                                                    Spiritual Gifts

1. Are talents the same as Spiritual Gifts ?-N0!
V-1 “Now about spiritual gifts brothers.”
-(the word ‘gifts’ is not in the original languages in this verse.  Actually, it should read, “now concerning ‘Pneumatikos’, which means ‘spirituals.’
- (the word “spiritual” here is “spiritual matters.”  It’s more specific in v-4 , it’s called the “Charismata,” namely “graces,’(gifts), of the Spirit, which are proportioned out to individuals.)
So ‘charismata’ means ‘grace,’ and Grace is undeserved or unearned!—(so what follows is undeserved and unearned.)

We get our English word, “Charismatic” from this Greek word Charismata, which is freely translated “the gifts of the Spirit.”
Definition:-A Spiritual Gift is a supernatural capacity or power bestowed on a Christian by the Holy Spirit to enable him to exercise his function as a member of the Body of Christ.  

Spiritual Gifts are not natural abilities, they are supernatural and sometimes they are

sudden manifestations of the Spirit Himself.

Spiritual Gifts are not given primarily to benefit the one through whom it is manifested but is “for the common good,” for the profit of the whole congregation in a 

local Church. They are described from the Greek words, “Pneumatika,” in I Cor 12:1 and I Cor 14:1, which means “gifts which exceed the natural.”
The word “Pneumata,” means “spiritual gifts,” which infers gifts that are manifestations of the Holy Spirit.

-(Both these terms emphasize that their sources is the Spirit, (Pneuma).
A)--Some of the Charismata Gifts are found in Rom 12: 6-8.
They are Prophesy, Encouraging- or(Exhortation), Giving, Showing Mercy, Teaching, Helping others, and Leadership, or-(Administration).

 These gifts are resident gifts.   

-(you might find these gifts in unregenerate men, such as, “leadership or administration.”) There are some people who are born with these talents.  They are excellent leaders, managers, administrators, and then they become a Christian and the Holy Spirit sanctifies and augments these talents for His high purpose.  They become from that point on, “Spiritual gifts" rather than just natural gifts because now they are of the “pneuma”-or the Spirit of God.
There are some people who wonder what is their gift.  Here is an example of a person's gift.  Let's say a person comes into the room carrying a tray of food and he trips and falls down and the food scatters.

The gift of Helping says, 'Oh let me help you'.

The gift of  Exhortation says, 'You should learn to be more careful'.

The gift of Teaching says, 'When you carry the tray, use both hands and walk carefully.'

The gift of Giving says,  'I'll bring the food next time.'

The gift of Showing mercy says, 'Oh you poor guy, I feel sorry for you.'

The gift of Leadership says, 'Somebody pick up the tray and pass out the food.'

B.)-There are “Supernatural Gifts”-which are found in I Cor 12: 8-11.

-(unlike the gifts found in Romans,  these are gifts that unregenerate man does not have).

They are:

 1. Discerning Gifts, (gifts of revelation, the power to know): 
 Message of Wisdom, Message of Knowledge, and Ability to discern Spirits.

2.  Dynamic Gifts, (gifts of power ):  

Gifts of healing, Miraculous powers, and Faith.
3.  Declarative Gifts, (gifts of inspired utterance, the power to speak):
  Prop0hesy, Ability to speak in Different Tongues, (languages), Ability to  Interpret         Different Tongues.
-( these are gifts that are referred to as the “Charismata Gifts”-because they are given

 as gifts of “Grace” and the purpose is for believers to serve or minister to one another as the need arises.)
In other words, These gifts are not resident gifts!!  They are gifts of the Spirit and are 

given to the body to minister to the body as the need arises within the body !

