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Pastoral thoughts

The year 2016 is almost over. One more year has passed and now we think about all the activities that
we organized within this year. Lots of people have worked diligently to make our programs successful
and | think this is an appropriate moment to thank them all and to raise our prayers, in front of God, to
keep all our people healthy and successful in their mission and in their family life. Dear parishioners, our
cooperative works are the most precious accomplishments which we reach due to our faith, respect to
each other and mutual confidence. These are values which we need to preserve and convey to our
children. Church can bring together souls and glorify them in God’s presence.

Working for our church we clean our souls from sins. It helps us to bring satisfaction for our innermost
existence. When you do work like this you feel involved among people, and through your devotion to
God’s people you cooperate in His creation. With this kind of feelings we need to close every year and
start the New Year with a new strength and with a new hope. The end of the old year and the beginning of
the New Year is a period which is a wonderful chance for us to practice our spiritual preparation. This is
the appropriate time for us to be accountable in front of God. Our feelings and our emotions remind us
about our responsibilities, when we say farewell to the old year and we celebrate the beginning of the
New Year. Unfortunately, the majority of people celebrate the New Year event as a secular celebration,
but of course it contains great celestial happiness.

For us as human beings, to enjoy and to be part of this heavenly celebration there are certain things
that we need to overcome at the beginning. Confession, communion and renewal are very important
circumstances which gain more importance every year when we celebrate the New Year event. | am
confident that we all have this consciousness and God will consider us worthy children to help all of us to
succeed in our spiritual journey which starts with the New Year. Every year during this period we also
live with a wonderful mood of Christmas. Every time when we celebrate Christmas we receive God’s
blessing to renew our covenant with God, with newborn Jesus. As a Christian we need to focus on this
mission. Otherwise we will have a celebration which is empty from spiritual and religious realities.
Christmas brings us peace fixed with new thoughts which can establish among people new understanding,
new attitude, new hope and new love toward God’s creation. We are a major part of this creation as
human beings and this understanding should come from us. May God forgive us for our sins and may He
consider us worthy children to enjoy the above mentioned heavenly goodness. Merry Christmas and
Happy New Year.

With Love of Christ
Rev. Fr. Zaven Markosyan
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Znydulju

Qntpt hp wjwpwnht £ hwutnd 2016 puutp: Uktp wwpunmd Gup bu dEY vmwph b
hhtw dwnwémd Lup wyb wpppwwnwbpubph dwuht, np juquulbkpybghtp wugunn 2016
pYuluuh pupwugpnid: Fujuljuiht pyny dwupnhl wojuwntghtt pwtwuhpwpwp, hwennbnt
hwdwp pnjnp dhongunnidubpp, np dpuqpus Lh: Gu Jupsdnid Gy, np uw pwwn juy wnhp k
lu Ukl wbiquud quuwhwwntnt, punphwynpbint pninphtt b Ubp wnnppubpp pupdpugubint  wn
Uunjws tpwbg dhpinn wnnponipnit wupqlbnt b ophubknt hpktg wnwpbnipjut by,
husytiu twb punnwiukliwt Jyuupnid: Ukp hwdwntn dbnppipmudutpt wdbtwpwl pubt b,
nphtt dkip hwutinud Gup punphpy dbp hwduwnph, hpup tjundwdp nitkgus hwpquiuph b
thnpiunupd Junwhnipjutt: Upwbp wpdbpubp kb, npntp dbktp whwp b quwhuywbbup b
thnjuwtigkip Ukp Epkjuwtikpht:

Bltntkght Jupny E dhwgulk] hnghubpt nt hhwowynpl] Uunduswghtt tkpumnipiut dke:

