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PRAYER LIST
Please keep the following in your prayers:

Brian Merritt
Lorinda Ravo
Al Ravo
Deborah Gulick Shepherd
Kim Newton
Mary Lightfoot
John Mark Wojcicki

2019 SESSION
Class of 2019
Carl Erickson
Don Luques
Ryan Van Orden

Class of 2020
Jim Butts
Grace Clegg
Jim Simmons

Class of 2021
Sandy Archer
Erin Roguso
Sandy Woolcock Patton

Clerk of Session: Sandy Archer

2019 BOARD OF DEACONS
Class of 2019
Marge Conroy
Barbara Cors
Chris Roguso

Class of 2020
Patricia Butts
Gilles Djongang
Sharon Heil

Class of 2021
Jenn Bramley
Charles Nyland
Justin Simmons

2019 HEAVEN SENT NURSERY SCHOOL BOARD OF
TRUSTEES
OFFICE: 852-2006
Ginny Plumbo - 2019
Carl Erickson - 2020
Patricia Butts - 2021
Connie Quinn - HS Parent

Rachel Becker,
Floyd Smith’s
granddaughter
Jeff Beddow
Richard
Bodycomb
Mary Brodt
Eris Bunnel
Barbara
Courtright
Pam Covert &
her dad Jim
Alisa Dartnell’s
mother
Families in Nebraska
FPCH
Friends of FPCH
Janette Hendershot
Jeanette Hile
Terry Gretchen
Dorothy Knauer
Judy Kolwicz
Dotty Landiak
Charles Lee
Emily Ligarzewski
Maikuu
congregation,
Kibwezi Kenya
Diana Merzoian
Members of the
Armed Forces

Martin Nyland
Barbara Pace,
niece of the
Prestopines
Edith Payton mother of
Sharon Heil
Shirley Pennington
Holly Pippas
Elizabeth
Robitsch
Students in need of care
Mark Tilney
Those struggling with
addictions
Those recovering from surgery
The VanOrden Family
Ruth Weber
Dan Yankiv

DATES TO REMEMBER:
APRIL 2019
03:
03:
04:
04:
07:
10:
11:
11:
13:
14:

16:
17:
18:
19:
20:
21:
23:
24:
25:
25:
28:

Yarn Girls - 1 PM in the Conference Room
Lenten Bible Study in the Conference Room
11 AM and 7 PM
FPC Ringers - 6:40 PM in the Music Room
Senior Choir - 7:30 PM in the Music Room
Worship- 10 AM; Sunday School; fellowship; Choir Cantata
after worship; Joyful Youth Ringers and Unity Chimers
Rehearsals
Lenten Bible Study in the Conference Room11 AM and 7 PM
FPC Ringers - 6:40 PM in the Music Room
Senior Choir - 7:30 PM in the Music Room
Men’s Breakfast - 8:30 am in the Chapel
Worship - 10 AM; Palm Sunday Processional by
Sunday School; Little Lights Choir sings; Sunday
School Easter Party and Easter Egg Hunt; fellowship;
Joyful Youth Ringers and Unity Chimers Rehearsals
Session Meeting - 6:30 PM in the Conference Room,
Lenten Bible Study in the Conference Room11 AM and 7 PM
Maundy Thursday Worship and communion - 7:30 PM
Good Friday Worship at Gethsemane Lutheran Church - 7 PM
Ladies’ Breakfast at the River Star Diner - 9 AM
Easter Sunday Worship and communion - 10 AM; fellowship
Deacons Meeting - 6:30 PM in the Conference Room
Ladies Who Lunch - 12 noon: Place to be determined
FPC Ringers - 6:40 PM in the Music Room
Senior Choir - 7:30 PM in the Music Room
Worship; Little Lights Choir sings; Sunday School 10 AM;
fellowship; Joyful Youth Ringers and Unity Chimers Rehearsals

