
Building Occupational Opportunities in 

the Midlands

A regional partnership to increase career readiness 

and employment for young adults with disabilities in 

the field of construction



● A course(s) based on industry need and student interest.

● Taught at a technical college.

● A certification/credential that is industry recognized.

● Transition exiting seniors with disabilities into competitive 

employment.  



● Semester long course

● OSHA certification

● Certificate from Midlands Technical College

● Leads to competitive employment for students with disabilities

What is BOOM?

http://www.wistv.com/story/38227052/project-boom-building-bridges-to-alternative-education


● This is the first project of 

this kind in South 

Carolina-that we know of!

● It provides certificate 

students the opportunity 

to attend a technical 

college with the support 

they need to be 

successful.

● Includes interviews and 

job offers

● It can be replicated.



● Richland 1 and 2, Lexington/Richland 5

● Midlands Technical College

● Vocational Rehabilitation

● Midland Education and Business Alliance (MEBA)

● Building Industry Association of Central South Carolina

● Midlands Workforce Development Board



Pilot Success!

● The students

● Partnerships

● Common goal

● First semester field trip

● Support for the MTC staff in special education

● Willingness of the instructors to modify and adapt

● Assistants provided by each district

● Building Industry Association persistence in placements



Challenges

● Funding

● Transportation 



Next Steps

● Funding 

● Continue courses in 

spring, 2019

● Expand to other areas 

of industry need 

(HVAC, hospitality, 

supply/distribution are 

possibilities)

● Share the concept-it 

can be replicated!



Questions?







Blueprint for your Future



Team Building and 

Interview Preparation with 
MEBA




