is	the	point	of	“sacrificial.”

	 Next,	how	could	the	starting	point	for	Christian	generosity	and	sacrifice	really	be	anything	
 less than a tithe – 10%? The ceremonial law of the Old Testament was never arbitrary. 
 In the Old Testament, the Levites received this tithe so that they could be full-time ministers. 

 Does the New Testament have a ministry that is larger or smaller? It is far larger: “Make 
	 disciples	of	all	nations”	(Matt.	28:19).	And	we	are	still	to	have	a	full-time	ministry:	“The	Lord		 	
 has commanded that those who preach the Gospel should make their living from the    
	 Gospel”	(1	Cor	9:14).	So	if	10%	is	what	it	took	in	the	Old	Testament,	and	we	have	a	bigger		 	
 mission need in the New Testament, how can we expect the Lord’s work to be done on less 
 than a tithe?



 
	 By	first-fruits,	sacrificial,	and	generous	giving	–	that’s	how.	We	shouldn’t	fool	ourselves	into	
	 thinking	that	we’ve	outgiven	God’s	goodness	or	that	we’ve	given	plenty.	We	might	be	tempted
	 to	think	that	way,	but	consider	that	no	one	in	the	Church	has	given	plenty	because	no	one	has	
	 given	all.	No	one	has	died	for	his	sins.	Only	the	sinless	Son	of	God	did	that.

	 St.	Paul	brought	the	Good	News	of	Jesus	into	the	discussion	of	our	giving	to	support	the	Lord’s	
	 work	in	the	Church	when	he	wrote:	“I	say	this	not	as	a	command,	but	to	prove	by	the	earnestness	
	 of	others	that	your	love	also	is	genuine.	For	you	know	the	grace	of	our	Lord	Jesus	Christ,	that	
	 though	he	was	rich,	yet	for	your	sake	he	became	poor,	so	that	you	by	his	poverty	might	become
	 rich”	(2	Cor.	8:8-9).

	 As	you	can	see,	what	the	Bible	commands	about	our	stewardship	can	sting.	It’s	Law,	and	the	Law		 	
	 shows	our	sins.	It	calls	us	to	repentance.	The	Law	is	meant	to	expose	and	accuse	for	the	sake	of
	 showing	us	Christ	and	His	fulfillment	of	the	Law.	So	if	first-fruits,	sacrificial	giving	has	you	squirming,		
	 that’s	the	point.

	 In	Mark’s	account	of	the	feeding	of	the	4,000,	
	 Jesus	took	the	disciples’	seven	loaves	and	
	 blessed	them.	It	was	nothing	among	so	many,	
	 but,	of	course,	it	was	plenty.	Jesus	makes	
	 something	from	nothing.	Mark	doesn’t	say	that	
	 all	the	disciples	gave	Jesus	all	the	bread	they	
	 had.	It	is	quite	possible	that	some	of	them	held	
	 something	back.	But	even	if	they	did,	that	
	 didn’t	stop	Jesus	from	blessing	them.	Jesus	
	 makes	something	out	of	nothing.	He,	who	fed	
	 His	people	in	the	desert	with	Manna	every	
	 morning,	doesn’t	need	their	bread.	

	 But	they	need	to	give	it.	And	what	they	give	–	however	little	it	might	be	and	however	grudgingly	
	 they	do	so	–	He	blesses.	He	not	only	blesses	those	whom	He	feeds	with	it,	but	He	blesses	them	–	
	 the	givers.	He	blesses	the	givers	not	just	in	that	they	wind	up	with	a	basketful	for	each	loaf,	but
	 they	are	blessed	by	learning	to	trust	and	rejoice	in	Him.

	 The	Lord	gives,	and	the	Lord	takes	away.	The	Lord	gives	abundantly,	or	He	asks	us	to	fast.	We	do	
	 not	know	what	will	happen.	Blessed	be	the	Name	of	the	Lord.	He	does	all	things	well,	and	He	
	 works	all	things	together	for	good.	The	disciples	don’t	give	their	bread	to	Jesus	because	it	is	a	
	 good	investment.	They	give	it	because	He	is	good,	because	they	love	Him,	and	because	they	
	 trust	Him.	Let	us	go	and	do	likewise.
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IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH
Monthly Meeting of the Church Council

Sunday, September 12th, 2021

The regular monthly meeting of the Church Council was held on September 
12th,	at	8:00	AM.		Present:		Pastor	Koepp,	Steve	Haase,	Joel	McDonough,	
Chris	Christinson,	Ken	Mergen,	Kevin	Schultz,	Diane	Schultz,	Markie	
Koepp,	Dianna	Kelting,	Darlo	Kelting	and	Kathy	Stanek.

President	Steve	Haase	called	the	meeting	to	order	and	Pastor	Koepp	
opened with prayer. Minutes from the August council meeting were present-
ed	approval.		With	1	name	correction	Chris	motioned	to	approve	and	Ken	
2nd.  Motion carried.

REPORTS OF OFFICERS AND BOARDS

Board of Elders:	Joel	McDonough
• Continuing to work on the non-members list. 

Treasurer’s Report: Chris Christinson
• Written reports attached. All bills have been paid and the current 
	 balances	are	reflected.

Board of Trustees:	Kevin	Schultz	
•	 Parking	lot	repairs	will	start	on	Monday	9/13/21	and	will	take	
 approximately 3 days.
• Getting bids to paint inside walls and ceilings of sanctuary.

Board of Evangelism: Dianna	Kelting
•	 Drake	Library	is	resuming	their	after	school	“Story	Time”	program	but		
 have not determined if treats will continue to be provided by churches  
 and other sponsors.

Board of Education: Markie	Koepp
• New digital Sunday school curriculum is being implemented.

Board of Stewardship: Diane Schultz
• Envelopes for 2022 arrived and will be distributed.

Pastor’s Report:	Pastor	Koepp
•	 Pastor’s	report	provided	listing	official	acts	and	Pastoral	Duties.	
• Windsor Manor is not allowing visitors due to Covid.

Unfinished Business: None
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New Business:
•	 Ken	motioned	for	the	church	to	cover	the	cost	for	Immanuel	
	 confirmands	to	attend	the	Confirmation	Retreat	at	Camp	Io-Dis-E-Ca.					
 Darlo 2nd.  Motion carried.
• Asking Immanuel members to consider becoming a nominee and join   
	 the	Board	of	Officers	for	2022.	A	slate	of	candidates	will	be	posted	the		 	
 1st week in October with elections held October 17th 2021. 

With no other business to discuss Steve adjourned the meeting.

Pastor	closed	the	meeting	with	prayer.

Council	Meeting:	October	10th,	2021	-	8:00	AM
Voters’ Meeting:  October 17th, 2021 - 10:30 AM

Submitted by:  

Kathy	Stanek	
Church Council Secretary    





Children’s Christmas Program Children’s Christmas Program 

Sunday, December 19th Sunday, December 19th 

10:30am10:30am


