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The President’s………...Pipings…...…Meg Depew
Hi, Everyone!
Few things that I've been musing on this month. Does anyone else think that this will be another heavy
swarm season? I saw that Bill has posted on Facebook that his swarm traps are getting a lot of interest
from the local scout bees. Today, I got two swarm calls. Captured one at 8:30 tonight and will check out
the other one tomorrow. Last year, seemed like most of my hives swarmed at least twice; watched a lot of
the girls fly away and had the neighbors chuckling more than once when, all geared up, I took off running
up the hill chasing them with a box. Caught more jokes than bees.
But, the other thing that has been taking up my brain power this time of years, has been planning my
garden changes to support the bees. We planted 3 pounds of wildflower pollinator mix from Vermont
Seed Company this past month. I know the recent ran has been good for those seeds, but so far I can't tell
if i'm growing flowers or weeds. Not that the bees would care. They seem to like my thistle best of all.
We also have a hillside along our driveway that only mountain goats could traverse. Thanks to the Washington State Conservation District in Bow, WA, we were also able to get our hands on 350 Snowberry
shrubs to plant on that hill. I hear snowberry makes great honey and the bees love them.
We've been trying to landscape with anything except rhododendrons or azaleas. I think we've all heard
the stories of poisonous honey, how this was produced by rhody's and was a medieval battle strategy.
Great story! I was lucky enough to talk to a woman from the Rhody society at the garden show, and we
started talking about the poison honey story. She told me that there are only two species of Rhody that
produce this poison; both yellow flowered. I like yellow flowers. Oh dear.
But that got me thinking because quite of few of the plants I want to put in, are known to be toxic to
people or pets. Namely Foxglove and Lily of the Valley. I'm sure there are more, but these are two of my
favorites. So, this got me thinking... if I put a bunch of these in my yard, will I have toxic honey come September? Research begins. And there was surprisingly little information on the internet. Maybe no one
wanted to be responsible for assuring something was safe and then have someone get sick (or worse) from
eating it. Paranoia aside, I did find out a few things.
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Most sites reported that honey from toxic plants is usually comes out safe. The toxins tend to be in the
plant material and not the nectar, and after the bees process this into honey, it seems to be okay. There was
considerable agreement that bees seem to stay away from plants that would be problematic, although not
always. The other point noted was that any toxic plant in the home garden is usually not present on a large
enough scale to produce a single variety honey. Dilution at work.
I guess this means I can add Foxglove to my garden. Maybe next year; I just placed an order for 10,000
crocus and grape hyacinth bulbs. Help planting in the fall would be welcome!
Bee Happy!
—Meg

Pictures

A few
swarms
at the
Dow Apiary

Tanzanian bait hive with a
swarm on it

A swarm from a Tanzanian hive

Swarm in a tree
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Bee package pick-up day at the airport

Mikes show & tell on installing bees

The Vice President…………Buzzings…….….Tyrone Beatty
After doing a little research, I present to you the famed slatted rack/broad rack/
Bovard rack in all of its glory!
The original form of the Slatted rack was first designed in 1900 by Dr. C. C. Miller. It was then redesigned by Carl E Killion in 1950 and finally touched again by
Richard F Bovard of Honolulu, Hawaii. The final design is about 2 inches tall and
has the same dimensions as a standard Langstroth hive. It consists of a 4-inchdeep board at the entrance that is then followed but ¾-inch slats that run parallel to the frames. As long as it is installed correctly it maintains the bee space between the frames and the slatted board itself eliminating burr comb creation.
There a number of things that the board accomplishes: It lifts the brood chamber
away from the bottom board. By creating this dead air space, it shields the brood
frames from wind, robbers, and other unwanted visitors. This is what entices the
queen to create a deeper brood pattern lower in the frames. It is also what helps
with hive ventilation and temperature regulation by keeping it warmer in the
winter and cooler in the summer. The 4-inch board gives the workers space to
congregate during the hot summer days to fan and relieve congestion within the
hive. There are claims that the slatted frame aids in suppressing swarming, but I
am not sure this that is a proven fact. It does make sense though. In the winter,
when the entrance is reduced, the empty air serves as insulation between the
brood area and the cold air outside the hive coming in from the entrance.
There are few things to remember though. Be sure to use a slatted rack that corresponds to the number of frames you are using (e.g.10 Slat rack for a 10 frame
hive, 9 slat rack for 9 frame hive, and 8 slat rack for an 8 frame hive.) Insure that
the 4-inch board within the slatted rack is at the front of the hive because remember that is what cuts back in the air turbulence from the entrance. Finally,
the boards come with a deep side and a narrow side, similar to some bottom
boards. It is VERY important to put it narrow side up! I repeat, narrow side up.
This keeps the bee space accurate within the hive between the frames and the
rack. If done incorrectly, this could lead to the rack being combed to the bottom
brood rack and the beekeeper needing to cut the brood comb hanging off the bottom of each frame! Think this…90lb box, 85 degrees outside, you out there with
loads of bees trying to cut 10 frames away from the slatted rack!
I decided to use them on my three new hives this year. I will keep you posted as
to how they work!
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Secretary’s…......Waggle Dance Communications…......Kirsten Whitworth
North Olympic Peninsula Beekeepers' Association (NOPBA)
Minutes for General Meeting, 10 April 2016
The North Olympic Peninsula Beekeepers' Association met at the Port Angeles Public Library.
President Meg Depew called the meeting to order at 1:09 p.m.
Minutes from the previous meeting were approved. Bob Pasco moved to approve; Cindy seconded.