A NOTE FROM OUR PASTOR
Dear Friends,

“Hello. It is nice to meet you. My name is Brian Merritt.” Some
form of that introduction has played out multiple times over the last
few weeks. I have been introduced, welcomed, and introduced again.
Each introduction brings me new and interesting people that God has
put in my path. I feel incredibly welcome in this faith community.
Food, help unloading my Uhaul, information, advice, and rides are
blessings that you bestow upon me as a stranger. This hospitality has
been incredible. I can’t thank the community of First enough. Thank
you!
As I begin our interim period together it is appropriate that I
start at the beginning of Lent, a period of reflection and repentance in
anticipation of resurrection. What could be a greater symbol of this
time of transition in the life of First Presbyterian?
This should not be a place of denial, but truth. We are a community within a larger community. We are called as adopted into a
new family with the weakest of us taking on the most prominent role.
As with any family we will feel both great affection and love for each
other, as well as irritation and resentments. That is the nature of family. There is no community of faith absent those elements on the road
to love and unity.
Yet, we are not connected by blood, but coheirs of a new
covenant in Jesus Christ. This gives us the only opportunity that we
have for becoming the life giving humans we were created to be in
this world. That means that we will be pulled, by the Spirit, toward
mercy, peace, grace, love, and reconciliation as a family of disciples.
So, family, let us work together toward exploring this period of transition together with courage!
As we look inwardly during Lent in penitence and repentance let
us peek into a view of Christ growing among the entire First Presbyterian Church family.

BRIAN MERRITT

APRIL 2019 FINANCIAL

$NAPSHOT

BY: AL RAVO
The Expenses Paid and Income amounts below do not include the
funds transferred from the Endowment to meet the church operating
expenses.
FEBRUARY
Year to
Date
Income
$13,084.08
$31,749.38
Expenses Paid
$16,728.62
$33,419.07
Net Operating Income/
Deficit
($ 3,644.54)
($ 1,669.69)
Amount Needed from
Endowment
$
0.00
$
0.00
The 2019 Per Capita is $37.00 for
each of the 215 members of our
Church. The total amount due in
2019 is $7,955.00 or $662.92
monthly. In February, $632.00 was
received for the Per Capita bring
the total amount received in 2019
to $2,388 or 30% of the annual
amount due.
The 2019 Per Capita is $37.00
for each member of the Church.
Please contact Al Ravo if you have
any questions or would like to discuss the Church’s operational finances, the Endowment Funds or
Per Capita.

CHOIR NOTES
BY: LORINDA RAVO

April 7: Calvary’s Love-Sr. Choir
Today, our Senior Choir presents a Holy Week cantata, “Calvary’s
Love”. This performance will feature a walk through Holy Week, including Palm Sunday, The Last Supper, The Garden of Gethsemane,
and then the events of Good Friday. Narration and music combine
for a powerful experience.
April 14: Why Does He Seem to Be So Sad?-Sr. Choir
Sing it! Hosanna-Combined Choirs
Our choirs today provide anthems that remind us of Jesus’ triumphal
entry into Jerusalem, but also that this is the first day of a week that
would bring suffering and death to Him.
April 18: (Maundy Thursday) Man of Sorrows-Sr. Choir
O Precious Lamb-Sr. Choir
O Sacred Head Now Wounded-FPCH
Ringers
For tonight’s Tenebrae service, the Senior Choir and Chime Choir anthems invoke the mystery of the night of the Last Supper and the
Garden of Gethsemane.
April 19 (Good Friday) What Man is This?
O Precious Lamb
Tonight, members of our Senior Choir travel to Gethsemane Lutheran Church as our choirs combine for a moving Good Friday service.
All are welcome to attend. Gethsemane is located on 4th Street in
Hackettstown.
April 21: The Majesty and Glory
of Your Name-Sr. Choir
Jesus Christ is Lord-Sr. Choir
The Strife is O’er-FPCH Ringers
He is Risen! This morning, our
choirs provide music to celebrate
the joy of the resurrection!
April 28: Soloists
Today, students from the choral
music department of Hackettstown High School will provide our special music. Please welcome Jessica Allardice and Amanda Ackerman.

