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Newsletter of North State Writers (NSW), a Branch of the California Writers Club
SEPTEMBER, 2018 

 
NSW promotes the art and craft of writing across genres, connecting
writers, editors, illustrators, publishers, reviewers, agents, and others
interested in the continual renewal of creative thought and the written
word. http://www.northstatewriters.com/

UPCOMING EVENTS
6:00 pm, Veterans Memorial Hall, 554 Rio Lindo Ave, Chico, CA 
 
October 15, 2018, Dan Irving - Research Resources for
Writers 
 
October 23, 2018 - California Writers Week Children's Event at the Chico Library
3:00 - 5:30 
November 1, 2018 - Sit & Write 5:00 at Starbucks on Forest Avenue 
November 19, 2018 - Nora Profit -  Mistakes Amateur Writers Make 
December 17, 2018 - Holiday party
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Join us at the next monthly meeting and be entered in the drawing to win
two tickets to Turtle Bay Exploration Park.
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SIT AND WRITE
 

Thursday, November 1, 2018, 6:00 pm-8:00 pm 
Starbucks, 2009 Forest Ave, Chico, CA (In the Raley's shopping center)

Having trouble finding time to write? 
 
Want to kick off NANOWRIMO? 
 
Join your fellow NSW writers and
make time to Sit and Write. An
informal gathering of members, bring
your laptop or pen and paper. If you
don't have a project started and need
help we will have writing prompts
available to get your creativity
flowing. You can write or edit your
project or even create your book
launch and marketing strategy,
whatever stage your project is in.
NSW member Linda Sue Forrister
will be on hand to facilitate the
gathering.

Notice of Still Photography, Video/Audio Recording: North State Writers is providing this notice to inform

members and guests at our events that Still Photography will be taking place and Video and/or Audio

Recording may be taking place. By entering the venue, members and guests are granting permission that

their likeness may be used for publicity purposes.
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TIP OF THE QUILL
 
Great article from Writer's Digest I think we can
all learn a little something from. 
 

Train Your Eye for Better
Writing: 3 Writing Techniques
Adapted from the Visual Arts
Add color to the canvas of your manuscript with these 3 writing techniques
adapted from practices commonly used by painters and other visual artists. 

CWC NEWS
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California Writers Week - October 15-20, 2018Subscribe Past Issues RSSTranslate
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NSW NEWS
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North State Writers extends a warm welcome to
new members Cody Kilgore, Illustrator, and

Andrea Wulf (Writing as Rose Wulf)

Our September speaker was NSW Member Dr. Cara Gubbins who graced us
with an informative presentation on using the Amazon algorithm and how to get
our books in front of the target audience that would be interested in purchasing
them. The proper categories and keywords can propel your book to the top. 
 
Visit her website for more information on her
teachings: http://www.caragubbins.com/
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Several NSW authors, including Hope Hill, Joan Goodreau, Cathy Chase,
Andrea Wagner, Kandi Maxwell were featured in the Diverse Minds North State
Journal which will be released as part of the North State Art Show. Join us in
celebrating and supporting our authors on Friday, November 2 from 4-6 pm at
MONCA. The journal is already available on Amazon. For information about
having a table with your books at this event please contact Andrea Wagner
at awagner@nvcss.org
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At the September 2018 meeting, NSW thanked our volunteers for all their hard work
in making our branch successful. A special treat and decorations were provided by

Social Activities Director Jeannie Holden. 
 

Thank you Jeannie for joining our team.

The photos below are from the Arts and Craft event at the Elks Lodge which
was a great success for our NSW authors who took advantage of the
opportunity to sell their books and promote North State Writers.
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NSW MEMBER NEWS
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New release by NSW
member Emily Gallo

Murder at the
Columbarium
by Emily Gallo 
 
Jed’s quiet life as caretaker of the
San Francisco Columbarium is
turned upside down when he comes
upon a dead woman’s body and a
crying baby just inside the gate. His
search for answers thrusts him into a
world of corruption, bigotry and drug
trafficking and he becomes one of
the principal suspects.
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New Release by Cathy Chase

Tangled Up With The
Dead
 
In 1884, human laws didn't exist in
the Haunted Mansion ruled by a
century-old ghost demon and shape-
shifter. Hannah, an Orphan Train
child, thought she was traveling
towards a new life. But, in a dusty
train station in the middle of
nowhere, she is spirited away by an
enigmatic woman in black to a
mysterious looming mansion. Soon
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she uncovers her mother has been
here before her; tortured, tormented
and scarred by the paranormal ruler
of the house. She must gather
strength and harness undiscovered
powers within herself to fight for her
life or die trying. In the fight between
good and evil, who will win? It is a
ghost story for those from 12 to 100.

 
 
 
 
 
New release from NSW Author
Jim Moll
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Mark Keating is a radio reporter in a
small Northern California community
and has spent most of his life alone.
SEQUOIA CHRONICLES  is drawn
from Keating's journal, written during
what he believes is the last weekend
of his life in December 1978. Alone
in a deserted campground, Keating
chronicles the events of the past
year including the murder of his best
friend, witnessing two violent deaths,
having his own life threatened and,
finally, the loss of everything he
cherished. SEQUOIA CHRONICLES
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mixes historical events with fictional
places, exotic characters and takes
readers on a journey from rural
Northern California to Washington,
D.C., Eastern Europe, the Middle
East and finally to India. Set in the
1970's.

 

TRIVIA BEE BASKET DONATIONS NEEDED 
 

The 12th annual Trivia Bee For Literacy is asking for signed book donations from North
State Writer authors to place in raffle baskets. The Trivia Bee is a fun-filled event held at the

Sierra Nevada Brewery and designed to promote awareness and to raise funds for
the Butte County Library, Literacy Services.  Funds raised will be used to provide learning

materials, resources, and support for adults and children in our community working to
improve their basic reading and writing skills! 
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Please bring signed, donated book(s) to the September 17th and/or October 15th

NSW Meeting. If you are unable to attend these meetings, please let us know and we

will be happy to pick up your donation on a date and place that works for you.

