ENGME-RD (30 Jan 69) :
SUBJECT: Operaticnal Report of 39th Engineer Battalion (Combat) for
Period Ending 31 October 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (RI)

TO: C/Opns Spt Div FROM: (/Res Dev Div/ME DATE: & FEB 195¢MT2
Mr. Price/slb/50381

\!_‘&: We-were previously aware of the reported problem as a result of liaison
wis & wndks made to Vietnam by representatives of the USA Engineer Waterways
Experiment Station (WES). Redesign of the anchor may be feasible and will
be considered in future R&D on landing mat systems. Cutting-off the anchor
tips as indicated in the report is an unsatisfactory solution; the diameter
and configuration of the hslix (screw) tip is required to restrain vertical
movement, of the mat Incldent to aircraft landing and take-off.

2. In order to provide an early solution to the problem, in February 1968,
WES was directed to explore feasibility of utilizing military and commerciagily
avallable power drills and augers as a means of emplacing mat anchors. A

WES report on thelr evaluation will be published in April 1969. The report
indicates that the pneumatic wood-borer, a component of the pneumatic tool

set organic to engineer combat and construction units, can be employed for
this purpose by use of an expedient drill-chuck adapter which can be fabri-
cated in the field. The report includes drawings needed to fabricate chuck
adapter in unit shops. The report also discusses commercially available
equipment which can be used..

&. Dissemination of the WES report will include distribution to ail
major Army component commands and the USA Engineer School.
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1. (C). section L. _Operations: Sirnificant Activities,

]

a, {¢) Génefél:;

(1) (C) Grganizétion:

During the Teport period, the 39th ingineer Buttaliop (Combat) consisted of a
Headquarters and Headquarters Company,and foeur lettursa line companies. The 3rd
Platoon, 630ty Light Squipment Company, attached during the previous roport period,
Temained attucheq to Company ¢, The 1st Platoon, 5llth'Panel Bridge Company was.
attached to tie Headgquarters ang Headguarters Company for rations, maintenanee, ang
OPerational control on 2 October 1968, See Inclosure 1,

(2) (¢ Cormand, The 39th éngineer Battalion (Combat) remaineg under the command
of the Commanding'Officer, 45th Zngincer Group, The battalion remained in support.
of the amerieal Division Ehroughout the reporting period, with Hq and Hg Co at the
Sane location within the CHU LaX base perimeter (g7 533037). Incumbent cormanders
3t the close of the Teporting peried were as follows: . '

C0, Vth fngr bn - = LTC Tenho R. Hukkala
€0, Co a1, 39iph tngr Bn - CPT George R, Paul IT
€0, Co B, 33th &ngr Bn = CPT Torrerice M, Wilson
€0, Co ¢, 39th #ngr Bn. - CPT Paul A, Reh .

€O, Co D, 39th Fngr Bn - CPT David, B, Tanner
€0, HHc, FIth Engr By - 1LT Coleman C. Knott

(3) (o) Hajor sctivities, 1o dddition to LOC mineswceping and maintenance .
missions on louts QL-1, major @etivities during the reporting period included: the
completion of the opening of oute 233 from-TaM XY (BT 306204) to TId PHUOC (BT~ -~
118139) in Support of Operation Burlington Trail; the upgrading and minesweeping of
Route 535 gy LZ BaLDy (BT 142452) to BT 081389 in support of Operation thecler/
Wllowa; the upgrading of Route QL-1 from BS. 635635 to pBs 733543 to MaCYy standards;
the lengthening of draimpe Structures ang UpErading and repair of bridres on Route
QL~1 from RS 601920 to Rg €95635; ang the repair ang renovation of the runway and
P2rking apron at Bue Pho airfield (Bs 812335), Projects within the CHU Lal bage
area ineludeg completion of 1200 feet of fixeq wing aircraft revetment s; construct.
“on of two thirty-rive foot, observation towars; and repair of 75,44 Sguare feet of
Aireraft maintenanee hardstang, The battalion also constructed revetnents fop an
Qutoratic data Irocessing centor 4n m HANG .

. ta) The opening of Route 533 from Ta¥ Ky (BT 306204) to TIEN PHUOC (BT 118.
L3 amg comploted dwring thc_reporting period, The burpose of opening the twenty
VIT0e 1z of gne ‘ane, class 50, limiteq all-woather roag wWas to allow civiliap
erleviae Lraffie into the TIFN. PHUOG valley which hag & population in excess of
17.00 Foople and to pugg Military conveys inte LZ Y0uiG (e 189159) and the SF/
CI; Seop at T PHUOC. Security fop the work parties w2s provided by the 2nd
ALV Bivigion, Throughout the beriod Company experienced heavy enemy resistance
0 their efforgs to open the rend, In spite of this enany activity, upgrading was

(b)  Upgrade operations on Boute 535 from Lz SALD (BT 1421,53) o Lz Ross (3r.
028342} were initiateq by Company D on 4 October 1968 +o previde o one lane, 1i-
nited 3l~weather, class 50 roaq, Ihadequatgwgggin&ge structutes are being en-
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larged and odditiennl draincge structures added @s roquired. Security for.work
parties is provided by the 196th Light Infentry Brigade, americol Division. Hedvy
rains in mid-October caused extensive demage to the road, causing it to be closed
for a period of ten days. This demoge was repairced, and primary work effort is
now directed to placing a rock swface courss on the road 2long with improving
drainage structures to carry anticipited monsoon rains,

(¢) ‘idening of Route QL-1 to MACV standards between BS 733543 ond BS 695635
‘conbinued.. In addition, Company € continued to lengthen culverts ond widen bridges
from BS 695635 to BS 653711 in order to prepare for widening of the road gt a later
date, Heovy rains during the month of October ctused such dimige to the road that-
the upgroding schedule has becn set back by ot least two months.

(d) One platoon from Company C wes engiged in repoiring the parking spron
and in rcplacing the MK-19 matting which had been previously remeoved from the Tun-
Wy ot DUC PHO airfield. This task wos found to be necessiry since it was noted
that peneprime—~trested laterite would not effeetively withstdnd the monsoon Seison
on an sirfi=ld subjected to moderate to heavy traffic by C-74, C-123, 2nd C-130
aircraft, * '

(¢) Company B contimued to lengthen culverts and upgrade bridges on Route
QL-1 from BS 642747 to BS 601992 in order to acccmmodate 3 two-lane rozd to be con-
structed to MACV sbtandards at & later date. -Heavy enay activity directed 2% cul-
and bridge destruction coupled with the heavy rains of mid-October caused exten-
sive damage to this scction of Route QL~L. Primary effort since that time has
been directed toward repairs to keep the road open during the monsoon Selso.