LET’S TALK:
ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING
BY: SANDY ARCHER

As you all know, Ash Wednesday began the season of Lent in
our church. During this season, the Presbyterian Church receives the
gifts to One Great Hour of Sharing which helps to improve the lives of
people in challenging situations. The offering provides us, members of
the congregation, a way to share God’s love with our neighbors in
need. It is the single largest way that Presbyterians come together
every year to work for a better world.
One Great Hour of Sharing makes a difference. The donations are almost equally
divided among three of our programs:
First, the Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, which works alongside communities as they recover and find hope after the
devastation of natural or human caused disasters, and support for refugees.
Second, the Presbyterian Hunger
Program, that takes action to alleviate
hunger, care for creation and the systemic causes of poverty so all
may be fed.
Third, the Self-Development of People, investing in communities responding to their experiences of oppression, poverty, and injustice and also educates Presbyterians about the impact of these issues.
This year marks the 70th Anniversary of One Great Hour of
Sharing. Our church is using a Giving Calendar as a way to remember
the needs of the Presbyterian Church worldwide. Each day, consider
the reflection and drop a coin in a jar; end the day with a closing
prayer. On Easter Sunday, we will dedicate these donations and the
envelop donations collected throughout Lent. Please participate. Giving Calendars are located on the dais.
As always, thank you for your generosity with this program.

APRIL BIRTHDAYS
3:
4:
6:
7:
8:
10:

11:

12:
13:
15:
18:
20:

21:
24:
26:
28:
29:

Sharon Heil
Nancy Budd
Harper Schneider
Brenda Neice
Kate Sobolewski
Sean Wallace
Matthew Zellars
Bruce Bergman
Sam Maze
Heather Fleischman
Ryan Gelsinger
Brendan Pierson
Ron Shepherd
Ashley Kimble
Gerald Grover
Cynthia Chipko
Chip Cochran
Michele Cameron
Brian Ligarzewski
Ryan Pierson
Shane Stone
Brynn McDonagh
Isabelle Fernandez
Erin Roguso
Pastor Jeff Archer

APRIL
ANNIVERSARIES
5:
6:
6:
15:
16:

Jerre & Nancy Budd
Sam & Barbara Maze
Mike & Jessica McDonagh
Harry & Annette Knauer
Les & Dana Carpenter

FEEL FREE TO REMEMBER ANY ONE OF THESE
MEMBERS OF FPCH ON HIS OR HER SPECIAL DAY!

GREETERS FOR APRIL

SAVE THE DATE: FISH AND CHIPS
DINNER TO BE HELD ON APRIL 26
BY: ELLEN BERGMAN

07:

Marge Conroy and Frank McCabe

14:

Jen and Al Aquino

21:

Maria Koskulics and Russ Reed

28:

Barbara and Bill Cors

WELCOME, LANDON RICHARD!
FPC Hackettstown is pleased to announce its newest addition Landon Richard Siegfried - who was born on Friday, March 15, 2019.
Weighing in at 8 lbs, 12 oz and measuring 21 inches, Landon is the
son of proud parents Jennifer and Eric Siegfried. Jennifer is the
daughter of Jan Courtright and the granddaughter of Barbara
Courtright.
Proud grandmas, Jan Courtright and Diane Hull, are pleased
to say they can spoil
Landon with all of the
blessings of life!
Congratulations,
Jennifer and Eric, on a
beautiful baby boy, and
Jan and Diane for a
new addition to the
family!

This year, we will hold our annual Fish and Chips Dinner at the
Chapel on Friday, April 26.
The traditional menu will be served and tickets will be available in mid March. The meal will include the fish and chips (French
fries) provided by Tastefully British, homemade coleslaw, green
beans, bread & butter,
beverages, and dessert.

Sit down meals
and take out orders will
be served between
5:00 and 7:00 p.m.
Ticket prices are $15.00
for adults and $8.00 for
children under age 12.
This event is one of our annual fundraisers, so please consider
attending to show your support and to enjoy great fellowship with
our congregation and others from the public sector.
For more information or to purchase tickets, contact Ellen
Bergman at bergiedeacon7@icloud.com

COME AND ENJOY GOOD FOOD AND
FELLOWSHIP!