They can be given interchangeably in order to minister, however, they are usually ministered by the same people as they come to feel comfortable within the ministry of the gift.
C.) There are the Doma Gifts, ( which are really Ministries), ( Eph 4:11). 
They are:

Apostles, prophets, Evangelists, and Pastor/Teacher.
These gifts are resident gifts as are the Charis Gifts in Rom 12: 6-8 .  They are in contrast to the Supernatural Gifts found in I Cor 12 .
-(These gifts differ from the other Gifts in that they are  people that the Lord Jesus Christ Himself gives to a body of believers.)
There has been those that say these are five different people rather than only four.  The reason for it being four people is:  The word for pastor comes from the root word, 'to protect.' Two words ,pastor/teacher, are listed together because they are governed by one article, 'the', which occurs before pastor but not before teacher.  They refer to two characteristics of the same person who is pasturing believers by comforting them and guiding them and instructing them in God's word.

I Tim 3:2, Titus 1:9 says an Elder (or Bishop) or overseers are to be able to teach, and refute thsoe who oppose the Word of God. 
D.)-Then there are Talents --
Such as singing, playing musical instruments, and so on.
-(these are not Spiritual Gifts but when used for benefitting others, they are good      works!)
They are given to a particular body of believers based on the need of the body. 

`


2. Who has Spiritual Gifts ?
I Cor 12:7  “ Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit, (Pneuma), is given.”
Rom 12 : 4 & 5-(everyone who is a Christian has at least one spiritual gift, and some

                               have more than one.)

-(remember--the number or type of gifts does not make the person more important or 

 more spiritual than anyone else.)
We have a tendency as people to look up to people who appear to be more gifted than

 others and we shouldn’t, whether that gift is being a pastor or a believer who has

 the gift of helps, they are one and the same as far as the Lord is concerned and we should not look at them any differently than the Lord does.
I Cor 12:11 says “the Holy Spirit gives them to each one just as He determines.”
-(some say “well how come He didn’t give me the one I wanted”?  The answer is probably for the same reason He didn’t make me a millionaire.  Only He knows !)
Heb 13:5-says “be content with such things as you have.”
-(some people who want a different gift are not using the one the Lord gave them which

 means they wouldn’t use the ones they wish they had !)
Before we can minister to others we have to let the Lord minister to us.
-(without intimate time spent alone with the Lord, our desire will not be to give to others,
    it will only be to worry about ourselves or how to bring attention to ourselves or to lift

    ourselves up as something special).
3. How are they to be used?

I Cor 7-says  The Charismata Gifts are to be used “for the common good.”
I Peter 4:10 says "each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others, faithfully administering God's grace in it's various forms."
-(in the early Church there was more interchange with each other in the body. The

 service was different than as we know it today. They would meet to pray and worship

the Lord together, then one would have a word of prophesy to edify the body, and

another would minister with another gift and so on.)
-(in other words there was not always the teaching of the Word of God and so there was more interchange with each other, consequently there was more opportunity to exercise the gifts more on a one to one basis as well as the collective basis.)
Some gifts rarely exercised today are:
Showing Mercy, Encouraging, Contributing to the needs of others, (giving money), 
helping, Miraculous Powers,  Messages of Knowledge, Messages of Wisdom,
Faith, and Gifts of Healing.
Only 3 of the 9 Supernatural Gifts are usually exercised, Speaking in Tongues and Interpretation of Tongues and a Word of Prophecy.  -(these gifts are more commonly used

are sometimes associated with a Spiritual happening rather than the other spiritual

gifts. (We’ll talk more about them a little latter on.)
The Domata gifts(ministries)- noted in Eph 4:10-14.
-(the Apostles, Evangelists, Prophets, Pastor and Teachers.)
 v-12 says “these gifts, who are people, are given to the body so that the body can be

                    built up, (become strong by utilizing God’s Word, by getting rid of sins

                   and complications that keep us from becoming successive Christians.)

v-13- “reach unity in the faith”-(become one in doctrine and recognize error in            teaching.)

