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All are welcome for
Nov. 27 service at the
Cathedral Center

A

s the Thanksgiving holiday
and the season of Advent
approach, we have a unique
opportunity on Sunday, November
27, to come together to reflect and
express solidarity as the interfaith
community of Southern California.
All are invited to the Cathedral
Reception to follow in the Great Hall
s undAy , n ovembeR 27, 4:30 pm
Center for a 4:30 p.m. liturgy of
Information: 213.482.2040, ext. 230;
Episcopal Cathedral Center of St. Paul
prayer, meditation and reflection
email bishopsoffice@ladiocese.org
840 Echo Park Avenue, Los Angeles
C -h
b
from the various traditions of the
world’s great religions. The observance is sponsored and hosted by
the Los Angeles Council of Religious Leaders. A reception will follow in the Great Hall.
The service offers a chance to
look back over the past year of work together while The past year’s efforts have included working toalso looking forward to priorities for the year ahead. gether to help create permanent supportive housing
for the region’s increasing population of homeless
individuals and families.
Come together on Sunday, Nov. 27
The Council of Religious Leaders frames its work
in
terms of building helpful relationships and stewto reflect and express solidarity as
ardship reflective of true leadership.
the interfaith community of
Please consider joining in the Nov. 27 observance
while
also continuing to work year-round in interSouthern California.
faith solidarity. ?
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Diocesan Convention set
for Dec. 2 – 3 in Ontario
Delegates will elect bishop coadjutor, General Convention deputies

T

hanksgiving is almost here, and hard
on its heels will be Diocesan Convention, the annual gathering of
clergy and delegates representing the 140
congregations of the Diocese of Los Angeles, along with a host of exhibitors, guests
and visitors. The meeting will take place
Friday and Saturday, Dec. 2 – 3, at the Ontario Convention Center.
This year’s convention will elect a bishop coadjutor, choosing from a slate of six
candidates. The coadjutor-elect will become the seventh bishop of the diocese after Bishop J. Jon Bruno’s retirement.
In addition, delegates will elect four clergy and four lay deputies who will represent the diocese at the next meeting of the
Episcopal Church’s General Convention
in 2018. Finally, the convention will elect
clergy and laypeople to fill a number of
other positions, ranging from the boards
of college chaplaincies to the diocesan
Standing Committee. It also will consider
several resolutions and canonical changes,
receive a report from Bishop Bruno, and
act on the 2017 diocesan budget proposed
by Diocesan Council.
The Rt. Rev. Stacy Sauls, previously
bishop of the Diocese of Lexington, Kentucky, and former chief of staff to the presiding bishop, will announce the launch of
a new Hands in Healing-related ministry
called “Love Must Act.”
Reports will also be offered by Diocesan
Council, the Task Force on Gun Violence
Prevention, the diocesan Altar Guild, Episcopal Relief & Development, and the diocesan camping program at Camp Stevens.
Delegates and visitors alike will be welcome at the opening Eucharist for the
convention, which will begin the meeting

To learn more about all things related
to Diocesan Convention 2016, visit

www.ladiocese.org/
convention/home.html

at 10 a.m. on Friday, Dec. 2. Visitors also
are invited to the Friday evening reception
in the exhibit hall, hosted by the exhibitors, who represent a wide range of ministries, congregations and businesses, many
with items for sale. The exhibit hall will be
open from the opening of convention on
Friday until 3 p.m. on Saturday.
Lunch and dinner on Friday and lunch
on Saturday will be the responsibility of
delegates and visitors. A hot-lunch buffet

Election of a coadjutor
The Bishop Coadjutor Nominating
Committee completed an18-month search
process in September when it named five
candidates for (continued on next page)

Rebecca Stevens of Thistle Farms
will keynote 2017 ECW meeting

T

he Rev. Rebecca Stevens, founder of
Thistle Farms, will be keynote speaker as the Episcopal Church Women
of the Diocese of Los Angeles come together Friday, Feb. 24 (4 – 9 p.m.) and Saturday,
Feb. 25 (9 a.m. – 5 p.m.) for their annual
meeting at All Saints Episcopal Church,
Pasadena.
Stevens founded Thistle Farms (originally “Magdalene”) in 1997 to provide
referral and case management services for
women who have escaped from the sex
trade. Its programs teach the women vocational skills in manufacturing, packaging, marketing, sales, food service and administration. Stevens is author of several
books, of which the most recent is Letters
from the Farm: A Simple Path for a Deeper Spiritual Life. She has been featured
in the New York Times, on ABC World
News, NPR, PBS, and CNN. In 2011, the
White House named Stevens a “Champion
of Change” for her work against domestic violence. Recently, she was featured in
the PBS documentary, “A Path Appears,”
named Humanitarian of the Year by the
Small Business Council of America as well
as the TJ Martell Foundation, inducted
into the Tennessee Women’s Hall of Fame
and was conferred an honorary doctorate
by Sewanee: The University of the South.
National ECW President Lisa Towle and

Margaret
Nolde,
president of the
Girls Friendly Society in the Diocese
of Los Angeles, will
speak at the Friday
evening event.
The meeting also
Rebecca Stevens
will feature workshops led by Stevens; Cathy Salser, executive director of A Window Between
Worlds; and the Rev. Nathan Biornstad,
assistant at Church of the Transfiguration,
Arcadia, and St. Luke’s Church, Monrovia.
Bishop Suffragan Diane Jardine Bruce will
celebrate Eucharist; Stevens will preach.
All meals, including the Friday evening
hospitality hour and dinner, will be prepared by Chef Holly Hale and her staff at
Gooden Delicious, one of the ministries of
the Bishop Gooden Center in Pasadena,
with accommodations for gluten-free, vegan, and other dietary needs. ECW has reserved a block of rooms with special pricing at the Westin, Pasadena, a three-minute
walk from All Saints Church. Parking will
be available at the church and several locations within walking distance. The board
of ECW-LA hopes that each congregation
will send at least one women to this meeting. An online registration form is at conta.
cc/2f4L0NO. ?
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By Janet Kawamoto

will be available at the convention center
for $12.
Mary Bruno and Steve Bruce, spouses
of Bishop Jon Bruno and Bishop Suffragan Diane Jardine Bruce, invite all clergy
wives and husbands to the hosted “Spouse
Room” on the second floor of the convention center for hospitality and conversation on both days of convention. Spouses
will be able to watch Convention proceedings through live-feed television, and special activities will be offered.

bishop coadjutor:
u the Rev. Paul Fromberg, rector of St.
Gregory of Nyssa Church, San Francisco;
u the Rev. Rachel Nyback, rector of St.
Cross Church, Hermosa Beach;
u the Rev. Anna Olson, rector of St.
Mary’s Church (Mariposa Avenue), Los
Angeles;
u the Rt. Rev. Pierre Whalon, bishop in
charge of the Convocation of Episcopal
Churches in Europe;
u the Rev. Mauricio Wilson, rector of
St. Paul’s Church, Oakland;
u the Rev. Canon John Taylor, vicar of
St. John Chrysostam Church, Rancho Santa Margarita, who was added to the slate
by a petition process that the committee,
following churchwide practices, adopted
to replace nominations from the floor of
convention.
All six candidates are expected to attend
the convention. Three of them — Nyback,
Olson and Taylor — are clergy of the Diocese of Los Angeles. Fromberg and Wilson
are from the Bay Area. Whalon is based in
Paris, France.
The Nomination Report issue of The
Episcopal News, released in September,
includes biographical information about
each candidate, as well as answers to a
series of questions about the candidates’
vision for ministry in the Diocese of Los
Angeles. The issue is available in both
Spanish and English: links may be found
online at www.episcopalnews.com.

