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Understanding
the
New Testament
Acts of the Apostles
Galatians • Philemon
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Thursday, November 8
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St. Mary’s Ecumenical Institute
50th Anniversary
n

Location: North Baltimore

n

Graduate-level courses
and programs in Bible,
theology, ministry

n

Credit and audit, evenings
and (some) weekends

n

Phone: 410-864-4200

n

www.stmarys.edu

16 Spring classes include
worship, ethics, church history,
Bible, biblical storytelling,
spiritual care
n Mike’s spring classes
n

– Taizé: Community, Spirituality,
Theology (January intensive)
– Letters and Theology of Paul
(Monday nights)

Hymn: One Bread, One Body
One bread, one body
One Lord of all
One cup of blessing which we bless.
And we, though many
Throughout the earth
We are one body in this one Lord.
1. Gentile or Jew,
Servant or free,
Woman or man… no more. Refrain.

2. Many the gifts,
Many the works,
One in the Lord… of all.
Refrain
3. Grain for the fields
Scattered and grown
Gathered to one… for all.
Refrain
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uaBh04Mk7Iw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EYlJC26-Ch0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5kOw9u4mUTY
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Opening Prayer
n

Day by day,
O dear Lord,
three things I pray:
to see thee more clearly,
love thee more dearly,
follow thee more nearly,
day by day. Amen.
-Richard of Chichester, 13th c. / Godspell, 20th c.

Summary of the Gospel of John

“Divine Mercy,” Lincoln Christian University (Lincoln, IL)
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The Acts of the Apostles

What is Acts?
n

Sequel to Luke (1:1)

n

Bridge between the Gospels
and the Letters

n

History (partial) of the earliest churches

n

Collection of “adventure narratives” and speeches

n

NOT a defense for the church as a non-threat to the Empire

n

Scripture

n

Account of the inclusion of non-Jews (gentiles; the nations)

n

Introduction to the apostle Paul

5

10/15/18

The Origin of Acts
n

Who?
– author of Luke’s Gospel (1:1)
– tradition: Paul’s companion Luke (“we” passages: chs. 16, 20, 21, 27-28)

n

To Whom?
– Theophilus (1:1, as in Luke 1:3), = ??, and everyone else

n

When?
– after the Gospel; 60s? 70s? later?

n

Where?
– a good question!

n

Why?
– continue the story

n

How?
– careful investigation (Luke 1:1-4)

The Key to Acts

“But you will receive power when
the Holy Spirit has come upon you;
and you will be my witnesses in
Jerusalem, in all Judea and
Samaria, and to the ends of the
earth.”
- Jesus in Acts 1:8
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The Structure of Acts
See Acts 1:8
n

1:1—2:47

The Birth of the Church (Pentecost)

n

3:1—8:3

The Gospel in Jerusalem (focus on Peter, John)

n

8:4-40

The Spread of the Gospel to Samaria
and Beyond (confirmed by Peter, John)

n

9:1-31

The Conversion, Call, Commission, and
Early Ministry of Saul/Paul

n

9:32—12:23

The Ministry of Peter and the Mission to the Gentiles

n

12:24—28:31

The Ministry of Paul and Colleagues
among the Gentiles/Nations

Acts: Main Characters
•
•

GOD
The Holy Spirit
• “the Acts of the Holy Spirit”

•

Jesus
• “In the first book, O Theophilus, I have dealt with all that Jesus began to do
and teach” (Acts 1:1 RSV; also KJV, NIV, ESV)

•
•

Peter
Paul
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Brief Table of
Luke-Acts
Parallels
(partially taken from
Mark Alan Powell, online
resource)

Some Key Themes in Acts
1.

The mission of God

2.

The Lordship of the resurrected
Jesus

3.

The work of the Holy Spirit

4.

Promise and fulfillment

5.

The “kerygma” (apostolic
proclamation)

6.