v-13 “until we become mature-attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ.”        -(continue to apply the scripture in our lives that we are learning), and live together

 in love.)
v-14- “then we will no longer be infants , tossed back and forth by the waves and blown

   here and there by every wind of teaching ."
-(there is so much variation on the Word of God and different movements today,  that

     we have to be very careful.) Do not just know your teacher, but check them out with the scriptures.   Teachers have been known to give their own interpretation of the word of God rather than a true exegesis (proper analysis), of the bible.
4. How are the gifts not to be used?
For selfish purposes, to draw attention to one’s self,  By using a gift to let others 

know you are more spiritual.
-(This of course was happening at Corinthian Church,)
Paul wrote the book of I Corinthians to correct the problems the Church was having.
-(They were mis-using these Spiritual Gifts and causing kayos in the Church services.
i.e, Getting drunk at Communion, doing things to draw attention to themselves, like 

        speaking in tongues continuously by interrupting the Church Services and not loving others.
-(in other words, you name and they were doing it wrong !)
5. The Test of Spiritual Gifts-(Rom 12:1-3)- 
The Greeks were sometimes carried away in a frenzy by demonic forces when they 

 were worshiping their gods.
 There were real powers behind the dumb idols, and the people would 

 submit themselves to these powers.  The demons would often seize people by their evil power, even prophesying or speaking in tongues through the priest and priestesses as

 it is documented in the oracle at Delphi.
v-3 says "do not think of yourself more highly than you ought, but rather think of yourself  with sober judgment, in accordance with the measure of faith god has given you."
-(Therefore, the proper test of the genuineness of a spiritual gift is the acknowledgment of Jesus as Lord by the person manifesting the gift.)
-(in other words, only the one who truly expresses from his heart genuine submission to Christ,  is operation in the power of the Holy Spirit.)
6. The Order of Gifts-I Cor 12:27-31.
We must be willing to recognize that our individual place and function in Christ’s Body

 is a matter of God’s appointment.
v-28 notes the 3 ministries which are listed in order of importance, Apostles, Prophets and

 Teachers, and then there are some gifts of importance that follow.
In  v-29, Paul asks the question , 'are all Apostlesor Prophets or Teachers'?
Do all work miracles ?  Do all have gifts of healing ? Do all speak in tongues ? Do all

interpret ? The Answer is No !! 
But V-31, Paul says, 'But you are eagerly desiring these gifts.' -(meaning the higher gifts or the greater gifts).
(In other words, Paul’s whole argument here is that God decides which gift to give to each believer and no believer should think of himself as greater or more important than

the others.)
But the Corinthians all wanted to be an apostle or a prophet or a teacher and they were all seeking the gifts of a more miraculous nature, (gifts of healing , working of miracles, speaking with tongues and interpretation.
They weren’t interested in the less dramatic gifts of helps and governments and giving-and showing mercy.
Paul is not asking them to grade the gifts but rather he is rebuking them for doing so and neglecting  “the more excellent way, ”of love ! 
6.)-How long will these Spiritual Gifts last ?  I Cor 13: 8-13.
Love will always exist, it will last through out eternity. Forever!
But Prophecy, Tongues- & Knowledge will cease . -(indicative of all the Charistmata, “When Perfection Comes.”)
-( right now we are in an imperfect age, therefore God is blessing us by working through

     us to minister to each other.)  But one day they will give way to “Perfection.” 
Now some will say this Perfection is the “Word of God”, meaning that until the N.T. was

written there was a need for the Charismata Gifts, but after the Word of God was completed in form, we then had the procedure for Spiritual Living, and there was no need for the Supernatural Gifts any longer.
-(this is called the stage of the Apostalic Period.)

The Correct View—

The proper interpretation of 13:10- “when perfection comes,” is when the Lord Jesus

Christ returns and brings in the age of 'perfection,'  then imperfection will cease.
-(in other words,  there is still a need today for the Supernatural Gifts and they will be

    needed until the Lord returns.)
-(the analogy in v-11 & 12 makes this clear! )  