UTO Ingathering to
be held at convention
Ingathering for United Thank
Offering from congregations of the diocese
will be held during
convention. According to diocesan UTO
coordinator Diane
Askren, UTO boxes will
be placed on delegates’
tables; she asks that delegates put their
congregations’ checks in the boxes.
Delegates and visitors are encouraged
to add their own contributions.
For additional information, contact
Askren at jdaskren55@gmail.com. ?
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convention (continued from page 3)

The six nominees for bishop coadjutor of the Diocese of Los Angeles pause at Trinity Church,
Redlands, for a photo after the final candidates forum on Oct. 9. From left, the nominees are Anna
Olson, John Taylor, Mauricio Wilson, Paul Fromberg, Pierre Whalon and Rachel Nyback. More than
1,200 lay and clergy Episcopalians gathered at the four locations Oct. 7 – 9 to hear the nominees
answer a wide variety of questions about their vision for the diocese, their liturgical and management style, and their faith journeys. The Oct. 8 session at Campbell Hall, North Hollywood, was
filmed, and is available as a video on demand; a link is on the diocesan website.

In October, the committee sponsored a
series of four regional forums, at which
people of the diocese had the opportunity
to ask questions of the candidates. Video
footage of the forum held Oct. 8 at Campbell Hall, Los Angeles, is available for
viewing on demand: a link is on the diocesan website at www.ladiocese.org.

Elections of deputies, officers
In addition to the bishop coadjutor elections, delegates will choose four clergy and
four lay deputies to General Convention.
As of press time, 14 clergy and 7 lay candidates had filed with the secretary of convention. Those elected will represent the
Diocese of Los Angeles at the 2018 meeting of General Convention, to be held July
5 – 13 in Austin, Texas. The convention
also will elect alternates in each order.
In addition, officers will be elected for
the Canterbury campus ministry program
at UC Irvine, USC and UCLA (Canterbury
Westwood); Corporation of the Diocese,
Commission on Ministry, Diocesan Investment Trust, Diocesan Council, Holy Family Services, the adoption and foster care
agency that is an institution of the diocese,

secretary of convention, and Standing
Committee. All nominees are listed on the
convention web page.
According to Secretary of Convention
Canon Janet Wylie, elections will be carried out in three separate sets of ballots: for
bishop coadjutor, for General Convention
deputies, and for all other offices. Voting
will continue throughout the convention.
As in past years, Canon Roger Leachmann
will be judge of elections.

Resolutions, budget are on the agenda
Several resolutions have been submitted
for consideration by Diocesan Convention.
For the most up-to-date information about
resolutions, including full texts and explanations, visit the convention page and select
“Resolutions,” then click on “Report of the
Committee on Resolutions.”
The convention page also has a link to
the report of the Committee on Constitution and Canons, which includes proposed
changes to those documents.
The proposed Mission Share Fund budget
for 2017 can also be found on the website,
along with a narrative budget and graphs
illustrating income and expenditures. ?

m i n i s tr i e s

S

t. John’s Church, San Bernardino,
and The Abundant Table Farm, a
project of the Episcopal campus
ministry at California State University
Channel Islands, were two of 34 churches
and organizations around the Episcopal
Church that will receive funding through
the Church Planting and Mission Enterprise Zones Grants, as approved by Executive Council at its October 2016 meeting.
The grant of $100,000 to St. John’s was
part of a total of $1,797,000 given for
church planting and grants for already-established ministries that are exploring possibilities for new initiatives or expansion.
According to the Rev. Lorenzo Lebrija, pastor on behalf of the bishop at St.
John’s, the congregation is planning to
launch “Hope Sandwich Co.” (HSC), a
food truck ministry that will sell sandwich
meals in high-traffic areas to professional
people who have short lunch breaks. For
every lunch sold, HSC will give away
a sandwich to someone who otherwise
would go hungry. In addition, $2 from every meal will help support other ministries
of St. John’s, including a homework center,
a safe space, and a food pantry.
“In the end, if we sell 200 meals a day,

five days a week, our little
church can provide more
than 50,000 meals to the
hungry and $100,000 for the
work of the church,” Lebrija told The Episcopal News.
“Not bad for a church whose
average Sunday attendance
last year was 15!”
The Abundant Table, according to its website (the
Schoolchildren point proudly to produce they helped to
abundanttable.org), is “a grassroots, nonprofit organization harvest at The Abundant Table farm in Santa Paula.
that seeks to change lives and
systems by creating sustainable relation- nally funded in the 2013-15 triennium.
The new church plants include nine Latiships to the land and local community.”
no
churches, two focused on young adults,
It operates a five-acre farm in Santa Paula
one
on the homeless population, and severthat supports its farm-to-school, agriculal
focused
on other ethnic ministry groups.
tural and nutrition education, youth deMission
Enterprise
Zones grants focus on
velopment and faith-rooted initiatives. The
populations
that
are
under-represented in
$35,000 Mission Enterprise Zone renewal
the
Episcopal
Church.
A complete list of
grant will help it continue its programs.
grants
awarded
is
at
The 34 church programs initiatives apbit.ly/2gsbIFc.
proved include 12 new church plants,
The next application deadline is Jan.
seven new Mission Enterprise Zones, five 15, 2017. Application, guidelines and indiscernment grants, seven renewal grants formation are available at www.episcopal
for church plants originally funded in the church.org/blog/EpiscopalGenesis. For infor2013-15 triennium, and three renewal mation contact churchplanting@episcopal
grants for Mission Enterprise Zones origi- church.org. ?

Conference explores ‘Christian
witness, Muslim contexts’
he Rev. Canon Titus Presler, principal-in-exile of
Edwardes College in Peshawar, Pakistan, speaks at
“Jesus Amidst the Many Mosques: Christian Witness,
Muslim Contexts” on Oct. 22 at the Cathedral Center of
St. Paul. At the conference, sponsored by the Program
Group on Global Partnership, some 75 participants
reflected on how Christian ministry is carried out in
Muslim-majority areas, centered around the question:
“How does one remain grounded in, and loyal to, one’s
own particular religious tradition while working with
those from another?” Other speakers were Canon Paul
Gordon Chandler, author of Pilgrims of Christ on the
Muslim Road; Bishop Boston Jacques of the Diocese of
Guinea; and Najeeba Syeed, Muslim scholar and member
of the faculty at Claremont School of Theology. Attendees
included Episcopalians, Muslims and members of the
wider community. ?
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Episcopal Church grants will
fund two local food ministries

l i turg y & art s f o r adv e n t
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 27, 3 p.m.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 4, 5 p.m.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 11, 4 p.m.

St. Cross Episcopal Church
1818 Monterey Blvd., Hermosa Beach
Information: 310.376.8989
Members of the North Torrance Youth
Musicians Ensemble will join the St.
Cross Chancel Choir & Guests to lead the
audience in singing of the choruses. All
are encouraged to be active participants,
singing enthusiastically, whether they hit
all the notes or not. Audience members can
bring their own Messiah scores or rent one
at the door for $5. Voluntary donations
will benefit the North Torrance Youth
Musicians Ensemble and the St. Cross
music program.

All Saints Church
132 N. Euclid Avenue, Pasadena
Information: 626.796.1172
A meditation by Mike Kinman will focus
on the meaning of the coming of the Christ
in a contemporary context. The choir, directed by James Walker, will perform music
of Jackson, Ledger, Lassus, Bruckner, Wyers
and Howells. Child care provided.

St. Gregory’s Episcopal Church
6201 E. Willow Street, Long Beach 90815
Information: 562.420.1311
The Chancel Choir will present a perfect
beginning to the Christmas season. The audience will join in the “Hallelujah” chorus to
conclude the concert.

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 9, 8 p.m.

All Saints Church
132 N. Euclid Avenue, Pasadena
Information: 626.796.1172
Trouvères, Youth Chamber Choir and Vox
Cambiata offer music of Singh, Whitney,
Ramsey, Smith and Songhealer. Jeremy Langill offers a meditation. Child care provided.

7th Annual Messiah Community Sing-a-long

Advent Festival of Lessons & Carols

Annual Holiday Concert

James Buonemani, director. There is
no charge.