Repentance

The spread of, and opposition
to, the gospel
8. The life of the church
9. Jerusalem
10. Inclusion of the
Gentiles/universality
7.
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The Holy Spirit in Acts (about 60x)
You will receive power when the Holy Spirit
has come upon you; and you will be my
witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth (1:8)
n All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit
and began to speak in other languages, as
the Spirit gave them ability. (2:4)
n In the last days it will be, God declares, that
I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, and
your sons and your daughters shall
prophesy, and your young men shall see
visions, and your old men shall dream
dreams. Even upon my slaves, both men
and women, in those days I will pour out my
Spirit; and they shall prophesy. (2:17-18)
n

Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said
to them, “Rulers of the people and
elders… (4:8)
n Therefore, friends, select from among
yourselves seven men of good standing,
full of the Spirit and of wisdom, whom we
may appoint to this task [getting food to
widows]. (6:3)
n But filled with the Holy Spirit, he
[Stephen] gazed into heaven and saw the
glory of God and Jesus standing at the
right hand of God. (7:55)
n

The Holy Spirit in Acts (about 60x)
So Ananias went and entered the house. He
laid his hands on Saul and said, “Brother
Saul, the Lord Jesus, who appeared to you
on your way here, has sent me so that you
may regain your sight and be filled with the
Holy Spirit.” (9:17)
n how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with
the Holy Spirit and with power (10:38)
n While they were worshiping the Lord and
fasting, the Holy Spirit said, “Set apart for
me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which
I have called them.” (13:2)
n And the disciples were filled with joy and
with the Holy Spirit. (13:52)
n

When they had come opposite Mysia,
they attempted to go into Bithynia, but
the Spirit of Jesus did not allow them.
(16:7)
n The Holy Spirit testifies to me in every city
that imprisonment and persecutions are
waiting for me. (20:23)
n Keep watch over yourselves and over all
the flock, of which the Holy Spirit has
made you overseers, to shepherd the
church of God that he obtained with the
blood of his own Son. (20:28)
n
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The Story of Saul/Paul (1): Acts 7:58—8:3; 9:1-9
58Then

they dragged him [Stephen] out of the
city and began to stone him; and the witnesses
laid their coats at the feet of a young man
named Saul. 59While they were stoning Stephen,
he prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60Then
he knelt down and cried out in a loud voice,
“Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” When
he had said this, he died.
8 1And Saul approved of their killing him. That
day a severe persecution began against the
church in Jerusalem, and all except the apostles
were scattered throughout the countryside of
Judea and Samaria. 2Devout men buried Stephen
and made loud lamentation over him. 3But Saul
was ravaging the church by entering house after
house; dragging off both men and women, he
committed them to prison.

9 1Meanwhile Saul, still breathing threats and murder
against the disciples of the Lord, went to the high priest
2and asked him for letters to the synagogues at
Damascus, so that if he found any who belonged to the
Way, men or women, he might bring them bound to
Jerusalem. 3Now as he was going along and approaching
Damascus, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around
him. 4He fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to
him, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?” 5He asked,
“Who are you, Lord?” The reply came, “I am Jesus,
whom you are persecuting. 6But get up and enter the
city, and you will be told what you are to do.” 7The men
who were traveling with him stood speechless because
they heard the voice but saw no one. 8Saul got up from
the ground, and though his eyes were open, he could
see nothing; so they led him by the hand and brought
him into Damascus. 9For three days he was without
sight, and neither ate nor drank.

The Story of Saul/Paul (2): Acts 9:10-22
10Now

there was a disciple in Damascus named
Ananias. The Lord said to him in a vision, “Ananias.”
He answered, “Here I am, Lord.” 11The Lord said to
him, “Get up and go to the street called Straight, and
at the house of Judas look for a man of Tarsus named
Saul. At this moment he is praying, 12and he has seen
in a vision a man named Ananias come in and lay his
hands on him so that he might regain his sight.” 13But
Ananias answered, “Lord, I have heard from many
about this man, how much evil he has done to your
saints in Jerusalem; 14and here he has authority from
the chief priests to bind all who invoke your name.”
15But the Lord said to him, “Go, for he is an instrument
whom I have chosen to bring my name before
Gentiles and kings and before the people of Israel; 16I
myself will show him how much he must suffer for the
sake of my name.”

