SID WOLINSKY – EMERGENCY PREPARATION LITIGATION

A. Background on DRA 

1. DRA Mission
2. Non-Profit
3. 20 years
4. Cross Disability
5. Our lawyer with disabilities 
6. Not Charge Fees
7. Clients are in charge – BCID, CIDNY, United Spinal, Disabled in Action, National Federation of the Blind and National Dyslexia Association/Hearing Loss

B. Number of people with disabilities –

1. 90,000 in New York
2. Those who do not self-identify –hard of hearing, etc.
3. Seniors with low vision or ambulatory problems; persons with minor cognitive difficulties
4. All of these are greatly exacerbated where high-rise buildings are routine and density is great

C. Other DRA Cases

1. Veterans, taxis, Dyckman street station, voting sites, GGNRA, California Department of Transportation, Sidewalks (NY, Long Beach), Bay Area Rapid Transit, UPS, Target

D. Other E-Prep cases– Oakland, Richmond, City and County of Los Angeles, now D.C.

E. Try to settle every case – DRA experience across the country

Stories told by Susan - these stories become the narrative for trial.  In turn, the narrative becomes the basis for relief tailored to these issues.

F. The law – program access; “reasonable modification of policy”



G. Lessons – Our experience (Monitor dozens across U.S.)

1. Municipalities are the first line of defense in a disaster
2. Extent to which people with disabilities are at risk depends on the overall environment and services - New York, as an example.
Taxis
Subways
Schools
Sidewalks
The more inaccessible the City is generally, the more difficult it is and therefore the more advances planning in detail is essential
3. First responders cannot routinely be expected to do what’s necessary for people with disabilities, especially without training and preparation.
4. Absence of effective coordination between bureaucracies; firefighters, expected to do high-rise evacuations, are trained to fight fires as their priority
5. The established players are often the most resistant - the Mayor’s Office on Disability, Red Cross, OEM, Fire Department

6. Personal preparedness is no excuse for the responsibility of the municipality 

7. Ad-hoc response is the opposite of planning and is no substitute of advanced plan and detail

8. People with disabilities are canary in coal mine
a. NY Hi-rise evacuate
b. Letter from DC counsel
9. Need outside help, not likely to do it on own
10. Essential to have complete involvement of disability community at every stage

H. What does this all mean if

1. You are a planner? – Ostrich
2. A Disability Activist?
3. Checklist and Model Programs
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