St. Matthew's Episcopal Church
1031 Bienveneda Avenue, Pacific Palisades
Information: 310.454.1358
The Chamber Orchestra and Choir and
Soloists of St. Matthew’s Parish will offer
festive music by J.S. Bach. Former concertmaster Peter Kent will performs Bach’s
Violin Concerto in E major. Also Bach’s
Magnificat in D, the fourth Brandenburg
Concerto, featuring current concertmaster
Yi-Huan Zhao, and an audience sing-along
of the “Hallelujah” Chorus from Messiah.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 4, 3:30 p.m.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 11, 1 p.m.

Trinity Church
1500 State St, Santa Barbara 93101
Information: 805.965.7419
Trinity’s Minister of Keyboard Music
Thomas Joyce will present a programs of
an hour and 15 minutes in length, featuring
a guest musician and running the gamut of
Western music history. Suggested donation:
$10 ($5 for children and youth).

All Saints Church
132 N. Euclid Avenue, Pasadena
Information: 626.583.2734
Celebrate the Virgen de Guadalupe — the
patron saint of the Americas — at a festive
service full of candles, roses, and joyful song
steeped in the Latino religious tradition.
Music by Dan Cole and El Mariachi Arcoíris
de Los Angeles. Ballet Folklorico Quetzal
will perform. Pan dulce and “antojitos” will
be served after the service.

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 27, 7:30 p.m.

Compline, Schola Cantorum of St. James’
St. James in-the-City Episcopal Church
3903 Wilshire Blvd., Los Angeles 90010
Information: 213/388-3417 ext. 200 or

www.stjla.org/greatmusic

Advent Organ Series: Advent II

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 4, 4 p.m.

Advent Service of Lessons & Carols
Trinity Church
419 S. 4th Street, Redlands 92373
909.793.2014

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 4, 5 p.m.

An Advent Festival of Lessons & Carols
All Saints’ Church
504 N. Camden Drive, Beverly Hills 90210
Information: 310. 275.0123, ext.112, or

www.allsaintsbh.org

All Saints’ Choir sings Richard Marlow’s
Advent Responsory, Philip Ledger’s “Adam
lay ybounden,” Jacob Handl’s “Egredietur
Virga,” Herbert Howells’ “A spotless rose,”
John Joubert’s “There is no Rose,” John
Scott’s “The Cherry Tree Carol,” Craig
Phillips’ “Gabriel’s Message,” Benjamin
Britten’s “Hymn to the Virgin,” and G. P.
Palestrina’s Vesper Responsory. A reception
will follow the service.
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Virgen de Guadalupe Feast Day Celebration

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 11, 3:30 p.m.
Advent Organ Series: Advent III

Trinity Church
1500 State Street, Santa Barbara 93101
Information: 805.965.7419
Trinity’s Minister of Keyboard Music
Thomas Joyce will present a program of
an hour and 15 minutes in length featuring
a guest musician. Suggested donation: $10
($5 for children and youth).

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 11, 4 p.m.
Christmas Concert

Grace Episcopal Church
555 E. Mountain View Avenue, Glendora
Information: 626.335.3171
Christmas favorites performed by the
parish choir, directed by David Aldrete, and
handbell choirs, directed by Marilyn Scranton, and featuring Rick England, organ.

Annual Christmas Concert

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 11, 5 p.m.
Advent Evening Service

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 18, 3:30 p.m.
Advent Organ Series: Advent IV

Trinity Church
1500 State Street, Santa Barbara 93101
Information: 805.965.7419
In this final Advent recital, Trinity’s
Minister of Keyboard Music Thomas Joyce
will offer the concert premiere of his newly
composed Psalm 24 for organ, “Lift up ye
heads, O ye gates.” Suggested donation: $10
($5 for children and youth).

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 18, 4 p.m.
Advent Lessons and Carols

The Church of Our Saviour
535 West Roses Road, San Gabriel 91775
Information: 626.282.5147
Our Saviour Choir and guests.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 11, 4:30 p.m.
Advent Procession of Lesson & Carols

St. James in-the-City Episcopal Church
3903 Wilshire Blvd., Los Angeles 90010
Information: 213/388-3417 ext. 200
Choir of St. James’; James Buonemani,
director. There is no charge.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 18, 6 p.m.

A Christmas Festival of Nine Lessons & Carols
All Saints’ Episcopal Church
504 N. Camden Drive, Beverly Hills 90210
Information: 310. 275.0123, ext.112
All Saints’ Choir, Parish Choir, and
All Saints’ Choristers. Featuring beloved
Christmas carols for congregation and choir.
For additional listings of music and liturgy
events at churches in the Diocese of Los
Angeles, visit the website at www.ladiocese.org,
click on Calendars, and select Arts/Liturgy.

A dv o cac y & act i o n

D

eacon Jana Milhon-Martin of St.
John’s Church, La Verne, her husband Victor, and their sons, Kasen,
Samuel and Aiden, were eyewitnesses to a
recent confrontation between what Jana
called a ‘militarized” police force and
“water protector” protesters at Standing
Rock, North Dakota, where Native American groups and their allies are trying to
stop construction of the Dakota Access oil
pipeline, which they believe threatens their
water supply and a sacred burial ground.
The Milhon-Martin family was at the
protest site to deliver supplies donated by
members of the Diocese of Los Angeles’
Program Group on Native American Ministries. A Facebook group named “EDLA
stands with Standing Rock” is following
the family’s journey.
On Nov. 21, Jana Milhon-Martin reported on the Facebook page, “Last night,
the water protectors were confronted by a
militarized police force. The confrontation
took place outside of camp, but the encampment was overwhelmed with injured
people, and as you can imagine, there was
a lot of chaos, the ever-present police airplane, ambulances, and police cars.
Because of the violence, the MilhonMartins took their sons to safety in Bismark, North Dakota.
According to news reports, the protesters tried to clear a road that had been
blocked by state troops, citing concerns
about access to their encampment, especially for emergency vehicles. The law
enforcement group responded by turning
water canons on the protesters in subfreezing temperatures, and firing rubber
bullets and tear gas.
“These people are literally putting their
lives on the line in order to make their own
voices heard,” said Jana Milhon-Martin.
“I am shocked and appalled by all of it.
Lord have mercy.”
The family was delivering supplies that
were purchased with funds gathered at a
“Water is Life” service on Nov. 13 sponsored by the program group and held at St.
John’s, La Verne. About 50 people participated in the event, which raised some $4,700
in donations, according to Canon Kelli-