7. The Ministry of Spritual Gifts-(I Cor 12:4-7.)
v-4--”there are different kinds of “gifts,” (graces), but the same "Spirit,” -(Holy Spirit).
v-5- “there are different kinds of “service”but the same Lord”-(Jesus Christ).
v-6 “there are different kinds of “workings,” (operations), but the same God”-(Father).
Note that in these 3 verses the emphasis is on the word “different” and what it’s saying is, that although there are a variety of gifts, there is none that is more important than the others.
-(these 3 verses show the unity of the Godhead in relation to the different spiritual gifts).
In other words, it is God who provides these Spiritual Gifts as well as the energy

       and power to make them effective.
i.e  There are many times people try to conjure up the gifts to make believe God is

        working in their midst, but it is of the flesh !

v-7 shows that they are manifested , (or shown, or brought into use), by the Holy Spirit.
-(in other words, when a gift is displayed it is the visible act of the Holy Spirit !)
Every believer can expect the Holy Spirit to manifest Himself.  NOT FOR PERSONAL

BENEFIT, BUT FOR THE “COMMON GOOD.”  -(or more precisely the Benefit of Others).
8. The Definition of the Gifts-
A. The Charismata Gifts (Rom 12:6-8 ).
Prophesy-
noted in Rom 12; I Cor 12:10.
Acts 2:17-18- says men will Prophesy.
Purpose:
I Cor 14:22 says it is a sign to believers.
It is directly proclaiming the mind of God by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit and not

    one’s own thoughts.  It is always given in a known language.
I Cor 14:31 says it is to learn and be exhorted . (I Cor 14:3 says, “for edification, exhortation,  and consolation.)  -(in other words, it is to Encourage, Comfort, and Strengthen.)
It is usually a message given in Church, but can be given privately as well.
It is never diverse from or in conflict with the Word of God !
Encouraging or Exhortation.
Means to speak words of comfort and encouragement under the guidance of the Holy Spirit.

It is also to Instruct.
-(many pastors give messages of Exhortation rather than Expository Teaching & Preaching).
Giving-
It is sharing what one has.
It is to be done with simplicity and sincerity and with no self-seeking or ulterior motive!

This gift also needs wisdom and guidance from the Holy Spirit so that one does not contribute to unworthy causes or selfish or grasping persons.
(It is usually always the giving of money).
Showing Mercy-
It is to feel sympathy and empathy for other people, especially for one who is suffering.
-(an example of using this gift is to : visit the sick and the poor or those in sorrow.)

It is always done with cheerfulness and never begrudgingly.
Teaching-     
It is not just the ability to instruct but it is the ability to make plain the meaning of the Word of God and how to apply the Scriptures.
The main part of a teacher is to impart knowledge that is the ground for wisdom.
Helping Others-(Ministry).
The Greek word is “diakonia,” which means servant.  It is the same word normally used

for the work of a deacon in the Church.
This is a serving gift.
-(there are some people who are always wanting to help other people, maybe to lend 

 a hand or take them somewhere.)
It is never done begrudgingly.
Leadership-(Administration).
This is the ability to rule or manage or administer in a church.
It is a requirement for a Pastor, Elder, or Deacon to have this gift or the church will not

be run effectively and they must be proven first of all in their ability to rule in their own households.

It is to be exercised with diligence, (meaning hard working, industrious, a steady effort.
A leader is a person people follow because of his example and ability not because they are supposed to.
B. The Supernatural Gifts-I Cor 12: 8-11).
The first 3 gifts are gifts given to Christians to enable them to know what to do in

 specific situations. They are called the “Discerning Gifts.”
Message of Wisdom-

The direct operation of the Holy Spirit at a given moment for a particular situation.
i.e. -(to warn an individual of approaching danger and deliver him from harm.)
Divine direction.
i.e-(to reveal how to deal with a set of circumstances.)
The Word of Wisdom mainly interacts with knowledge and discernment.
Message of Knowledge-