Ushluwnbny dbp Eytnkgnt hwdwnp® dktp dwppnid Gup dbp hnghtt dknplphg: Uyt ogunid k
ubpphtt pjupupduénipnit uvnnwtiwg, tkpgpuyqus 1hut) duppluig dbe b Uunsn wpw-
pwodttphtt thpyknt dhongny hwdwgnpéwligl) Uuwndnit bp Upwpsnipjut dbe: Ldwlb qqui-
gnnnipniuttpny dkup whwp k thulktup wdkt wughnn nmwuph b ujubp quihp tnp mwunpht, unp
ubpnidny b unp hnyuny: Udkt wugunn nmwupdu dtpep b tnp mmupduw ujhqpp dbkp Eplypuyghte
Jjwuph hwugpJuitphg dtlu k, tpp dkup whwp b thnpdbup dtp hnglnp wyuwwnpwuwn-
Juénipniip: Uju hwdwwywwnwuwt yuwht £ Uunén wpwe yuunwupmbtwnynipjui: Ukup
Judkuwup pk ny, Ukp qqugnnnipiniutipp hniond B Ukq wyn dwuht: Ydpupunwpup dwpn-
Juig Ubkdwdwubmpmibp  unbwluwnwpnd kb Udwbnpt hpph wpuwuphhly  wnbw-
Juunwpnipjnit: Uwuyt wytt pp dbe tkpwenid £ wdktwdbs Gpljtwght npwjunipyniup: Ukq
hwdwp npubu dwppuyhtt bwljubp jub npnowhh hwiqudwbpubp, npnip tw b wpwe
whwnp E hwnpwhwpbip b wyw dwu Juqubkip wyn Epluughtt mpujunipmnibtbph:
QGhunwlgnudp dbp dbnpbph, pnunnuinipinit, hwnnpynipini, thnpowlbpynid uputp owwn
Juplnp wuwpwquikp &, npntp wybih hdwun tu dknp pipnid Unp Swpduw nntwpudpdwt
dudwtiuly: Bu hwunqus b, np dkup pnjnpu niukup wju ghnnwlgnipiniup:
Udkt wwph wpu Jdudwtwjwhunduémd  Jdbkup wwypnd  Gup Unipp  Oubnyut
npuwdwngpnipnitbpny: Udkt wwwph, Epp dbup vintwpudpnid Eup Unipp Ountunp dbkup
unwinid Eup ophinipnit inpngbint dbp nijuinp Uuwndn htwn, ‘Unpwsht Zhuntup htin: Npuytu
pphunniyu Ukp whwnp t YEnpniububp wju wpupbjnmpui nggmpjudp: Ujjuybu dhip
yniubuwtp nntwjuunwpnipmit qnipl] Ypntwlwiu b hngunp hpnnmipynibubphg: Unipp
Ountugp pipnud | dbq pwnunnipnit wdpugpyws unp dnnwsnidubipny, npnup Jupnn tu
hwunwwnt] duppuitg ke tnp ghnwlgnipmnil, tnp JEpwpbkpdnitp, unp hnyu, b unp ubp
ntwyh Uuwndn Upwpsnipniup: ©nn Uungdws ophth pninphu b pnn wpdwuh hwdwph
Juybtnt Epjuughtt nipuunipeyniiutipp: Cunphwynp Unp Swph b Unipp Otntly:

Lphuwnnup Uppny
Skp Qunjkia phl. Uwiplnujul
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Parish Notes

BULLETIN SPONSORSHIP
THIS DECEMBER 2016 BULLETIN IS
SPONSORED BY CAROL MARANIAN

IN MEMORY OF HER HUSBAND
JOHN.

ACYO will be having their Christmas Party
at Visalia Lanes on Sunday, December 18,
2016, beginning at 6PM. For more
information contact David Safrazian.

ALTAR FLOWER DONATIONS
e November 6, 2016 — Phyllis and Alan
Borba in honor of their Granddaughter
Marley Ananian’s baptism.
e November 13, 2016 — The Sheklian
Family in memory of what would have
been Marguerite Sheklian’s 65" birthday
on November 13.
e November 20, 2016 — Chuck and Susie
Simonian in honor of their 11"
anniversary.

Our ACYO members are offering to put up
Christmas lights and other decorations for
our parishioners who want some help. For
more information or to schedule an
appointment call David Safrazian at

(559) 802-7593.

Armenian Religious and Language classes
will be held on the 1 and 3™ Sundays of
each month after the Divine Liturgy. If you
are interested, please contact the Church
Office at (559) 528-6892 or Fr. Zaven at
(818) 644-9398.

HOKEHANKIST
eNovember 13- Veterans Archie Akizian,
Jack Cherkizian, Charlie Davidian and
Armen Kendig who died serving our
country during World War 11 as requested
by Mary Jane Poochigian and for
Marguerite Sheklian as requested by the
Sheklian Family.

St. Mary Spiritual Conversation meetings
are usually held on the second and fourth
Thursdays of each month at 2:00 p.m.
Please come and join us. For locations, or
if you have any questions, please call the
Church Office at (559) 528-6892 or Fr.
Zaven at (818) 644-9398.

Our condolences to the family of Anna
Kalfayan who entered her eternal rest on
October 27th in Visalia. Services were held
on Friday, November 4th in our church.

Sunday School meets on the second and
fourth Sundays of each month at 11:00
a.m. during the school year.