Grace Kurtz, vicar of St.
John’s. Canon Mary Crist,
a priest of the diocese who
is Native American, officiated at a service of solidarity,
and offered traditional sage
blessings to participants.
St. John’s and the program group used the donated funds to buy two
Canon Mary Crist offers a blessing to Jana and Victor MilhonMartin and sons Kasen, Samuel and Aiden as they set out for
extra-large
winterized
Standing Rock, North Dakota to deliver donated supplies to
tents equipped with woodprotesters.
burning stoves, plus winter
gear and food staples.
The local efforts mirror wider Episco- began with Iowa farmers in 2014; a previpal Church has support for the water pro- ous route that brought the pipeline closer
tectors’ cause. Presiding Bishop Michael to Bismarck, North Dakota’s capital and
Curry visited the protesters’ encampment second largest city, was scrapped over conin October, and many Episcopal priests, cerns to protect the city’s drinking water.
deacons and lay members were among
On Nov. 2, President Barack Obama
524 interfaith allies representing 20 faith said the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers was
traditions ecumenical representatives who considering an alternative route. An online
gathered Nov. 2 - 3 at Standing Rock in petition is circulating to asking Obama to
solidarity with the protesters, who repre- honor his commitment to protect the peosent some 200 Native American tribes.
ple of Standing Rock.
The Standing Rock Sioux argue the
In September, federal officials stopped
pipeline would cross treaty lands, disturb construction of the pipeline on lands borsacred areas and threaten drinking wa- dering or under Lake Oahe belonging to
ter for 8,000 members who live on the the Corps of Engineers, the federal agency
tribe’s nearly 2.3 million-acre reservation, responsible for permitting on public lands
located just south of where the pipeline and waterways. Since then, the Dallas,
would cross under the Missouri River at Texas-based Energy Partners, the comLake Oahe. The lake is the reservation’s pany building the pipeline, has purchased
drinking water source. The sacred sites fall private lands near the proposed route and
outside the reservation’s boundaries, but continues construction on the pipeline.
the tribe argues they were part of an 1851 Some say the land belongs to the Sioux
land treaty.
Nation, where opponents of the pipeline
The Dakota Access Pipeline would carry set up another protest camp. On Oct. 27,
up to 570,000 gallons of oil per day across law enforcement cleared that camp and
1,134 miles from the Bakken oil field arrested 141 people. Since then, unarmed
in northwestern North Dakota through opponents of the pipeline have been in a
South Dakota, bisecting Iowa from its standoff with law enforcement officers at
northwest corner to its southeastern cor- the Backwater Bridge on Highway 1806,
ner to Patoka, Illinois, for transport to just north of the Oceti Sakowin Camp. ?
refineries. The Bakken field is the largest
Parts of this story were excerpted from
oil deposit discovered in the United States
since Alaska’s Prudhoe Bay in 1968; the reports by Lynette Wilson, writer and
Bakken created an oil boom in North Da- editor for Episcopal News Service. Local
kota in 2008 which has since slowed. Bak- reporting by Janet Kawamoto. For more
ken oil has been shipped by rail, a costlier about Episcopal Church participation in
the Dakota Access pipeline protests, visit
alternative to pipelines.
Challenges to the proposed pipeline route bit.ly/2fdWZeP.
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Locals see violence between
pipeline protesters, police

l e ad e r s h i p

Achieving a ‘Fresh Start’:
helping congregations
thrive during transitions

Program
equips clergy
and lay leaders
to begin new
ministries
and helps
churches grow

in service.
By Pat McCaughan

Above: Fairbairn
Powers, a recent
Fresh Start graduate,
baptizes Steve Kranz
at St. Hilary’s Church,
Hesperia, where she is
priest-in-charge.
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andy and Ned Bergert credit the diocesan-led
Fresh Start program with helping the Church of
the Blessed Sacrament in Placentia get a fresh start
between rectors.
In fact, the husband-and-wife lay leaders liked it
so much they signed up for an extra semester.
“It was wonderful; we learned a lot about church
in general and a lot about ourselves and really a lot
about our church community and what we needed to
look at in order to change and grow,” said Sandy, 60.
Fresh Start is a seven-year-old collaborative effort
of the Episcopal Church Office for Ministry Development, the Church Deployment Office and others
that helps equip dioceses, congregations, clergy and
laity to grow during times of transition.
One of the biggest shifts Ned Bergert noticed was
a more reflective tone in vestry meetings. “Previous
vestries were run like a corporate business meeting,”
said Ned, 61, a 30-year Blessed Sacrament parishioner and the current senior warden.
Now, after Fresh Start, “it feels more like spiritual
formation,” he said. “We spend probably the first
30 to 45 minutes of our vestry meeting on a reflection. We’re looking to update our mission statement
and during our last vestry meeting we spent time
reading articles from the Vestry Resource Guide [a
publication of the Episcopal Church Foundation].
We went through several of the discussion questions
using mutual invitation, which has changed how the
vestry communicates with itself.”
Mutual invitation, a process initiated by the Rev.
Canon Eric Law, founder of the Kaleidoscope Institute, a diocesan institution, “respects everybody’s
opinion, everybody’s time,” according to Ned.
“We’ve learned as a body that when we have a
discussion we don’t interrupt each other. We let
everyone finish their thoughts and the next person
is invited and we go around and if somebody has
follow-up, they share,” he said. “We found this to
be very beneficial, very spiritually growing, to allow
us to know each other more and to know our congregation better.”
Directed by the Rev. Canon Joanna Satorius, diocesan Canon for Clergy Formation and Transition
Ministry, participants include clergy in new cures and
newly ordained clergy, and lay leaders who are experiencing critical periods in the life of a congregation.

Its content is based on embracing formational opportunities during times of transition, the importance of
relationship building, and the need for self-care.
Ten day-long sessions are held on alternating Saturdays at the Episcopal Theological School in Claremont’s Bloy House.

Deep listening, relationship-building
Fresh Start debuted in 2000 through the wider
Episcopal Church as a clergy resource which “relied
on dioceses to develop it in the way that would work
best for them,” Satorius said. “It’s a very powerful
program for those in transition.
“Typically, when vestries or bishop’s committees
sit down to meet, they generally don’t listen deeply;
they’re problem-solving, paying bills, deciding on
actions, but never have the space to sit and hear one
another, to ask questions and get informative responses.”
With Fresh Start, she said, “you build relationship — and what is the church, if not relationships
of trust, and communication? — even if you differ
greatly” about other issues.
The sessions include such topics as: healthy beginnings for new ministries; congregational systems
and life; sharing history and community understanding; and how to navigate transition and response to
change.
Led by diocesan deployment staff and other nationally trained mentors, sessions also include finances, leading planned change, wellness and time
for worship. Since the program’s debut, modules
have been updated and the program was expanded
in 2003 to include sessions for laity.
Building those relation(continued next page)

ships offers congregations a way to move
forward in the midst of changing circumstances that might otherwise create
controversy,” Satorius said. “A lot of the
controversy we see in churches is because
leadership never really has the opportunity
to develop those relationships.” With solid
relationships, there is more ability to work
through challenges, she said.
Because of Fresch Start’s benefits to congregations and individuals, the Los Angeles diocese continues to offer the program,
even though it has been discontinued elsewhere, Satorius said.

Fellowship and challenges
Over time, Fresh Start has affected a
majority of congregations throughout the
diocese through clergy or laity who have
participated.
For the Rev. John Limo, priest-in-charge
at St. Timothy’s Church in Apple Valley,
the relationships built during the Fresh
Start sessions themselves have felt extremely supportive.
“When we meet together and share our
experiences and our challenges, we are
able to help one another with ideas and
also we are able to pray for one another
together,” he said.
“Fresh Start is the place where we go
to the cross and leave our problems,” he
added. “I look forward to it because it is a
fellowship of its own kind. Each time, we
learn something new.
“When I first got into Fresh Start, the
first thing I learned was the way all parishes have unique problems and challenges,
and then I learned to be more patient with
people, to look at each case as uniquely as
they are, to look at a new parish with a
lot of enthusiasm. It has been a place for
growing.”
The Rev. Fairbairn Powers, priest-incharge at St. Hilary’s Church in Hesperia,
said listening to the stories of other participants afforded powerful connections.
“I am not that comfortable with conflict, but it’s a reality,” she said. “And to
hear people talk about how they navigated
their way through it is particularly helpful
to me.”
Plus, the sessions always offer “the sense
that we’re called back to recognize the
whole community of the faithful and what

courtesy of john limo

fresh start (continued from page 8)

At left: Fresh Start graduate and seminary student Jennifer Pavia joins youth group members in
a prayer circle at St. Augustine by-the-Sea Church, Santa Monica. At right: John Limo, priest-incharge at St. Timothy’s Church, Apple Valley, calls Fresh Start “the place where we go to the
cross and leave our problems.”

the laity and congregations are doing.”
A three-time Fresh Start participant, she
told The Episcopal News that “one of my
key lay leaders has been in the one for laity
and swears by it.
“It’s a wonderful way to connect with
the diocese or with a new ministry and a
marvelous way to get counsel or wisdom.
It opens us and invites us to trust.”