Treasurer's report
Previous Balance
Deposits
Expenses
New Balance

$4671.18
$140.00
$0
$4811.18

Beekeeper/Education Trustee report

Mark was away but left a message with Ty. On 20 April, Mark will be at Hamilton School to talk about
bees with Jev's Head start students. On 21 April, he'll travel to North Kitsap to present to a PEO group. More
requests usually come in during the spring since that's where bee related things come up in the curriculum.
Only 2 out of 5 club hives are still alive. Neither of the oxalic acid treated hives survived. Some of the Apivar
tested hives survived, some did not.
Some hives are moving to Mike Radford’s. Mark will deliver two hives with fresh foundation to Mike Radford
for installation at his bee yard. The lower elevation should help.

Library Report

Marilyn reiterated the library rules.

Ad Hoc Trustee Report

Warren Mecca is our new Ad Hoc Trustee. Thank you, Warren!

Business
In an effort to leave more meeting time for member participation, the board is attempting to limit the business
part of the General Member Meetings to 10 minutes.
Ty is working on the Swarm List
Ty has finished the Mentorship List (as of 13 April)

Announcements

Additional announcements were called for by President, Meg Depew.
Motion to adjourn the meeting at 1:15 pm was made by Danielle and seconded by Ty.
Respectfully submitted,
C. Kirsten Whitworth, NOPBA Secretary
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Education…………Orentation Flight………….Mark Urnes
Hawaii Honeybees
Since I was absent at the last meeting, I felt I should show that my time was well
spent, beekeeping-wise, and I found the history of beekeeping on Maui was just
the thing. This information comes from an article that was written by Kevin M.
Roddy and Lorna Arita-Tsutsumi of the University of Hawaii at Hilo (http://
www.hawaiibeekeepers.org/history.php). It wasn’t until 1851 that Royal Hawaiian
Agriculture Society felt it was time to introduce honeybees to the Islands. A “fine
hive” was shipped from Boston to Honolulu on the good ship R. B. Forbes but sadly, while traveling through the tropics on the the way to Cape Horn, the hive overheated, the combs melted and the bees all died.
In 1853 two more hives were shipped from Boston destined for O’ahu. Even
though one was packed in ice, they both arrived in poor condition, were auctioned
to C.R. Bishop for $13.00 and subsequently died out. The Agriculture society then
publicly offered $10.00 to the person who introduced honeybees to the islands and
in October of 1857, three hives of German dark bees (Apis mellifera mellifera)
were shipped from San Jose to Honolulu. The trip took 18 days and the hives arrived in good condition this time. The Agriculture Society then purchased the
hives for $100 each. These bees thrived, swarming to produce nine hives by the
next year. The first shipment of exported honey took place in 1894 with the shipment of 8 gallons of honey to the US mainland. By 1918, 2.4 million pounds were
produced at 15 cents/pound.
Honeybees had been introduced to all the islands by 1900 and were a tremendous success. Unfortunately, foulbrood arrived soon after making things more
difficult. So far, tracheal mites have not been introduced to Hawaii and the Africanized honeybee is not found there. Varroa mites were first identified in 2007. As
of 2013, there were 10,000 hives in Hawaii producing 750,000 pounds of honey.
—Mark
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The Warre Hives
From “Beekeeping for all” by Abbe Warre pages 101—102