The supernatural revelation of facts , past, present or future which were not learned through the efforts of the natural mind.
i.e--(it could be described as the Mind of Christ being manifested to the mind of the

       believer and is given when needed in a flash of time).
i.e -( A Word of Knowledge enabled Peter to rebuke Ananias and Sapphira for their

        lying wickedness).
A Word of Wisdom is often given in conjuction with the Word of Knowledge in         order to show how to apply the information God has revealed.)
i.e-(in the O.T., Nathan the Prophet received a Word of Knowledge regarding David’s

      affair with Bathsheba as well as wisdom to know how to bring the king to               repentance.-(II Sam 12).
Ability to Discern Spirits.
The Greek word for discerning is “diakrisis,”  which means “judging through.” It means

 the ability to see right through something to the inner reality with insight.
This gift is imparted by the Holy Spirit only at the moment it is needed.
This is the ability to know immediately what is motivating a person or a situation.
-(It is to know whether a person is operating under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit or

  whether he is expressing his own thoughts and feelings, or perhaps whether or not

   he is controlled by a wrong spirit !)
i.e-(when there is a discerning of a false or evil spirit, it usually brings a sense of heaviness, unrest, or even sickness, whereas the sense of the presence of the Holy Spirit

is one of joy and peace and love.)
This gift will reveal the subtle deceptions of the enemy.
The next 3 gifts are called the Dynamic Gifts or Gifts of power. 

(They provide extraordinary powers to effect changes in the lives and circumstances of people-)-
Gifts of Healing--
This gift appears in the Greek as a plural-(charismatas).  It indicates that all healings are a separate case of the supernatural operation of the Holy Spirit.
-(Every healing is a special gift, and in every case the person who is endowed with this

 gift stands always in new dependence upon the Divine Giver of Graces.)  In other words this is not a permanent gift  but each occurrence is a gift in its own right.

This Gift is the supernatural healing without human aid.
i.e.-(every specific case is different and in each instance a specific power comes to the

       person from the Holy Spirit that the act should be performed .)

The person who is used primarily in this gift has more than a desire to pray for the sick,
which everyone can do, rather there is an increase of faith for healing that prompts the giver to minister to the sick.
i.e--if someone is sick or has a physical or emotional problem, and you become aware of

      it and all of a sudden you feel God wants you to lay hands on them and they will be

      healed , than God wants to use you to minister to that person.
Many times the Lord uses a particular person for this gift because the heart of the person

is very sympathetic towards the sick, however, it can be used by anyone whom the Holy Spirit chooses, as He does with the rest of the Supernatural Gifts.
Miraculous Powers-or ( Working of Miracles).
This is a display of power to go beyond the natural which are not strictly healings.
Included with this gift would be the Exorcizing of Demons, Restoring persons from death. -(such as was the case in Acts 9:36-41 and 20:6-12 with  Dorcas and Eutychus.)
The creation of new body parts.
The feeding of 50 people with only a hand full of food.
ie-(in the book, 'Secrets of the Secret Place,' where people were praying  and fasting                  because they hadn’t seen anyone raised from the dead in three weeks.)

Why don’t we see this type of miracles? Because of unbelief.
Faith.
-(This is not the saving faith which a person exercises to receive the Lord in salvation, nor is it the faith of Gal 5:22, one of the attributes of the Holy Spirit,  when a person is

  yielded to the Holy Spirit.)

This Gift is Supernatural in that it is given at a particular time, it is a surge of Faith, 
usually given in crises to believe without a doubt that as we speak in the Name of Jesus

that it shall come to pass.
This is the type of Faith that can move mountains.-(Mt 17:20)
Things thought to be impossible are actually accomplished.
It is the ability at a given time to believe God without a doubt.
To trust in God’s Messages and Words completely.
i.e-(an example of this gift of faith, was Elizah’s faith,  when he prepared for the fire to fall from heaven and when he announced that rain would come. (I Kings 18: 22-38, 41-45)-. 
The next 3 gifts are Declarative Gifts. (Gifts of inspired utterance, the power to speak.) 

This group of gifts are those through which God may declare Himself when God prompts a person to speak forth publicly.)
These gifts are to be used within a body of believers to minister a blessing to one another.