A prayerful process
Jennifer Pavia said Fresh Start profoundly affected the rector search a few years
ago at St. Augustine by-the-Sea Church in
Santa Monica.
“The discussions revolve around whatever people are bringing into the room,”
recalled Pavia, 54, who led the search
committee. “There is a whole module
about bringing you through conflict. Another wonderful one focuses on entrances
and exits; you learn about family systems
theory so you can understand the dynamics within your congregation.”
The Scripture-based content of the modules empowered her to go back to the congregation and be a non-anxious presence
throughout the transition, she said.
Meetings became more prayerful. “We
elected a chaplain for our committee
whose sole job was, if people were getting
ahead of themselves or trying to push too
fast or rising to conflict, to pull us back
and say, ‘let’s be quiet for a few minutes
and then have prayer,’” she recalled. “It
turned our process around and it helps
people to be patient.
“When the diocese came to us and said
this is going to be an 18-month to twoyear process, we laughed and said, maybe
for some other congregation but it’s not

going to take us that long.”
But Fresh Start changed all that, she
said, by “turning it around from being this
corporate thing, like we’re going to run it
like we’re human resources. Even those
who were the most hard-core began leaving it up to the Holy Spirit. We had agendas and structures, but they wasn’t driven
by our need to direct this thing.”
And the congregation didn’t fast-track
the call to a new rector after all. “It ended up being two years to the day,” Pavia
chuckled. “We were led by the power of
the Holy Spirit. It wasn’t our own agenda.”
Eventually, Pavia also trained as a program facilitator to “share my experiences
with other congregations in the diocese.
That’s also what Fresh Start does. It plugs
you into other lay leaders and their wisdom. It isn’t top-down; it isn’t the bishop’s
office saying this is what you have to do.
The learning is coming from your contemporaries, saying this is what we tried, this
was what worked.”
Fresh Start had a profound personal
impact, added Pavia, who is currently enrolled at Bloy House. She intends to seek
ordination to the priesthood.
“Living in that discernment place so
prayerfully for two years really yielded my
own discernment,” she said.
Others also noticed the program’s impact. “The wife of one of our search committee members asked, ‘What are you people doing at your meetings?’ My husband
comes home so different, and I want some
of that.’”
A new Fresh Start session for laity will
begin Jan. 14. For more information about
Fresh Start, contact the diocesan deployment office at 213.482.2040. ?
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Delegates at
upcoming
convention will
consider a
resolution
designating

Los Angeles an
‘abolitionist
diocese.’
By Pat McCaughan

Above: St. Paul’s
Church, Ventura,
proudly displays
its abolitionist
convictions as it
combats modern-day
slavery, also known as
human trafficking.

ntil recently, Nate Alday of Ventura County believed abolitionists
were a thing of the past.
Then he became one.
“Like a lot of Americans, I thought slavery was
abolished back at the end of the Civil War,” Alday
told The Episcopal News recently. But a youth pilgrimage from St. Paul’s Church, Ventura, to Ghana
in 2014 changed his mind and his life forever.
The group shared the Eucharist in a centuries-old
slave dungeon. “It was the farthest thing from a holy
place; a dark, dirty place where thousands of people were kept while essentially on the way to their
grave,” he said.
“And yet, I felt like the Holy Spirit was in that
place. To see that contrast between evil and the Holy
Spirit, I don’t know how to describe it other than it
was like a revelation.”
There the Rev. Canon Doug Edwards, an assisting
priest at St. Paul’s, offered the group a few revelations of his own; namely that he had become an abolitionist because of his work in Ghana and because:
u more than 42 million people are living in slavery worldwide, the largest number in human history;
u the U.S. State Department estimates that 17,000
individuals are trafficked into the U.S. every year, including a significant portion for the sex industry;
u California law enforcement reports 40,000 enslaved persons statewide — a number roughly commensurate with the total of worshippers attending
Episcopal churches in the six-county Diocese of Los
Angeles any given Sunday.
“The numbers are startling,” Edwards told the
News. “A slave in Ghana costs $13 to purchase; a
goat costs $40.”
Most are children and women, he said. Sometimes, they are kidnapped; sometimes sold by a relative. Often parents are conned by promises of education and a better life for their children.
Many slaves are used as laborers; about 17 to 20
percent are involved in the sex industry, nail salons,
as domestic workers and in restaurants and agriculture.
Of modern-day slaves in the United States, “a lot
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Courtesy of st. paul’s, ventura

Combating slavery:
St. Paul’s, Ventura,
joins fight against
human trafficking
of are from Indochina and Central America and are
kidnapped persons from the good old USA who get
relocated across state lines,” Edwards said. “They
are kidnapped and handed from person to person
and become part of the sex industry.”

‘Now You Know; Act’
Once he learned about modern slavery, Alday said
he and others “felt we had to act on what we know.”
St. Paul’s spent six months raising awareness and
discerning next steps. It culminated in their becoming the first abolitionist congregation in the Los Angeles diocese and crafting the resolution, which convention delegates will consider at the 121st annual
meeting of the Diocese of Los Angeles Dec. 2-3 in
Ontario (the resolution text appears on page 4).
“St. Paul’s did a lot of work together as a parish
looking at slavery in Africa; we discovered there is a
tremendous amount of human trafficking and slavery that goes on in Ventura County,” said the Rev.
Susan Bek, rector.
“We began to learn how our consumer choices
might impact slavery and what we might do about
it.”
That work spawned Abolish Slavery Now, a nonprofit agency Alday and others incorporated in early
2016. It aims to raise awareness about human trafficking and forced labor, and to help free people
from slavery.
In January of this year, they funded efforts to free
16 young people from Ghana’s Lake Volta, working
with a local partner, Challenging Heights, which was
founded by a former child slave who cooperates with
local law enforcement officers to rescue other slaves.
According to the agency’s website, an estimated 1.8
million children, many younger than 15, are slaves in
Ghana. They are trafficked for labor and commercial
sexual exploitation. More than 6.3 million children
under 15 have been excluded from schools there.
“We have identified poverty, lack of education, and
poor law enforcement as key reasons for child traf(continued next page)
ficking and forced labor in

Ghana,” according to the website.
The Ghanaian children were rescued
from slavery at Lake Volta, the world’s
largest manmade lake, where they had
been sold into the fishing industry, Edwards said. “All of the children reported
friends and fellow slaves that had died
at the hands of their masters. They work
seven days a week, 12 to 18 hours a day,
and are malnourished. They told stories of
beatings.”
It costs about $1,000 each to rescue a
child from slavery; about half of that money buys fuel, “because rescuers are out
on boats going from inlet to inlet in the
middle of the night, to find these children
on fishing boats. They take them right off
the boats,” said Edwards, who visited the
children in June.
“They were at a safe house. I wanted to
meet with them and be able to come back
and report that yes, the children are well,
they are safe, the system works,” he said.
Once the children are rescued, they enter a process of reintegration to assist them
with PTSD or post-traumatic stress disorder, and receive spiritual care, medical
treatment and education, because many
have been excluded from schools. “We
identify their village, find their family and
interview them to make sure they weren’t
perpetrators, then reintegrate them,” Edwards said.

has been an economic crime against
humanity. It will not be stopped until
large multinational corporations like
Hershey and Nestlé refuse to stop underwriting it.”
Said Alday, “Ignorance is bliss; you
don’t know this is going on. But, once
you hear slaves are involved in your
coffee and your chocolate, how can
you support it with a clear conscience
by purchasing those products?
“In our day-to-day lives, we no longer buy Kit Kat bars for Halloween;
we get fair trade chocolate to hand
out. Clothing is another thing; there
are fair trade programs going on in
the garment industry. That’s probSt. Paul’s parishioners collect personal items and
ably the biggest day-to-day impact
toiletries to give to women rescued from human
for us, to make consumer choices to
trafficking.
make sure we’re buying from companies that don’t exploit people and
new life,” she said.
villages.”
If Diocesan Convention approves the
Bek, St. Paul’s rector, said members of
the congregation also support local orga- resolution, Los Angeles will be the first
nizations working to aid victims of human diocese in the Episcopal Church to carry
trafficking, such as Forever Found (www. the abolitionist designation, according to
foreverfound.org) and Soroptimist Interna- Edwards. He hopes to bring the resolution
tional. “They are the ones who help care before the 79th General Convention of the
for women and children when they’re re- Episcopal Church, slated to meet July 5-13
leased from captivity and begin to make a in Austin, Texas. ?

