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Black Pastors Growp President, Erin Brockevich, Others
Call for Fluoridegate Hearings

Federal health officials, In closa
communication with dental Industry
reprasentatives, worked feverishly
t0 brlund spresd of mews that African
Americans are  dispropontionabaly
harmed by drinking fleordaied
waer, according o recendy
obtained Freedom of Information
At docwments.

The documents show  clearly-
worried high level Healdh and
Human Sendces  (HHS)  and
Conters for Disease Control (CDC)
emplovess working with privabe
sector officlals afier prominent civil
rights leaders In Atlane  volced
oppasitlon o waber fluoridatlon.

Thie docurments wane released after
2 miarhy four-year walt. Text on a lape
number of pages was concesxled by
federal emplovees prior o release,
but the woxt that s not obscured
contains exphosive revelaions.

A praviously uncoversd document
had shown Amerdcan  Dental
Associatlon officials asking Assistane
Secretary for Healh Howard kKoh
for help because thay fele the lsswe
of fluoridation harm to minorites
had *the potenial o galin gactlon.”
The new documents show what
happenad afer this request.

00 official Ursula Baver wrode,
“HHE |5 wery concemead abowt the
communlty fluorde skuatlon hera
In Atlanta pesting o of hand and
escglatng  Inko similar  shuadbons
acToss e country.”

In the new documents, officlals
desoribe unpublished  Information
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In thelr possession showing Afrlcan
Americans expariencing 61 percent
more  “dental  fluorosis®  than
whies [58 parcent ve. 36 percant).
Dental fluorosis 5 2 permanend
disfigurement of weth coused by
childhood overexposure to fluorides.
About the ol righs  leadars'
sepements, C0Cs D Willlam Balbay
wroie, “This may be a significan
thraat, especially If other clies ¢
mayoes ¢ coundls ¢ legislatures sen
fluoridation as an Interventlon thd
creaes fluorosts disparities mther than
reducing dispartibes for moth decay.”
The revelatiors draw  atenton
i ihe back-sory behind  federal
officlals®  final  recommendation
last month o slighily lower the
amount of fluorde i fluoridated
wabsr, osensibly o reduce levels
of fluorosts that wera described “In
mist cases™ as balng “barehy visible
Mear COH7s Addania headguarers
In Georpla, fluoridation
pubdic health professioral Danlel
Soockin of The Lillie Canter for Enengy
and Health Studies guesdons wiy
deniists dismiss fleorosis as a larpaly
Inconsaguentlal cosmetic condition
Sinckin says, “Bafore the ‘spin that
flugrosis 15 a cosmetic conditlon,
the Joumal of the American Dental
Assoclation  termed  fluorosls 2
pathodogle condidon. This reflecs
trvelctiy e hard esue eath. Fluormsis
Is the dp of the oebarg of what
flunrides also do to soft tsswes”
The HHS' small reduction In water
fluoride levels o reduce fluorosis

was  apparendly of questlonable
affecitveness even o CDC employes
Eupenio Belian.

Referring e HHS calling fior 2 small
reduction in fluorde levels In waser
and use of the water oo make Infand
milk formulz, he speculased, *1 am
no sure | the reduction. ... in Georpla
may produce an affact If there Is no
change In the feeding patisms.”

Ha hypothesized that Increased
fluorosts  In Afrlcan  Americans
was not due oo swallowing mone
toothpasts, bt rather that *higher
consumpdon of fluordated waser
aarler In |He® could be the causa.

Consumer  and  emvironmental
advoce Erin Brodoovich has called
for Fluoridegate hearlnps, a5 has
Alveda King, niece of sManin Luthar
KIng Ir. The Presidend of the Coalldon
of African American Pasiors, Raw.
william Craens, also recendy calbad
for hearings.

In a 2004 report, the Madonal Be-
saarch Councll designaced  kldney
patients, diabetics, senlors, children
and outdoor workers as “susceptible
subpopulations” especially vulnar-
ble o hamm from Ingested fluorides.

In a leteer calling for hearings, Rey.
Owens viobeed akarm about fluorides.
Ha staved, *There are more pabdents
wiih kldney disease and diabedes
In the black community, and this 1s
all éhe more reason federal officlals
should have told 5 that kldney
pattents and diabetics ane especially
vulnerable o harm.”4
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