Today her signature holds her name and
the names of her children. Family. Hearts
were held firm, even in absence, but now
complete again...and moving forward.
Patti West
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Life goes on for this sweet woman and for her
children, one day at a time. She is better equipped
now, more than ever in her life, to provide for her
little family. She did the hard work and we were
privileged to walk with her on this part of her
journey. We celebrate her successes along with
her, and we look forward to what the future holds
for this beautiful woman who has overcome some
pretty incredible odds...and mostly did it because
#lovemybabies.

Fifth Street Ministries

She was the single mother of two boys, both
school age, and both with difficult issues. Trying to
keep life and limb together became too much and
her boys were taken away from her. She came to
Fifth Street, hopeless and helpless, lost without her
children and she had given up on herself. Her
work began within our programs, and her case
manager helped her begin developing a plan. At
first the plan was a little opaque because her
depression was weighing her down. Jumping
through all the hoops necessary to begin
addressing that particular issue, we began seeing
a little life come back into her eyes after a few
months. She got a job (that really didn’t pay a living
wage - because she couldn’t count on the
consistency of tips.) But, it was a job and knew that
was the first step in reunification with her children.
She began socializing and talking with folks around
the shelter...then one day, her case manager
noticed her “signature” at the bottom of her text
message which said #soinlovewithbobby. A little
time passed and she realized that if her children

children filled the shelves. Little touches here and
there made that apartment into a safe haven, a
place where their lives could be rebuilt...and the
hashtag then became #brandnewkindafree. Then
the day came that one child came back and a little
while later the second one came. There was more
love within those walls than you could imagine.
Her case manager continued to work with her,
doing those little things that may seem
insignificant, but really moved the process a little
further. She learned how to put her hair in a bun.
She learned how to do her nails and she learned to
put on a little makeup. She was flourishing, and
even though there were still financial struggles, the
signature moved to #sohappyagain.

Diakonos, Inc.

Here’s a little story that could be representative of
our historical recordings in the early part of the
21st century.

were going to be returned to her, she would have
to find a better job, but without any real specialized
training or education that would prove to be
difficult. With the help of a local church, she was
able to enroll in a certificate program at Mitchell
Community College. She was on her way. The
first day after being accepted into the program, the
signature on her texts changed to
#collegestudentnow. She embraced the
opportunity to learn and things started looking up.
She felt better about herself, and even though
there were challenges, it looked as though she was
moving towards being reunited with her children.
Going to school had boosted her confidence, not to
mention support and encouragement she received,
especially from her case manager. After
completing the program at Mitchell, another level of
confidence was mastered...and the signature
became #movinonup...a clear indication of how
much things had changed for her. She was a
sponge. She worked her program, both at Mitchell
and at Fifth Street. No doubt, getting her sweet
babies back was part of her motivation, but it also
seemed that for the first time ever, she had some
healthy enthusiasm for life. Her progress was
noted by the ones who made the decisions about
her children...and before long, signature changed
to #mybabiesrcominhome. Through our housing
program, she moved into her own apartment - with
a room for her boys. Her job situation improved,
and she and her case manager continued to fix up
her apartment and make it a home. Pictures of her
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In the cyber world in which we live, history is
recorded with every post, every share, and every
text. It will surely be interesting 50 years from now
when our grandchildren and great-grandchildren
learn about how we went about our business
during our time.

(upon upgrade will house our counseling and
case management services)
8’ 2X4’s
Drywall
White interior latex enamel

Individual tissue packs
Cough medicine (no alcohol)
Children’s cough medicine
Chloraseptic spray
Over-the counter meds that treat sunburn, insect
bits, nausea/vomiting, diarrhea athletes food
Benadryl and Hydrocortisone Cream
Sharps container

Thanks in advance for always being there for
us, helping out in more ways than we can
even begin to list. You are always
appreciated.
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FOR THE RENOVATIONS ON THE OPEN DOOR
CLINIC BUILDING

NURSE LISA’S CLINIC NEEDS

EASTER NEEDS
Since the Easter Bunny will be expected to
leave baskets for 20+ kids (both Fifth Street
and My Sister’s House,) can you help us out
with baskets, grass, and all the goodies that
make up the best Easter basket ever? We
need the items by Thursday, March 24 if you
can help.

Name _________________________________________________________
Address_________________________________________________________________________

Over-the-counter meds for adults and children
Paper towels
Cleaning supplies
Baby wipes

Donations may also be made by visiting our website - www.fifthstreetministries.com

MY SISTER’S HOUSE NEEDS

(better known as the soup kitchen)
Coffee, sugar, creamer
Tomato products
Elbow macaroni
Napkins
Pot holders
Multi-purpose cleaner

Please accept my tax-deductible donation in the amount of $____________________

FOR THE FIFTH STREET COMMUNITY KITCHEN

Our programs are supported by grants and donations from individuals, churches, civic groups, businesses and fundraising. Your support is appreciated as we serve thousands of individuals each year in
a variety of ways, addressing the needs of the homeless, the impoverished and those who are victims of domestic and/or sexual violence. Blessings on you for helping us carry out the work of Diakonos

’

Michele Knapp
Finance Officer
mknapp@fifthstreetministries.com

Top row: Billie Bourgeois - has been volunteering with Fifth Street since 1990. At 95 years old, she’s still going strong.
Gracie Martin - leader of Gracie’s Cupcake Team has been volunteering consistently for six years - and has worked her way to head server on her
days here! Sybil Lackey - loves Fifth Street and Fifth Street loves her back.
Layton Mauze - Chef extraordinaire - and master of shrimp and grits that made for an incredible breakfast.
Bottom row: Pam Navey accepting the Ruth Ann Blankenship Award on behalf of four law enforcement agencies that (among other things) hosts an
annual softball tournament that brings awareness to the issue of domestic violence and raises money for My Sister’s House;
Heather Myers - Volunteer of the Year because of her Dedicated work in the Soup Kitchen. Barbara Garrison - brought music to our halls with the
development of our beloved Fifth Street choir. Barbara received the Tim Morrison Award. Each Resident Staff received a t-shirt like the one in the
picture in appreciation for the commitment they have made to carrying out the work of Diakonos .
(Pictures courtesy of Jesse Brown)
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pwest@fifthstreetministries.com

What a great morning we had at our
Volunteer Appreciation Breakfast. If
you weren’t there, please know that
we cherish you and are so very
grateful for every smidgen that you
do for Fifth Street. When we all
come together, big things happen.