‘An economic crime against humanity’
There are many ways to stand up to
slavery, Edwards said. “The first is to take
the pledge to be an abolitionist; we have a
pledge we invite people to take, a vow to
learn more about modern slavery.”
“The vast majority of the world’s slaves
are outside the United States but a large
number of them are involved in products
we use on a daily basis … like chocolate
and coffee,” he said.
“We get cheap chocolate at the expense
of children literally dying in the cocoa
plantations; the story is identical for Folgers Coffee,” he said.
“As churches, we can stop buying coffee
at the local store that isn’t fair trade coffee. As a community we can buy fair trade
chocolate and use our power as consumers
to change our own hearts and society.
“Slavery at its base is now and always
THE EPISCOPAL NEWS Late Autumn 2016 11
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St. Anselm’s,
Garden Grove,
turns outward
to bring healthy
food to needy
neighbors.
By Jill McKenna

Above: Lola Watson,
left, food committee
leader for the Sharing
Abundance program at
St. Anselm’s Church,
Garden Grove, assists
a client of the weekly
food program.

ewer than 10 miles from Disneyland, Angel Stadium, Honda Center and other monuments to
prosperity, approximately 15% of the population
lives below the federal poverty level. But one small
Episcopal congregation is fighting hard to alleviate
food insecurity in this densely populated area of Orange County.
St. Anselm of Canterbury’s Sharing Abundance, a son, who does not speak Vietnamese, was trying to
food-outreach ministry, provides weekly donations oversee the line, but felt frustrated because he could
of fresh produce, meat, dairy products, and baked not communicate with the clients waiting outside
goods to clients in Garden Grove.
for food. A Vietnamese-speaking volunteer emerged
“Many of the people we serve are low-income. from the line, explained the process, and restored orMany are elderly immigrants,” said the Rev. Jeffrey der within minutes.
Clawson, priest-in-charge at St. Anselm’s. “We get
“I had no idea what I was going to do, and at that
about 150 people in our line every Tuesday to re- very moment, he just did it. He got the next group
ceive food for their households, which translates to in line and we became instant new friends,” Clawabout 500 people served weekly.”
son said. “It’s risky to rely on miracles but we’re in
The food ministry is led by Clawson and Rachel the middle of so many of them. All we can do is be
Fonseca; along with Lola Watson, food committee grateful.”
leader, Marcos Cumplido, dispatcher, and Hoa Mai
The team uses a borrowed van to move the food
Huynh, pastoral assistant to the Vietnamese congre- from the donating agencies to St. Anselm’s. One day
gation. They are supported by about 36 volunteers the battery died and Cumplido called Juvencio, a pawho pick up and distribute food on
Tuesdays and Saturdays.
“God uses us as instruments to send the
St. Anselm’s is a small, diverse congregation located near Orange Counmessage that the people we serve are not
ty’s Korean and Vietnamese districts,
alone in the time of their need. It’s more than
and with substantial Latino population
as well. Services are held in Spanish,
food — it’s the love of God.”
— Rachel Fonseca
English, Vietnamese and Korean every
Sunday. The Sharing Abundance leaders are divided by language but united in purpose, rishioner who is retired and owns a pickup truck.
said Clawson, who speaks Spanish.
Within minutes, Juvencio was there with his truck,
“These people have no common language, but and the team made the circuit to three markets to
they communicate,” he said. “Once in a while pick up the food.
there’s a breakdown and Rachel [Fonseca] will have
“These things happen all the time,” Clawson said.
to call me to interpret for her and Marcos. I don’t “We don’t have enough money and we don’t have
know how they do it, but week after week, they do. enough people, but it has never fallen apart.”
The heart and soul of this outreach is cooperation,
Collecting healthful food for those in need
with the occasional gift of a miracle.”
Clients are not means-tested, Clawson said. The
Cooperation in four languages
only question volunteers ask is how many people
One day in early November, no Vietnamese are in their households. These numbers form the baspeaker was available to help clients with the serve- sis of monthly statistical reports that are submitted
by-number admission system. (People who need to regional food-donation agencies.
food are given a numbered card, and admitted to the
St. Anselm’s works with the Orange County Refood-distribution rooms in groups of five.) Claw- gional Food Bank, as well
(continued next page)
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jill mckenna

A small, multi-lingual
congregation reaches out
to ‘share abundance’

Courtesy of jeffrey clawson

St. Anselm’s (continued from page 12)

as Second Harvest’s Grocery Rescue program, which sponsors relationships with
grocery stores to connect excess food with
those in need. That food is then passed
along to underserved residents in central
Orange County.
Fonseca finds motivation in helping
people eat healthful food. “I was inspired
by the idea of helping people live a healthy
life,” she said. “The people we serve are
probably praying for relief and Sharing
Abundance helps answer that prayer. God
uses us as instruments to send the message
that they are not alone in the time of their
need. It’s more than food — it’s the love
of God.”
Many clients end up joining the volunteers, Clawson said. “It moves people. We
all know the need (for food) is so elemental, so basic.”

From client to volunteer
One such volunteer team is Kennya and
her husband Antonio. Kennya came to
the inaugural Sharing Abundance donation event in May 2015, her family having
fled Mexico after a drug cartel threatened
violence against their young son. By the
family’s third visit, they were volunteering.
“We were relieved to have food when we
first got here,” Kennya said. “St. Anselm
was the first place we found help in this
country. I want to help here — this is a
beautiful time in my life. The best part was
finding Fr. Jeffrey.”
Kennya is currently unable to lift heavy
food boxes, as she is expecting her second
child — a girl due in March — but is eager
to resume volunteering after her daughter
is born. “We had no food, no family and

no friends here,” said Antonio. “We came
to St. Anselm and found help and relief.”
Clawson was first impressed with the
need to provide relief in urban food deserts
while in seminary at the Church Divinity
School of the Pacific in Berkeley. There he
worked with Sara Miles, food activist and
author of Take this Bread, at a San Francisco food pantry. “They put me in charge
of cucumbers,” he said. “Some accepted
the cucumbers and some didn’t, but the
people were so beautiful. I remember one
fragile woman whose face beamed because
she loved cucumbers and hadn’t had one
for so long. It was compelling. That has
stayed with me.”
In addition to providing mostly fresh
food, supplemented by a few packaged
products, Sharing Abundance also accommodates the working poor by operating in
the evenings. “Quite a few of our clients
are working full time, some in more than

Parishioners, clients, volunteers and clergy
come together for a photo at St. Anselm of
Canterbury Church, Garden Grove, during the
congregation’s “Sharing Abundance” food
distribution program.

one job,” Clawson said. “Having our outreach in the evenings helps us serve more
of the working poor.”
As to the future, Clawson said a diaper
program is starting in December. He also
hopes to soon be able to provide soap and
other personal-care items. Second Harvest
has also selected Sharing Abundance to join
its new Emergency Food Assistance (EFAP)
program, a monthly outreach that provides
additional food to those in need. ?
Jill McKenna, a member of St. Wilfrid of
York Church, Huntington Beach, is a volunteer for St. Anselm’s Sharing Abundance
program.

Did you know?
The Diocese of Los Angeles has
a full-service Credit Union.
The Episcopal Community Federal Credit Union has been in
existence for 14 years, and any Episcopalian in the diocese can join.