{4) (C) activitics of Headouirters and Heodquarters Compamy:

. During the rcport period Headquarters and Headquarters Compary rem®ined at
CHU Ial with the Bottolion Headgquirters, Its:primory mission was to support the
}ine comp2nies ond to accomplish engineer support tasks for the Americal Division
within the CHU L-I Bose aren. Principal tasks-completed inculde:

.{a). Fill, compoction, ¢nd swface tréatment of a 30,000 square foot mrterisls

shorage yard, . : ' ' '
" (8) Periodic greding of Rouve QL-L from CHU LaI (7 525038) to BINH SON (BS-

59,',:.‘;:}1\} ) . S R . o . ) . » P
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Testorabion and movement of several SF. hubs within +he CHU 1LAT basc ored.

“oanstruction of new facilities in the heddgurridrs ared as o result of a

: 1L o1 Aikgpust 1968, viz., asmotor péeol dispit:sh.office, o compinmy SImS
200, Ll mmuuﬁitionustorage facilitiess i .. S ' ' o
TNUoh Lebivicies ST Compony hs

.+t Uhe beginming of the reporting period, Company & was located ab LZ YOUNG

vl 189159) sang: pemnined there witil 7 October 1968 when the unit moved to the B
_ Eff;_l?-oméﬁe&‘c%gnaﬁpens ared in CHU LaI (BT 533037). The mission while at LZ YOUNG
“'ﬁlsithéﬁééﬁﬁtggétian of a class 50, limited all-wedther, one lane road on Rte 533
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from BT 230172 to TIAN PHUOC (BT.1181739), The mission of the unit at CHU Le"iIl was
to provme engineer support w:.thz.n the. anerd ca.l Division Headgquorbors arez.

On & august 1968, the second platoon was d:l.spl'.‘nc:.,d to TIEN PHUOC to work ecast
on Rte 533 while the remainder of the company continued to operate from LZ YOUNG.
This move permitted the use of an excullent source of river run located within
the secure area at TIEN PHUOC. Enaay activity during August beeime incrensingly
heavy as VG/NVA forces atbtempted to stop the engineers with mines, snipers, om= -
bushes, and moriar attocks. During the month sweep teams detected and destroyed
ninsteen mines and five booby-trapped grenades.. Four undetected mines caused the
1oss of four dump trucks; two cther mines caused minor damage to & dump truck and

a persomnel corrier, In these incidents only two drivers were lightly wounded. Due
ring nine mortar attacks, 70 rounds fell within the CP area ot LZ YOUNG or at work
sites. Three men were lightly wounded, and one quarter-ton truck wos lost through
a direct hit by a mortar. In spite of one ombush and sixteen sniper incidents, no
other 4 Company persomnel were injured dwuring August by enemy action. During the
nonth Compony 4 hauled and campacted 10,827 cubic ysrds of £ill, placed 482 linear
feet of culvert, mlaced 6,200 sandbags for headwalls, and cleared two acres of po-
tertinl ombush sites, By the end of August all but 4.5 km of Roube 533 in Company

's area of opc,ratzons hed been upgr'adeci

Enamy activity continued 2t a high level during September, The number of
© mines detected decrstised to two, and no vehicles were damaged by mines. However,
mortar attacks, cmbushes, ond pround @ttacks increased significantly, On 2 Septem—
ber, three rounds of 8lrm mortar hit inside LZ YOUNG causing two wounded requiring
cvee m.tlon and one lightly wounded among Cempany A persomnel., On 7 Scptember, the
#ial Forces compound at TIEN PHUOC received 15 rounds of mortar fire; however,
* hete were no COmpo.mr 4 cosunlties. On 17 Sepbtember, Compary A experienced their
neavist contoct with NVa forces, a 29 man work perty at BT 167134, having obscr-
ved the sRVN security force leaving their positions at coout 1715 hours, loaded
cn their vehicles to return to LZ YOURG. as the vehicles started moving, the lead
¢ump truck reccived a direet hit from a recoilless rific. as the roacinder of the
-wehicles stopped, o reinforced NVa company opencd firs on the work porty with auto-
mzt-ic weapons, mortars, and recoilless rifles. The work party vook cover and set
- Adefensive positions. Two ctbempbs were mide tu reach the tiad s before dork,
“ut ooth times the men were driven bick by hesvy firc, -« rct ci‘ lorce was dis-~
Pet~bad from LZ YOUNMG at 1745 hours, but was unable to reich the arbush site until
7\/) nours because of congestion due to adVN elements movins ir btiae opposite direce-
Aun ‘"1’1 enemy {“re, At the ambush site, the relief force -sne under heavy fire
d-... 21k radio contact with both elements was lost. Aptillery cr gunehips could

rania suttact wes regained, artillery fire was called ara the HUE hrole conbact.
Lot eanpineers from Company 4 were killed im action and tweriy three wounded, The
aigineev s, however, were credited with forty three confirnsd nvh kiils, wquipment
cenege wis heavy, -with the loss of two dozers, two dump trucks, and one quarter
Eor trwes, On 18 September, all work on Rte 533 was stopped vy order of the
Cromanding General, smerieal Division due to lack of se-urity and heavy enemy ac-
wuvity. In the early morning of 26 September 1966, LI Y0UHC came under ground
artask in conjunction with a mortar/rockst barrage. Company & received no casual-
ties. aowever, thirteen enemy bodies were found both inside and outside the peris
meter. During September, Company 4 had hauled and compacted 6,328 cubic yards of
£il1; piaced 134 feet of culvert, and placed 3,355 sandbags for headwalls. -In that

-
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ol Ve enpleyad without radio cenbact for fesr of hitting fr "=ndly forces. - Onece b
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month there were a total of fifteen separate mertar and rocket attacks cgainst LZ
YoloG and TI.H PHUCC and five sniping incidents, When the work was stopped on
‘Rowte 533, approximately one-and-a-half kilometers of roud had not yet been re-
shaped and graded, However, all drainage structures had been installed; and the
toad could pass division loads. '

On 7 October 1968, Company ~ departed LZ YOUWG and closed into the CHU Lal
Base area on 8 October 1968. The compény was then permitted to stand down for main®
tenance and repair of equipment prict ta assuming the responsibility for engineer
support tasks in the americal Division headquarters area, One of these tasks was a
continuation of & vroject started Ly Comvany D which was the repair of 2600 sguare
yvards of helicopter maintenance Lardstana at Ky Ha. Responsibility for a daily
minesweep of Route NL-1 from CHU Lol to BINE S04, a distanee of 1l.L km, was also
assumed from Company D. Construction cf the .attelion Headguarters TOC bunker and
secure. crypto facility was iniiisted on 26 October 1968.° '

(&) (C) Activities of Company B: '

Throughout the reportirg period, Company F remginod at LZ DOTTLH (BS 632854),
The assigned mission included the road maintenance and upgrade of bridges and drain-
age stractures on highway GL-1 from Quang Fgai (BS (L2747, to Binh Son (BS €01922),
2 total diStance of 18 km. In additien, Company B conducted a deily minesweep of
Route QL-1 bétween DS 601922 to 8BS 633811, a distance of*T2 Ym.