The Ladies Society will be holding their 2™
Annual Christmas Holiday Bazaar on
Sunday, December 4™ following church
services. For more information see the flier
in this month’s bulletin.

The regular monthly Parish Council
meeting will be held on Thursday,
December 15, 2016 at 7:00 p.m. in the hall.

Ladies Society is offering manti for sale as
a fund raiser. You may purchase one or
more packages on Sundays from Ladies
Society board members or by stopping in at
the church office on Tuesdays, Thursdays,
or Fridays from 9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. The
manti is from Ohanyan’s Food Company
in Fresno and are one pound packages.

We are selling them for $10.00 each.

The Parish Council will be hosting
Fellowship on Sunday, December 18, 2016,
after the Divine Liturgy in the Majarian
Hall.




EASY MONEY: ESCRIP
We began the eScrip program in April. As
of July 20 St. Mary Church has earned
$189.40. This is done by 3% rewards
earned on purchases at Save Mart, Lucky,
and Food Maxx stores. We have 27
registered members in the eScrip program
and 18 of these have used the program. To
do so, all you have to do is give your phone
number as you check out of these stores.
If you have not registered in the eScrip
program, sign up at Shares...powered by
eScrip (http://www.escrip.com/shares) and
designate St. Mary Armenian Church as
your charity of choice. If you have
difficulty signing up please call me (Jim
Soxman, 733-8741) and I will do it for you.

The Parish Council has approved to have
our weekly bulletin and the monthly
newsletter available for sponsorships. We
are not selling ads. This was done to help
offset costs. If you would like to sponsor an
edition of either publication please contact
the office, or there is a form at the front
desk in the church. The sponsorships for
the weekly bulletin are $25.00 per issue,
and to sponsor the monthly newsletter is
$100.00 per issue.

DVD SET FOR SALE: St. Mary
Armenian Church, 100™ Anniversary, July
2,2011. DVD set is $25.00 and can be
purchased by calling the Church office at
(559) 528-6892. A $6.00 charge for
shipping and handling will be added to the
price if you would like one mailed to you.
(Sponsored by the Ways and Means
Committee)

To St. Mary Parishioners: If you know of
anyone ill or in the hospital, please call
Rev. Fr. Zaven Markosyan at the Church
Office (559) 528-6892 or his cell (818) 644-
9398.

St. Mary Armenian Apostolic Church
Office hours are Tuesday, Wednesday,
Thursday, Friday, from 9:30 -2:30.

The “Armenian Genocide Survivors and
Heroes” book can be purchased for $40 at
St. Mary Armenian Apostolic Church in
Yettem or contact the Church Office at
(559) 528-6892. If you wish a book or
books mailed to you, the cost of mailing
one, two, or three books will be an
additional $5.00. The cost of mailing four
or five books will be an additional $6.00.

To St. Mary Parishioners: The Parish
Council would like to invite any
parishioner who may have concerns or
questions with anything dealing with
Church affairs. The Parish Council
meetings are held the third Thursday of
each month. To be placed on the agenda of
the meeting, please contact Der Zaven at
(818) 644-9398 or Bea Soxman Parish
Council Chairperson at (559) 623-2390.

PAYPAL
Our Parish has opened a “PayPal”
account to make it convenient for you to
make donations. You may access PayPal
through the St. Mary Yettem web-site
(www.stmaryyettem.org) and click on the
“Donation” button on the bottom of the
Home Page. You may donate for General
Donations, Yughakins, Pledges,
Membership Dues, In Lieu of Flowers, or
pay for Altar Flowers you have ordered on
behalf of the Church.

The St. Mary Armenian Church webpage
at www.stmaryyettem.org includes archived
copies of church bulletins, pictures from
events, a current church calendar, and an
improved LIVE Camera System. With the
new camera system, it is possible to watch
services on any desktop, laptop, or tablet
system. If you haven’t visited the website
lately, try it out and see all the information
that can be found online.

If you wish to place any information in
the monthly Bulletin, please notify the
Church Office by the 20™ of month.
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St. Mary Armenian Church

Ladies Society 2" Annual Holiday
Christmas Bazaar

Sunday, December 4, 2016

In the Majarian Hall following Divine Liturgy
Luncheon:

$12.00 for adults

$ 8.00 for children 10and under

Country Store,

raffle, and live auction!

We will also have kufta and manti
for sale!
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Christmas Decorating

Need help decorating your house Christmas?

ACYO will come to your house and do it for you!

Indoor or outdoor? No problem!

WE Let us know when you would like it done
LULSA and we will schedule a time to come out.