ECFCU offers a full line of financial products:
Savings Accounts
Checking Accounts
Holiday Club Accounts
Debit/ATM Cards
On-Line Banking
Bill Pay
24-Hour Telephone Information

Auto Loans
Signature Loans
Business Loans
Wire Transfers
Individual Credit Counseling
Financial Education
Free Income Tax Preparation

800-366-1536
ext. 254
www.efcula.org
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tak e n o t e
ECW Medical
Ministry Grant
application
deadline is Dec. 10
The
Episcopal
Church Women of
the Diocese of Los
Angeles will award its 2016 Medical Ministry Grants on or around Feb. 10, 2017.
The grants are given to Episcopal groups
or institutions that help meet medical
needs within the Diocese of Los Angeles,
working with medical or relief organizations that are independent of the Episcopal Church as well as those within the
church. An application for the Medical
Ministry Grants may be found online at
bit.ly/2f6k2UU. For additional information,
contact Kim Ericson at MedMinistries@ecw
losangeles.org or 951.217.2660.

Episcopalians,
Lutherans to hold
MLK Day celebration
Presiding Bishop Michael B. Curry will be
the keynote speaker
when members of the
Diocese of Los Angeles and the Southwest California Synod
of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America come together on Sunday, Jan.
15 at 3 p.m. for a joint worship service
celebrating the life and legacy of the Rev.
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. The theme for
the gathering, to be held at Westchester
Lutheran Church, is “Living the Dream
of God Now.” All are welcome; clergy are
invited to vest (white albs and red stoles).
For further information, contact the Rev.
Canon Frank Alton, provost of the Cathedral Center, at 213.482.2040, ext. 201, or
falton@ladiocese.org.

Global Partnership
group seeks aid for
Haitian refugees
At the request of
Bishop
James
R.
Mathes, the Diocese
of San Diego is seeking in-kind donations for the growing
numbers of Haitian refugees at the U.S./
Mexico border. Many of these men, women and children are earthquake survivors
who were employed by Brazil’s construc14 THE EPISCOPAL NEWS Late Autumn 2016

tion industry in preparation for the Olympics. The Program Group on Global Partnership of the Diocese of Los Angeles is
working with the Diocese of San Diego to
collect rice, beans, tuna, chicken, Cup O’
Noodles, socks, feminine hygiene items,
toiletries, baby formula, and diapers. In
Los Angeles, donations can be dropped
off at the Cathedral Center of St. Paul,
840 Echo Park Avenue, Los Angeles, until Thanksgiving. To schedule a drop-off,
contact Troy E. Elder, bishop’s legate for
global partnership, at 213.482.2040, ext.
245, or telder@ladiocese.org.

Bishop’s Ball is Jan.
28 at St. Cross Church,
Hermosa Beach
The annual Bishop’s
Ball for high school-age
Episcopalians will be
held Jan. 28, 2017 at St.
Cross Church, Hermosa
Beach. Hours and other details will be announced soon.

Young Adult
Service Corps
provides worldwide ministry
opportunities
Young adults
(21-30 years old)
have an opportunity to transform their
own lives while engaging mission and
ministry in the Anglican Communion by
joining the Young Adult Service Corps.
Applications are available for 2017-2018
placements in the corps, commonly known
as YASC. Currently YASC members work
alongside partners in administration, agriculture, communication, development,
and education worldwide. The application
for a 2017-2018 placement, with additional information and instructions, is available at bit.ly/2f6nSgT. Application deadline
is Friday, Jan. 6, 2017.

The Abundant Table
invites all to ‘Farm
to Fork’ dinner
The Abundant Table, a project of the
campus ministry at
Cal State University
at Channel Islands, will present a “Farm

to Fork” fundraiser dinner on Thursday,
December 1, 6 – 8 p.m. at 420 Santa Clara
in downtown Ventura. The dinner will
feature produce from the Abundant Table
farm and other local producers, and will
be prepared by Tim Kilcoyne and Lisa McCune from Scratch Ventura. Guests will
enjoy seven different craft beers from Topa
Topa Brewery and wine from Stolpman
Vineyards. Tickets are $75 per person.
For information and to register, visit conta.
cc/2eDVdCD.

Brueggemann to
speak at Pacific
Palisades
lecture series
Theologian and
author
Walter
Brueggemann will
be the featured speaker at the 2016-2017
Stern Lecture at St. Matthew’s Church,
Pacific Palisades, Jan. 6 – 7, 2017. Brueggemann is a prolific writer of books, articles
and numerous commentaries on the books
of the Bible. He is a professor emeritus of
Old Testament at Columbia Theological
Seminary, where he served on the faculty
from 1986 to 2003. The Stern Lecture will
consist of three separate talks, beginning
on Friday, Jan. 6 at 7:30 p.m. and continuing on Saturday, Jan. 7, 9 a.m. – 1 p.m.
St. Matthew’s Church is located at 1031
Bienveneda Avenue in Pacific Palisades,
California. The event is free of charge, but
reservations are requeste: email to stern
lecture@stmatthews.com or call the parish
office at 310.454.1358, ext. 128.

Nadia Bolz-Weber
to keynote Forma
Conference
Lutheran pastor Nadia Bolz-Weber, along
with the Rev. Nancy
Frausto and the Rev.
Eric Law of the Diocese of Los Angeles, will headline the 2017
Forma Conference for Christian educators, to be held Jan. 25 – 27 at the Hyatt
Regency Orange County in Garden Grove.
The conference will also offer a wide variety of workshops, from ministry basics to
social justice and beyond, as well as a preconference “Planning for Wellness” day
sponsored by the (continued next page)

P e o p l e News of t he Dio ces an C ommunit y
take note (continued from page 14)
Church Pension Group. Bolz-Weber is the
author of two New York Times-bestselling
memoirs: Pastrix; The Cranky, Beautiful
Faith of a Sinner & Saint and Accidental Saints; Finding God in All the Wrong
People. She is founding pastor of House
for All Sinners and Saints in Denver, Colorado. Nancy Frausto is the Episcopal Diocese of Los Angeles’ first Latina leader to
have grown up in a Spanish speaking congregation who has gone on to pursue ordination. Her experience and passion for the
ministry of “scrappy churches” has led her
to serve two thriving multicultural, multilingual, multi-generational congregations;
Trinity Church and St. Mary’s (Mariposa),
both in Los Angeles. Eric Law is founder
and executive director of The Kaleidoscope Institute, which provides resources
to equip church leaders to create sustainable churches and communities. For more
about Forma and the conference, visit
episcoforma.org/2017-conference.

Women’s retreat in
Orange County to
feature Nora Gallagher
The women of Deaneries 9 and 10 (Orange
County) will welcome
author Nora Gallagher
as keynote speaker at
their annual retreat, themed “Strength
for the Journey,” on Saturday, Feb. 18,
2017, 8:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m. at St. Andrew’s Church, 4400 Barranca Parkway,
Irvine 92604 (949.559.4699). Gallagher,
a preacher-in-residence at Trinity Episcopal Church, Santa Barbara, is the author
of the memoirs Moonlight Sonata at the
Mayo Clinic, Things Seen and Unseen:
A Year Lived in Faith, Practicing Resurrection: A Memoir of Work, Doubt, Discernment, and Moments of Grace, and the
novel Changing Light. The day’s schedule
also will include workshops, lunch and
Eucharist celebrated by Bishop Diane Jardine Bruce. Gallagher will lead a workshop and preach at the Eucharist. The Cathedral Bookstore will be on hand with a
selection of Gallagher’s books, as well as
others of interest. Cost is $20 per person,
including lunch. All women of the diocese
are invited. Registration will soon be available through St. Andrew’s parish website
at www.standrewsirvine.org. ?

