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Welcome to TXWG
Winter Encampment 2017!

C/Col Laura Turpen
Encampment Cadet Commander
By C/SSgt Emma Herrington

My name is C/Col Laura Turpen, and
I am the Cadet Commander of the
2017 Texas Winter Encampment.
The Cadet Commander oversees the
flight staff, coordinates the events,
and ensures that cadets are
receiving
proper
training.
My journey in Civil Air Patrol started
when I was 15 years old. I was
inspired to join by my grandfather,
who was also part of Civil Air Patrol.
Now, at 20 years old, I achieved the
highest rank in the cadet program;
Cadet Colonel.
In all of my experiences with CAP,
however, one stands out among all
the
rest;
Encampment.

Edition 2
From Around The Nation
By C/2d Lt Sam Hamilton

Prevent The Flu

By C/CMSgt Joelle Sherbeck

Texas Wing hosts one of the highest
regarded encampments in Civil Air
Patrol. This encampment is so
amazing that people travel from
many different parts of the United
States for a chance to attend. This
winter Texas will host basic cadets,
staff, and senior members from ten
different
wings.
Also,
all
seven groups of the Texas Wing are
represented.
Texas currently has the highest
number of the flu cases in the
A few of the wings represented this country. Some of the symptoms of
year are Arkansas, Arizona, DC, the flu include bodily aches, cough,
Louisiana,
Maryland,
Minnesota, and congestion.
New Hampshire, and California.
There are many factors that can
Cadets attend Winter Encampment cause you to catch the flu. A
for many reasons. Cadet Airman weakened immune system caused
McKinney, who wants to attend by stress, sleep deprivation and
Texas’ Lonestar Emergency Services poor
nutrition
heighten
your
Academy this summer, needs to chances of catching the flu. When
complete an encampment prior to someone has the flu virus they are
applying.
Cadet McKinney’s home contagious from the day before
wing which is in Arkansas does not symptoms start until approximately
hold a winter encampment so she seven days after the symptoms
applied here in Texas.
started. If someone has the flu, the
treatment is to let it run its course.
We also had the chance to talk to
the Deputy Director of Training who There is a six-foot span that germs
is from the Wisconsin Wing. When travel with a cough, so cover your
we asked about why he chose to go cough by coughing into your elbow.
to Texas Wing he told us, “From
what I heard, Texas Wing has high The best treatment is prevention, so
standards for their staff and their wash hands before eating, or
basic cadets and it is very touching any vulnerable areas such
organized.” This being his first time as touching your face. Make sure to
to Texas he said that out of all the wash or sanitize your hands after
wings
he
has
been
to
for coughing, using the restroom or
encampments this one has given touching any commonly handled
him lots of new information.
surfaces.

Encampment
is
an
amazing
opportunity for cadets to expand
their leadership and team building
skills. In the 10 encampments I
have had the privilege of attending,
I have seen great spirit and great
drive.
I have very high hopes for these
cadets this week; I know they will
impress.
This
is
my
last
encampment as a cadet, and as
cadet commander, I have made it
my duty to ensure it’s one of the
best!

If you suspect that you have the flu
make sure to get plenty of rest,
stay hydrated and get plenty of
vitamin C. Ensure that you report
any sickness or injury to your flight
staff or training officer immediately.

In–processing
By C/SSgt Piper Loy

The Learning Begins

Your Wingman

During
the
first
day
at
encampment, the cadets rotate
through three sections that give
them the knowledge they will need
to pass inspections inside the
barracks.

This
evening,
the
cadets
participated
in
the
legendary
Wingman class. This class taught
what it means to be a wingman by
leading yourself and your flight.

The first class runs the cadets
through a great detail on how their
uniforms should look in order for
them to pass inspections and help
each other with their uniforms.

Wingmen are two cadets that work
together
to
look
after
and
encourage each other throughout
encampment. This course gave our
cadets the chance to learn not only
how to watch out for themselves
but for their wingman as well.

By C/2d Lt Trevor Pawley

You may have heard the term
“In-processing”
while
here
at
encampment.
In-processing is more than just
signing into the encampment. This
is the first time the basic cadets
experience a high intensity training
environment.
Cadets receive their Standard
Operating Instructions or SOI for
short. This contains information on
how to make their bunk, organize
their
lockers,
the
chain
of
command, and other important
information about the encampment.
Parents can view a copy of the SOI
on the encampment website at
texascadet.org/winter-encampment
During check in cadets talk with the
administrative and medical staff to
ensure all of their paperwork and
health information is correctly
recorded
and
addressing
any
concerns the cadets may have.

The second class goes through how
their bunks and lockers should look
with all their luggage and uniforms.
The specifics on how their sheets
should be folded and look, as well
as how their uniforms in their
lockers should be arranged and
where everything else should be
placed.

When the cadets are assigned to
their
wingman
they
will
be
responsible for each other the
whole week. The origin of the
wingman is rooted in the United
States Air Force, where a pilot
would depend on his fellow airman
to watch his side in the air. Because
of this, it is CAP tradition for cadets
to find a wingman to help them
through encampment.
After the wingman Class the Cadet
executive
staff
introduced
themselves to the basic cadets.
The executive staff consist of Cadet
Commander, Deputy Commander,
Executive
Officer,
Director
of
Training,
Deputy
Director
of
Training,
Safety
Officer,
SET
Commander, and finally Command
Chief.
After learning about wingman philosophy
and
meeting
their
executive staff, the cadets now
have a strong foundation that prepared them for encampment.

Every cadet received a t-shirt who’s
color corresponds to their flight.
This is one of the most important
part of encampment, and while it
may be quite intense, it is required
to set the pace for the days to
come. In-processing is the gateway
not only to encampment, but to a
successful CAP career.

By Cadet PAO Staff

The final class runs the cadets
through what honor and warrior
flights are and how to achieve these
flight statuses. In order to gain
Honor flight, the flight has to
the best flight of the overall day
while Warrior flight is the most
improved flight of the day.
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