Swarming with Two colonies
1. Choose a good colony that deserves being increased. This is the colony of hive 1, 2, 3 (see figure below). Choose another colony with a strong population. This is the colony of hive 5, 6, 7.
Hive 1, 2, 3 and hive 5, 6, 7 should be at least between 2–3 metres apart. If not, place a few
leafy branches between the two hives to clearly mark the separation and oblige the bees to
make a detour to go from one hive to another.
2. Place beside hive 1, 2, 3 hive 4, comprising a floor, a hive-body box without bees, but ready to
receive them, i.e. fitted with starter strips. Prepare a cloth and quilt to cover this hive.
3. Gently puff a little smoke into the entrance of hive 1, 2, 3 sufficient to calm the bees. Misusing the smoke causes the bees and the queen to move to the top of the hive. This prolongs the
procedure.

4. When the bees are humming, open hive 1, 2, 3; lift the quilt and the cloth covering the topbars. Smoke it vigorously.
Clean the tops of the top-bars and smoke vigorously and quickly between all the top-bars.
5. When the bulk of the bees of box No. 1 have gone down into box No. 2, remove box No. 1 and
put it on the box of hive 4 after removing its quilt and cloth. Single bees are to be disregarded.
But if you notice bees balling you should drive them down with smoking more copiously. The
queen could be in these balls of bees. This happens especially when working in conditions that
are too cold or after having smoked to much from below.
6. Cover hive 1, 4 with its cloth and quilt. Smoke hive-bodies 2 and 3, clean the top-bars of box 2
and cover the hive with its cloth and quilt.
7. Lift hive 5, 6, 7 and carry it quite far off within the apiary, the further the better. However, a
distance of two or three metres may suffice. But in this case it is good to put a few leafy branches between the two hives clearly to mark the separation, and force the bees to make a detour
when going from hive to hive.
8. Put hive 1, 4 in place of hive 5, 6, 7.
9. Reduce the entrance of the two hives to the winter state for a few days, until the bees' comings and goings are normal
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FIGURE 1
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From The Hive By Chef Beebread
Honey-Soy Broiled Salmon
From EatingWell: August/September 2006

A sweet, tangy and salty mixture of soy sauce, rice vinegar and
honey does double-duty as marinade and sauce. Toasted sesame
seeds provide a nutty and attractive accent. Make it a meal:
Serve with brown rice and sautéed red peppers and zucchini slices.
Makes: 4 servings
Active Time: 20 minutes
Total Time: 40 minute
Ingredients:
1 scallion, minced• 2 tablespoons reduced-sodium soy sauce• 1 tablespoon rice vinegar• 1 tablespoon honey• 1 teaspoon minced fresh ginger• 1 pound center-cut salmon fillet, skinned (see
Tip) and cut into 4 portions• 1 teaspoon toasted sesame seeds, (see Tip

Preparation:
Whisk scallion, soy sauce, vinegar, honey and ginger in a medium bowl until the honey is dissolved. Place salmon in a sealable plastic bag, add 3 tablespoons of the sauce and refrigerate; let
marinate for 15 minutes. Reserve the remaining sauce.
Preheat broiler. Line a small baking pan with foil and coat with cooking spray
Transfer the salmon to the pan, skinned-side down. (Discard the marinade.) Broil the salmon 4
to 6 inches from the heat source until cooked through, 6 to 10 minutes. Drizzle with the reserved sauce and garnish with sesame seeds.

Beekeeping Trivia
Here is a great book I’m starting to read. It’s all about an open air
sport of Bee hunting. It has been refined to a science by Thomas Seeley. The bee hunter searches for the home of wild bees in hollow trees
or where ever they have chosen for a home. The hunter starts by
catching bees on flowers and baiting them to a bonanza of sugar water, watching them leave and return. Then moving down there flight
path (Bee Line) little by little until the bee’s home is spotted.
—Walt
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Bee Stuff — Swap! / Looking For! / For Sale! / Free stuff! / ?