Puring the previcus report period, construction ial been started on the em~
piacemant of six each &0-inch culveris to replace tiuc [viling iiffel bridge at I-
L4z (B85 637721). Reinforced -oncrete headwalls wers piacst and construction was
compiebed by 20 August. algs during the previous rener . rerioel, construction was
sharted on a L0-fool, two lanc, ftimber trestle bridge =t J-uic (RS 633811) to re-
place the concrete and steel shructure, Constricticr o s campleted. on 24 august;
hovever, the bridge was hl.wn «nd burned by the VO on %l «v.nirz of the same day.
On 28 Angust, the bridze s rorived =nd constructicn vis cun en {he emplacement
of five sach & dnch ouverts with reinforced conerets neads.ils Lo replace the
brifge, "o ewlvert s sbtem has been redesigned ¢n tle basis of lhearg rains experi-
enred in mid-October, and three additional .culvorts will h bridge site
Tiias (B3 A22875) efforts were “ogun on 3 August tooter £yurhern spans
¥at had heon démaged by theercry. . Reconstruchicn i4 September,
wast. the timber trestlc bridge 5% I-LAS (R
Feo £ i3ird effort by Cosrany B and Campony -
crarted o popede damaged perticns of The brisge. -
&s of coupletica, when it was agoin destroysd by thy engny on &5 September,
A ok reconstruciion effort was agsin Lnitiated, tulowis wlayed b - oA shorbage
¢x matorials. after the heavy rains of mid-October wasined ~us 1L bypiss, uthe gap
we.s bridged by an expedient one-lene timber deck 40 foct Iy commeshted mo 2 4)
feet M4TE dry span, This was pessible since the damaged pi’e slers had been ro-
2luced prior to the rains. On 7 September, the northurn-sbutim.nt of brinze T4LL2
' 88 &23757) was destroyed, Repairs werce delayed pending -waizalility of meverdals;
nowevers, since the bypass was open, this was not critical, Hecenstruction will
4150 be & joint cffert between Compeny B and the 104th aR¥N ingineers. Oa 2 Oct-
cber 1968, a 100-foot span of the triple single bailey bridge ot I-147 (BS 598&927)
was collapsed by two M-48 tanks attempting to cross the bridge together., The two
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M--48 ténks were removed und a new triple single span was emplaced by the 26th Engi-
neer Battalion. : The bridge wés opened on 24 Cctober. ’ '

' &£n increase in onemy activity wae noted throughdut the report period, On 22
august, the 2nd Plutoon was airlifted to I THAN -Special Forces Camp {Bs 395702) to
construct bunkers. The following dzy, intellipence estimates indicatcd that the
camp would be hit by WVa forces. On 23 August, the comp came under mortar attack
and bhree men of the 2nd Platoen were evacuated for wounds from shrapnel. The °
Tollowing ‘day, the entire platoon wes extracted, On 23 August, at 0215 hours, LZ
- DUTTIw, ceme under heavy mortar atiack, Under cover of the mortar attack, an enemy i
_ s2pper squad breachcd the defensive perimcter and attacked artillery pieces and bun- :
U kers with grencdes and satchel charges, '~ The attack esntinued for one hour, and en
early morning hody-eount. netted a total of eight cnemy killed within the perimeter
and in the wire by Company B personnel., At 1330 hours the same day, Cempany B's 7™
minesweep team cume under heavy small arms fire on highway QL-1 2t BS 634807, The™ .
minesweep beam was immediately reergonized as infantry to engsge the enemy,  The 2
enccunter lasted two and a half hours and resulted in three enemy KIAYE .ddition-
Al enemy activity during the repert period included twenty mining inecidents, six=.
teen sniper attacks, eight barriers across Route QL-1, and six eneounters
with enemy mortar fire, Ten consecutive days of rain, ending on 21 October, with
Lhe's¢ days of very heavy rain, coused extensive flooding along Route @l-<l. Vhen
the water receded, six places along Roube QL-L $rere impassable due to washeuts, Hew-
ever; the road was pieneered open by 24 October. On 20 Octeber, the lst Plateen ef
The 511th Panel Bridge Company delivered 80 foet of double-single Bailey bridge te
L2 DOTNE fer stockpile in the event of further washouts, Beginning en 31 October,
the dump trucks of the Panel Bridge Platoon were emplojed in hauling crushed rock
frem CHUTIAL f9r ‘road maintenance and bypass/culvert site restoration along Route:
GL-li - Campery B is presently in the process of upgrading droinage structures and
bridges to withstond further demage by the monscon rains, ‘

b +

(7)7(0) ‘netivities of C0§nany Ce R S - : RN
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During the reporting period, Company .C was loested at LZ SNOOPY (BS 705610),
The assigned mission ineluded the widening of Route GL-l to MaCV strndards, i.c.,
- & Zi-feot roadway with 4-foot shoulders; betwcen MC DUC (BS 733543) and the SONG
Vo RIVER (BS 605635). It also included the widening and upgrade of bridges and
draimsge structurcs butween MO DUC and QUANG NGAI (BS 642745), a total distance of
20.5 km, - Company € conducted & daily minesweep bebwoen HO DUC and the SONG VE RI-
VER, a distanec of 12.4 Tm. The 3rd Platoon,- 630th Light Equipment Comperny remaine. -
;vd attached to Company € and wes utilized primarily for the purpose of hauling fill}

PRSP

The widening of Route QI-1 between MO DUC and the SONG Vo RIVER was divided ins

to three appreximately equal scgments. Scgment 1, beginning at MO DUC &nd extend-—

. -1ng north for 4.2 km, was cempleted during the previous report poriod. Segment 2
was begun on 22 May,. and Segment 3 wes begun on 9 August, Segments 2 and 3 have not
yet been completed due to the heavy rains; however, & total of 52,018 cubiec yards f-
«f-earth have been placed and compacted. During the reporting period, a total of b
tyu quadruple 60-inch culvert sites and two double 60-inch culvert sites were backe- L
filled and completed with reinforeed concrete headwalls. The 3rd Platoon of Campany iy
~ & relocated to DUC PHO airficld (BS 812385) on 18 September to replace the MK-19
~matting on the runway ond spot-repair the parking apron, The project was hampered
- to somesextent by.wot weather and lack of sufficient serviceable locking bars, at




)
- AR AN

the end of the report puricd aporoximately 3,000 fuet of MA-19 matting hed been

laid, Complebion hns been deferreéd pending a USaRV decision on whether to extend .
the stfip to 3,800 fcet {with turnzround) or te cnd the strip at 3,000 feet.