17So

Ananias went and entered the house. He laid his
hands on Saul and said, “Brother Saul, the Lord
Jesus, who appeared to you on your way here, has
sent me so that you may regain your sight and be
filled with the Holy Spirit.” 18And immediately
something like scales fell from his eyes, and his sight
was restored. Then he got up and was baptized,
19and after taking some food, he regained his
strength. For several days he was with the disciples in
Damascus, 20and immediately he began to proclaim
Jesus in the synagogues, saying, “He is the Son of
God.” 21All who heard him were amazed and said, “Is
not this the man who made havoc in Jerusalem
among those who invoked this name? And has he not
come here for the purpose of bringing them bound
before the chief priests?” 22Saul became increasingly
more powerful and confounded the Jews who lived in
Damascus by proving that Jesus was the Messiah.

10

10/15/18

What is the Story of
Saul/Paul About?
n
n
n
n
n
n

Grace
Conversion
Call and Commission
The Church as Jesus (body of
Christ)
The gospel for all
Suffering for Christ and the gospel
is inevitable

The First Journey of Paul…
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The Second Journey of Paul…

The Third Journey of Paul…
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Roman roads: Via
Egnatia, Philippi

Philippi

Roman Road, Laodicea
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Corinth: the
road from the
city center
toward the
Acrocorinth

The Temple to Apollo
at Corinth
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The Imperial Cult at Corinth: Remains of
Temple to Octavia, sister of Augustus

The huge commercial agora
(forum/marketplace) in Ephesus

EPHESUS
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Ephesus Agora, with temple of Isis in the middle

Ephesus Theater: Artist’s Reconstruction
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Ephesus

The World-Famous Temple of Artemis
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Artemis
(Diana) at
Ephesus

Bust of Zeus
(Istanbul)
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Base of a
column from
an
Asclepion,
with the
god’s
insignia
(Pergamum)

The emperor Claudius as Zeus

(Art Institute of Chicago)
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Acropolis, Athens: The Parthenon,
Temple to Athena

Turning the World Upside Down (Acts 17:1-9)
6When

they [the mob] could not
find them [Paul and Silas], they
dragged Jason and some believers
before the city authorities,
shouting, “These people who have
been turning the world upside
down have come here also, 7and
Jason has entertained them as
guests. They are all acting contrary
to the decrees of the emperor,
saying that there is another king
named Jesus.”

n

[T]he opponents’ accusations
are at one and the same time
both true and false. They are
false in that they attempt to
place Jesus in competitive
relation to Caesar. Such a
positioning can only lead to a
politics of revolt. The
accusations are true, however, in
that the Christian mission entails
a call to another way of life, one
that is—on virtually every page
of the Acts of the Apostles—
turning the world upside down.
(C. Kavin Rowe, World Upside
Down, 101-102)
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“Act out the Acts of
the Apostles”
“Act out the acts of the apostles”: “There
are reckoned in this book [of Acts] twentytwo sermons of the apostles. And yet this
book is not called the Preaching but the
Practice, not the Word but the Acts of the
Apostles. Now the Acts of the Apostles were
to convey that name of Christ Jesus and to
propagate his gospel throughout the whole
world. Beloved, you too are actors on this
same stage. The end of the earth is your
scene. Act out the acts of the apostles!”
(John Donne, A Sermon on Acts 1:8)

Galatia
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Galatians 1
n 13You

have heard, no doubt, of my earlier life in [nationalistic]
Judaism. I was violently persecuting the church of God and
was trying to destroy it. 14I advanced in [such] Judaism
beyond many among my people of the same age, for I was far
more zealous for the traditions of my ancestors. 15But when
God, who had set me apart before I was born and called me
through his grace, was pleased 16to reveal his Son to me [or
in/through me], so that I might proclaim him among the
Gentiles… 23they only heard it said, “The one who formerly was
persecuting us is now proclaiming the faith he once tried to
destroy.” 24And they glorified God because of me.