****NOPBA Member Special
Complete Hive

$299.

Contains 2 Deeps with frames and Plasticell foundations
2 Supers with frames and Plasticell foundations
Telescoping Top with Inner Cover
Solid Bottom Board with Entrance Reducer
Metal Queen Excluder
Fully Assembled
Also Available Painted
Western Supers with 10 Frame and Plasticell

$59

All hive components hand-finished locally

Old Sol Apiaries
We are excited to announce that we will be taking a large order of nucs to WA around the
middle of May. They are $140 and can be picked up on Camano Island. Call us for more details. 541-582-2337
Mysti Jacob
"Your source for Oregon bred queens and nucs. Selected for productivity, disease & mite tolerance, and hygienic behavior. Double vetted queens assure higher acceptance rates and longevity. Survivor stock and WSU Caucasian genetics available from May through August.
For more information please visit www.oldsolbees.com or call 541 582 2337. Old Sol is a
“Bee Informed” Partner using science to advance honeybee breeding and care."
John B Jacob
Old Sol Apiaries
www.oldsolbees.com
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Hives by Larry

It’s time to start setting up for 2016 !
Details , Boxes with 1/4 inch glass windows, all cedar except the Top Bars. Walls are 1 1/4 inch thick, all
expertly hand crafted call Larry at 360-683-6957.
Each hive comes with Quilt box, Roof, Floor. And Top Bars
2 box starter — $225
3 box ————- $300
4 box ————- $375
Call and let me know what you need lets talk. 360-683-6957

THIS SPACE AVALABLE

MMXVI, ISSUE 5

Page 12

NOPBA CLUB LIBRARY

Librarian :

Richard & Marilyn Parks

Videos:
Tapes: Silence of the Bees
Honeybees and Beekeeping: A year in the life of an apiary, University of Georgia
Honeybees and Beekeeping: A year in the life of an apiary, Part 2
Beekeeping: Exploring a unique industry, Parts 1-7 (Ohio St. University)
Beekeeping: Exploring a unique industry, Parts 8-14
DVD's: The Bee Movie
Queen of the Sun
An Introduction to Beekeeping
Backyard Hive: Alternative Beekeeping using Top Bar Hive & Bee Guardian Methods
Articles, Tips and Information. Compiled by Walt Weilbicki
NOVA: Tales from the Hive
Bushy Mountain Bee Farm series:
Keeping Bees and Producing Honey
Package Bee Installation
Bee Removal

Comb Honey Production
Extracting
Swarm Boxes
Free Bees for You
Queen and Package Bee Production
Requeening and Colony Division
The Magic of Mead
MAGAZINES AND PUBLICATIONS:
Bee Culture, May through June 2014
Honey Bee Diseases and Pests, 2nd Edition and 2nd Edition Revised by Univ. of Guelph, Ontario
How to Reduce Bee Poisoning form Pesticides, 2006 Edition and 2013 Edition
Honey For Sale: The Official Honey Board Marketing Kit, Colorado 1999
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Project Apis m.: Analytical Lab Directory for Beekeepers
BOOKS:
The Gentle Craft
Modern Bee-keeping: A Handbook for Cottages, Published 1890
The Beekeeper's Handbook, 3rd Edition
Better Bee Keeping
Top-Bar Hive Beekeeping: Wisdom and Pleasure Combined
Honey Bee Pest, Predators and Diseases
An Eyewitness Account of Early American Beekeeping: The Autobiography of A.I. Root 18391923
Keeping Bees by Peter Beckly
Keeping Bees by John Vivian
Breeding Super Bees
How to Keep Bees and Sell Honey
Top-Bar Beekeeping: Organic Practices for Honeybee Health
Toward Saving the Honeybee

