
Augustinian 
Augustus Lutheran Church  

An Historic Church for Today’s People 
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

In our country, we are allowed to own private property. We become owners through 
deeds, certificates, and other legal instruments. Ownership is part of the American 
dream. Most people would rather own than rent. 

As the legal owners of so many things, it is sometimes difficult for us to acknowledge 
that God is the real and ultimate owner of everything. He is the owner; we are the man-
agers or caretakers of God’s property. King David wrote, “The earth is the Lord’s, and 
everything in it, the world, and all who live in it” (Psalm 24:1). God is the landlord. We 
are the tenants. We possess, we occupy, we use, we manage—but we don’t own. 

Scripture tells us, “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth” (Genesis 1:1). Out of nothing, 
God created life. The world and all who live in it are gifts from God. To sustain our lives, he gives us the abil-
ity to produce wealth (Deuteronomy 8:18). He gives us strength, wisdom, knowledge to use in this life and 
then eternal life with him in Heaven. 

In Genesis 1:26, God puts us in charge of his kingdom. 

“Then God said, ‘Let us make man in our image, in our likeness, and let them rule over the fish of the sea 
and birds of the air, over the livestock, over all the earth, and over all the creatures that move along the 
ground.” 

God has made us his stewards responsible for all the gifts he has entrusted to us. As wise managers, we under-
stand that we will be held accountable for how we manage God’s possessions. If we manage what we been 
given wisely and responsibly, we will one day hear God say, “Well done, good and faithful serv-
ant!” (Matthew 25:23). 

Yours in Christ, 

Pastor Weleck 
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   August 2019 
 

I hope everyone is keeping cool in this oppressive heat wave we’re having. I was able to escape some of  it dur-

ing my vacation in the mountains. Many thanks to Barbara Hartenbauer for playing the organ during my vaca-

tion, and thank you to all our summer soloists.  We are truly blessed at Augustus. 

By the time you read this, our choir workshop will have concluded.  We met at Augustus on August 3rd to look 

at the music for fall and Christmas, and we had a guest vocal coach to provide semi-private lessons to our sing-

ers.  It was a great morning of learning and fellowship. 

Look for some updates in September about our annual Christmas Concert – it’s going to be bigger and better 

than ever.  The whole Collegeville-Trappe community will be invited to attend. 

Elsewhere in this newsletter is a flyer for a summer music camp for middle school instrumentalists.  My col-

league, Vince Ryan, is providing this experience FREE at Advent Lutheran Church in Harleysville.  I hope 

some of our students will be able to take advantage of this excellent program. 

Enjoy the rest of  your summer, and I’ll see you in church! 

From the Bench 

Augustus Book 
Club  

The next “official” meeting of the  
Augustus Book Club will be held in  

September. We’ll Discuss 

Pachinko by Min Jin Lee 

Summer Fellowship activities in the 
works! Stay tuned! 

New members are always welcome.  
Come to discuss the book and get to know  

some new folks!  
Refreshments are always served.  

Questions?  Contact Karen McClain 
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Coordinator of Faith Development 
 

Vacation Bible School 2019 is in the books!  Many thanks to our wonderful staff:  Pastor Weleck for leader-
ship and the opening skit; Laurie Mueller for LOTS of music; Jen Wentworth for leading the science center; 
Jeannie Halteman for leading the crafts center; Thomas Wessner who led the games center and his staff, Kevin 
and Jen Beattie; Thomas Lyaro, Rachel Shaffer and Lizzy Meeley who lovingly shepherded the children 
through all the centers; Karen McClain, our shopper and, with Karen Lachenmayer, our snack leaders; Gem-
ma Patten, our nurse; and Scott Halteman and his crew who have faithfully transported our sets every year.  
We had a great week and learned a lot about Jesus.  We also learned about and collected items for Daily 
Bread, St. John’s—Norristown, The St. James Outreach House, and the Pottstown Cluster to help our neigh-
bors in need.  Mark your calendars for Vacation Bible School 2020 (To Mars and Beyond!) June 22nd-25th.  
You won’t want to miss it! 

Grace & peace, 

Sonya Sowards 
Coordinator of Faith Development 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

    1 2 3 

    Ronald Young Jr.  Linda Linsenbigler 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
Amanda Scholl Kathryn Robinson Michaela DeCarlo  

Ashley Interrante  
Cathie Van Alstine 

Jim Cunningham  
Emerson Smith 

 Kimberlee Davis Dennis Oscapinski 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

Gary Long Stan Lilienthal  
Timothy Stalker 

David Ivarson Christopher DeCarlo Jr. Alex Dogonniuck Richard Allebach  
Landon Watts 

Skylar Althouse 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

Penelope Balzereit  
Gail Bischoff 

Amy Sellman  
Kathleen Wilkins 

 Connor Elison  
Debbie Hoffman  
Bruce Jennings  
Nathan Kerr 

Ralph Kibblehouse  
Madison Kuklentz  
David Schweitzer 

Andrew Meeley  
Marjorie Price 

 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

Eric Linsenbigler  
Kimberly Lumley  
Krista Oscapinski  
Rachel Oscapinski 

Susan Millheim  Stephanie Frazier Karen McCrea Andrea Jaggers/     
    Brown  
Cayla Schulz  
Corrine Schulz  
R. Scott Young 