-(The gifts spoken of here in I Cor 12 regarding the Declarative Gifts or the power to

   speak is not the private devotional utterance but are given to edify the other members       of the body of believers, when followed by the gift of interpretation of the utterance.)
-Prophesy-
-(already defined under the Charismata Gifts-see Rom 12:6)-

Acts 2:17-18- says men will Prophesy-

Purpose:
I Cor 14:22-says it is a sign to believers.
It is directly proclaiming the mind of God by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit and not

    one’s own thoughts. It is always given in a known language.
I Cor 14:31 says it is to learn and be exhorted.  (I Cor 14:3 says “for edification, exhortation and consolation.) -In other words it is to Encourage, Comfort, and Strengthen.
-(It is usually a message given in Church but can be given privately as well).
It is never Diverse from or in Conflict with the Word of God !
Ability to speak in different tongues-
Speaking in tongues which is also called “glos-so-la-lai”-from glossa-tongue 

and laleo-to speak).
The Bible uses the term “glossa” throughout Ch 12-in noting tongues. (in v-10 & 28-Paul

says there are various kinds of tongues.)
1. These are languages unknown to the speaker.
2. First, (1 Cor 14:2) says “anyone who speaks in a tongue speaks to God not men, no one understands him because he speaks mysteries with his spirit.”

Romans 8:26-27 says “the spirit prays through us with groaning that cannot be uttered.”

-(sometimes you're at a place where you simply don’t know how to pray but you have a desire to pray for a person or a happening and you go before the Lord in your private time of pray and you groan inwardly before the Lord, or you might pray with your spirit, speaking in a tongue you don’t understand, but the Holy Spirit who searches our hearts  intercedes for us in accordance to God’s Will!)
Acts 2:2- when the disciples were in the upper room for 10 days and they were to wait on the Spirit and when the Holy Spirit came upon them,  they began to speak in tongues,and they were praising God in tongues that they themselves couldn’t understand.
Acts 10:44- when Peter was in the house of Cornelius preaching the Word of God, they believed the Lord and the Holy Spirit came upon them and they spoke in tongues.
Acts 19: 1-6 when Paul led  the Ephesians to the Lord and laid hands on them for the power of the Spirit, and they spoke in tongues!

Sometimes it happens ‘spontaneously’ and other times it’s sometime after receiving the Lord into your heart.
The difference between being saved and being empowered by God’s Holy Spirit, is there is a passion that comes over you, where you’re not going to bible study because it’s an obligation, or it’s Wednesday night.   No, studying the Word of God now becomes a passion,  a strong desire,  and you have a passion to now witness to others, to share the Word of God.
The question is, how do you receive the power of the Holy Spirit which we call the Baptism of the Holy Spirit,  where He comes upon you for service?
It's easy, you simply ask by faith and He will do it.
–(there’s no begging or pleading or crying, it’s just to embrace it by faith.   You can say,
‘thank You Father for the promise of the Holy Spirit.  Jesus do the work You said You would do, Baptize me with Your Spirit.) 

1 Cor 14:2– says --The Direction of tongues-- it’s to God.

1 Cor 14:4– says–the purpose of tongues –is to strengthen the inner man.

Jude 20 says the Effect of Tongues– is to build our faith.

Praying in the Spirit-(tongues)– is an invaluable weapon in the spiritual arsenal God has given to us–but almost everyone who does it for the first time or two with words they’ve never uttered before– are always challenged by Satan’s voice -saying ‘that’s bogus’– ‘it’s not true’–== But that should be no surprise–because for in every area of spiritual life, God declares– and Satan denies— but we decide!

Ie-God declared to Adam and Eve- ‘eat of the fruit and you will die’
         –Satan said-(through the serpent)- ‘did God really say that’?

–and Eve decided to listen to Satan rather than to believe God!

-The Word encourages us -in our private devotions to pray in tongues because it edifies us– it builds us up – it strengthens our faith—

–(it’s a tool the Lord has given to us!)