\Increased enemy activity was cvident throughout the reporting period. On l o
august, a 290M tractor scraper struck o mine at B85S 717593 resuliing in heavy da-%.
mage to the tractor; however, the operator escaped without injury. On thc.follow-
ing day, another 290H struck = mine in the same crea. The tractor was declared & -
combat loss, and the operator wes medevaced. On & august, a local Vietnamese truck
struck o mine at 35 724572. Of the threc Company C personncl standing ncer the ve-
hicle, one was killed ond two were wounded, 4t the same location on the Tollowing
day, a sheepsfoot roller struck another mine, destroying the roller. On & august,
the company commander of Cofpany C and two # were kiiled when their vehicle hit &
mine ab BS 721584, ~ll of these mine incidents were atbtribufed to @ now type firing
device employed by the Viet Cong. Visual detection must be utilized: since the cur-
rent metzllie mine detectors will not detect this type firing device (sdéc para lb,

Iptelligence). The mineswecep beams working seuth from LZ CNOOPY during 1-8- august

vecvived sniper fire on o daily basis in the vieinity to of BS 717593: The intent

of the sniper firc appearcd to have been dircctod toward hartssing. the swesp. teems
and causing them to specd up the sweep snd miss emplaced mines. - . IR

On,22 august, +the northern abutment to tha 580 £o0t, b&iley pridgé)nt I—LBSf(BS—

£95635) was blown, «pproximately 30 foob of the bridee was destreyed. The demaged

portion of the bridge wes repleced and the bridge was again opun for traffig‘bn 2L
august. Alsp on 22 august, the 105-foot conercte and steel bridge.at,J-i38 (85—
660700) was destroyed. By 26 -august this bridge was pioncered open. Tor light. tra-
ffic.with earth fill.. On 30 sugust, an MAT6 float bridge was instplled 6 moke -
the site passable for all normel nilitary traffic. . On 26 august, the northern abut=
ment and span of the concrete and stuel bridge at I-435 (E5 691646) were destroyed.

a 70-foot double single bailey bridge was crected by 28 august., On 26 Scptembe
1968, the northern abutment of the single lane timber trestle bridge I-436 {BS 685--
658) was destroyed. o Dyplss was constructed; however, it was abandoned buecause of
heavy rain,. sS 4 temporary axXpedient, a 68 foot M4T6 dryspan waswplgped,OVur*the
damoged spans ubilizdng o damdged nier a8 the intermediatbe support. = Throughout the
reporting puriod, & total of 28 vnemy mines wers discovered on O Company ! s. secetion-
of Rouse QL-1. Fifteen of these mines werc found on 23 august, The heavy rains.
which cnded on 21 October, caused cxtensive floocding along Route l-1., When the
water receded, eleven places along Ol-1 werc jmpassdblc.due to wash outs, . Through
intensive cffort, Route Ql-l was pionecred open by 27 October. Company C is.- pre-
sently continuing the maintenance and upgrading of Route QL-1 to.withstend further

. damage by monsecn rains.

(8) (c) Activities of.Company D:

. . : - . - . - R ¥

At the beginning of the report peried;  Company D was collocated ut CHU Lal
with the. Battalion Headquarters, The primary mission of tho Compiny was to provide
cnginecr support generally within the amerieal. Division heddquirters arsd and to.-
min.sweep Route GL-1 from CHU Ial (BT 538027) to BINH 30N (BS 596927)..: o

Onc construction project continued from the previous report period was: the. ‘
sruetion of 1200 fuct of sdnd-filled plywood protective revebment walls for the 21st
Rocomnaissance aireraft Company at. CHU Lal airfield. work continued. through August
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and. was completed on 18 Sepbember. The plywood construcition provided the necossary
protection for the aircraft and also furnished & more permanent-type construction
than the common sand-filled barrel type. another project dssigned to Company D wes
to. ussist the Hesdmuwrrters Compaiy Heavy lquipment Secbion in the- construction of a
30,000 squore foot materials stordge yard., Work startoed on 1 August; 3,37T cubic
yards of fiil were Haulad and compacted, afbur which the surface was sealed with
peneprime., The yord wes completed apd ready for use on 10 October, Company D also
relocated and renovated four 16x32 foot buildings fer the americal Military Intelli-
gence Dotachment, This work was completed on 9 august, The final project corried
over from the previous report pericd was the constructien of two cach thirty-five
foot observation towers for the 9th Support Battalien's sector of the CHU Lal De-
fense Perimeter. .ach structiure consisted of four timber piles set in conerete and
laterally braced with 3%12 ineh lumber: 12x12 incli caps and stringers decked with
3x12 inch lumber completed the platform uronm which 4 plywood obscrvation post wis
placed. The using scrvice sondbagged the roofs and fluvers und installed armor plate
on the walls, Doth towers were completsd on 18 Sepbember.

. enintoresting develoment in the month of August was the deployment of the ond
Platoon of D Gompary to LZ XOULC during the period 20-29 august in order to augument
¢ Company's forces during a period of increased enemy activity in that area. The
Platoon's sole mission was night~time perimeter security, plus dump truck assistance

-during the day, This actiocn was necessitoted by the temporary commitment e¢lsewherc
of the US infantry company which normally manned the LZ perimeter, (aiVN forces
were also assigned o sdchbion of the Lz,pgrimﬂter;éuring.this perigd;} No sigrifie
cant action ook plice, sxeept for the combat. los5s of one of the platoon's duap
trucks which detonzted & mine, . S :

.. Company D also moved its 3rd Platoott to Da NaNG -on 10 august to construct 392
feet of sand-filled plywood revetment wolls for the 34th Supply and Scrvice Batte-
lion, The walls werd constiucted Lo protect & data processing ccrter, Vork wes
completed on 28 augugt, The final project undertaken by Company T in the GAU Lal

4red on A& Soptember, was the repair of 2600 squarc yards of helicopter mainbenance
hardstand for the 335%H aviation Cempany at Ky #Ha. The subgrade under the old matt-
ing had failed beeause of wober und mud pumniping up through the matting and creating

Potholes which endangored the aireraft. By 28 Septamber, all the old mutting had

been removed. The projoet was then turncd ovar te Company # as Comparny D propared

to move to LZ BaLDY (37 134543) .