CWC BRANCH NEWS

November 3, 2018 - Central Coast Writers sponsors a workshop: “Ten Key Scenes
That Frame Up Your Novel” with writing coach C.S. Lakin. Monterey Peninsula

College, Sam Karas Room. Registration starts at 8:30; workshop from 9:00 am –
1:00 pm. Open to the public. $40.00 CWC members and $60.00 non-

members.  centralcoastwriters.org  
 

April 13, 2019 - Tri-Valley Branch is having it's third full day writers conference
featuring keynote speaker, New York Times, Wall Street Journal, and Amazon

bestselling author, Robert Dugoni. Dugoni is the winner of the 2015 Nancy Pearl
Award for fiction. He has twice been a finalist for the Harper Lee Award for Legal
Fiction, twice been a finalist of the Silver Falchion Award for his mysteries, was a

2015 and 2017 International Thriller Writer’s finalist for thriller of the year, and a 2017
Mystery Writers of American Edgar Finalist. His books are sold worldwide in 30

countries and have been translated into a dozen languages. 
  

They will also have presenters: Jim Azevedo, Stephanie Chandler, David Corbett,
Rachael Herron, Linda Lee, Penny Warner, Angela Bole from IBPA, and Robin Cutler

from IngramSpark. 
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NATIONAL NOVEL WRITING MONTH 
 

NaNoWriMo is coming in November, 
50,000 words in one month 

Are you up to the challenge? 
Track your progress, get pep talks and support and meet fellow writers online

and in person. Check out their website for more information.  
 

https://nanowrimo.org/

WHO AM I? 
 
Suyan Woo 
 
Can you identify this fictional character, what
book is he in and who wrote it?

*****
Last months' character was Ed Tom Bell, the
local sheriff and protagonist in Cormac
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McCarthy's dark novel No Country for Old Men,
2005.

Conferences and Workshops
Information on Conferences and Workshops provided by 

Margie Yee-Webb.

 
Litquake 
https://www.litquake.org 
San Francisco’s
Literary Festival –
“Words matter.
Litquake sparks critical
conversations, and
inspires writers and
readers to celebrate the
written word with
diverse literary
programming,
interactive workshops,
and a ten-day festival.” 

 
Finding and Working with a
Literary Agent with Andy Ross 
October 20, 2018 
San Francisco CA 
https://www.milibrary.org/events/findi
ng-and-working-literary-agent-oct-
20-2018 
https://sfwriters.org/mil-classes 
Class co-sponsored by Mechanics
Institute and San Francisco Writers
Conference/San Francisco Writers
Foundation. 
 
Drafting the Perfect Query: A
Workshop with Andy Ross 
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Plus 
Lit Crawl San
Francisco 
October 20, 2018 
San Francisco CA 
https://www.litquake.org
/lit-crawl-sf.html 
“Where literature hits
the streets” in The
Mission. 
With First Annual Lit
Crawl Book Fair 
“Join local presses,
businesses, and literary
magazines for a book
fair like no other...at
The Chapel in the heart
of the Mission District
on the afternoon of Lit
Crawl San Francisco.” 
  
Great Valley Bookfest 
October 13, 2018 
Manteca CA 
https://greatvalleybookf
est.org/ 
“Benefiting Literacy
Organizations in the
California Central
Valley” 
 
October 11-20, 2018 
San Francisco CA 
 with Diane FrankThe
Journey from Poet to

October 20, 2018 
San Francisco CA 
https://www.milibrary.org/events/draf
ting-perfect-query-workshop-andy-
ross-oct-20-2018 
https://sfwriters.org/mil-classes 
Class co-sponsored by Mechanics
Institute and San Francisco Writers
Conference/San Francisco Writers
Foundation. 
  
Writer’s Digest Novel Writing
Conference 
October 26-28, 2018 
Pasadena CA 
http://novel.writersdigestconference.
com/ 
“3 days of learning. 3 days of
inspiration. 3 days of focus.” 
  
Nonfiction Writers Conference 
November 8-9, 2018 
Online Virtual Conference 
https://nonfictionwritersconference.c
om/ 
Fall Event Theme: “Become a
Profitable Author”

October 13, 2018 
San Francisco CA
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Author: A Workshop 
https://www.milib 
rary.org/events/journey-
poet-author-oct-13-
2018 
https://sfwriters.org/mil-
classes 
Class co-sponsored by
Mechanics Institute and
San Francisco Writers
Conference/San Francisco
Writers Foundation. 
 

2018-2019 North State Writers Board Members
Left to right, Andrea Wagner-Secretary, Cathy Chase-Vice-President, Nick Hanson-
Treasurer, Brian Marshall-Events Coordinator, Gail Stone-Member at Large, Linda
Sue Forrister-Newsletter Editor, Jeannie Holden-Social Activities Director, Dr. Cara
Gubbins-Events Coordinator, Gary Carter-Membership Director, Kathi Hiatt-President
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OFFICERS & BOARD MEMBERS 
 
President: Kathi Hiatt  
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Writers Club, a registered non-profit corporation. All material is copyrighted © 2018 by North State Writers
and may not be reproduced without permission. Opinions expressed under individual bylines do not

necessarily represent an official position of or endorsement by NSW or CWC. NSW or CWC assumes no
legal liability or responsibility for the accuracy, completeness or usefulness of any information, process,

product, method or policy described in this newsletter nor does it specifically endorse any specific authors
work or work product. North State Writers, P.O. Box 6734, Chico, CA 95927-6734 
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