2019 PRESBYTERIAN YOUTH TRIENNIUM
The 2019 Presbyterian Youth Triennium is a gathering held
every three years for high school age students in the Presbyterian Church (USA)
and the Cumberland Presbyterian Church.
Youth from all churches (across the sponsoring denominations) come together for
this life-changing, life-giving, faith-growing
gathering!
Five days help to form a younger
generation of active Presbyterians. Five
days help to shape the leadership gifts and
deepen the discipleship awareness for a
generation who are already achieving a strong presence in this
church and this world.

EVENT ESSENTIAL INFORMATION:
DATE:
Tuesday, July 16th – Saturday, July 20th, 2019
LOCATION:
Purdue University, West Lafayette, IN
AUDIENCE:
Entering freshmen through graduating seniors;
adult advisors must be 21 plus years
THEME:
“Here’s My Heart”
REGISTER:
Until May 2019
FEE:
Youth: $555.00; 18 years and Older: $575
(Registration includes all programming, food & lodging. Everything but travel (check with Newton Presbytery)
WEBSITE:

www.presbyterianyouthtriennium.org

First Presbyterian Church of Hackettstown will help any
member who wants to go as a youth or an adult advisor with the
finances! Check the Newton Presbytery website for more details!

SCHOOL NEWS
BY: JEN BRAMLEY

Last month the Deacons sponsored a children’s clothing
drive to provide items for four children at the local
elementary school.
Congregation members once again displayed a
high amount of compassion by purchasing various items for the children:
sneakers, socks, underwear, pants,
shirts, skirts, and dresses.
To all who participated, THANK
YOU for your generosity! The children are so very
appreciative.

A SNEAK PEEK AT WHAT’S
COMING TO VBS’s BAKERY
BY: LORINDA RAVO

The work begins in earnest now for our July 29-Aug 2 VBS
program, “Cooking Up Character at the VBS Bakery-A recipe for
creating good citizens!” where we will be sensitively discussing the issue of bullying with our
VBS classes and engaging the kids in crafts,
stories, songs, cheers, and recreation activities.
Registration will kick off on April 14 in the
Church and on April 15 for Heaven Sent students.
Mailings to
the public will occur Monday,
April 15.
If you’d like to be involved in ANY WAY in the
program, please be sure to let Lorinda Ravo or
Ginny Plumbo know!
And watch for our next
planning meeting!

GOD’S LOVE ENDURES FOREVER
Please keep the VanOrden family in your prayers. Zachary
John VanOrden, brother of Ryan VanOrden and father of Zoe, entered the Kingdom of Heaven on March 9, 2019.
Zachary John VanOrden, age 38,
was born October 10, 1980 in Fort Myers,
FL. He is the son of Kristin Rapp and the
late Raymond VanOrden, Jr.
Zachary was a skilled mechanic and
electrician, and was always available to
assist his family and friends as needed.
He was also a talented guitarist and enjoyed all types of rock music. A devoted
father, he loved his daughter Zoe more
than anything in the world.
He is survived by his daughter Zoe
VanOrden and her mother Tammi Pecoraro, his mother Kristin Rapp,
3 brothers, Raymond VanOrden III and wife MaryAnn VanOrden,
Ryan and wife Cathy VanOrden, Andrew and wife Joni VanOrden, his
sister, Anne Alvarado and husband Romero, and many nieces and
nephews.
Let us give thanks for the God of the Resurrection, whose love
brings us hope!

The gospels that prepare for Lent indicate
the springtime labor that must be done in
the vineyard of the soul. The soul must be
harrowed by penance and contrition in order
that the divine seed of the holy season of
Lent may bring forth abundant harvest.Rudolf Peil

HOW CAN WE SHOW GOD’S
LOVE DURING LENT?
BY: MARYANN SIMMONS

Ten Activities to Consider
During the month of April, prayerfully consider participating
in any of the activities listed below (or one of your own choosing) in
order to demonstrate good Christian values.

1. Help a neighbor in need
2. Join a ministry within the
church
3. Share your talent with the congregation
4. Send a note to someone in need of encouragement
5. Volunteer at a soup kitchen
6. Grocery shop for a shut-in
7. Read to the elderly at an assisted living
facility
8. Volunteer at an animal shelter
9. Give a smile to a stranger as
you pass by one another
10. Donate to a local charity

LADIES WHO LUNCH
This March the LWL enjoyed a wonderful outing at Szechuan
Royale. The food was delectable, the company was great, and the
fellowship was memorable. The next outing for lunch will take
place on Wednesday, April 24 at noon. The location is yet to be
determined.