- Cn 29 Septamber, Goipany D (=) convoyed to 12 B.IDY. & reinforced squad was

left im the CHY Lsi wren to inesweep Rotte (el until Compeny & closed in from

LZ 10UnG.  The squad rejoined the company on 9 Gctober. The mission of Compdny D

was Lo support opuration Whecler/illowe by upgreding 23 km of Route 535 from 2

ploncer road to a cne-ldne dli-weathor road, Exceptionally heavy rains in mid-Oct-—

obur washed out the résd in a muber of placed. On 26 Octobor, Rte 535 was again

open to traffiec, During tho one~month working Peried, %4,476 cubic yards of Jatir-

ite and 180 cubic yords of rock were hauled, 360 fuct of eulvert were asscnbled,

- &nd 240 foot of culvert were placed, Thorc wore no criviy~-initisted dnciderits on
Company D's scetion of Rowte 535 during this poriod.

b, {C) Intelligcnce:w

(1) Rccommaissunce,

1
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During the reporting puriod-the Battalion Reucornnaissance Seetion updated route
information for plaming futufe maintenance and upgrade operations on Routes QL~1,
HI-533, and HL-535, VWhen an aircraft was available, the scction conducted on aer-
inl reconnaissance from CHU Lal (57 522043) to MO DUC (.u 733543) carly cuch day to
cheek rood conditions and possible damage to bridges or drainage structures, Two
ground reconnaissdance missions were conducked to obtain information on posgible
rock guarry sites in the vicinity of BS 6865 to BS 6664 and BT 1114 to BT 2317, 4
total of eight othor ground reconnaissance missions were conducted Lo update infor-
mation on routcs within the battalion 40, Complete updated reconniissance roporis
of route Qi~1 from CHU LI (BT 522043) to MO DUC (BS 733543), Route 533 from 3T -
317221 to BT 117139, and Route 535 from BT 143457 to BT 026345 were compiled.

(2) Hmwnmﬁxﬁy.imaw;mﬂyﬁyf@mhmdrdﬁﬁydghawytMv%hn%m%,d&
creased during September, and was moderate during October,

(a} Hines: During the reporting period the battalion discovered &9 nmines within
its 40. The majority of the mines employed varied in size from 15 to 40 pounds of
explosive with bamboo pressure type firing devices, One new type bamboo-plunger

. firing device was entountered several times. The device consists of a woden plun-

ger which is fitbed inside a slightly lurger diemeter hollow piece of bamboo. Letal
straps -are wrapped around the end of the plunger and across the end of the bamboo
tube., Fressure on top of the plunger causes it to depress and complete an electric
firing circuit. The 12 to 24 inch length of the plunger makes detection impossible
with current metallic mine detectors, since detectable components <re too deep un-
derground. all mines detected of this type were located visually, Penepriming road
shoulders aided in visual detection, There were also scatfered instances ef the ‘
enemy using Us manufactursd anti-personnel mines M-14 and N~lé&:l, The following

is a breskdown of mines detected versus-detonated by month; 5 of the mines detona-
ted were anti-persomnel mines: '

HMONTH " DETECTED DETONATED TOTaL
august ’ 48 o 13 ' 61
September 11 _ 5 - 14
October 3 7 5. : 1z .

(b) Booby Traps: During the reporting period, the battalion discovered 16 beoby
traps,” The majority of these consisted of trip-wired hand grenades,  In two inci-
dents, US-nenufactured smoke grenades were filled with expleosive and set with trip
wires for instanbanous detondtion. The following is a breakdown by month:

WONTH . DEfeCTiD  DEFONATSD o TOTL
sugast” - s . o . ... 8
September X A ¢ . ‘'
October ' 2 ' - 1 “ 3

| - S 2




during the report period was as fallows:

L

{¢) Other enemyeiniti.ted activity

PE .- . . AWUST  SEPTEMBAR . OCIOBIR TOTAL
Sniper Attécks o 35‘, - ’ .8 6 49
Ambushes - : 3 3 0 6
Mortar attacks - : 7 17 9 43
Bridges Blown - .8 2 8 10

- Culverts Mown g8 2 6 16
Ground Probes 1 3 0 L
iioad CObstacles 5 1 2 9
TOTal, vi: 3 36 23 137

(3) Weather Data. The heavy monsoon rains in mid-October compensated for the re-
lative lack of enewy activity during that month. . Three days of extremely heavy rain
from 19 through 21 October caused extensive damage to Houtes (Il and 535, Route
QL-1 waw-closed batueen BINH SO (BS 596927) and MO DUC (BS 733543) from 16 to 27
Jetober due to numerous washouts of culverts, bridge sbutments, and bypasses. Route
535 was closcd due to washouts of culverts and the roadway from 14 to 26 Octeber.
aversge rainfall by month was az follews:

MONTH - AVERAG. RAINFALL FOR PERIOD®
august. B -
September . _ 12,1
Octoboer 2644
- 3%

*average from readings at LZ EQUIj{(Z:_, .LZ BaLDY, LZ SNOOPY, DUC PHO, and CHU LaI.

Ce (C) CaSUsLTI&S: Casualties during the repcii't 'period werg extreﬁely he’dﬁy, and
in proportion to the increascd enamy activity: . o
WHe
HHG 37
35
11
12
L

oW

Eloroan [2
' ."‘:or-u—aoo; lg

_ 3. () . OPMEATIONS aND ThaINING: . ..

T Duffihg the fepért. .p,e'x_-iéd,_'the battalion mx"}-celd- a normal seven day work woek,

Jtime wes allotted on Sundays for.mandatory training, religious services, and main-

tenance of equipment.. 4 total of 21 hours of mandatory training was conducted for
the battalion, During October, in addition to tool box safety leetures and dally
motor stables, one hour per week was alloted to maintenance «nd safety training,
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This additional man ato:y trulnlng VllL be contlnucd on & permanent basis’ because
of increascd comnmand umphasis in these areas., Seven potential c.urcer NCO's attended
the Combat Leadership Course .conducted by the mmerical Division Combut Center, as
opposed to 19 during the previous report period, The decrcase was caused by a cut
back in allocaticns from the Combat GCenter, & total of 231 new in-country perso-
nnel atbended the ~merical Replacement Training Center during the peried.