REQUIESCANT
u A memorial service
was held Oct. 28 at Holy
Faith Church, Inglewood,
for Ken Adams, who died
at the age of 103. A wellknown lay leader in the
diocese and a longtime member of Diocesan Council, where he continually advocated for the needs and rights of African
American Episcopalians as well as people
of the wider community.

u The Rev. Edward Powell Allen, a former rector of St. Andrew & St.
Charles Church, Granada
Hills, died July 9 in Hingham, Massachusetts. He
was 88, and had been in ill health for
about a year. A service was held at St.
John’s Church, Hingham, on July 19.
u The Rev. Gillett Bechtel,
retired rector of St. Francis’ Church, San Bernardino, died Sept. 9. He was
95, and had been living in
Yucaipa. Survivors include
his sons, Peter and Paul, and two daughters, Karen and Susan. Bechtel’s wife,
Betty Harpster Bechtel, died in 2013 after
67 years of marriage. The family held a
private memorial for on Sept. 20. Bechtel
served at St. Francis’ Church as vicar
from 1974 to 1976, then continued as
rector until 1985. In retirement he served
at Shepherd by the Sea Lutheran/Episcopal Church, Gualala, from 1987 to 2012.

u The Rev. Gary W. Goldacker, a former rector
of St. Michael’s Church,
Anaheim (1986 – 1991),
who died suddenly on
Oct. 24, apparently suffering a heart attack on his way to the gym.
He was 74. He was most recently interim
dean at Christ Church Cathedral in Cincinnati, Ohio. After his departure from
the Anaheim church, he began an interim
pastor ministry, serving congregations in
Virginia, Nevada, Kansas, Rhode Island,
Ohio, Michigan and Colorado. Before his

tenure at St. Michael’s, Anaheim, he also
was an associate at All Saints’ Church,
Beverly Hills (1983 – 1985). During his
time at St. Michael’s, Anaheim, he was
president of Region 5 (Orange County
and the South Bay).

u The Rev. Kevin Taylor, former rector of St.
Mark’s Church, Downey,
died Sept. 18, a week after
suffering a hemorrhagic
stroke. He was 77. A service was held on Saturday, Sept. 24 at
11 a.m. at St. Matthias’, Whittier, where
Taylor assisted in recent years. Taylor
also assisted at St. Margaret’s Church in
South Gate (2004 – 2011). He was rector
of St. Michael the Archangel Church, El
Segundo, from 1994 until he retired in
2004; from 1999 to 2001 he also served
concurrently as priest-in-charge of St.
George’s, Hawthorne. He also served for
a year (1994) at St. John’s, La Verne, after
his tenure at St. Mark’s Church, Downey.
Previously he assisted at St. Wilfrid’s,
Huntington Beach (1982 – 1984).

u Mark Thompson,
husband of the late Rev.
Canon Malcolm Boyd,
died Aug. 11 at his home
in Palm Springs, where
he moved early in 2016.
Thompson, 63, a licensed therapist, author and photographer, and for two decades an editor of the LGBT publication
The Advocate, was a leading gay rights
activist in the San Francisco area and later
in Los Angeles. He was author of many
books, including a trilogy on the spirituality of gay men — Gay Spirit, Gay Soul and
Gay Body — and is considered a founder
of the “gay spirituality” movement.
u A funeral service
was held July 23 at St.
Stephen’s, Charleston,
South Carolina for the
Rev. Richard Dwight
Thomson, a former
rector of Holy Trinity, Covina, and St.
Paul’s, Tustin. He died July 18 in South
Carolina, where he had resided in recent
years. He was 87. ?

For full obituaries, visit www.episcopalnews.com
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P e o p l e News of t he Dioces an C ommunit y
CONNECTIONS
u The Rev. Christian Anderson will be ordained to the priesthood Dec. 17 by Bishop Peter Eaton of Miami.

ish literature, philosophy, sociology, divinity and theology in Richmond, Virginia;
Cambridge, Massachusetts; and Oxford,
England. He recently was married to the
Rev. Yein Kim, also a priest of the diocese.

u The Rev. Tom Carey, vicar of Church u The Rev. Lisa Jacoby has been called

u The Rev. Christine McSpadden began serving as
rector of Trinity, Santa
Barbara in November.
McSpadden
graduated
from the University of
Virginia and received her
M. Div. from Yale/Berkeley Divinity School. She worked on Madison Avenue as a marketing executive before being ordained in 1996. She served as
associate rector at St. Bartholomew’s, New
York; then priest-in-charge at St. Luke’s,
San Francisco; canon for cathedral life at
Grace Cathedral; and associate rector at St.
Mary the Virgin Church. Most recently she
served for a year as priest vicar and chaplain at St. Paul’s Cathedral in London. She
is married to David, and they have two
teenage children, Liam and Rhea.

of the Epiphany, Los Angeles, has been appointed to the board of The Gooden Center.

as deacon at St. George’s Church, Laguna
Hills.

u The Rev. Philip DeVaul, former rector

u The Rev. Cindy Jew began serving as

of St. John the Divine Church, Costa Mesa,
began serving as rector of the Church of
the Redeemer in Cincinnati, Ohio, Oct. 1.

priest-in-charge of St. Paul’s Episcopal and
Emmanuel Lutheran (ELCA) Church, Santa Paula, in November.

u The Rev. Michael Fincher begins serving as rector of St. Gregory’s Church in
Long Beach in November.
u The Rev. Francisco Garcia was installed

u The Rev. Martha Johns began serving
as associate for community life at Trinity
Cathedral in Phoenix Sept. 1. She previously assisted at St. John Chrysostom
Church, Rancho Santa Margarita.

as rector of Holy Faith, Inglewood, on
Oct. 29.

u The Rev. Yein Esther Kim, assistant u The Rev. Carren Sheldon has been appriest at the Congregation of St. Athana-

u The Rev. Nickolas sius at the Cathedral Center in Los AngeGriffith began serving as
rector of Christ Church,
Redondo Beach, on Oct.
17. Originally from Richmond, Virginia, he served
most recently as priest for
seven congregations in
Newfoundland, Canada. He studied Brit-

les, was one of 17 women named by Presiding Bishop Michael Curry as part of the
Episcopal Church delegation to the 61st
session of the United Nations Commission on the Status of Women (UNCSW),
meeting in New York March 13 – 24. The
women, along with several members of
the presiding bishop’s staff, will serve as
church representatives and advocates, in
cooperation with Ecumenical Women at
the United Nations. The 2017 UNCSW
priority theme is “Women’s economic
empowerment in the changing world of
work.”

u The Rev. Aidan Koh was honored Sept.
15 by St. James’ School, Los Angeles, on
his 25th anniversary as chaplain. On that
occasion, Bishop J. Jon Bruno also named
him an honorary canon of the Cathedral
Center.

u The Rev. Guy Leemhuis has been called
as deacon at Holy Faith, Inglewood and
St. George’s, Riverside.

u The Rev. Roberto Martinez, vicar of
Church of the Magdalene, Glendale, has
been named director of Instituto de Liderazgo, a ministry of the diocesan program
group on Hispanic Ministry that trains lay
leaders for various essential ministries in
Spanish speaking communities.
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pointed interim rector of the Episcopal
Church of St. Martin, Davis, by Bishop of
Northern California Barry Beisner.

u The Rev. Ada Wong-Nagata will be on
special assignment, loaned from the Diocese of Los Angeles to serve with the Diocese of New York for two years as priestin-charge at the Church of Our Saviour in
Chinatown (Manhattan).

u Richard Zevnik has
been named chancellor of the diocese. He
is a parishioner of St.
Michael and All Angels
Church, Corona del
Mar, since 1999. He is
a 1985 graduate of the
Loyola Law School, and earned a bachelor’s degree in microbiology from UCLA
in 1976 after graduating in 1971 from
Phillips Exeter Academy in New Hampshire. At both Exeter and UCLA, Zevnik
rowed on championship crews. A longtime Southern California resident, Zevnik
was born in 1953 in Neenah, Wisconsin,
and grew up in Memphis, Tennessee. He
and Susan Zevnik were married in 1999.
He sings in his parish choir and has been
a member of the Saddleback College Chorale since 2003. Zevnik, who is assisted
by vice chancellor Julie Dean Larsen, succeeds the Rev. James Prendergast as chancellor. ?