Z E2 zz;z Please contact:

CI'IRISMS David Safrazian at (559) 802-7593
A

Donations are appreciated.

o I e B e e B B
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Armenian Martyrs’ Monument Project

The fathers and mothers of our parish commemorated our Armenian Martyrs’ in
the first genocide of the twentieth century by locating a Martyrs’ Monument on
our church grounds. The monument is now in need of repair. The cost of repair
is $12,600 which is beyond our budgeted expenditures. Please donate towards
this repair project so we can proudly carry on the wishes of our church fathers
and mothers.

$500 $250 $100 $50 $25 {other - list amount}

Name

Address




Dona Hovhannisyan Presents Program to Ladies Society

November 5, 2016

On Saturday, November 5, 2016, Dona Hovhannisyan, current Armenian foreign exchange
student, spoke at the Ladies Society meeting. She made a poster board presenting Armenian
national culture that showed Armenian national foods, dresses and pictures of churches. Her
presentation also included some historical references.

She says: “I am proud that I am Armenian and | had a chance to present my country for St. Mary,
Yettem congregation. Thanks to all Armenians in Visalia and my host mom for letting me share
my thoughts and feelings about our country.”



ST. MARY ARMENIAN CHURCH , YETTEM
WAYS AND MEANS COMMITTEE

Armeniow Chwistmas Luncheov
Sunday, Jonuary 8, 2017

imuwmediately following the day’s worship

MGVIM/

Luluw Kebab-
Plaf
Salad
Cheese Beorag
Dessert
Drinks

Adults--$15.00
Children ten (10) and under--$10.00

Special Christmas Prograwmy
Presented by the Sunday School Studenty

Planv to- attend with the entire family and
enjoy the delicious luncheonw and program.



WESTERN DIOCESE OF THE ARMENIAN CHURCH OF NORTH AMERICA

90™ ANNIVERSARY

2017

In 2017 the Western Diocese of the Armenian Church of the North America will celebrate 90™
Anniversary. The Diocese was formally established in 1898 as one region and later, in 1927, it
was divided into three separate regions (Eastern United States, Western United States and

Canada).

Information about the celebrations will follow.
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Commemoration of St. Stephen the Protomartyr and the first martyr

St. Stephen is one of the most beloved saints of the Universal Church, the first person martyred for the
sake of Christ’s doctrine of love.

According to the hagiographical sources he was from the royal dynasty of Judas and was the son of law-
abiding parents. Still a young man he was the servant of the chief priest Kayipaya. According to the same
sources when the Lord was taken to home, Stephen took off the cloth from his head and spread it under
the Lord’s feet thus expressing his true and sincere love. This naturally annoyed the chief priest and he
turned Stephen out. Stephen witnessed the death and burial of the Lord but rejoiced with the apostles for
the Glorious Resurrection of Christ. According to St. Gregory of Tatev he went to the apostles Peter and
John and was baptized. At the moment of baptism an aureole (crown) appeared on the water. After that
miraculous event he was called “Stephen” meaning (crowned). From the Acts of the Apostles it is known
that after the Pentecost apostles served the tables and gave subsidies to the poor. From day to day
increased the number of those who believed in Christ. As the apostles were unable to meet the needs of
everybody, asked their disciples to choose 7 persons of good reputation for serving the tables. According
to St. Luke the Evangelist one of them was St. Stephen, “... a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit”
(Acts 6:5). By the power received from Christ apostles ordained him deacon. Thanks to his God-granted
virtues and power Stephen worked wonders. Many people tried to argue with him, but no one was as wise
as Stephen. So, some ill-willing persons persuaded some people to say that Stephen scolded God and the
Prophet Moses. Inciting the people, the priests and the lawyers they took Stephen to the court. In his
speech in his defense Stephen proved that Jesus was the promised Messiah, and reproached the Jews for
their cruelty. He was stoned out of the city and his cloths were put before a man whose name was Saul
and who later became the Apostle Peter. In the beginning he persecuted Christians but later he knew the
true God — Jesus Christ, and became the most zealous preacher of the Gospel. St. Stephen was the first
person martyred for the sake of Christ and that’s why he is called Protomartyr.

According to the tradition Gamaliel, the teacher of the Apostle Peter, and Nicodemus, his brother, who
were secrete disciples of Jesus, buried the saint’s body in their farm. Soon a priest hamed Lukianus
discovered the relics. And Pontiff Hovhan of Jerusalem put them in St. Sion. In the V century Princess
Juliane found the saint’s tabernacle in Jerusalem and took it to Constantinople, and later — to Venice and
buried it in the Church of St. George (St. Gevorg) island.
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