(2) During the roport period, wnits of this battalion were engaged in 91 company
days of direct combat support operations., The romaining time was spent on construc-
tion tasis not direetly related to combat operations. :

¢ (C)s MOVAMNTS: . , : .
1) Ccmpanv loves: |
- {a) ; eptvmbbr, Ccmbuny D .from ChU uﬁI (BT 532037) to LZ BaLDY (BT 1344L3) .
{(b) 7 and 8 Octobor, Comparny A from LZ 1OUNf (BT 139159) back to CHU LnI._
(2) letomn Moves:

() 4 sugust, Second Platoon, Ccnpuny A frOm LZ YOUNG to TIEN PHUCC (BT 118—
739 wend return on 6 October,

{b) 15 sugust, Third Platoon, Compary D from CHU IAT to DA HsNG (BT 050790) 3
and return on 14 Septenber, . '

(¢) 20 august, Sccond Platoon, Company b from: CHU Lal to LZ YOUNG; and return
on % August ' '

(d) 21 august, Sceond Platoon, Company B from LZ DOTTIE (BS 632854) to BA' THuN
(BS 392701)- and return on 24 august,

(¢) 19 Septomber, Third Platoon; Company C from LZ SNOOFY (BS 705610) to DUC
PHO (B3 812385). :

(3) Sumary: A totul of six company days were cxpended in moving units of the ba-
ttalion, _ g :

f. (C) SUPPLY:

(1) General: During the report period all sunpl; support for Cempanics 4 and B‘
was provided through the battalion supply scetion, Campany D wes support.d by the
“~nly scetion until 6 Octobor when the company deployed to LZ B.LDY (BT 133453) .
v which time class I and III supplies were drawn from the 8th Support Battulion-
1% LZ BalDY. The other classes of supply continued to be issued from the battalion.
awply section, Company C continued to be supported by the FS4 at DUC PHO (BS 814~
,33) for-cluss I and IIT supplies, cxeept for a short- period in October when su= 7
pliés were air-lifted from the battalion supply sedtion while the road was closed
between CHU Ial and DUC PHO.-  all other clussbs of supply‘fbr Company C were pro~
vided by the battallon supply sectlon.' g
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{2) Logistics. Support Logistics suppert, with the exccption of malntpngncc and
repair ‘parts, was provided by the followlng organizations:

{a) ‘Task Forco £0--2, incatod at DUC PHO, a 1st Logistical Command FSa.

{b) 8th funmert sattalion, loeated at LZ BaLDY, an orginic support battalion
of the 196th Srir..de, smerical Division.

(e) 23rd Supply und Transport Jdtt lion, located at CHU IAIL, organic to the
AmjrlCul DlVlalon

(dl 3rd Nowvel Coénstruétion Brigade, located at Da NaNG, for prevision of mnv-
vericls for LOC ccﬁstruction.

(3) A nuber of anor gqulpmenﬁ Shoftages eantlnued té 1hh1b1t the operatiéncl 2o
pebilities of the Battalién, The critdssl short;gas Were

(a) Scoep ldader 6 en

(b) air Cempros 507 250 e B en

{¢) 5-Ton Dudp Truck 10 ea

(d) D7E Traetor ‘ 2 e

L) The battalion éperated fow water points through Sapt wﬁber with an spproxinate
wotal daily outpub of 28,000 galléns, During the month of Uetobor, thice water
points were operated with an approximute total daily output of 27,000 gallens.

(U) HaINTLliaNGEs

(1) General: as = result of a USARY (DAL conducted in Headquarters and Headequer-
ters Company on 6 august, in which the overall unit roting was UNSaTISF.CTOWY, 2n
Intensive progrem of improving the materiel recdiness posture of the unit wes in-
itiated. a complcete inspection of all vehicles, cquipment, wespons, ond facilitics
was conducted, Imphisis was placed on supervisor responsibilities for cquipment
readiness and mainten.nce monitoring., Ixcess and unscrviceable end items and re-
pair purts were turned in. The notor pool was reorganized to facilitate mointe-
nance managament operations, specifically in the arcas of aceurste, compléte post-
ing of logbooks and repair parts rbqulsltlonlng and accountability. llor: strin-
gent standards for the technieal inspuction of vchicles/equipment were instituted
batbalion-wide, with the result that the ovgrall deadline rate has increascd. Ve~
nisles and cquipment were not permitted to opercte under marginul conditions. The
anzcess of the progranm was resliz.d in the $liT re-~inspection of 11 October, when
Huadquarters and Headquarters Company achieved a SaTIGFACTORY rating in all eate-

_geries, with a scorc of B85 per cent for Materiel ond 83 per cont for Mointenance
. Cperations, The accomplishment of tHe Battalion- Communications Section was note-

iwrthy, in that the category of Electronics and Ccmnun1c¢tlons Zquipment wus scored
15100 per cent,
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{2) Prescribed Load List (PLL). Reviséd PLL's for oach comp my huve been prepored,
and a copy hes beusn L*;_'“* ~d bhe DS unit. Dapand supeortod fringe itams were add—
sd to the PLL's as 1 u.esse: 4t the end of e report puricd, the overall per-

centage of PLL 1is <15 balance for the catire poatta llOﬂ was 55 per cent,

ranging from . Piio 7 <) per cenb in C Cornomy t o low of 36 per cont in D Com—
peay, Priority - 7 v iisitions nave been quﬂlttbd for all PilL items at zero ba-
lance, .

(3) Spoperh Th. 55040 Laintcenance Compeny (Direct Support) continued to provide

pigher achclan siniiononce support to the battalion, The wulhorized Stockage List
(a3L) of the 582%  ‘cmpony, which must back up the PLL 6f supported units and also
crovide repeis pois for in-shop repairs, wes ab approximifely 76 per cont zors ba-
lanee for 3,200 line itums ot the cnd of the report period. Purtieular probloams
111l continued with long lead bimes for repair parts for engineer cquipment.