At the Hive Entrance
Nectar and Pollen Plants of Oregon and the Pacific Northwest
Hive Management: A Seasonal Guide for Beekeepers
The Beekeeper's Bible
500 Answers to Bee Questions
First Lessons in Beekeeping by C. P. Dadant (Qty 3)
Bee Equipment Essentials
Bee Sex Essentials
Queen Rearing Essentials (Qty 2)
Increase Essentials
The Hive and the Honeybee (Qty 3
The Hive and the Honeybee Revisited
Beekeeping for All
The ABC and XYZ of Bee Culture
Honey Bee Biology and Beekeeping
A Country Year: Living the Questions
Practical Beekeeping
The Backyard Beekeeper's Honey Handbook
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Three Seasons of Bees: A Pacific Northwest Journal
The Complete Idiots Guide to Beekeeping
Swarm Traps and Bait Hives: The Easy Way to get Bees for Free
The Biggle Bee Book by Jacob Biggle, 1909
Honeybee: Lessons from and Accidental Beekeeper
Robbing the Bees
Following the Bloom: Across America with Migratory Beekeepers
The Thinking Beekeeper: A Guide to Natural Beekeeping in Top Bar Hives
Learning From Bees: A Philosophy of Natural Beekeeping by Chandler, Phillip
CHILDREN'S BOOKS
The Bee-Man of Orn (ages 4 and up)
The Honeybee Man (ages 4 and up)
Bees, Hives, Honey! Beekeeping for Children (ages 8 and up)
COOKING AND CRAFTS
Super Formulas: Arts and Crafts
Beeswax: Molding and Candle Making (Qty 2)
Wick, Wax and Talk 2nd Time Around
Making Vinegar at Home
Making Wild Wines and Meads

The Complete Meadmaker
Cooking with Honey
Sweetened with Honey the Natural Way
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Membership signup form and renewal for NOPBA

Forgot your dues ? Or if you wish to become a member fill out the form below
and send it to the address on the form.
Please make checks payable to NOPBA

North Olympic Peninsula Beekeepers Association
New Member signup & Renewal form
Name ________________________________________________________
Address ______________________________________________________
Phone ________________________________________________________

Email _________________________________________________________
Beekeeping experience __________________________________________
Number of Hives _______________________________________________
Type of Hives __________________________________________________
For office use only:
Dues Paid___________ Date ___________
Initials ________
To Mail in:
1. Fill out form
2. Enclose Check for $10.00 for one years dues
3. Mail to:
NOPBA
P.O. box 3036
Sequim, WA 98382
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LINKS
WASBA Education
WASBA news
WSBA events
National Honey Board
USDA, ARS, HONEY BEE RESEARCH
WSDA Apiary Program
WSU Department of Entomology
Central Washington Beekeepers Association
Clark County Beekeepers Association
East Jefferson Beekeepers Association
Inland Empire Beekeepers
Lewis County Beekeepers
Methow Valley Beekeepers
Mid Columbia Beekeepers Association
Mount Baker Beekeepers
North Olympic Peninsula Beekeepers
Northwest District Beekeepers
Olympia Beekeepers, Thurston County
Pierce County Beekeepers
Puget Sound Beekeepers
Skagit Valley Beekeepers
Snoqualmie Beekeepers Association
Stanwood-Camano Island Beekeepers
West Sound Beekeepers
Whidbey Island Beekeepers Association

WWW.NOPBA.ORG
INFO@NOPBA.ORG

The North Olympic Peninsula
Beekeepers’ Association
formed to promote the common interest and general welfare of beekeeping, to protect
honey bees, to encourage good
bee management practices, and
to encourage good public relations between beekeepers and
the public.

Our meetings are currently held
on the second Sunday of the month
at 1:00 p.m. A WSBA class for
certification starts one hour before
the business meeting. We meet
indoors at the Port Angeles Library.
NEXT MEETING :
May 8, 2016

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 2015 – 2016
President

Meg Depew

sequimbeefarm@gmail.com

Vice President

Tyrone Beatty

majikmusikman37@hotmail.com

Secretary

Kirsten Whitworth

kwhitworth@wavecable.com

Treasure

Chris Beatty

c2beatty@gmail.com

Education

Mark Urnes

urnes@msn.com

Beekeeper Trustee

Mark Urnes

urnes@msn.com

Librarian

Richard & Marilyn Parks

rwparks12@yahoo.com

Newsletter

Walt Wielbicki

waltw@q.com

Past President

Cindy Ericksen

ericksenpc@olympus.net

Ad Hoc Comm. Trustee

Warren Mecca

meccanator@gmail.com

North Olympic Peninsula Beekeepers Association
Editor: Walt Wielbicki
E-mail: waltw@q.com
NOPBA

PO Box 3036, Sequim WA 98382
www.nopba.org
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