FPC SHIRTS FOR SALE
If anyone would like to order an FPC short
sleeved shirt, please let Winnie Slachetka know.
H e r c o n t a c t i s h o o ve r c c m @ c o m c a s t . n e t
908-475-2418, or see her in church. The shirts
are available in all colors and sizes. The cost is
$20, $5 of which goes to the Deacons.
Thank You!

DEACONS TO HOST SPRING
CLOTHING DRIVE
SAVE THE DATE: MAY 4, 2019
On Saturday, May 4, 2019, the Deacons will have drop off in
the church parking lot from 10 am-12 noon for their spring clothing drive. We accept purses, clothing, hats, belts, bedding, tablecloths, curtains, stuffed animals, towels, and shoes (please place
shoes in a separate bag).
Please place all items in a black plastic garbage bag.
As always, thank you for your generosity and participation
with this mission.

Sharing God’s Bounty
The Fields Are Ripe
Easter is the most joyous, the most victorious celebration of the
church year. It is an opportune time for us as stewards to “Declare his glory among the nations, his marvelous deeds among all peoples” (Psalm
96:3)! What deed can be more marvelous than the resurrection of our Lord
from the dead? Yes, “Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the first
fruits of those who have fallen asleep” (1 Corinthians 15:20), and we, too,
shall be raised from the dead to live with him forever in Heaven.
As stewards of the Gospel, we have this good news to tell. Jesus reminded us of the urgency of the proclamation of his redemption. We read
in John 4:35 that Jesus said, “Do you not say, 'Four months more and then
the harvest’? I tell you, open your eyes and look at the fields! They are
ripe for harvest.” There is a need for us to tell this message effectively,
passionately, clearly, and with perseverance so that all may be led by God's
grace to respond to Christ's gift of salvation.
Along with pronouncing this good news with our own lips, we have a
responsibility to give. We respond to the needs of others by taking groceries to our food banks, by contributing funds to be used for helping families with various financial difficulties, by sending money to areas hit by
natural disasters, such as floods and hurricanes. What greater need is
there than to provide financial support for those who minister to the greatest need of all … the spiritual needs of Jesus' lost sheep? Our giving should
be done willingly, cheerfully, generously, even as God in Christ has given to
us.
Jesus promised that, as we carry out his commission to “…make disciples of all nations …” he will be with us “…to the very end of the
age" (Matthew 28:19, 20). Paul reminded us that "God is able to make all
grace abound to [us], so that in all things at all times, having all that [we]
need, [we] will abound in every good work" (2 Corinthians 9:8). Every
day, the Holy Spirit provides opportunities for us as stewards to tell the
good news and to give according to our abilities that the message of God's
love in Christ may be spread throughout the world. Easter is our reason:
Christ is risen! He is risen indeed!
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PHOTO FEATURES OF THE MONTH

DID YOU KNOW?…
BY: DEB GULICK-SHEPHERD

The Chapel building on Main Street is built on the sight of the
original Presbyterian meetinghouse. Built in the 1760s, the land
was deeded to our congregation in 1764 and subsequently parcels
of the surrounding land were deeded for the burying ground.
Around 1819 the original building was moved to Beattystown to be
used as a carriage house by J.T. LaBar. A new meetinghouse was
constructed which held 78 pews. Around 1839 a leaky spire was
removed and renovations were completed.

Members of Joyful Noise Bell Choir perform at the March 10
service.
Photo courtesy of Donna Annunziata.

A NOTE FROM THE EDITOR
The Lenten Season is upon us and oftentimes we have difficulty staying the course that was meant to be followed. To that
end, we need to reflect and find the time to be mindful of our purpose in life: to be true followers of the word of Christ.
This month, I ask that
you devote some quiet time to
the gospels and keep others in
your prayers as you journey
through your days.
Have a blessed Easter!
God bless you.
Unity Chimers perform “JOYFUL, JOYFUL” at the
March 17 service.
Photo courtesy of Donna Annunziata.

MaryAnn Simmons