Katie Kerr  
Cynthia Rauch 

August Birthdays 

Altar Servers:  Acolyte  Crucifer Torch Bearers 

August 4 Connor Elison   

August 11 Cole Brenner   

August 18 Kevin Dubeck   

August 25 Carson Leigl   

Readers 8:00 am 9:30 am   

August 4 Piper Bouchard Alanna Jessee  

August 11 Sandy Trauger Mike Taylor  

August 18 Contact Laurie Mueller   

August 25 Contact Laurie Mueller   

Communion Assistants 8:00 am:  Debra Augustine  

August 4 Dave Schweitzer  

August 11 Sonya Sowards  

August 18 Bob Rodenberger  

August 25 Gary Wessner  

Ushers Dick Allebach, Chili Lyaro and Pat O’Hara  

Offering Tabulation   

August 4 Debra Augustine, Karl Stefan, and Jeannie Funk 

August 11 John Kochel, Brian O’Hara, and Frank DePaul 

August 18 Janet Stokes, Sherry Jessee, and Chris Dogonniuck 

August 25 Debra Augustine, Karl Stefan, and Jeannie FUnk 

Altar Guild 8:00 am: Sally Sweeney  9:30 am/10:30 am:  Mike Van Blaricum Deb Scholl and Sherry Jessee 

August Worship Assistants 
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A Gentle Reminder 
The generations of faithful Lutherans that have gone before us have left us a great legacy at Augustus Lu-
theran Church. Please do your part to keep our buildings neat, clean, and presentable to the many friends 

and visitors we welcome throughout each week of the year.  



9 



10 



11 

August 2019 
 

As a community of women created in the image of God, called to discipleship in Jesus Christ, and empowered 
by the Holy Spirit – we commit ourselves to grow in faith, affirm our gifts, support one another in our callings, 
engage in ministry and action, and promote healing and wholeness in the church, society, and the world. 

Biennial Gathering  
 
On June 1, 2019 our Annual Southeastern Pa Syn-
odical Women’s Organization Biennial Gathering 
was held at Trinity Lutheran Church, Lansdale. 
The theme for the day was “Water of Life” with a 
focus on helping the people of Flint, MI, suffering 
from a contaminated water condition since 2014.  
We raised $1,582.54 for the churches in Flint, 
Michigan, and wrote notecards of encouragement 
to be sent to Salem Lutheran Church to be distrib-
uted to these people in need.  30 people attended 
representing 6 conferences and 12 churches. 
 
Phyllis Boyer, our president began the Gathering with a welcome to all attendees.  
Cindy Ryan presented the devotions using the topic “I was thirsty, and you gave me something to drink” 
 
Cindy’s message included the following thoughts:   
She talked about “another kind of thirst.  One that 
does not include water, one that we take for grant-
ed every day.  One that some of us may not even 
realize exists.” “Each of us is thirsty and each of us 
are able to provide a drink.  We need to open our 
eyes to see where God is leading us.  There are 
days when you may be the one looking to quench 
your thirst and there are days when you will be 
quenching someone else’s thirst.  Life gives us so 
many opportunities” “Another way to share is to 
let someone help.  You may not think they will do 
it as good as you, but that does not mean they 
could not try.  And if they do it differently, then so 
be it.”  “Our goal is to love one another as Jesus loves us.  Doing that enjoy your water today and every day 
and never take it for granted for there are those who do not have this blessing – it is up to us to pass it 
on.  Remember when you sip it is a gift from God and serving it to another is your gift to Him.” 
 
Pastor Chris Glod from Trinity Lutheran Lansdale also shared a short devotion. 

Our main order of business was to elect voting members to represent us at the 2020 Triennial Convention of 
the Women of the ELCA to be held in Phoenix, AZ in July 2020.  The following ladies were elected as voting 
member delegates:  Joyce Adams, Patricia Leberman, Cindy Ryan, and Helen Dungan.  The fifth voting 
member delegate will be the SE PA Synod Women of the ELCA President as of June 6, 2020. 

Our featured speaker, Trudy Phillips, spoke about how our water ways run and what affects them. She began 
with a dramatic demonstration; she had 5-gallon bottles of water; from this she measured out 1 ¼ cups – this 
represented fresh as opposed to salt water. She then used an eye dropper to show the amount of that water 
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which was drinkable. She explained and 
demonstrated how water moves down-
ward either above or underground, pick-
ing up debris as it travels. This eventually 
ends in our streams and rivers, then flows 
into the oceans. She demonstrated this 
with a blue clothe "stream" which we 
filled with trash; it overflowed as seen in 
the picture. 

Helen Dungan shared information regard-
ing the water needs in Flint, Michigan.  
She obtained this information from Pastor 
Monica Villarreal, of Salem Lutheran 
Church in Flint Michigan.  Salem and 
Shiloh Baptist Church are delivering water to 170 vulnerable homes – people with immunity impairments 
which make them extremely susceptible to infection. The cost of this mission runs about $5,000 per month and 
is being paid for by donations. Pastor said the church leaders and members are serving people especially when 
death occurs - praying for them and responding to their spiritual needs, not just their physical needs. 

Our third speaker was Hope Grosse who with Joanne Stanton recently formed the Buxmont Coalition for Safe 
Water. Both women are originally from the Warminster area and they and their families have suffered serious 
health issues as a result of the release of chemicals, PFAS (Per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances), into the 
ground from Willow Grove Naval Base. The chemical is part of firefighting foam which seeped through the 
ground into the water. She cautioned us that this chemical is not included in normal water tests; and strongly 
suggested everyone install a reverse osmosis water filter. 
 
Hearts & Hands  
The Quilting Group under Augustus' Women/ELCA welcomed a special guest, Heide Boldt Diefenderfer, who 
attended the workshop on Wednesday July 3, 2019. Heidi displayed her hand-made cloth dolls and showed the 
detail work that went into each and every doll.  What an awesome presentation!!!  Thank you so very much, 
Heide.   We were honored to have her attend and in addition, two ladies attended the group for the first time.  
We are growing!!   Fun, fellowship, and refreshments were shared by all. 

http://www.welcatg.org/
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