{4) Requisitions., Felléwing is v &wimary of pertentige fills of regular ond wed
3211 requisitions, respottively, duving the report period:

() Regular Lequisitions

st er Subritbed 5,499
Concelled 480
Filled 631
Por Cent Filled 11,82

(b) Red B2ll

Fumbot :amitbed o 592
Cincelled D V- N
Filled | 211
Por Cont Filled 3

-

A significont 1mnrovgmbnt in the above percuntagus aust be aehieved before repair-
purts availobility through nomal channels will z1leviate the overall deadline rate
>f the battalion. =sn aggressive follow-up program for all requlsltlons will con~
*inue in an effort to 1mprovb these stltlstlcs, '

52 (U) MEDICAL:

(1) The medlcul s;ctlon contlnugd to stress the nnport.ncb of prCVLHtIVb me—
‘1zine through routine lnspgctlons, immunizations, ond puidance to the medical aid-
. located at each company. The major health problem wes gostrointestinel dis-

crdars. One outbroazk occured in Company C during September and was aitributed te

Desr cans which had rustoed causing the becr to become contuminated, A minor  out—-

break of viral gastroenteritis also afflicted cighteen men in the battélion in Sep~
tember. 4 third outbreck of disrrhed occoured in October in Headquarters Company

P
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‘as a2 result of partial food spoilage caused by a temporary lack of refrigeration
when the battalien's generstor was inoperational. : :

.. {2) There-were only eight cases of malaria during the report period, compared
to thirty—three'during the previous period. These eight cases were directly atbri-
buted to lack of preventive measures on the part of the individuals, * Command ep.
phasis en this program contihues, . ' . L
~ {3) Cambat injuries were the most significant factors affecting availabie
fanpower during the report period. « total of 766 man~-days were lost due té in~
Juries incurred from hostile action, ' ' : .

+

4. (C) cIvIc ~oTION:

(1) Increased emphasis wes placed on eivie action by the battalion during the
report period. = total of 190 mun-days of assistance was rendered, as opnosed to
70 man-days during the previous period. The projects inecluded grading and furn-
ishing bridging material for s road at LONG BINH (BT 505G70), hauling fill for a
school at NUT' DEP. (ES. 714606), and furnishing materials for upgrading & road at-
KON LIsT (8BS 621559). Twenty-five feet of &0-inch culvert, 40 feet of 18-inch
culvert, 574 board feet of lumber, five gallons of paint, and 100 sheets of .roof=
ing tin were contributed to these projects, :

(2} During the report period-the turn-ins under the Volunteer Informant Pro-
Eram increased. Since Decerber 1967, the 39th ingineer Battalion his paid out
¢ver $ 1 millien biasters through this program, Turn-ins during this peried were:

I - 1 UGUST SrPTAB.E OCTOBLE
Mines 3 " 26 233
Crenades | 47 79 52
40ur: Roynds 31 61 ) L3
60mm Rounds 7 i 18 S 73
8lmm Hounds 3 53 ' ' 44
9 m Hounds 1 : ' G . O
105mm ounds 6 R v 82
155em, 175w, 8in Round = & 4 . b
4.2 inch Hounds - 1 0 N
d1all Rockets _ 3 - olz 16
Flares 0 . -0 12

~aP Uy 28,000 § VN 105,800 $ N 285,320 4 VN
PTaL BaPANDITURSS: 419,120 5 vN - |
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‘;{1)fo) Mortar Attacks
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_from the parent unit.

™

24 Sectibn 2o lessons learmed: Commander®s Observations, Evaluations, and Rem

CEL T e

" & PERSONNEL: None -

be OPERATICHS:

(a) OBSERVATION , During mortar attacks on fire bases, enemy sappers geﬁé—i'
rally attempt to pendtrate the porimecter wire while the mortar attack is &till gee
ing on,. ' : .

{b) EVALUATION. On occasion, units have -experienced mortar attacks during
which the enemy has penetrated the defensive wire without resistance., It has also
baen foted that cxplosions in or near the wire have often been demolition charges,
placed with the purpose of cutting a hole in the defensive perimeter wire. These
charges are often mistaken for mortar Fire, : g '

(c) PECOMIENDATINS., Commanders should require all personnel to fire pro-
tective fires, immediately upon rsciept of incoming moriter fire. Throughout the
mortar attack, at least one man per bunker should observe his assigned sector,

2) (¥) Modification of MX-19 Airfield Panel Anchors K

(a) OBSERVATION. The present design of the MX-19 airfield panel anchors is
-unsatisfactory,. S S -

(b) EVALUATION. The diameter of the auger tip of the panel anchors is to0

large for uge in compacted soil. Cutting off the auger tip atlows anchors to be
driven intc the ground readily: however, this may reduce their cffectiveness -

- S B e e Rt e o e e FEE IR AT

t

against vertical movement of the panel, ;

(c) ESCOMMENDATION, The design of the anchor should be altercds The dié¥fr

meter could possibly be reduced; or a design similar to a sgrow-type pickct coul
be developed for use in well-compacted soils
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Organic Helicopter Capabilitye.

(a) OBSARVATION. Units of the battalion are operating from and at five
widely separated bnse arcas within the AO's of the Americal Division and 2nd ARVN
Bivieion. The distence from the southernmost element of the battalion to the unit
farthest north iz apnroximately 80 milese

{(b) EVALUATION, Effective command and comtrol of the various projocts
assigned to the commanies of the battalion recuire almost daily contact by the
battalion ecormander or one of his staff officers with each company, At the pre-
sent time heliconter transportation is provided on an as-available and unpredicte
able basis through the Division Engineer, Americal Division,

(¢c) RECOEEIADTION. Thet the battalion be provided organic or cn-c&ll
helicopter support on a full-time basise

(L) (C) Engineer Equinment Operating ak’ a Remots Té@ation.

(a) OBSERVATION. When an engincer work party is employed at a rcmote loca-

tiOn for an extended periocd in a hostile or insecures arca, eguipment and vchicles
must operate at a optimm efficiency in order to minimize total tinmc required.away




(b)  ZVALUSTION. “'Tt has been noted that a breakdown in a single, vital
piece of equipment, such as & seoop loader, ut a remote location can make 4 unitg
ieffective if répid repairs are not possible,

(c)  RACOMMANDATION. 17 faasible, commanders should make certain that a
one—qf;aAkiﬁd.makc.and-modcl.itqa.of squimment-is not dploydd at a remote work

site. Thus, controlled substitution from other like end items may be utilized, if
Necessary, to kevp the equipnent operational, :

8. TRaTNING: o o .
e - B ~ . . . - h

(1) (¢) Laok.ﬁi_@zneriéncéd:Kev Personnel,

(a) CES. RVATION. Tﬂe rapid turnover of qu persomncl and a shertage of
qualifieq squad lead;rs-within a unit in RVN often le9vus the unit with inexperi-—
oncad persormel to_fillukey positions., .. : ' -

{b) EVaLUSTION. T8 was noted that with the use or checklists and mandatory
revicw-training poriods, selected prrsonnel could develop thbir-lcddgrship guali-
ties more quickly wng efficiently, '