--(v-3-is a contrast to speaking in a tongue--it says when you prophesy--you are not

   speaking to God--but to man--this gives him encouragement-and comfort”=

-(Prophesy is speaking in a known language– so that it edifies everyone who hears it)-

-(Tongues is speaking to God- in an unknown language to the speaker)-
v-4 & 5=(read)-
--Paul is saying that it’s good to speak in tongues -privately in our prayer language--but

 it’s much better to Prophesy-because the Church body can be edified by the Prophesy !=

--so tongues is for private speaking –not public unless there is an interpretation--which we’ll get to on the next gift—-However--
v-22==When tongues are spoken publically-it is a sign to the unbeliever--and so there                     must be an interpretation-so that everyone can be build up spiritually.===

v-6, v-8 & 9, v-12, =(read)- 
Now if your going to speak in public--in a tongue different from the common language-

v-13- says “you should pray to interpret-so you can inform the public what is being said”-

v-15- says “I will pray with my spirit-but I will also pray with my mind”--meaning he

     will be able to interpret -if it is in a public place==

v-16 , 17 & 22-25 -tells why. -(read)-
Rules of Order in Public Worship
v-26- (read)-
The Greek doesn’t have punctuation and some have placed the question mark after the word interpretation rather than after the word brethren– which gives a clearer meaning-

-==thus it would say-
How is it that every one of you is trying to get into the act–when you meet together there is total confusion--

--everyone will want to minister-=(some through songs-some thru a word of instruction, or revelation, or a tongue or an interpretation-and they must be done in a fashion that builds up the body--in orderly fashion===

-So here we get some rules for ministering -using the gifts-

v-27-speaking in tongues should be limited to 2 or 3 and then only if there is an interpretation of the tongues.==(in other words -if your going to speak in public in tongues be sure there is an interpreter present- or that you  will be able to interpret -if no one else does- (v-13 & v-15)-
v-29--the same goes for Prophesy--or any of the gifts--(one at a time-and then only a

 couple-)

==(the verse also says “to weigh carefully what is said”--)-==we test what is said by 

     what has already been revealed in the Word of God)–and if it edifies the people-

====because if it doesn’t -then it’s not of God!
33- “for God is not a God of disorder but of peace--”

Ability To Interpret Different Tongues 
1. -The Supernatural power to reveal the meaning of the Spoken Tongues in public-

   so that the people can be edified. 

2. -It is not a translation of the Spoken Tongues- but rather reveals the meaning -

C. The Domata Gifts-(Eph 4:11-read)-
=The purpose of these gifts-(which are people)-are given by Christ Himself-to the 

  Church-

==The Purpose is noted is 4:12- “to prepare God’s people for works of service-so

 that they can be built up until they all reach unity--(maturity)--

1. Apostles-
--this person is one sent out to carry out the ministry of the Lord-.==He functions as a 

 messenger of God.--(it means “one sent as an authoritative delegate”-)-

- It refers to those who have the spirit of apostleship in extending the work of the Church, opening fields to the gospel, and overseeing the Church until the establishment of Elders.==in the Bible we find Barnabas and Junias, Silas , and Timothy, and Apollos

 all were recognized as Apostles-or having the Gift of Apostleship--but not the Apostolic

Office as did the 12 or Paul .---

--(Today -it is missionaries sent out from the Church to carry out the work of the Lord.-)

2. Prophets-
-One who pro-claims a Divinely focused message to the Church.-(Not a Pastor/Teacher)-

-Sometimes will foretell future events.--(Prophesy’s given in this matter are always true-

a Prophet was always judged by his prophesy--if it didn’t come to pass as the prophet

spoke it--then he was judged to be a False Prophet.)-

3. Evangelist-
-To share the gospel with unbelievers-in such a way-that it brings conviction to them   from the Word of God=(This is a calling of a person to this desire-)-

4. Pastor/Teacher-
-The word of Pastor comes from the root word-”to protect”-

The two words are listed together because they are governed by one article “the”-which occurs before Pastors but not before Teachers.

--They refer to two characteristics of the same person who is pastoring believers by comforting and guiding them and instructing them in God’s ways.-

-an Elder (or Bishop) or overseers are to be able to teach -( I Tim 3:2, Titus 1:9-) and

 refute those who oppose the Word of God—

Next is the Baptism in the Holy Spirit-
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