Galatians 2 (see also Acts 15)
n 9When

James and Cephas [Peter] and John, who were acknowledged
pillars, recognized the grace that had been given to me, they gave to
Barnabas and me the right hand of fellowship, agreeing that we should go
to the Gentiles and they to the circumcised. 10They asked only one thing,
that we remember the poor, which was actually what I was eager to do.
11But when Cephas came to Antioch, I opposed him to his face, because he
stood self-condemned; 12for until certain people came from James, he used
to eat with the Gentiles. But after they came, he drew back and kept
himself separate for fear of the circumcision faction. 13And the other Jews
joined him in this hypocrisy, so that even Barnabas was led astray by their
hypocrisy. 14But when I saw that they were not acting consistently with the
truth of the gospel, I said to Cephas before them all, “If you, though a Jew,
live like a Gentile and not like a Jew, how can you compel the Gentiles to
live like Jews?”
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Galatians 2 (cont’d.)
n 16We

know that a person is justified not by the works of the law
but through faith in Jesus Christ [or through the faithfulness of
Jesus Christ]. And we have come to believe in [into] Christ
Jesus, so that we might be justified by faith in Christ [or the
faithfulness of Christ], and not by doing the works of the law,
because no one will be justified by the works of the law…. 19For
through the law I died to the law, so that I might live to God. I
have been crucified with Christ; 20and it is no longer I who live,
but it is Christ who lives in me. And the life I now live in the
flesh I live by faith in [or the faithfulness of] the Son of God,
who loved me and gave himself for me. 21I do not nullify the
grace of God; for if justification comes through the law, then
Christ died for nothing.

Galatians 3
n 26for

in Christ Jesus you are all children of
God through faith. 27As many of you as
were baptized into Christ have clothed
yourselves with Christ. 28There is no longer
Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or
free, there is no longer male and female;
for all of you are one in Christ Jesus. 29And
if you belong to Christ, then you are
Abraham’s offspring, heirs according to the
promise.
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Galatians 5
n 4You

who want to be justified by the law have cut
yourselves off from Christ; you have fallen away from
grace. 5For through the Spirit, by faith, we eagerly wait for
the hope of righteousness. 6For in Christ Jesus neither
circumcision nor uncircumcision counts for anything; the
only thing that counts is faith working through love….
16Live by the Spirit, I say, and do not gratify the desires of
the flesh…. 22The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace,
patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, 23gentleness,
and self-control. There is no law against such things.

Philemon: The Shortest
Pauline Letter
Main Characters
n

Paul, in prison or house arrest

n

Philemon (Christian converted by Paul)

n

The church that meets in Philemon’s house (prob. in
Colossae)

n

Onesimus (slave of Onesimus, converted by Paul in prison)
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Philemon (1)

Philemon (2)
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Philemon (3)

Name that Tune…
Truly He taught us to love one another,
His law is love and His gospel is peace.
Chains he shall break, for the slave is our brother.
And in his name all oppression shall cease.
Sweet hymns of joy in grateful chorus raise we,
With all our hearts we praise His holy name.
Christ is the Lord! Then ever, ever praise we,
His power and glory ever more proclaim!
His power and glory ever more proclaim!
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Hymn: Breathe on Me, Breath of God
1.

Breathe on me, breath of God:
fill me with life anew,
that I may love as you have loved
and do as you would do.

2.

Breathe on me, breath of God,
until my heart is pure,
until my will is one with yours
to do and to endure.

3. Breathe on me,
breath of God;
fulfil my heart's
desire,
until this earthly part
of me
glows with your
heavenly fire.

Hymn: Breathe on Me, Breath of God (alt.)
Breathe on us, breath of God:
fill us with life anew,
that we may love as you have loved
and do as you would do.
Breathe on us, breath of God;
fulfil our heart's desire,
until this earthly part of us
glows with your heavenly fire.
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