(e) REGUM DA PICN . Commanders should utilize ”by-the—numbcrs”‘chpcklists
and daily training scssions to motivate ang develop acting squad leadurs and job
Supervisors, . ‘

d. 'E‘!T‘L-LL_I_Q-_;HCLE_
(l) (C) Vbluﬁtaxy Informant Program

(a) OBS.RV.TION. The Voluntary  Informant Program (VIP) is more offoctive
i tinely rCward is given, : ' ' :
. . X e ) . . ) M
(b) EVnLUATION. The VIR can be an effective moans of gathering ordnznee
and proventing its us. by enemy foreos, Dancdiate roward wos found to be extromely
effective in gotting wdditional op mldtiple items delivercd or pointed out,

(e} AACOMMENG Y v, That, commandeérs insure that a timely reward is mude
Lo purticipints und contacts in the Voluntary Informant Progran,

(2) (€)  Victnamese Gattle Near Defunsive Perinctor

(a) CBS.RVATION. Victnamose clvilians often graze their cattle near dufene
“ive perdmetors., '

(b) SVaLATTUN.  Vietnanese bring cattle close to defuensive perimetors for
"he apparent Purposc of grezing, It was noted that this often resulted in trip
fliares being narked, pickets buing removed, and wire being cut,

(e) RBCOMHENDATTON ., The area within 100 meocters of the defensive perineter
sheuld be placed off limits to all Vietnarmese personnel,
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oy IOGISTICS: . 5 . .,

(1} (U) availability of Repsir Parts

. (a) OBSERVATION. The lack of timely availability of repalr parts to
remove sgquipment off deadline inhibits the roperational capabilities of com~
panies assigned to the battalion. '

(b) EVALUATION, 4 low percentags £311 of the PLL of the companies
agsigned to the battallon and a long~time for receipt of requisitioned re-
peir parts makes tgerounging" and controlled substitution nandatory expedi-

-ents for keeping mission-esgenticl equiyment operationals

(c) RECOMVENDATION. That the [SU which supports the battalion oper=
ate a cannibalizotion point as @ pdditional source for sorely needed repair
parts. - ‘ )

¢£. ORGANIZATION: Nona

2o OTHER: -

(1) (U) Escepe and Evasion: Nons

| oF £ Hdei b Lo K
DISTRIBUTION 3 7. R. HUKKALA

& - €0, 45th Engr P, aTTN: 5-3 LTg, CE

g8 - oG, 18th Engr Bde, ATT: AVBC~G Commanding

3 - GG, USARV, ATIN: AVHCG (8T}

2 - CINCUSARPAG, ATTN: GPOP-DI




EGD=3 {9 Nov 68) 1st Ind TG | ’ -

SUBJECT: Operational Report of the 39th Englneer Battalion -
(Combat) for Perlod Endlng 31 October 1968, RCS :

CSFOR-65 (R1) s

~
DA, Headquarters, 45th Engineer-CGroup (Construction), z
96337 21 November 1968 | .

TO0: Commanding General, 18th Engineer Brigade, ATTN:
AVBC-C, APO 96377 | :

The Operational Report - Lessons Learned of the 39th Engi- o
neer Battalion (Combat) has been reviewed by this headquar- : i
ters and is considered to be an excellent account of the ‘
battalion's activities during the reporting period ending

31 October 1963,

/ 2, s
Ou/’ /L({@ﬁﬂ{
/ JOMN G. WhGCENERS

;//f COL CE
Commanding
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AVBC-CS (31 Qe 68) 2nd Ind
SUBJECT: Operational Report of the 39th Engineer Battalion (Combat)
for the Period Ending 31 October 1968, RCS CSFOR - 65 (R1)

DA, Headquarters, 18th Engineer Brigade, APO 96377 7 DEC 1968

T0: Commanding General, U.S. Army Vietnam, ATTN: AVHGC-DST, APO 96375
1. This headquarters has reviewed the Operational Report - Lessons
Learned for the 3%th Engineer Battalicn (Combat) as indorsed by the 45th
Engineer Group. The report is considered to be an excellent account of
the Battalion's activities for the reporting period.

2. This headquarters concurs with the observations and recommendations
of the Battalion and Group Commanders.,

&
ﬂtOHH H. EIDER, )

Colonel, CE
Commanding

REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED WHEN
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REGRADED UNCLASSIFIED WHEN SEPARATED
[FROM CLASSIFIED INGLOSURES'

AVHGC-DST (9 Nov 68) 3d Ind _
SUBJECT: Operational Report of 39th Engineer Battalion (Combat )
for Period Fnding 31 October 1968, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1)

HEADQUARTERS, UNTTED STATES ARMY VIETNAM, APO Sen Francisco 96375

T
(%)

2 4DEC 1955
TO: Commander in Chief, United States Army, Pacific, ATIN: CGPOP-IT,
APO 96558 '

1. This headgquarters has reviewed the Operational Report-Lessons Learned
for the quarterly period ending 31 Octcber 1968 from Headguarters, 39th
Engineer Battalion (Combat).

2. Comments folliow:

a. Reference item concerning modification of MX19 airfield panel

-anchorS, page 1, paragraph 2b{2). USAECAV has been tasked to investigate

the anchor design to determine necessary modifications for improvement.

b. Reference item concerning lack of organic helicopter capability,
page 1k, paragraph 2b(3). Nonconcur. The 39th Engr Bn is not authorized
aircraft by TOE, and no MTCE action reguesting authorization has been
received by this headguarters. '

c. Reference item concerning availsbility of repair parts, page 16,
paragraph 2e{1): Concur. The 588th Maintenance Company (supporting the
39th Engineer Battalion) has received permission to operate a cannibaliza-
tion point. '

e

FOR THE CCMMANDER:

W. C. ARNTZ
CPT, AGC :
o, Assistant Adintsant Uohmeey
Cy furn:
HQ 18th Engr Bde
HQ 39th Engr Bn (Combat)
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GPOP-DT (9 Nov 68) 4th Ind {m ‘
SUBJECT: Operational Report of HQ, 39th Engr Bn (Cbt) for Period
Ending 31 October 1963, RCS CSFOR-65 (R1)

HQ, US Army, Pacific, APO San Framcisco 96558 $ JAN 1368

TO: Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development, Department of the
Army, Washingtonm, D. C. 20310

This headquarters. has evaluated subject report and forwarding- indorse-
ments and concurs in the report as indorsed. -

1 Incl
ne . C. L. SHORTT
’ CPT, AGC

FOR THE COMMANDER IN CHIEE
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